This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


.tiJ^'t-^ 


H    *  '^'m 


m 


,<    -v^s 


^\l^^ 


'**-. 


Dr  swift's  works, 


CO  UP  LBTB 


^  EIGHTEEN  VOLUMES. 


Y    O    L.     V. 


\>:*    ;' 


Oj 


T  H  E 

W  .  O     R 


JONATHAN    SWIP^^ir^D. 
Ds/m  of  St  Patrick^  Dublin: 

XNCLVDXKO   TMS  WHOLE  OF   HIS 

POSTHIT^OUS  PIECES,  LETTERS,  &c. 
A    NEW    EDITION, 

AOCIXRAITLY^  REVISED,  AND  ARRANGED  IN  THE  MOST 
NATURAL  AND  PR^RER  ORDER; 

WITH 

An  Account  of  the  Author's  LIFE, 

A  m  D 

NOTSS  HlSTORICAX>  CRITICAL,  AND  EXPLANATORY, 

By  J.HAWKESWORTH,LL.D.  and  others. 
Adorned  vjjfivi  COPPERPLATES. 

-     V    P-'L.  ■  v.'/  ' 


L    O    ir  D^   O    N: 
printed  for  Charlbs  £i.liot,  EdlnbuTWou 

^©CCLXXXXV, 


TO  !; 

jl  . 

"" 

FUEL!- 

-««    -  .  .    - 

4      i.       - 

■      -^    T-r 

iA.^ 

c;;0::^; 

L 

*    'ASTOR, 

LFNr^^ 

A  N^  D 

TILDEN 

FCVr.r; 

iTlUNS 

R 

l'J'.J4 

L 

CJ»=— 


»^ 


TRAVELS 

IMTO     SEVEKAL 

REMOTE  NATIONS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

By   LEMUEL   GULLIVER, 
Firft  a  Surgeon,  and  then  a  Captain  of  feveral  fliipi^ 

IN    FOUR    PARTS. 


$2lM 


«< 


a  2 


THE 

(C     O     NTENTS. 


Page 
Cr'H  E  puhltfher  to  the  reader  -  -         i 

Gulliver's  letter  to  his  coujin  Sympfon       -      3, 

PART        I. 

A  Voyage  to  Lilliput. 

Chap^  I.  The  Author  gives  fome  account  of 
himfelf  and  family.  His  frjt  inducements  to 
traveL  He  isfhipnvreckedy  andfwimsfor  his 
life  ;  gets  fafe  onfhore  in  the  country  of  Lilli" 
put ;  is  made  a  prifoner^  and  carried  up  the 
country  -     '        -  -  -  la 

Chap.  II.  The  Emperor  of  Lilliput^  attended 
by  fever al  of  the  nobility ^  comes  to  fee  the 
author  in  his  confinement.  The  Emperor's 
perfon  and  habit  defcribedl  Learned  men  ap^ 
pointed  to  teach  the  author  their  language. 
He  gains  favour  by  his  mild  difpofition.  His 
pockets  are  fiarcbedy  and  his  fword  and-pi/lols 
taken  from  him         -  ■         -  -         -27 

Chap.  III.  The  Author  diverts  the  Emperor^ 
and  his  nobility  ofbothfexesy  in  a  very  uncom-^ 
mm  manner.     The  diverftons  of  the  court  of 

*3 


vi  The     contents. 

.Page 
Lilliput  defer Ihed.     The  author  has  his  liberty 
granted  hitrty  upon  certain  conditions         -  41 

Chap.  IV.  Mildendo^  the  metropolis  of  Lilli^ 
puty  defcribed^  together  with  the  Emperor* s  pa- 
lace. A  converfation  betwe*en  the  author  ami 
a  principal  fecretary^  concerning  the  affairs  of 
that  empire^  The  author^ s  offers  to  ferve  the 
Emperor  in  his  wars 

Chap*  V.  The  author^  by  an  extraordinary 
Jhratagem^  presents  an  invcifion.  A  hig 
title  of  honour  is  conferred  upon  him.  Ambaj 
fadors  arrive  from  the  Emperor  of  BlefufcUy 
and  fue  for  peace.  The  Emprefis  apartment 
on  fire  by  an  accident ;  the  author  injlrumental 
in  faving  the  refi  of  the  palace         -         -       60 

Cha?*  VL       Of  the  inhabitants  of  Lilliput ; 
their  learnings  JawSy  and  cufloms^  the  manner 
of  educating  their  children.    The  author* s  way 
of  living  in  that  country.     His  vindication  of 
a  great  lady         -         -         -         -         ^         ^o 

Chap.  VII.  The  author j  being  informed  of  a 
defign  to  accufe  him  of  high^treafon^  maketh 
his  efcape  to  Belfufcu.     His  reception  there         85 

Chap.  VIII.  The  author ^  by  a  lucky  accident y 
finds  means  to  leave  Blefufcu :  andy  after 
fome  difficulties^  rHUrns  fafr  to  his  native 
.  country  -.  -  „  -  *         9 

PAR^ 


f 


Tmb    contents.  vif 

Page 
PART        IL 

A  Voyage  to  BkOBDiNCNAG, 


Chap.  L  j4 great^orm  iU/cnbeJj  tie  long'" 
boat  fent  to  fetch  water ^  the  author  goes  with 
it  to  difcover  the  country  He  is  left  onjbote^ 
isfeized  by  one  of  the  natiifes,  and  carried  to 
a  farmer* s  houfe.  His  reception^  withfevC" 
ral  accidents  that  happened  there,  A  de- 
fcription  of  the  inhabitants  -  Io6 

Chap.  II.  A  defctiption  of  the  farmer* s 
daughter.  The  author  carried  to  a  market" 
town^  and  then  to  the  metropolis.  The  parti'' 
culars  of  his  journey  -  -  124 

Chap.  III.      The  author  fent  for  to  court • 
The  ^leen  buys  him  of  his  mafter  the  far^- 
mer^  and  prefents  him  to  the  King.     He  dif 
putes  with  his  Majefifs  great  fcholars.    An 
apartment  at  court  provided  for  the  author.. 
He  is  in  high  favour  with  the  ^een^     He 
Jlands  up  for  the  honour  of  his  own  country.. 
His  quarrels  with  the  ^eerfs  dwarf     -       132 
Chap.  IV.     i^he  country  defcribed.     A pro^- 
pofal  for    correBing  modern   maps.      The 
'  King*s  palace^  andfofht  account  of  the  metro^ 
polls.   Th^  authors  'Ofay  of  travelling.     The   ^ 
chief  temph  defcribed  -  -  I47 

Chap.  V.     Several  adventures  that  happened 
to  the  author.     The  execuiiaA  of  a  criminal. 

I  The  authirfhews  hisjkill  in  navigation  i  54 

II  Chap.  VI  .     Several  contrivances  of  the  author 
Hi      tofliafe  the  King  and  ^ueen.     Hejbc<»» 

r 


Vm  The    CONTENTS. 

P 
his /kill  in  mujic.    The  King  enquires  into  the 
Jlate  of  Englofidf  which  the  author  relates  to 
him.     The  Kin^s  obfervatiom  thereon      -      i< 

Ch  A  P»  VIL  The  author^!  love  of  his  country. 
He'  makes  a  propofal  of  much  advantage  to 
the  Kingy  which  is  rejeSied.  The  King^s 
great  ignorance  in  politics.  The  learning  of 
that  country  very  imperfeB  and  confined. 
The  lawsy  and  military  affair  7 ^  and  parties 
in  the  fate  -  -  -  i 

Chap.  VIII.  The  King  and  ^teen  make  a 
progrefs  to  the  frontiers.  The  author  at^ 
tends  them.  The  manner  in  which  he  leaves 
the  country  very  particularly  related.  He 
returns  to  England  -  -  -  i 

PART        III. 

A  Voyage  to  Laputa,  Balnibarbi,  Lug 
NAGG,  Gltjbbduddrib,  and  Japan. 

Chap.  I.  The  author  fets  out  on  his  third 
voyage y  is  taken  by  the  pirates.  The  malice 
of  a  Dutchman.  His  arrival  at  an  ifiand. 
He  is  received  into  Laputa  -  2 

Chap.  II.  The  humours  and  difpofttions  of  the 
Laputians  defcribed.  An  account  of  their 
learning.  Of  the  King^  and  his  court. 
The  author^ s  reception  there.  The  inhabit 
tants  fubjeEt  to  fear  and  difquietudes.  An 
account  of  the  women  -  -  : 

Chap.  IIL  A  phenomenon  folved  by  modern 
philofophy  and  afironomy.     Th^  Laputians 


The    contents.  ix 

Page 
great  improttemints  iH  the  latter,  The  Kin^s 
method  of  fupprejjing  infurrenions         -  23 1 

Chap.  IV.  The  author  leaves  Laputa,  h  cori" 
veyed  to  Balnibarbi,  arrives  at  the  metropolis, 
A  defcription  of  the  metropolis ^  and  t}je  couti" 
try  adfoimng.  The  author  hofpitahly  receith- 
ed  by  a  great  lord.  His  converfation  with 
that  lord  -  -  -  238^ 

Chap.  V.  The  author  permitted  to  fee  the 
grand  academy  of  Laga'do.  The  academy 
largely  defer ihed.  The  arts  wherein  the  pro* 
fijfors  employ  thetnfelves  -  247 

Ch  A  p .  VI.  A  further  account  oj  tJoe  academy. 
The  author  propofes  fome  improvements^ 
which  are  honourably  received  -  259 

Chap.  VII.  The  author  leaves  Lagado,  ar* 
rives  at  Maldonada.  No  fhip  ready.  He 
takes  ajhort  voyage  to  Glubbdubdrib.  His 
reception  by  the  governor  -  -  2^7 

Ch  A  p.  Vlir.  A  further  account  of  Glubbdub- 
drib. Ancient  and  modern  hiflory  correBed  279 
Chap.  IX.  The  author  returns  to  Maldona- 
da. ^ails  to  the  kingdom  of  Luggnagg. 
The  author  confined.  He  is  fent  for  to  court. 
The  manner  of  his  admittance.  The  Kin^s 
great  lenity  to  his  fubjeEls  -  -      293 

Chap.  X.      The  Luggnaggians   commended. 
A  particular  defcription  of  the  Struldbrugs, 
with  many  converfations  between  the  author 
.    and  fome  eminent  perfons  upon  that  fubjeil        299 

Chap,  XL      The  author  leaves  Luggti^i^^^ 


X  The    contents. 

1 

and  fails  to  Japan.  From  thence  he  returns 
in  a  Dutch  Jhip  to  Amfterdam,  and  from 
Amfterdam  to  England  -  -       • 

PART        IV. 

A  Voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Ho  UYHNHN 

Chap.  I.  The  author  fets  out  as  captain  of  a 
Jhip.     His  men  confpire  againji  him^  confine 

him  a  long  time  to  his  cabhin,  fet  him  on 
Jbore  in  an  unknown  land.     He  travels  up 

into  the  country.  The  Yahoos,  a  Jlrange 
fort  of  animal^   defcrihed.    The  author  meets 

two  Houyhnhnms  -  -  \ 

Chap.  II.  The  author  conducted  by  a 
Houyhnhnm   to   his   houfe.     The  ho.ufe  de- 

fcribed.  The  authors  reception.  The  food 
of  the  Houyhnhnms.     The  author ^  in  diflrefs 

for  want  of  meaty  is  at  lafi  relieved.  His 
manner  of  feeding  in  this  country  -  ; 

Chap.  III.  The  author  Jiudious  to  learn  the 
language ,-  the  Houyhnhnm,  his  mafler^  af-^ 
fifis  in  teaching  him.  The  language  defcrib^ 
id.  Several  Houyhnhnms  of  quality  come 
out  of  curioftty  to  fee  the  author.  He  gives  his 
mafier  afhort  account  of  his  voyage         -       ; 

Chap.  IV.  The  Houyhnhnms  notion  of  truth 
and  falfehood.  The  author^ s  difcourfe  difap' 
proved  by  his  mafier.  The  author  gives  a 
more  particular  account  of  himfelfy  and  the 
accidents  of  his  voyage  -  •  ; 


The    contents.  xi 

Page 

Chap.  V.     The  author,  at  his  mafter^s  com^ 

mand,  informs  him  of  the  ft  ate  of  England. 
The  caufes  of  war  among  the  princes  of  Eu* 
rope.  The  author  begins  to  explain  the  Eng" 
lift)  conftiiution  -  -  -         358 

Chap.  VI.  A  continuation  of  the  ft  ate  of  Eng" 
land  under  ^ueen  Anne.  The  character  of 
afirft  minifter  offtate  in  European  courts       368 

tHAP.  VII.     The  author* s  great  love  of  his 
native   country.     His   maftet^s  ohfervations 
upon  the   conftitution  and  adminiftration  of 
England,  as  defcrihed  by  the  author,  with  pa- 

V  rallel  cafes  and  comparifons.  His  mafter^s 
ohfervations  upon  human  nature  -  378 

HAP.  VII I.     The  author  relates  feveral par^ 

ticulars  of  the  Yahoos.     The  great  virtues 

of  the  Houyhnhnms.    The  education  and  ex- 

trc'ife  of  their  youth.      Their  general  ajfent" 

(41^  ^'J*  -  -  -  -  389 

'hap.  IX.      A  grand  debate   at  the  general 

ojfembly  of  the  Houyhnhnms,   and  how  it 

Vfas    determined.       The    learning    of    the 

Houyhnhnms.       Their    buildings.       Their 

9iafiner  of  burials.     The  defeSlivenefs  of  their 

knguage.  -  -  -  .     3p8 

P.  X.     The  author^ s  oeconomy,    and  happy 

^,  among  the   Houyhnhnms.     His  great 

rovenient   in  virtue,    by   converftng   with 

^fnj.       Their    converfations.      The    author 

w/j  notice  given    him   by  his  mafler,    that 

f  muft  depart  from  the  country.     He  falls 


^2 


?o 


xii  The    C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

into  afwoonfor  grief :  but  fubmits.  He  co. 
t rives  andfinijbei  a  canoe  by  the  help  of  a  ft 
low^fervant^  and  puts  tofea  at  a  venture 
Chap.  XI.  The  author^ s  dangerous  voyag 
He  arrives  at  Neiv-Holland^  hoping  to  feti 
there*  I^  wounded  with  an  arrow  from  one 
the  natives.  Is  feixed  and  carried  by  for 
into  a  Portuguese  fbip.  The  great  civiltti 
of  the  captain.    The  author  arrives  at  Engla, 

Chap.  XIL     The  author^ s  veracity.     His  a 
Jign  in  publi/bing  this  work.      His  cenfure 
thofe  travellers  who  fwerve  from  the  trut 
The  author  clears  himfelf  from  any  ftnifl 
ends  in   writing.       An   objeBion    anfwerc 
The  method  of  planting  colonies.     His  nati 
country  commended.     The  right  of  the  cro'u 
to  thofe  countries  defcribed  by  the  author ^ 
juflified.     The  difficulty   of  conquering  the) 
The  author  takes  his  loft  leave  of  the  reader 
'  propofeth  his  manner  of  living  for  the  futur 
gives  good  advice^  and  concludeth 

THREE      POEMS. 

To  ^Hnbus  Fleftfin^  the  Man-Mountain  :   . 
Lilliputian  Ode  -  -  . 

The  Lamentation  ofGlumdalclitchyfor  the  lofs 

Grildrig  .•    A  Pafloral 
Mary  Gulliver  to  Capt.  Lemuel  Gulliver      - 


The  Publisher  to  the  Reader* 


THE  author  of  thefe  travels,  Mr  Lemuel 
Gulliver,  is  my  ancient  and  intimate  friend ; 
there  is  likewife  fome  relation  between  us  on  the 
mother's  fide.  About  three  years  ago,  Mr  Gulli- 
ver, growing  weary  of  the  concourfe  of  curious 
people  coming  to  him  at  his  houfe  in  Redriff, 
made  a  fmall  purchafe  of  and  with  a  convenient 
houfe  near  Newark  in  Nottinghamfhire,  his 
native  country  •,  where  he  now  lives  retired,  yet 
in  good  efteem  among  his  neighbours. 

Although  Mr  Gulliver  was  born  in  Notting- 
hamfhire, where  his  father  dwelt,  yet  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  his  family  came  from  Oxford-- 
fkire ;  to  confirm  which,  I  t(|tve  obferved  iri  the 
church-yard  at  Banbury,  in  that  county,  fevcral 
tombs  and  monuments  of  the  Gullivers. 

Before  he  quitted  Redrifi^,  he  left  the  cuftody 
of  the  following  papers  in  my  hands,  with  the 
liberty  to  difpofe  of  them  as  I  ftiould  think  fit. 
I  have  carefully  perufed  them  three  times :  The 
ftyle  is  very  plain  and  fimple ;  and  the  only  fault 
1  find  is,  that  the  author,  after  the  manner  of 
^  travellers,  is  a  little  too  circumfliantial.  There  is 
an  air  of  truth  apparent  through  the  whole  ;  and 
indeed  the  author  was  fo  difiinguiihed  for  his 
veracity,  that  it  became  a  fort  of  a  proverb 
among  his  neighbours  at  Ptedriff,  when  any  one 
Vol.  V.  A  ?iSEiumCJL 
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affirmed  a  thing,  to  fay  it  was  as  true  as  if  Mr 
Gulliver  had  fpoken  it. 

By  the  advice  of  feveral  worthy  perfons,  to 
whom,  with  the  author's  permiffion,  I  communi- 
cated thefe  papers,  I  now  venture  to  fend  them 
into  the  world,  hoping  they  may  be,  at  leaft  for 
fome  time,  a  better  entertainment  to  our  young 
noblemen,  than  the  common  fcribbles  of  politics 
and  party. 

This  volume  would  have  been  at  leaft  twice  as 
large,  if  I  had  not  made  bold  to  ftrike  out  innu- 
merable paflages  relating  to  the  winds  and  tides, 
as  well  as  to  the  variations  and  bearings  in  the 
feveral  voyages,  together  with  the  minute  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  management  of  the  Ihip  in 
ftorms  in  the  ftylc  of  failors-,  likewife  the  account 
of  longitudes  and  latitudes  ;  wherein  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  Mr  Gulliver  may  be  a 
little  diflatisfied  :  But  I  was  refolved  to  fit  the 
work,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  the  general  capacity 
of  readers.  However,  if  my  own  ignorance  in 
fea  affairs  fhall  have  led  me  to  commit  fome 
miftakes,  I  alone  am  anfwerable  for  them :  And 
if  any  traveller  hath  a  curiofity  to  fee  the  whole 
work  at  large,  as  it  came  from  the  hand  of  the 
author,  I  will  be  ready  to  gratify  him. 

As  for  any  further  particulars  relating  to  the 
author,  the  reader  will  receive  fatisfadtion  from 
the  firft  pages  of  the  book. 

Richard  Sympson. 
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!-ETTER  from  Capt.  Gulliver,  to  his 
coufin  Sympson. 

Written  in  the  year  l^^^» 

3  O  P  E  you  will  be  ready  to  own  publicly, 
whenever  you  fhall  be  called  to  it,  that  by 
•  great  and  frequent  urgency,  you  prevailed 
lie  to  publifli  a  very  loofe  and  uncorrcft 
unt  of  my  travels,  with  direftion  to  hire 
;  young  gentleman  of  either  univerfity  to 
:hem  in  order,  and  corre^  the  ftyle,  as  my 
in  Dampier  did  by  my  advice  in  his  book 
d,  A  voyage  round  the  world.  But  I  do  not 
•mber  I  gave  you  power  to  confent,  that  any 
g  fhould  be  omitted,  and  much  lefs  that  any 
5  fhould  be  inferted :  Therefore,  as  to  the 
r,  I  do  here   renounce  every  thing  of  that 

;  particularly  a  paragraph  about  her  Majefty 
en  Anne,  of  moft  pious  and  glorious  me- 
y ;  although  I  did  reverence  and  efteem  her 
2  than  any  of  the  human  fpecies.  But  you, 
our  interpolator,  ought  to  have  confidered, 

as  it  was  not  my  inclination,  fo  was  it  not 
nt  to  praife  any  animal  of  our  compoiition 
re  my  mafter  Houyhnhnm  ;  and  befides,  the 
was  altogether  falfe  ;  for  to  my  knowledge, 
g  in  England  during  fome  part  of  her 
:fty*s  reign,  .{he  did  govern  by  a  chief  ,mi- 
rj  nay,  even  by  two  fucceflively,  the.  firft 
A  2  whereof 
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whereof  was  the  lord  of  Godolphin,  and  the 
fecond  the  lord  of  Oxford  ;  fo  that  you  have 
made  me  fay  the  thing  that  was  not.  Likewife, 
in  the  account  of  the  academy  of  projedlors,  and 
feveral  paffages  of  my  difcourfe  to  my  mafter 
Houyhnhnm,  you  have  either  omitted  fome  ma- 
terial circumftances,  or  minced  or  changed  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  do  hardly  know  mine 
own  work.  When  I  formerly  hinted  to  you 
fomething  of  this  in  a  letter,  you  were  pleafed 
to  anfwer,  that  you  were  afraid  of  giving  of- 
fence ;  that  people  in  power  were  very  watchful 
over  the  prefs,  and  apt  not  only  to  interpret,  but 
to  punifh  every  thing  which  looked  hke  an  in- 
nuendo (as  I  think  you  call  it.)  But,  pray  how 
could  that  which  I  fpoke  fo  many  years  ago,  and 
at  above  five  thoufand  leagues  diftance,  in  ano- 
ther reign,  be  applied  to  any  of  the  Yahoos,  who 
now  are  faid  to  govern  the  herd  ;  efpecially  at  a 
time  when  I  little  thought  on,  or  feared,  the  ua- 
happincfs  of  living  under  them  ?  Have  not  I  the 
moft  reafon  to. complain,  when  I  fee  thefe  very 
Yahoos  carried  by  Houybnhnms  in  a  vehicle, 
as  if  thefe  were  brutes,  and  thofe  the  rational 
creatures  ?  And  indeed  to  avoid  fo  monftrous  and 
deteftable  a  fight,  was  one  principal  motive  of  my 
retirement  hither.  \ 

.  Thus  much  I  thought^  proper  to  tell  you,  ifl  j 
relation  to  yourfelf,  and  to  the  truft  I  repofe4  j 
in  you.  ;    ^ 

I  do  in  the  next  place  complain  of  my  own    \ 
great  want  of  judgment,  in  being  prevailed  upon,    j 
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by  the  intreaties  and  falfe  reafonings  of  you  aiid 
and  fome  others,  very  much  againft  my  own  opi- 
nion, to  fuffer  my  travels  to  be  publifhed.  Pray 
bring  to  your  mind  how  often  I  defired  you  to 
confider,  when  you  infifted  on  the  motive  of 
public  goody  that  the  Yahoos  were  a  fpecies  of 
animals  utterly  incapable  of  amendment  by  pre- 
cepts or  example  :  And  fo  it  hath  proved ;  for, 
inflead  of  feeing  a  full  ftop  put  to  all  abufes  and 
corruptions,  at  leaft  in  this  little  ifland,  as  I  had 
reafbn  to  expeft ;  behold,  after  above  fix  months 
warning,  I  cannot  learn  that  my  book  has  pro- 
duced one  fingle  effeft  according  to  mine  inten- 
tions. I  defired  you  would  let  me  know,  by  a 
letter,  wheil  party  and  faftion  were  extinguiflied ; 
judges  learned  and  upright ;  pleaders  hoped  and 
modeil  with  fome  tin£lure  of  common  fenfe,  and 
Smithfield  blazing  with  pyramids  of  law-books  ^ 
the  young  nobility's  education  entirely  changed  \ 
the  phyficians  banifhed  5  the  female  Yahoos 
abounding  in  virtue,  honour,  truth,  and  good 
fenfe ;  courts  and  levees  of  great  minifters  tho- 
roughly weeded  and  fwept  ;  wit,  merit,  and 
learning  rewarded ;  all  difgracers  of  the  prefs  ia 
profe  and  verfe  condemned  to  eat  nothing  but 
their  own  cotton,  and  quench  their  thirft  with  their 
own  ink.  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  refor- 
mations, I  firmly  counted  upon  by  your  encou- 
ragement ;  as  indeed  they  were  plainly  deducible 
from  the  precepts  delivered  in  my  book.  And 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  feven  months  were  a  fuf- 
ficient  time  to  correft  every  vice  and  folly  to 
A  3  'w\ik\v 
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which  Yahoos  are  fubjeft,  if  their  natures  had 
been  capable  of  the  Icaft  difpofition  to  virtue  or 
wifdom :  Yet,  fo  far  have  you  been  from  anfwer- 
ing  mine  expeAation  in  any  of  your  letters  ;  that 
on  the  contrary  you  are  loading  our  carrier 
every  week  with  libels,  and  keys,  and  reflections, 
and  memoirs,  and  fecond  parts  ;  wherein  I  fee 
myfelf  accufed  of  reflefting  upon  great  ftates- 
folk ;'  of  degrading  human  nature  (for  fo  they 
have  ftill  the  confidence  to  ftile  it)  and  of  abufing 
the  female  fex.  I  find  Ukewife,  that  the  writers 
of  thofe  bundles  are  not  agreed  among  them- 
felves ;  for  fome  of  them  will  not  allow  me  to  be 
the  author  of  mine  own  travels ;  and  others 
make  me  the  author  of  books,  to  which  1  am 
wholly  a  ftranger. 

I  find  like  wife,  that  your  printer  hath  been  fo 
Carelefi  as  to  confound  the  times,  and  millake 
the  dates^  of  my  feveral  voyages  and  returns  j 
neither  affigning  the  true  year,  nor  the  true 
month,  nor  day  of  the  month  :  And  I  hear  the 
original  manufcript  is  all  deftroycd  fince  the  pub- 
lication of  my  book ;  neither,  have  I  any  copy 
left ;  however,  I  have  fent  you  fome  corrections, 
which  you  may  infert,  if  ever  there  fhou4d  be  a 
fecond  edition  :  And  yet  I  cannot  ftand  to  them  ; 
but  iliall  leave  that  matter  to  my  judicious  and 
candid  readers,  to  adjuft  it  as  they  pleafc. 

I  hear  fome  of  our  fea  Yahoos  find  fault  with 
my  fea-language,  as  not  proper  in  many  parts, 
nor  now  in  ufe.  I  cannot  help  it.  In  my  fir  11 
voyages,  while  I  was  youngj  I  was  inftrufted  by 

the 
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the  oldeft  mariners,  and  learned  to  fpeak  as  they 
did.  But  I  hare  fince  found,  that  the  fea  Yahoos 
are  apt,  like  the  land  ones,  to  become  new-fangled 
in  then:  words,  which  the  latter  change  every 
year  5  infomuch,  asr  I  i^emember  upon  each  re- 
turn to  mine  own  country,  their  old  diale£l  was 
fo  altered,  that  I  could  hardly  underftand  \\ic 
new.  And  I  ob&rve,  when  any  Yahoo  comes 
from  London,  out  of  curiofity  to  vifit  me  at  mine 
own  houfe,  we  neither  of  us  are  able  to  deliver 
our  conceptions  in  a  manner  intelligible  to  the 
other. 

If  the  cenfure  of  the  Yahoos  could  any  way 
affe«3:  me,  I  fhould  have  great  reafon  to  complain, 
that  fome  of  them  are  fo  bold  as  to  think  my 
book  of  travels  a  mere  fidlion  out  of  mine  own 
brain  ;  and  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  drop  hints, 
that  the  Houyhnhnms  and  Yahoos  have  no  more 
cxiftence  than  the  inhabitants  of  Utopia. 

Indeed  I  muft  confcfs,  that  as  to  the  people  of 
Lilliput,  Brobdingrag  (for  fo  the  word  iliould 
haTe  been  fpelt,  and  not  erroneoufly  Brobdingnag) 
and  Laputa,  I  have  never  yet  heard  of  any  Yahoo 
fo  prefumptuous  as  to  difpute  their  being,  or  the 
feicb  I  have  related  concerning  them ;  bccaufe  the 
truth  immediately  ftrikes  every  reader  with  con- 
viftion.  And  is  there  lefs  probability  in  my  ac- 
count of  the  Houyhnhnms  or  Yahoos,  when  it  is 
manifcft  as  to  the  latter,  there  are  fo  many  thou- 
fands,  even  in  this  city,  who  only  differ  from  their 
brother  brutes  in  Hoiiyhnhnm-land,  becaufc  they 
ufe  a  fort  of  Jabber,  and  do  not  go  naked  ?    I 


/ 
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Wrote  for  their  amendment,  and  not  their  appro- 
bation. The  united  praife  of  the  whole  race 
would  be  of  lefs  confequence  to  me,  than  the 
neighing  of  thofe  two  degenerate  Houyhnhnms  I 
keep  in  my  flable  ;  becaufe  from  thefe,  degene- 
rate as  they  are,  I  ftill  improve  in  fomc  virtues 
without  any  mixture  of  vice. 

Do  thefe  miferable  animals  prefume,  to  think, 
that  I  am  fo  degenerated  as  to  defend  my  vera- 
city ?  Yahoo  as  I  am,  it  is  well  known  through 
all  Houyhnhnm-land,  that,  by  the  inftruftions 
and  example  of  my  illuftrious  matter,  I  was  able, 
in  the  compafs  of  two  years,  (although  I  confefs 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty)  to  remove  that  infer- 
nal habit  of  lying,  fhuffling,  deceiving,  and  equi- 
vocating, fo  deeply  rooted  in  the  very  fouls  of  all 
my  fpecies  ;  efpecially  the  Europeans. 

I  have  other  complaints  to  make  upon  this 
vexatious  occafion  ;  but  I  forbear  troubling  my- 
felf  or  you  any  further.  I  muft  freely  confefsj 
that,  fince  my  laft  return,  fome  corruptions  of  my 
Yahoo  nature  have  revived  in  me,  by  converfing 
with  a  few  of  your  fpecies,  and  particularly  thoft 
of  mine  own  family,  by  an  unavoidable  neceffityj 
elfe  I  fhould  never  have  attempted  fo  abfurd  a 
projeft,  as  that  *of  reforming  the  Yahoo  race  in 
this  kingdom  :  But  I  have  now  done  with  all  fuch 
vifionary  fchemes  for  ever. 


April  2^.  1727. 


***  Thai 
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•^*  That  the  original  copy  of  thcfc  travels  was  altered  by 
the  perfon,  through  whofe  hands  it  was  conveyed  to  the  prefs, 
is  a  fa£t ;  but  the  paflages,  of  which  Mr  Goliiver  complains  in 
this  letter,  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  firfi  editions;  for  the 
Dean  having  reftored  the  text  where-ever  it  had  been  altered, 
lent  the  copy  to  the  late  Mr  Motte  by  the  hands  of  Mr  Charles 
Ford.  This  copy  has  been  exactly  followed  in  every  fubfequeDt 
edition,  except  that  printed  in  Ireland,  by  George  Faulkner, 
the  editor  of  which,  fupporing  the  Dean  to  be  ferious  when  he 
mentioned  the  corruption  of  datcii,  and  yet  finding  them  unal- 
tered, thought  fit  to  alter  them  hirafclf.  There  is,  however, 
icarce  one  of  thefe  alterations,  in  which  he  has  not  committed  a 
blunder :  Though,  while  he  was  thus  bufy  in  defacing  the  parts 
that  were  perfect,  he  fulTercd  the  accidental  blcmilhes  of  others 
to  remain.    HawUf.-^^tc  the  preface  to  this  edition. 
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TRAVELS 

INTO.  SEVERAL 

REMOTE  NATIONS  OF  THE  WORLD*. 

PART       I. 
.   A   VOYAGE    TO    LILLIPUT. 

C    H    A    P.        I. 

The  author  gives  fome  account  of  himf elf  and  family  : 
His  firjl  inducements  to  travel*  He  isjhipivreck" 
edy  and  fivims  for  his  life  /  gets  f of e  on  fljore  in 
the  country  of  Lilliput  i  is  made  a  prifoner^  and 
carried  up  the  country* 

MY  father  had  a  fmall  eftate  in  Not- 
tinghamfhire  :  I  was  the  third  of  five 
fons.  He  fent  me  to  Emanuel  col- 
lege in  Cambridge  at  fourteen  years  old,  where  I 
refided  three  years,  and  applied  myfclf  clofe  to 

my 

*  Thcfe  Toyages  arc  intended  as  a  moral  political  romance, 
in  which  Swift  feems  to  have  exerted  the  ftrongcft  efforts  of  a 
fine  irregular  genius.  But  while  his  imagination  and  his  wit  de- 
light, the  venomous  (Irokes  of  his  fatire,  although  in  fome 
places  juft,  are  carried  into  fo  univerial  a  feverity,  that  not  only 
all  human  a£tions,  but  human  nature  itfelf,  is  placed  in  the 
worft  light.— Perfection  in  every  attribute  is  not  indeed  allot- 
ted 
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my  ftudies ;  but  the  charge  of  maintaining  me, 
f|^t)|jQugh  I  had  a  very/fqu^ty  allowance,  beiitg 
a  naiiow  foitui 


prentice  j 


t  id  to  partif4ar  n*i.^'1!tit''AttKfat  the  whole  fpccies,  we  diA* 
<  iTcr  iucMa^aMdml^Sf\,9^^^  ^^^  S»"cat  and  amiable  virtues,  as' 
1  My  cowincej^pyia^^h^or^ioal  order  of  nature  contains  in^ 
{  (he  g4^lf^^BMitK»ii'.It  is  dircfted  in  a  right  line  ;  but  it  de-* 
1  iates  intM  ciirv^iS  ^Wd^  irregular  motions,  by  various  alterationSi 
S  id  di/lurbing  caufes.  DifFerent  qualifications  (bine  out  in  dif-. 
i  Tent  men.  Bacon  and  Newton  (not  to'  Jhention  Boyle)] 
(  ew  the  divine  extent  of  the  human  mind  :    Of  which   Swift! 

0  Mild  not  be  inienfiblc ;  but  his  difappointments  rendered  himl 
{,  dcnetic,  and  angry  with  the  whole  world. Education,  ha- 
bit, and  conQitution,  gave  a  furprifing  variety  of  characters;' 
and,  while  they  produce  fome  particular  qualities,  are  apt  ta 
dieck  others.  Fortitude  of  mind  fcldom  attends  a  fcdentary 
Hfe  :  Nor  is  the  man,  whofe  ambitious  views  are  eroded,  fcarce 
c  rer  afterwards  endued  with  benevolence  j^f  heart.     The  fame 

1  lind  that  is  capable  of  exerting  the  greatfd 'Virtue,  by  fome  de- 
i  !ft  in  the  firft  fteps  of  education,  often  dbglii£BJ«tes  into  thcf 
I  reateft  vice.  Thelc  effefts  take  ^h;rlf  ff)tiTC^  <^<jBi^ciitifes  almofl: 
I  lechanical.  The  fbu^  in  our  prefent  ntuation,  is  blen4e4  ^^^ 
qKloied  with  corporeal  Aibflance ;  and  tl^e  matter,  of  which  our. 
Il3dy  is  compofcd,  produces  ftrange  impulfes  upon  the  mind. — 
*!  o  correal  vice,  by  (hewing  her  deformity,  in  oppolition  to  thcj 
1  cauty  of  virtue  ;  and  to  amend  the  falfe  fyftems  of  philoibphy, 
!  f  pointiof  out  the  errors,  and  applying  falutary  means  to  avoid 
1  Jem;  is  a  noble  defign,  -and  was,    I  would  fain  flatter  myfelf,^ 

\  ic  general  intent  of  this  hieroglyphic   writer. Gulliver^ 

1  -avels  are  chkfly  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  irregular  cflay  oi? 
I  wift*8  necjifiar  wit  and  humour.  The  inhabitants  of  Lilliput 
I  fc  repiSfcht^,  as  if  reflected  from  a  concave  mirror,  by  which 
i  rery  o\^h  is  reduced  to  a  defpicable  minutencfs.  The  inha- 
1  llaii^  of  Brobdjngna^,  by  a  contrary  mirror,  are  enlarged  to  a 

Sdrinj^  deformity.  In  Lilliput  we  behoId*a"iet  of  punylrire'fts, 
or  animalcules  in  human  (hape,  ridiculoufly  engaged  in  affairs  of 
inportance.     In  Brobdingnag  the  monftcrs  of  enormous  fizc  arc 
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prentice  to  Mr  James  Bates^  an  eminent  furgeon 
in  London,  with  whom  I  continued  fom*  years  | 
and  my  fether  now  and  then  fending  me  fmaH 
fums  of  money,  I  laid  them  out  in  learning  na- 
vigation, and  other  parts  of  the  mathematics,  ufe- 
ful  to  thofe  who  intend  to  travel,  as  I  always  be-  g 
lieved  it  would  be  fome  time  or  other  my  fortune 
to  do.  When  I  left  Mr  Bates,  I  went  down  to  i 
my  father ;  where,  by  the  afliftance  of  him  and  i 
my  uncle  John,  and  fome  other  relations,  I  got 
forty  pounds,  and  a  promife  of  thirty  pounds  a- 
year  to  maintain  me  at  I^ydcn  :  *There  I  ftudied 
phyfic  two  years  and  feven  months,  knowing  it 
would  be  ufeful  in  long  voyages. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  Leyden,  I  was  re- ' 
commended  by  my  good  mafter,  Mr  Bates,  to  be  i 
furgeon  to  the  Swallow,  Captain  Abraham  Pan- 
nell  commander ;  with  whom  I  continued  three 
years  and  a  half,  making  a  voyage  or  two  into 
the  Levant,  and  fome  other  parts.  When  I  came 
back,  I  refolved  to  fettle  in  London  5  to  which 
Mr  Bates,  my  mafter,  encouraged  me,  and  by 
him  I  was  recommended  to  fcveral  patients.  I 
took  part  of  a  fmall  houfe  in  the  Old-Jury  j  and, 
being  advifed  to  alter  my  condition,  I  married 
Mrs  Mary  Burton,  fecond  daughter  to  Mr  Ed- 
I  mund 

employed   m  trifles In  tlie  two  firft  parts  there  arc  manf 

ridiculous  adventures,  even  fuch  as  muft  have  excited  mirth  from 
Hcraclitus.  Where  indelicacies  do  not  intervene,  the  narratiup 
is  very  entertaining  and  humorous.  In  fome  parts,  Gulliver 
fccms  to  have  had  particular  incidents,  if  net  particular  perfons, 
in  his  view.  His  obfervations  on  education  are  ufeful :  And  Co 
arc  his  improvements  on  the  inftitutions  of  Lycurgus.     Ornrj, 
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mund  Burton  ho&er  in  Newgate-ftreet,  with 
whom  I  received  four  hundred  pounds  for  a 
portion. 

But,  my  good  mafter  Bates  djing  in  two  yean 
after,  and  I  having  few  friends,  my  bufinefs  b^ 
gain  to  fail ;  for  my  conicience  would  not  fufier 
me  to  imitate  the  bad  practice  of  two^p:iany  among 
mj  brethren.  Having  therefore  confulted  with  my 
wife,  and  fome  of  my  acquaintance,  I  determined 
€0  go  again  to  fea»  I  was  furgeon  fucceffively  in  ^ 
two  fhipSy  and  made  feversd  voyages  for  iqc  years 
to  thci  £a(l  and  Weft-Indies,  by  which  I  got  fome 
addition  to  my  fortune.  My  hours  of  leifure  I 
fpent  in  reading  the  beft  authors,  ancient  and 
modern,  being  always  provided  with  a  good  num- 
ber of  books ;  and,  when  I  was  afhore,  in  ob- 
Cbrving  the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  learning  their  language,  wherein,  I  had 
a  great  facility  by  the  ftrength  of  niy  memory. 

The  laft  of  thefe  voyages  not  proving  very  for- 
tunate, I  grew  weary  of  the  fea,  and  intended  to 
ftay  at  home  with  my  wife  and  family.  I  remov- 
ed from  the  Old- Jury  to  Fetter-lane,  and  from 
thence  to  Wapping,  hoping  to  get  bufinefs  among 
the  failors ;  but  it  would  not  tiu-n  to  account. 
After  three  years  expectation  that  things  would 
mend,  I  accepted  an  advantageous  offer  from 
Capt.  William  Prichard,  mafter  of  the  Antelope, 
who  was  making  a  voyage  to  the  South-Sea.  Wc 
fet  fail  from  Briftol,  May  4th,  1699;  and  our 
voyage  at  fir  ft  was  very  profperous. 

Vol.  V.  B  Ix 
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It  would  not  be  proper,  for  fome  rcafonsj  to 
trouble  the  reader  with  the  particulars  of  our  ad- 
ventures in  thofe  feas.  Let  it  fuffice  to  inform 
him,  that,  in  our  paflage  from  thence  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  we  were  driven  by  a  violent  florm  to  the 
north-weft  of  Van  Diemen's  land.  By  an  obferva- 
tion,  we  fbund  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of  30  de- 
grees 2  minutes  fouth.  Twelve  of  our  crew  were 
dead  by  immoderate  labour,  and  ill  food  5  the  reft 
were  in  a  very  weak  condition.  On  the  5th  of 
November,  which  was  the  beginning  of  fummer 
in  thofe  parts,  the  weather  being  very  hazy,  the 
feamen  fpied  a  rock  within  half  a  cable's  length 
of  the  (hip  ;  but  the  wind  was  fo  ftrong,  4hat 
we  were  driven  direftly  upon  itj  and  imnrediately 
fplit.  Six  of  the  crew,  of  whom  I  was  one, 
having  let  down  the  boat  into  the  fea,  made  a 
fhift  to  get  clear  of  the  fhip  and  the  rock.  We 
rowed  by  my  computation  about  three  leagues^ 
till  we  were  able  to  work  no  longer,  being  al- 
ready fpent  with  labour  while  we  were  in  the  fhipu 
We  therefore  trufted  ourfelves  to  the  mercy  of 
the  waves,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  the  boat 
was  overfet  by  a  fudden  flurry  from  the  north. 
What  became  of  my  companions  in  the  boat,  as 
well  as  of  thofe  who  efcaped  on  the  rock,  or 
were  left  in  the  veflel,  I  cannot  tell  5  but  con- 
clude they  Were  all  loft.  For  my  own  part,  I 
fwam  as  fortune  diredled  me,  and  was  pufhed 
forward  by  wind  and  tide.  I  often  let  my  legs 
drop,  and  could  feel  no  bottom  :  But  when  I  was 
almoft  gone,  and  able  to  ftruggle  no  longer,  I 

found 
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Sound  myfclf  within  my  depth ;  and  by  this  time 
the  ftorm  was  much  abated.  The  declivity  was 
fb  fmall)  that  I  walked  near  a  mile  before  I  got  (o 
the  fhore,  which  I  conjedlured  \vas  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  then  advanced  forward 
near  half  a  mile,  but  could  not  difcover  any  fign 
of  houfes  or  inhabitants  ;  at  leaft  I  was  in  fa 
weak  a  condition,  that  I  did  not  obferve  them. 
I  was  extremely  tired  ;  and  with  that,  and  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  about  half  a  pint  of 
brandy  that  I  drank  as  I  left  the  fhip,  I  found 
myfelf  much  mclined  to  fleep.  I  lay"  down  on 
the  grafs,'  which  was  very  Ihort  and  foft,  where 
I  flept  founder  than  ever  I  remembered  to  have 
done  in  my  life,  and,  as  I  reckoned,  about  nine 
hours  ;  for  when  I  awaked,  it  was  juft  day-light* 
I  attempted  to  rife,  but  was  not  able  to  ftir  ;  for, 
as  I  happened  to  lie  on  my  back,  I  found  my 
arms  and  legs  were  ftrongly  faftened  on  each  fide 
to  the  ground  ;  and  my  hair,  which  was  long 
and  thick,  tied  down  in  the  fame  manaer.  I 
likewife  felt  feveral  flender  ligatures  acrofs  my 
body,  from  my  arm-pits  to  my  thighs.  I  could 
only  look  upwards,  the  fun  began  to  grow  hot^ 
and  the  light  offended  my  eyes.  I  heard  a  con- 
fiifcd  noife  about  .me  j  but,  in  the  poflure  I  layj^ 
could  fee  nothing  except  the  .Iky.  In  a  little  time 
I  fek  fomething  alive  moving  on  my  left  leg^ 
which  advancing  gently  forward  over  my  breaft, 
came  almoft  up  to  my  chin ;  when  bending  my 
eyes  downward  as  much  as  I  could,  I  perceived  it 
to  be  a  human  creature  not  iix  inches  high^  with. 
B  2  ^ 
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a  bow  and  arrow  in  his  hands,  and  a  qtiircr  at 
his  back.  In  the  mean-time,  I  felt  at  leaft  forty 
more  of  the  fame  kind  (as  I  conjeftnrcd)  follow- 
ing the  firft.  I  was  in  the  utmoft  aftonifhment, 
and  roared  fo  loud,  that  they  all  ran  back  in  a 
fright ;  and  fome  of  them,  as  I  was  afterwards 
told,  were  hurt  with  the  falls  they  got  by  Ica^nng 
from  my  fides  upon  the  ground.  However,  they 
foon  returned  ;  ^and  one  of  them,  who  ventufcd 
fo  far  as  to  get  a  foil  fight  of  my  face,  lifting  up 
his  hands  and  eyes  by  way  of  admiration,  cried 
out  in  a  fhrill  but  diftinft  voice,  Hekinah  degtd: 
The  others  repeated  the  fame  words  feveral  times, 
but  I  then  knew  not  what  they  meant.  I  lay  all 
this  while,  as  the  reader  may  believe,  in  great 
uneafinefs ;  at  length,  ftruggling  to  get  loofe,  I 
had  the  fortune  to  break  the  ftrings,  and  wrench 
out  the  pegs,  that  faftened  my  left  arm  to  the 
ground  ;  for,  by  lifting  it  up  to  my  face,  I  dif* 
covered  the  methods  they  had  taken  to  bind  me> 
and  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  violent  pull,  which 
gave  me  exceflive  pain,  I  a  little  loofcned  the 
ftrings  that  tied  down  my  hair  on  the  left  fide, 
Co  that  I  was  juft  able  to  turn  my  head  about  two 
inches.  But  the  creatures  ran  off  a  fecond  time, 
before  I  could  feize  them  ;  whereupon  there  was 
a  great  fliout  in  a  very  fhrill  accent,  and,  after 
it  ceafed,  I  heard  one  of  them  cry  aloud,  Tolga 
phonac  ;  when  in  an  ihftant  I  frit  above  an  hun- 
dred arrows  difcharged  on  my  left  hand,  which 
pricked  me  like  fo  many  needles ;  and  befides, 
they  (hot  atiothei:  flight  i&to  the  air,  as  we  do 
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•bombs  in, Europe,  whereof  many,  I  fuppofe,  fell 
on  my  body,  (though  I  felt  thetn  not)  and  fome 
on  my  face,  which  I  immediately  covered  with 
my  left  hand.  When  this  {hower  of  arrows  was 
over  me,  I  fell  a  groaning  with  grief  and  pain  ;. 
and  then  ftriving.  again  to  get  loofe,  they  dii^ 
charged  another  volley  larger  than  the  firft,  and 
fome  of  them  attempted  with  fpears  to  ftick  me 
in  the  iides  \  but  by  good  luck  1  had  on  me  a 
buff  jerkin,  which  they  could  not  pierce.  I 
thought  it  the  mod  prudent  method  to  lie  fliU, 
and  my  deiign  was  to -continue  fo  till  night,  when, 
my  left  hand  being  akeady  loofe,  I  could  eafily 
free  myfelfj :.  And  as  for  the  inhabitant s^  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  I  might  be  a  match  for  the 
greateft  army  they  could  bring  againft  me,  if 
they  were  all  of  the  fame  iize  with  him  that  I 
faw.  But  fortune  difpofed  otherwife  of  me. 
When  the  people  obferved  I  was  quiet,  they  dif- 
charged  no  more  arrows  :  But,  by  the  noife  I 
heard,  I  knew  their  numbers  increaied ;  .  and 
about  four  yards  from  me,.over-againft  my  right 
car,  I  heard  a  knocking  for  above  an  hour,  like 
.that  of  people  at  work  :  When  turning  my  head 
that  way,  as  well  as  the  pegs  and  firings  would 
permit  me,  1  faw  a  ftage.  eredled  about  a  foot  and 
a  half  from  the  ground,  capable  of  holding  four 
of  the  inhabitants,  with  two  or  three  ladders  to 
mount  it  :  From  whence  one  of  them,,  who 
ieemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  quality,  made  me  a  long  ^ 
fpeech,  whereof  I  undcrftood  not  one  fyllable. 
But  I  fhould  have  mentioned,  that  before  the 
B  3  ipmd^VV. 
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principal  perlba  began  his  oradoni  he  Cried  ott 
thtee  times,  Langro  iehut  fan  :  (thefe  words  and 
the  former  were  afterwards  repeated  and  explainb 
cd  to  me}.  Whereupon  immediately  about  fift)r 
of  the  ihh^itants  came  and  cut  the  ftrings  dial 
fiiftetied  the  left  fide  of  my  head^  which  gave  ine 
die  liberty  of  turning  it  to  the  rrght»  and  of  ob» 
lervidg  Ae  perfoti  and  gefture  of  him  that  was  ta 
fpeak.  He  appeared  to  be  of  a  middle  age,  and 
^dler  than  any  of  the  other  three  who  attended 
Jlim,  whereof  one  was  a  page  diat  held  up  hfi> 
train,  and  feemed  to  be  fbmewhat  longer  than 
Ajy  middle  finger ;  the  other  two  flood  one  ox^ 
each  fide  to  fupport  him.  He  a^d  every  pai^ 
of  an  orator,  and  I  could  obferve  many  periods 
of  threatnings,  and  others  of  promifcs,  pity,  and 
kindnelL  I  anfwered  in  a  few  words,  but  in  the 
moft  fubnriffive  manner,  lifting  up  my  left  hand 
and  both  my  eyes  to  the  fun,  as  calling  him  for  a 
witnefs  \  and  being  almoft  famiihed  with  hunger, 
having  not  eaten  a  morfel  for  {ot^it  hours  before 
I  left  the  fhip,  I  found  the  demands  of  nature  fcr 
ffarong  upon  me,  that  I  could  not  forbear  fhew«^ 
ii^  my  impatience  (perhaps  ^ainft  the  ftriA 
rules  of  decency)  by  putting  my  finger  frequently 
to  my  mouth,  to  fignify  that  I  wanted  fbod- 
The  Hurgo  (for  fo  they  call  a  great  lord,  as  I 
afterwards  learned)  underftood  me  very  welL 
He  dAfcended  from  the  ftage,  and  commanded 
that  fcveral  ladders  fhould  be  applied  to  my  fides  ;. 
on  which  above  an  hundred  of  the  inhabitant* 
mounted^  aud  walked  towards  my  mouth,  laden 

with 
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I  baskets  full  of  meat,  which  had  been  pnK 
d  and  ient  tlurbef  by  the  King's  orders^  up^ 
he  firft  intelligente  he  recdred  of  me.  I  olK 
ed  theire  w9b  the  flefh  of  leteral  anittab,  but 
Id  not  dUHdgttKh  theflrby  t|^  tafte.  Theie 
e  (houlders,  legSi  and  loin^  fhaped  like  thole 
[mittoD^  and  'wrf  wdL  dhsfled^  but  finaller 
I  die  wings  of  a  lark.  I  eat  them  by  ttvo  oir 
le  at  a  mouthful,  and  took  thre6  lotrei  at  a^ 
s  about  the  bignefir  of  muflcet  bullets.  They: 
>lied  me  as  faft  as  they  could)  fltewing  a  thon-^ 
1  marics  of  wonder  and  aftom(hment  at  my 
c  and  appetite.  I  Atrt  made  another  fign,. 
:  I  wanted  dritdt.  They  found  b^  my  eating, 
:  a  fmall  quantity  could  not  fuffice  me^  and,, 
ig  a  moil  ingenious  people,  they  flung  up  with. 
It  dexterity  one  of  their  largeft  hogflieads,. 
1  rolled  it  towards  my  hand,  and  brat  out  the* 
;  I  drank  k  off  at  a  draught,  which  I  might 
i  do,  for  it  did  not  hold  half  a  pim^  atid  taiW 
Like  a  fmall  wine  of  Burgundy,  but  much 
re  delicious.  They  brought  me  a  iecond 
ihead,  which  I  drank  in  the  fame  manner, 

made  figns  for  more  y  but  they  had  none  ta 
:  me.  When  I  had  performed  the(b  wonders, 
r  fhouted  for  joy,  and  danced  upon  my  iMreaft, 
^ting  feveral  times,  as  they  did  At  firft,  Hiki^ 

difguL  They  made  me  a  iign  that  lihould 
>w  down  the  two  hogflieads,  but  firft  warning 
people  below  to  ftand  out  of  the  way,  crying 
id,  Borach  mevola ;  and  when  they  faw  the 
els  in  the  air,  there  was  smuniverfal  ftiout  of 

Hekinah 
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Heiinab  deguL  1  confefs  1  was  often  tempted, 
.while  they  were:  pacing  backwards  and  forwards 
on  my  body,  to.fei?:e  forty  or  fifty  of  the  firft 
that  came  in  my  reach,  and  dafli  them  agaloft 
the  ground.  But  the  remembrance  of  what  I 
had  felt,  which  probably^  might;  not  be  the  worft 
they  could  do, .  atid  thp  promife .  of  honour  I 
made  j  them,  for  fo .  I  interpreted,  my  fubmiffi^vc 
.behaviour,  foon  drove  out  thefe  imaginatipios. 
Befides,.!  now  conQdered  myfelf  as  bound, by 
•the  laws  of  hofpitality  to  a  people,  who  had  treat- 
ed me-  with  fo  much  expence  and  magnificence. 
However^  in  my  thoughts  I  CQuld  not  fufiiciently 
wonder  at  the  intrepidity  of  thefe  diminutive  mor- 
tals, who  durfl  venture  to-  mount  and  walk  upon 
my  body,  while  one  of  my  hands  was  at  liberty, 
without  trembling  at  the  very  fight  of  fo  prodi- 
gious a  creature  as  I  muft  appear  to  them.  Aftcr^ 
fome  time,  when  they  obfcrved  that  I  made  no 
moi*e  demands  for  meat,  there  appeared  before  mc 
a  pcrfon  of  high  rank  from  his  Imperial  Majefty* 
His  Exccllencyj  having  mounted  on  the  fmallof 
my  right  leg,  advanced  forwards  to  my  facc^ 
with  about  a  dozen  of  his  retinue.  And  produ^- 
cing  his  credentials  under  the  fignct-royal,  which 
he  applied  clofe  to  my  eyes,  fpoke  about  ten  mir 
sutes  without  any  figns  of  anger  j  but  with  a  kind 
of  determined  refolution  y  often  pointing  fori- 
wards,  which,  as  I  afterwards  found,  was  to*- 
wards  the  capital  city,  about  half  a  mile  diftant, 
whither  it  was  agreed  by  his  Majefty  in  council 
tbat.  I  muft  be  conveyed.      I  anfwered  in  few 

wordS|. 
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words,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  made  a  iign  with 
mj  hand  that  was  loofe,  putting  it  to  the  other 
(but  orer  his  Excellency's  head,  for  fear  of  hurt- 
ing him  or  his  train)  and  then  to  my  head  and 
body,  to  fignify  that  I  defired  my  liberty.  It  ap- 
peared, that  he  underftood  me  well  enough ;  for 
he  (hook  his  head  by  way  of  difapprobation,  and 
held  his  hand  in  a  podurc  to  fhew  that  I  muft 
be  carried  as  a  prifoner.  However,  he  made 
other  iigns,  to  let  me  underftand  that  I  fhould 
have  meat  and  drink  enough,  and  very  good 
treatment.  Whereupon  I  once  more  thought  of 
attempting  to  break  my  bodds ;  but  again,  when 
I  felt  the  fmart  of  their  arrows  upon  my  face 
and  hands,  which  were  all  in  bliilers,  and  many 
of  the  darts  ftill  fticking  in  them,  and  obferving 
Ukewife  that  the  number  of  my  enemies  increafed, 
I  gave  tokens  to  let  them  know,  that  they  might 
do  with  me  what  they  pleafed.  Upon  this  the 
Hurgp  and  his  train  withdrew,  with  much  civility, 
and  chearful  countenances.  Soon  after  I  heard  a 
general  fhout,  with  frequent  repedtions  of  the 
words,  Peblotnfelam  ;  and  I  felt  great  numbers  of 
people  on  my  left  fide,  relaxing  the  cords  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  I  was  able  to  turn  upon  my  right, 
and  to  eafe  myfelf  with  making  water  \  which  I 
very  plentifully  did,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  af 
the  people,  who  conjedhiring,  by  my  motion, 
what  I  was  going  to  do,  immediately  opened  to 
the  right  and  left  on  that  fide,  to  avoid  the  tor* 
rent,  which  fell  with  much  noife  and  violence 
from  me.     But  before  this,  they  had  daubed  my 
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face  and  lx)th  my  hands  with  a  fort  of  ointment 
very  pleafant  to  the  fmell,  which  in  a  few  minutes 
removed  all  the  fmart  of  their  arrows.  Tliefe  cir^ 
cumftanccs  added  to  the  refrefliment  I  had  re- 
ceived by  their  vicluals  and  drink,  which  were 
very  nourifliing,  difpofed  me  to  fleep.  I  flept 
about  eight  hours,  as  I  was  afterwards  afTured  ; 
and  it  was  no  wonder,  for  the  phyficians,  by  the 
Emperor's  order,  had  mingled  a  fleepy  potion  in 
the  hogfheads  of  wine. 

It  feems,  that  upon  the  firft  moment  I  was  dit 
covered  fleeping  on  the  ground  after  my  land^ 
ing,  the  Emperor  had  early  notice  of  it  by  an  cx- 
prcfs  ;  and  determined  in  council,  that  I  fhouU 
be  tied  in  the  manner  I  have  related,  (which  waf 
done  in  the  night  while  I  flept) ;  that  plenty  of 
meat  and  drink  Ihould  be  fent  to  me,  and  a  ma- 
chine prepared  to  carry  me  to  the  capital  city. 

This  refolution  perhaps  may  appear  very  bold 
and  dangerous,  and  I  am  confident  would  not  be 
imitated  by  any  prince  in  Europe  on  the  like"  oc- 
cafion.  However,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  ex- 
tremely prudent,  as  well  as  generous  ;  for,  fup- 
pofing  thofe  people  had  endeavoured  to  kill  me 
with  their  fpears  and  arrows  while  I  was  afleep^ 
I  (hould  certainly  have  awaked  with  the  firft  fenfe 
of  fmart,  which  might  fo  far  have  rouzed  my 
rage  and  ftrength,  as  to  have  enabled  me  to  break: 
the  firings  wherewith  I  was  tied  ;  after  which,  as 
they  were  not  able  to  make  refiftance,  fo  they 
could  expeA  iio  mercy. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  people  are  moft  excellent  mathemati- 
cians, and  arrived  to  a  great  perfedlion  in  me- 
chanics, by  the  countenance  and  encouragement 
of  the  Emperor,  who  is  a  renowned  patron  of 
learning.  This  prince  hath  feveral  machines 
£xed  on  wheels,  for  the  carriage  of  trees  and 
other  great  weights.  He  often  builds  his  largeft 
men  of  war,  whereof  fome  are  nine  feet  long,  in 
the  woods  where  the  timber  grows,  and  has  them 
carried  on  thefe  engines  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  to  the  fea.  Five  hundred  carpenters  and  en- 
gineers were  immediately  fet  at  work,  to  prepare 
the  greateft  engine  they  had.  It  was  a  frame  of 
wood  raifed  three  inches  from  the  ground,  about 
ieven  feet  long,  and  four  wide,  moving  upon 
twenty-two  wheels.  The  fhout  I  heard  was 
upon  the  arrival  of  this  engine,  which  it  fe.ems 
fet  out  in  four  hours  after  my  landing.  It  was 
brought  parallel  to  me,  ajs  I  lay.  But  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  was  to  raife  and  place  me  in  this 
vehicle.  Eighty  poles,  each  of  one  foot  high, 
were  creftcd  for  this  purpofe,  and  very  ftrong 
cords,  of  the  bigncfs  of  pack-thread,  were  faftened 
by  hooks  to  many  bandages,  which  the  workmen 
had  girt  round  my  neck,  my  hands,  my  body, 
and  my  legs.  Nine  hundred  of  the  flrongefl: 
men  were  employed  to  draw  up  thefe  cords  by 
many  puUies  faflened  on  the  poles,  and  thus,  in 
lefs  than  three  hours,  I  was  raifed  and  flung  into 
the  engine,  and  there  tied  faft.  All  this  I  was 
told,  for,  while  the  whole  operation  was  per- 
forming, I  lay  in  a  profound  fleep  by  the  force 
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of  chat  fo poriferous  medicine  infufed  into  mj 
Lqiior.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  Emperor' a  largcll 
horfes,  each  about  four  inches  and  an  half  high| 
were  employed  to  draw  mc  towards  jhc  laet 
polis^  which,  as  I  faid,  was  half  a  mile  di^u\ 
About  four  hours  after  we  began  our  jourj 
I  awaked  by  a  very  ridiculous  accident ;  for 
carriage  bemg  ftopt  a-while  to  adjuft  fomcthi 
that  was  out  of  order,  two  or  three  of  the  yci 
natives  had  the  curiofity  to  fee  how  I 
whca  I  was  afleep ;  they  climbed 
engine,  and  advancing  very  foftly  to  rny 
one  of  themi  au  officer  In  the  guardij  put 
(harp  end  of  his  half-pike  4;go#d  way  ihm 
kft  Qoftrilj  which  tickled  my  nofe  like  a 
iml  made  mc  fneezc  violently  \i  Wht 
ticy  ftole  off  unperceivcd^  and  it  was  three 
before  I  knew  the  caufe  of  my  awaking  la 
•dealy^  We  made  a  long  itisirch  the  rci 
f»it  of  the  day  J  and  xcitei  at  nigUt  m 
hundred  guards  on  each  Hdc  <>f  nie^  hal 
torches^  and  half  with  l>ow8  ^m\d  aran^wsi  ^ 
to  fliooE  me,  if  I  Ihould  offer  to  ^1^  The 


tbat  ecvuraie  In  Whu 


*  It  lias  been  remirked,  tbat  ecru  rape  1&  ^atevt?^  i 
thoiigh  It  iomtrtimtn  fxcitfs  indigiMtioii,   is  net«i'  tJ^e  d^J« 
vaaUTApt  ^  IniiA  chU  ay^tan  ta  he  tiw,  onl^  titcsule  cei< 
p  fuppo&ilt^  implf  f«p*rl©rity  ;  Pot  tfiis  #Pfr  in  tki  gik 
pecQ^c?  CKifirEir^ely  i  id i colon t  ind  rontjtFQvptibJtr^  by  an   ^€ 
ihc  moA  didng  ejlrk^ty,  whkh  f«t9  hirei   in  eompaj-Hon 
fcuUivcr  ;  to  whom  tie  wau To  much  infcrSfjr,  that  a  blaft  t 
^^^inmnid»$  m>ftHli  wji iji  have  cgilatiacred  >M  iUe  ^  a|J 
t^flifm  itie\f  U  not  proof  againll  ndieSe,  tliyfl  furdy  iii-cT 
^liputians  in  phiiofophy,  who  confider  ridicule  as  th«  tcftof 
truth.    Ha-ufkcj: 


^dL:v. 


^4»:lA^ 
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morning,  at  fun-rife,  wc  continued  our  march, 
ind  arrived  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
:ity-gatcs  about  noon.  The  Emperor,  and  all 
lis  court,  came  out  to  meet  us ;  but  hb  great 
officers  would  by  no  means  fiiffer  his  Majefty 
to  endanger  his  perfon,  by  mounting  on  my 
body. 

At  the  place  where  the  carriage  ftopt,  there 
ftood  an  ancient  temple,  efteemed  to  be  the  lar- 
geft  in  the  whole  kingdom,  which,  having  been 
polluted  fome  years  before  by  an  unnatural  mur- 
der, was,  according  to  the  zeal  of  thofe  people, 
looked  upon  as  prophane,  and  therefore  had 
been  applied  to  common  ufe,  and  all  the  orna- 
ments and  furniture  earned  away.  In  this 
edifice  it  was  determined  I  (hould  lodge.  The 
great  gate  fronting  to  the  north  was  about  four 
feet  high,  and  almofk  two  feet  wide,  through 
which  I  could  eafily  creep.  On  each  fide  of  the 
gate  was  a  fmall  window,  not  above  lix  inches 
from  the  ground  :  Into  that  on  tlie  left  fide,  the 
King's  fmith  conveyed  fourfcore  and  eleven  chains^ 
like  thofe  that  hang  to  a  lady's  watch  in  Europe, 
and  almoft  as  large,  which  were  locked  to  my 
left  leg  with  fix  and  thirty  padlocks.  Over- 
againft  this  temple,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
great  high-way,  at  twenty  feet  diftance,  there  was 
a  turret  at  leaft  five  feet  high.  Here  the  Empe- 
ror afcended,  with  many  principal  lords  of  his 
court,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  me, 
as  I  ¥ras  told,  for  I  could  not  fee  them.  It  was 
reckoned,  that  above  an  hundred  thoufand  in- 
VoL.  V.  C  liabvt^iil^ 
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habitants  came  out  of  the  town  upon  the  fame 
errand  ;  and  in  fpite  of  my  guards,  I  believe, 
there  could  not  be  fewer  than  ten  thoufand,  at 
feveral  times,  who  mounted  my  body  by  the  help 
of  ladders.  But  a  proclamation  was  foon  iflued, 
to  forbid  it  upon  pain  of  death.  When  the 
workmen  found  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  break 
.  looie,  they  cut  all  the  firings  that  bound  me ; 
whereupon  I  rofe  up  with  as  melancholy  a  dit 
pofition,  as  ever  I  had  ih  my  life.  But  the  noife 
and  aftonifliment  of  the  people  at  feeing  me  rife 
and  walk,  are  not  to  be  exprefled.  The  chains 
that  held  my  left  leg,  were  about  two  yards  long, 
and  gave  me  not  only  the  liberty  of  walking  back- 
wards and  forwards  in  a  femicircle  ;  but,  being 
fixed  within  four  inches  of  the  gate,  allowed  me  to 
creep  in,  and  lie  at  my  full  length  in  the  temple. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-        11. 

^he  Emperor  of  Lilliput^  attended  by  fever al  of  the 
nohilityy  comes  to  fee  the  author  in  his  confinement. 
The  Emperor* s  perfon  and  habit  defcribed.  Learn'^ 
ed  men  appointed  ta  teach  the  author  their  lan'» 
guagCm  He  gains  favour  by  his  mild  difpofttion. 
His  pockets  are  fearchedy  and  his  fword  and pif 
tols  taken  from  him^ 

WH  E  N  I  found  myfelf  on  my,  feet,  I 
looked  about  me,  and  muft  confefs  I 
never  beheld  a  more  entertaining  profpeft.  The 
country  around  appeared  like  a  continued  gar- 
den ;  and  the  inclofed  fields,  which  were  generally 
forty  feet  fquare,  refembled  fo  many  beds  of 
flowers-  Thefc  fields  were  intermingled  with 
woods  of  half  a  ftang  *  ;  and  the  talleft  trees,  as 
1  could  judge,  appeared  to  be  feven  feet  high. 
I  viewed  the  town  on  my  left  hand,  which 
looked  like  the  painted  fcene  of  a  city  in  a  theatre. 
I  had  been  for  fome  hours  extremely  prefled 
by  the  neceflities  of  nature  ;  which  was  no  won- 
der, it  being  almoft  two  days  fince  I  had  laft 
^  difcurthened  myfelf.  I  was  under  great  diffi- 
culties between  urgency  and  fhame.  The  beft 
expedient  I  could  think  on,  was  to  creep  into 
my  houfe,  which  I  accordingly  did  ;  and,  Glut- 
ting the  gate  after  me,  I  went  as  far  as  the  length 
C  2  of 

•  A  ftang  is  a  pole  or  perch,  fixteen  feet  and  an  V\aU,  HaiuVcJ. 
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of  my  chain  would  fuffer,  and  difchargcd  my 
body  of  that  uneafy  load.  But  this  was  the  only 
time  I  was  ever  guilty  of  fo  uncleanly  an  a6lion ; 
for  which  I  cannot  but  hope  the  candid  reader 
will  give  fome  allowance,  after  he  hath  maturely 
and  impartially  conddered  my  cafe,  and  the  diftrefs 
I  was  in.  From  this  time  my  conftant  pra£lice 
was,  as  foon  as  I  rofe,  to  perform  that  bufinefs  in 
open  air,  at  the  full  extent  of  my  chain  ;  and  due 
care*  was  taken  every  morning,  before  company 
came,  that  the  offenfive  matter  (hould  be  carried 
off  in  wheel-barrows,  by  two  fervants  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  I  would  not  have  dwelt  fo 
long  upon  a  circumftance,  that  perhaps  at  firft. 
fight  may  appear  not  very  momentous,  if  I  had 
not  thought  it  neccflary  to  juftify  my  charafter^ 
in  point  of  cleanlinefs,  to  the  world  ;  which  I 
am  told  fome  of  my  raaligners  have  been  pleafed, 
upon  this  and  other  occafions,  to  call  in  queftion. 
When  this  adventure  was  at  an  end,  I  came  back 
out  of  my  houfe,  having  occafion  for  frcfh  air. 
The  Emperor  was  already  defcended  from  the 
tower,  and  advancing  on  horfe-back  towards  me, 
which  had  like  to  have  coft  him  dear  ;  for  the 
beaft,  though  very  well  trained,  yet  wholly  un- 
ufcd  to  fuch  a  fight,  which  appeared  as  if  a 
mountain,  moved  before  him,  reared  up  on  his 
hinder  feet :  But  that  prince,  whois  an  excellent 
horfeman,  Jcept  his  feat,  till  his  attendants  ran 
in,  and  held  his  bridle,^  while  his  Majefty  had 
time  to  difmount.  When  he  alighted,  he  fur- 
reyed  me  round  with  great  admiration  5  but  kept 

beyond 
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beyond  the  length  of  my  chain.  He  ordered  his  ~ 
cooks  and  butlers,  who  were  already  prepared,' 
to  give  me  viftuals  and  drink,  which  they  pufhed 
forward  in  a  fort  of  vehicles  upon  wheels,  till 
I  could  reach  them.  I  took  thefc  vehicles,  and 
foon  emptied  them  all  ;  twenty  of  them  were 
filled  with  meat,  and  ten  with  liquor ;  each  of 
the  former  afforded  me  two  or  three  good 
mouthfiils  ;  and  I  emptied  the  liquor  of  ten 
veffels,  which  was  contained  in  earthen  vials, 
into  one  vehicle,  drinking  it  off  at  a  draught ; 
and  fo  I  did  with  the  reft.  The  Emprcfs,  and 
young  princes  of  the  blood  of  both  fexcs,  at- 
tended by  many  ladies,  fat  at  fome  diftance  in 
their  chairs  ;  but,  upon  the  accident  that  hap- 
pened to  the  Emperor's  horfe,  they  alighted,  and 
came  near-  his  perfon,  which  I  am  now  going  to 
defcribe.  He  is  taller  by  almoft  the  breadth  of 
my  nail,  than  any  of  his  court,  which  alone  is 
enough  to  ikrike  an  awe  into  the  beholders.  Jiis 
features  are  ftrong  and  mafculine,  with  an  Au- 
ftrian  lip  and  arched  nofe,  his  complexion  olive, 
his  countenance  eredl:,  his  body  and  limbs  well 
proportioned^  all  his  motions  graceful,  and  his 
deportment  majeftic.  He  was  then  paft  his  prime, 
being  twenty-eight  year^  and  three  quarters  old, 
of  which  he  had  reigned  about  fcven  in  great  fe- 
licity, and  generally  vi^orious.  For  the  better 
convenience  of  beholding  him,  I  lay  on  my  lide, 
fo  that  my  face  was  parallel  to  his,  and  he  ftood 
but  three  yards  off:  However,  I  have  had  him 
fince  many  times  in  my  hand,  and  therefore  c^iri- 
C  3  xvox. 
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not  be  deceived  in  the  defcription.  His  dre& 
was  veiy  plain  and  fiinple,  and  the  fefhion  of  it 
between  the  Aftatic  and  the  European:  But  he 
had  on  his  head  a  light  helmet  of  gokl^  adorned 
with  jewels,  and  a  plume  on  the  creft.  He  held 
his  fword  drawn  in  his  hand,  to  defend  himfelf,. 
if  I  (hould  happen  to  break  loofe  *  ;  it  was  almoft 
three  inches  long  j  the  hilt  and  fcabbard  were 
gold  enriched  with  diamonds.  His  voice  was 
fhrill,  but  very  clear  and  articulate,  and  I  could 
diftin^ly  hear  it  when  I  flood  up.  The  ladies 
and  courtiers  were  all  moft  magnificently  clad^ 
fo  that  the  fpot  they  ftood  upon  feenied  to  refem^ 
ble  a  petticoat  fpread  on  the  ground,  embroider- 
ed with  figures  of  gold  and  filver.  His  Impenal 
Majcfty  fpoke  often  to  me,  and  I  returned  an- 
fwcrs  ;  but  neither  of  us  could  underftand  a  fyl- 
lable.  There  were  feveral  of  his  priefts  and 
lawyers  prefent,  (as  I  conjedhired  by  their  habits) 
who  were  commanded  to  addrefs  themfclves  to 
me  ;  and  I  Ipoke  to  them  in  as  many  languages 
as  I  had  the  leaft  fmattering  of,  which  were  High 
and  Low  Dutch^  Latin,  French^  Spanijh,  Italian 
and   Lingua  Franca;    but  all  to   no    purpofe* 

After 

*  Tlic  mafctlrfte  flrength  of  features,  which  GoUivcr  could 
not  fee,  till  he  hud  his  face  upon  the  ground ;  and  the  awful 
fupcriority  of  (laturc  in  a  being,  whom  he  held  in  his  hand ; 
the  helmet,  the  plume,  and  the  fword,  are  a  fine  reproof  of 
hnman  pride;  the  objefts  of  which  are  trifling  difJin^^ions^ 
whether  of  perfbn  or  rank ;  the  ridiculous  parade  and  often- 
tation  of  a  pigmy ;  which  derive  not  only  their  origin,  bat 
their  ufc,  from  the  folly,  wcaknefs,  and  impcrfedion  of  our* 
fylwes  md  otJicrs.    HatvJief. 
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AEter  about  two  hours  the  court  retired,  and  I 
'Was  left  with  a  ftrong  guard  to  prevent  the  im- 
pertinence^  and  probably  the,  malice  of  the  rab- 
ble, who  were  very  impatient  to  croud  about  me 
as  near  as  they  durft;  and  fome  of  them  had 
impudence  to  flioot  their  arrows  at  me,  as  I  fat 
on  the  ground  by  the  door  of  my/  houfe,  where- 
of one  very  narrowly  milled  my  left  eye.     But 
the  colonel  ordered  fix  of  the  ring-leaders  to  be 
feized,  and  thought  no  punifhment  fo  proper  as 
to  deliver  them  bound  into  my  hands  ;  which 
fomc  of  his  foldiers  accordingly  did,  pufhing  them, 
forward  with  the  but-ends  of  their  pikes  into  my 
reach :  I  took  them  all  on  my  right  hand,  put 
five  of  them  into  my  coat-pocket ;  and  as  to  the 
the  fijcth^  I  made  a  countenance  as  if  I  would  eat 
him  alive.     The  poor  man  fqualled  terribly,  and 
the  colonel  and  his  ofiicers  were  in  much  pain^ 
efpecially  when  they  faw  me  take  out  my  pen- 
knife :  But  I  foon  put  tliem  out  of  fear  ;  for, 
loo^ng  mildly,  and  Immediately  cutting  the  firings 
he  was   bound  with,  I  (ct  him  gently  on  the 
ground,  and  away  he  ran.     I  treated  the  reft  in 
the  fame  manner,  taking  them  one  by  one  out  of 
my  pocket ;  and  I  obferved  both  the  foldiers  and 
people  were  highly  delighted  at  this  mark  of  my 
dcmency,  which  was  reprcfcnted  very  much  to 
my  advantage  at  court. 

Towards  night  I  got  with  fome  difiiculty  into  my 
Koufe,  where  I  lay  on  the  ground,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  about  a  fortnight ;  during  which  time  the 
Emperor  gave^ordei's  to  have  a  bed  prepared  for 

me* 
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mc.  Six  hundred  beds  of  the  common  meafiire 
were  brought  in  carriages,  and  worked  up  in  my 
houfe  ;  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  beds,  fewn  ^ 
together,  made  up  the  breadth  and  length  ;  and 
thefe  were  four  double,  which  however  kept  mc' 
but  very  indifferently  from  the  hardnefs  of  the 
floor,  that  was  of  fmooth  ftone.  By  the  fame 
computation  they  provided  me  with  fheets  and 
blankets,  and  coverlets,  tolerable  enough  for  one 
who  had  been  fo  long  inured  to  hardfhips-*- 

As  the  news  of  my  arrival  fpiead  through  the  . 
kingdom,  it  brought  prodigious  numbers  of  rich, 
idle,  and  curious  people  to  fee  me ;  fo  that  the 
villages  were  almoft  ejuptied  ;  and  great  neglcft 
of  tillage  and  houfehold  affairs  mufl  have  enfued, 
if  his  Imperial  Majefi-y  had  not  provided,  by  lev©- 
ral  proclamations  and  orders  of  flate,  againfl  thb 
inconveniency.  He  dire<n:ed,  that  thofe  who  had 
already  beheld  mc,  fhould  return  home,  and  not 
prefume  to  come  within  fifty  yards  of  my  houfe 
without  licence  from  court ;  whereby  the  fecfc* 
taries  of  flate  got  confiderable  fees. 

In 

•  Gulliver  has  obferved  great  cxaftnefs  in  the  juft  proportion 
and  appearances  of  the  feveral  objc-as  thus  leflcned  and  magni- 
fied. But  he  dwells  too  much  upon  thefe  optical  deceptions. 
The  mind  is  tired  with  a  repetition  of  them,  efpcciaily  as  he 
points  out  no  beauty  or  ufe  in  iuch  amazing  difcoveries,  which: 
might  have  been  fo  continued  as  to  have  afforded  improvement, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  gave  aflonlilimcnt.  He  too  often 
fhews  an  indelicacy  that  is  not  acrrecable,  and  exerts  his  vein  of 
humour  moft  improperly  in  fome  places,  where,  1  am  afraid,  he 
glenccs  at  religion.     Orrery, 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Emperor  held  frequent 
councils,  to  debate  what  courfe  iliould  be  taken 
with  me  ;  suid  I  was  afterwards  aifured  by  a  par- 
ticular friend,  a  perfon  of  great  quality,  who  was 
as  much  in  the  fecret  as  any,  that  the  court  was 
under  many  difficulties  concerning  me.  They 
apprehended  my  breaking  loQfe  ;  that  my  diet 
would  be  very  expeniive,  and  might  caufe  a  fa- 
mine. Sometimes  they  detei*mined  to  ftarve  me^ 
or  at  leaft  to  fhoot  me  in  the  face  and  hands  with 
poifoned  arrows,  which  would  foon  difpatch  me ; 
but  again  they  confidered,  that  the  flench  of  fo 
large  a  carcafe  might  produce  a  plague  in  the 
metropolis,  and  probably  fpread  through  the 
whole  kingdom.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  confulta^ 
tions,  feveral  officers  of  the  army  went  to  the 
door  of  the  great  council<-chamber  j  and  two  of 
them  being  admitted,  gave  an  account  of  my  be- 
haviour to  the  fix  criminals  above  mentioned, 
which  made  fo  favourable  an  impreffion  in  the 
breaft  of  his  Majefly,  and  tlie  whole  board,  in  my 
behalf,  that  an  imperial  commiffion  was  ifTued  out, 
obliging  all  the  villages  nine  hundred  yards  round 
the  city,  to  deliver  in  every  morning  fix  beeves, 
forty  fheep,  and  other  victuals  for  my  fuflenance ; 
together  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  bread, 
and  wine,  and  other  liquors  5  for  the  due  pay- 
ment of  which  his  Majefly  gave  afiignments  upon 
his  treafury.  For  thb  prince  lives  chiefly  upon 
his  own  demefnes,  feldom,  except  upon  great  oc- 
cafions,  raifing  any  fubfuUes  upon  his  fubje^ls, 
who  are  bound  to  attend  him  in  his  wars  at  their 
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'hui  JUfirin)  after  the  ftriAeft  fearch,  we  fowl 
one  great  piece  of  coarfe  cloth,  large  enough  id 
be  a  foot-cloth  for  your  Majefty's  chief  room  of 
flate.  In  the  left  pocket  we  faw  a  huge  SSoks 
cheft,  with  a  cover  of  the  fame  metal,  whid&  mt 
the  fearchers  were  not  able  to  lift.  We  dcfiacd 
it  .ihould  be  opened  ;  and  one  of  us  fiepping  imo 
it,  found  himfelf  up  to  the  mid  kg  in  a .  fort  of 
duft,  fome  part  whereof  flying  up  to  our  fsuacii 
fet  us  both  a  fneezing  for  fereral  times  together, 
in  his  right  waiftcoat-pocket  we  found  a  pnxUp- 
•ous  bundle  of  white  thin  fubAances,  folded  one 
i>ver  another,  about  the  bigneis  of  three  xneai 
tied  with  a  fbrong  cable,  and  marked  with  Uadc 
figures;  which  we  hrmbly  conceive  to  be  wij- 
tings,  every  letter  almo.i  half  as  large  as  the  patai 
of  our  hands.  In  the  left  there  was  a  fort  of  en- 
gine, from  the  back  of  which  were  extended 
twenty  long  poles,  refembling  the  palifadoes  be* 
-fore  your  Majefty's  court  ;  wherewith  we  con- 
jeAure  the  man^mountain  combs  his  head ;  for  fi^e 
did  not  always  trouble  him  with  quefUons,  be- 
caufe  we  found  it  a  great  difficulty  to  make  him 
underftand  us;  In  the  large  pocket  on  the  right 
fide  of  his  middle  covei-  {{o  I  tj-anflate  the  wond 
Ranfu'loj  by  which  they  meant  my  breeches)  we 
faw  a  hollow  pillar  of  iron,  about  the  length  of  a 
man,  fadened  to  a  ftrong  piece  of  timber,  larger 
than  the  pillar  ;  and  upon  one  fide  of  the  pillar 
were  huge  pieces  of  iron  flicking  out,  cut  into 
ftrange  figures,  which  we  know  not  what  to  make 
of.  In  the  left  pockety  another  ei^gine  of  the 
2  fame 
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kind.  In  the  fmaller  pocket  on  the  right 
were  feveral  round  flat  pieces  of  while  and 
netal  of  diflFerent  bulk ;  fome  of  the  white, 
h  fcemed  to  be  filver,  were  fo  large  and 
y,  that  my  comrade  and  I  could  hardly  lift 
1-  In  the  left  pocket,  were  two  black  pillars, 
;ularly  fhaped  :  "We  could  not  without  difli- 
r  reach  to  the  top  of  them,  as  we  ftood  at  the 
Dm  of  his  pocket.  One  of  them  was  cover- 
and  feemed  all  of  a  piece  :  But  at  the  upper 
of  the  other  there  appeared  a  white  round 
tance,  about  twice  the  bignefs  of  our  heads* 
bin  each  of  thefe  was  inclofed  a  prodigious 
;  of  fteel ;  which,  by  our  orders,  we  obliged 

to  fhew  us,  becaufe  we  apprehended  they 
It  be  dangerous  engines.  He  took  them  out 
leir  cafes,  and  told  us,  that  in  his  own  coun- 
his  pradHce  was  to  fliavc  his  beard  with  one 
liefe,  and  to  cut  his  meat  with  tlie  other, 
re  were  t^vx)  pockets,- which  we  could  not  en- 

Thefe  he  called  his  fobs  ;  they  were  two 
e  flits  cut  into  the  top  of  his  middle  cover, 
fqueezed  clofe  by  the  preflure  of  his  belly. 

of  the  right  fob  hung  a  great  filver  chain, 
L  a  wonderful  kind  of  engine  at  the  bottom. 
direAed  him  to  draw  out  whatever  was  at  the 
of  that  chain  ;  which  appeared  to  be  a  globe, 
'  filver,  and  half  of  fome  tranfparent  metal : 
on  the  tranfparent  fide  we  faw  certain  ftrange 
res  circularly  drawn,  and  thought  we  could 
:h  them,  till  we  found  our  finders  flopped  by 
lucid  fubftance.  He  put  this  engine  to  our 
VoL.V.  D  t-a.^^^ 
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ears,  which  made  an  inceflant  noife  like  that  of  a 
water-mill  y  and  we  conje£hire  it  is  either  fome 
unknown  animal,  or  the  god  that  he  worfhips ; 
but  we  are  more  inclined  to  the  latter  opinion, 
becaufe  he  aflured  us  (if  we  underftood  him  right, 
for  he  exprefled  himfelf  very  imperfectly)  that  he 
feldom  did  any  thing  without  confulting  it.  He 
called  it  his  oracle,  and  faid  it  pointed  out  the. 
time  for  every  action  of  his  life  *.  From  the 
left  fob  he  took  out  a  net  almofl  large  enough 
for  a  fiiherman,  but  contrived  to  open  and  fliut 
like  a  purfe,  and  ferved  him  for  the  fame  ufc : 
We  found  therein  feveral  mafly  pieces  of  yellow 
metal,  which,  if  they  be  real  gold,  muft  be  of  im- 
menfe  value. 

Having  thus,  in  obedience  to  your  Majefty's 
commands,  diligently  fearched  all  his  pockets,  we 
obferved  a  girdle  about  his  waifl,  made  of  the 
hide  of  fome  prodigious  animal,  from  which  on 
the  left  fide  hung  a  fword  of  the  length  of  five 
men ;  and  on  the  right  a  bag  or  pouch  divided 
into  two  cells,  each  cell  capable  of  holding  three 
of  your  Majefly's  fubje6is.  In  one  of  thefe  cells 
were  feveral  globes,  or  balls,  of  a  moft  ponderous 
metal,  about  the  bignefs  of  our  heads,  and  re- 
quired a  ftrong  hand  to  lift  them  :  The  other  cell 
contained  a  heap  of  certain  black  grains,  but  of 

no 

•  Perhaps  the  author  intended  to  cxpofe  the  probable  faliacy 
of  opinions  derived  from  the  relations  of  travellers,  by  ihewing, 
how  little  truth  need  to  be  tnifunderriood  to  make  faliehood 
(pecious.    Hawkef 
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BO  great  bulk  or  weight,  for  we  could  hold  above 
fifty  of  them  in  the  palms  of  our  hands. 

This  is  an  exaft  inventory  of  what  we  found 
about  the  body  of  the  mafi'mountain,  who  uftd  us 
with  great  civility,  and  due  refpeft  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  commifSon.  Signed  and  fealed,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  the  eighty-ninth  moon  of  your 
Majefty's  aufpicious  reignv 

Clefrin  Freloc^  Marft  Freloc, 

When  this  inventory  was  read  over  to  the  Em^- 
pcror,  he  direfted  me,  although  in  very  gentle 
terms,  to  deliver  up  the  feveral  particulars.  He 
firft  called  for  my  fcymiter,  which  I  took  out, 
fcabbard  and  all.  In  the  mean  time  he  ordered 
three  thoufaud  of  his  choiceft  troops  (who  then 
attended  him)  to  furround  me  at  a  diftance,  with 
th^ir  bows  and  arrows  juft  ready  to  difcharge : 
But  I  did  not  obferve  it,  for  mine  eyes  were 
wholly  fixed  upon  his  Majefty.  He  then  defired 
me  to  draw  my  fcymiter,  which^  although  it  had 
got  fome  ruft  by  the  fea-water,  was  in  moft  parts 
exceeding  bright.  I  did  fo,  and  immediately  all 
the  troops  gave  a  fhout  between  terror  and  fur- 
prize  ;  for  the  fun  ihone  clear,  and  the  reflection 
dazzled  their  eyes,  as  I  waved  the  fcymiter  to 
and  fro  in  my  hand.  His  Majefty,  who  is  a  moft 
magnanimous  prince  *,  was  lefs  daunted  than  I 
D  2  could 

*  He  who  docs  not  6nd  himfelf  difpofed  to  honour  this  mag- 
lanimity  (bould  rcflcft,  that  a  right  to  judge  of  moral  and  in.- 
lelle^ial  excellence  is,  with  great  abfurdity.  and  injufticc,  arre- 
tted by  him  who  admires,  in  a  being  fix  feet  high,  any  qnuli- 
Lies  that  be  defpiies  in  one  whofc  (laturc  docs  not  exceed  fiis^ 
inches.    Haivke/, 
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could  cxpcft  5  he  ordered  me  to  return  it  into 
the  fcabbai'd,  and  caft  it  on  the  ground  as  gently 
as  I  could,  about  fix  feet  from  the  end  of  my 
chain.  The  next  thing  he  demanded,  was  ooe 
of  the  iron  hollow  pillars  ;  by  which  he  meaqt 
my  pocket-piftols.  I  drew  it  out,  and  at  his  dc- 
fire,  as  well  as  I  could,  cxpreffcd  to  him  the  vSc 
of  it,  and  charging  it  only  with  powder,  which  by 
the  clofencfs  of  my  pouch  happened  to  efcape 
wetting  in  the  fea  (an  inconvenience  againft  which 
all  prudent^iariners  take  fpccial  care  to  provide) 
I  firft  cautioned  the  Emperor  not  to  be  afraid, 
and  then  I  let  it  od  in  the  air.  The  aftonifhr 
ment  here  was  much  greater  than  at  the;  fight  of 
my  fcymiter.  Hundreds  fell  down,  as  if  they  had 
been  *'^rj'^!*:  ^^i ;  and  even  the  Emperor,  al- 
though he  ftood  his  ground,  coulu  T.Ot  r^^xy^es 
liiiTtfdii  in  fome  time.  I  delivered  up  both  my 
piftols  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  had  done  my 
icymitcr,  and  then  my  pouch  of  powder  and  bul- 
lets ;  begging  him  that  the  former  might  be  kept 
from  fire,  for  it  would  kindle  with  the  fmallcft 
fpark,  and  blow  up  his  imperial  palace  into  the 
air.  I  likewife  delivered  up  my  watch,  which  the 
Emperor  was  very  curious  to  fee,  and  command- 
ed two  of  his  talleft  yeomen  of  the  guards,  to 
bear  it  on  a  pole  upon  their  fliouklers,  as  dray- 
men in  England  do  a  barrel  of  ale.  Ke  was  a- 
mazed  at  the  continual  noife  it  made,  and  the 
motion-of  the  minute-hand,  which  he  could  cafily 
difccrn  5  for  their  fight  is  much  more  acute  than 
ours  :  He  aflccd  the  opinions  of  his  learned  men 

about 
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about  it,  which  were  various  and  remote,  as  the 
reader  may  well  imagine  without  my  repeating  \ 
although  indeed  I  could  not  very  perfeftly  under- 
ftand  them.  I  then  gave  up  my  lilver  and  copper 
money,  my  purfe  with  nine  large  pieces  of  gold^ 
and  ibme  fmaller  ones  ;  my  knife  and  razor,  my 
comb  and  fiiver  fnuff-box,  my  handkerchief  and 
journal-book.  My  fcymiter,  piflols,  and  pouch 
wei-e  conveyed  in  carriages  to  his  Majefty's  ftores  \ 
but  the  reft  of  my  goods  were  returned  me. 

I  had,  as  I  before  obferved,  one  private  pocket 
which  efcaped  their  fearch,  wherein  there  was  a 
pair  of  fpeftacles  (which  I  fometimes  ufe  for  the 
weaknefs  of  mine  eyes)  a  pocket  perfpeftive,  and 
fome  other  little  conveniencies  \  which  being  of 
no  confequence  to  the  Emperor,  I  did  not  think 
myfelf  bound  in  honour  to  difcover  5  and  I  appre- 
hended they  might  be  loft  or  fpoiled,  if  I  ventuired 
them,  out  of  my  pofteffioa.. 


C    H    A    P.     .  HL 

The  author  diverts  the  Emperor  and  his  nobility  of 
both  fexes  in  a  very  uncommon  manner.  The  dU 
verfions  of  the  court  of  Liltiput  defcrihed.  The 
author  hath  his  liberty  granted  hint  upon  certain 
conditions* 

MT  gcntrenefe  and   good   behaviour  had 
gained  fo  fer  upon  the  Emperor  and  his 
court,  and  indeed  upon  the  army,  and  people  in 
general,  that  I  began  ta  conceive  hopes  of  gettipg 
I>  3  \ssi 


42         GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.  Parti. 

my  liberty  in  a  fliort  time-  1  took  all  poffiUe 
methods  to  cultivate  this  favourable  di(pofition. 
The  natives  came  by  degrees  to  be  lefs  apprehen- 
five  of  any  danger  from  me.  I  would  fometimes 
lie  down,  and  let  five  or  fix  of  them  dance  on  my 
hand  :  And  at  la  ft  the  boys  and  girls  would  ven- 
ture to  come  and  play  at  hide  and  feek  in  my  hwr. 
I  had  now  made  a  good  progrefs  in  underfland-^ 
ing  and  fpeaking  their  language.  The  Emperor 
had  a  mind  one  day  to  entertain  me  with  fevend 
of  the  countiy  fhows,  wherein  they  exceed  all  na^ 
tions  I  have  known  both  for  dexterity  and  mag- 
nificence. I  was  diverted  with  none  fo  much  as 
that  of  the  rope-dancers,  performed  upon  a  flen- 
der  white  thread,  extended  about  two  feet  and 
ten  inches  from  the  ground.  Upon  which  I 
fhall  defire  liberty,  with  the  reader'is  patience,  to 
enlarge  a  little. 

This  diverfion  is  only  praftifed  by  thofe  per- 
fons,  who  are  candidates  for  great  employments, 
and  high  favour  at  court.  They  are  trained  in 
this  art  from  their  youth,  and  are  not  always  of 
noble  birth,  or  liberal  education.  When  a  great 
office  is  vacant  either  by  death  or  difgrace  (which- 
often  happens)  five  or  fix  of  thofe  candidates  pe» 
tition  the  Emperor  to  entertain  his  Majefty  and 
the  court  with  a  dance  on  the  rope ;  and  whoever 
jumps  tlie  higheft  without  falling,  fucceeds  in  the 
office.  Very  often  the  -chief  minifters  themfelves 
are  commanded  to  (hew  their  fkill,  and  to  con- 
vince the  Emperor  tliat  .they  have  not  loft  tjicir 
faculty.    FlimBap,  the  treafucer^  is  allofwed  to 

ciit 
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<nit  a  caper  on  the  ftrait  rope,  at  Icaft  an  inch 
liigher  than  any  other  lord  in  the  whole  empire. 
I  have  fcen  him  do  the  fummerfet  *  feveral  times 
together  upon  a  trencher,  fixed  on  a  rope,  which 
is  no  thicker  than  a  common  pack-thread  in  Eng- 
land. My  friend  Reldrefal,  pnncipal  fecretary 
for  private  afiairs,  is,  in  my  opinion,  if  I  am  not 
partial,  the  fecond  after  the  treafurcr  5  the  reft  of 
the  great  officers  are  much  upon  a  par. 

Tliefe  diverfions  are  often  attended  with  fatal 
accidents,  whereof  great  numbers  are  on  record. 
I  myfelf  have  feen  two  or  three  candidates  break 
a  limb.  But  the  danger  is  much  greater,  when 
the  minifters  themfelves  are  commanded  to  fhew 
their  dexterity;  for,  by  contending  to  excel 
themrfelves  and  their  fellows,  they  ftraln  fo  far, 
<hat  there  is  hardh/  one  of  them,  who  hath  not 
received  a  fall,  and  fome  of  them  two  or  three. 
I  was  aflured,  that,  a  year  or  two  beft)re  my  ar- 
rival, Flimnap  would  have  infallibly  broke  his 
neck,  if  one  of  the  King's  cuChions,  that  acci- 
dentally lay  on  the  ground,  had  not  weakened 
the  ft)rce  of  his  fall. 

There  is  likewife  another  divcrfion,  which  is 
only  ftiewa  before  the  Emperor  and  Emprefs,  and 
firft  miniftei',  upon  particular  occafions.  Th)c 
Emperor  lays  on  the  table  three  fine  filken  threads 
of  iix  inches  long ;  one  is  blue,  the  other  red, 
and  the  third  green*     Thefe  threads  are  propo- 

fed 

'  •  Sumroerfcf,  or  fumircrfault,  a  gambol .  of  a  tonoblcr,  in 
Winch  he  fprings  up,  •  turns  heels  otct  hcud  Isi  ^c  «^r^  ^>6A 
fomcs  dowj3  upon  bis  fut.    Ha-wkef, 
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fed  as  prizes  far  thofc  pcrfons,  whom  the  Empe^ 
ror  hath  a  miml  to  diftinguifh  by  a  peculiar  mark 
of  his  favour.  The  ceremony  is  performed  in 
his  Majefty's  great  chamber  of  ftate,  where  the 
candidates  are  to  undergo  a  trial  of  dexterity 
very  different  from  the  former,  and  (uch  as  I 
have  not  obferved  the  kaft  refemWance  of  in  any 
other  country  of  the  old  or  new  worH.  The 
Emperor  holds  a  flick  in  his  hands,  both  ends 
parallel  to  the  horizon,  while  the  candidates  ad- 
Tancing,  one  by  one,  fometimes  leap  over  the 
fiick,  fometimes  creep  under  it  backward  and  for- 
ward feveral  times,  according  as  the  ftick  is  ad- 
vanced or  deprefled.  Sometimes  the  Emperor 
holds  one  end  of  the  ftick,  and  his  firft  ininifter 
the  other ;  fometimes  the  minifter  has  it  entirely 
to  himfclf.  Whoever  performs  his  part  with 
moft  agility,  and  holds  out  the  longeft  in  leaping 
and  creeping,  is  rewarded  with  the  bhje-coloured 
filk  :  The  red  is  given  to  the  next,  and  the  greea 
to  the  third,  which  they  aU  wear  girt  twice  round 
about  the  middle ;  and  you  fee  few  great  perfbns 
about  this  courts  who  are  not  adorned  with  one 
of  thefe  girdles. 

The  horfes  of  the  army,  and  thofe  of  the  royal 
ftables,  having  been  daily  led  before  me,  were  hqi 
longer  fhy,  but  would  cpme  up  to  my  very  feet 
without  ftarting.  The  riders  would  leap  them 
over  my  hand,  as  I  held  it  on  tlie  ground ;  and 
one  of  the  Emperor's  huntfmen  upon  a  large 
courfer  took  my  foot,  ihoe  and  all.j  which  was 
indeed  a  prodigious  leap.   I  had  the  good  fortune 

«9 
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to  divert  the  Emperor  one  day  after  a  very  ex- 
traordinary manner.  I  defired  he  would  order 
fcveral  flicks  of  two  feet  high,  and  the  thickncfs 
of  an  ordinary  cane,  to  be  brought  me  ;  where- 
upon his  Majefty  commanded  the  mafter  of  his 
woods  to  give  dire<^ions  accordingly,  and  the 
next  morning  fix  woodmen  arrived  with  as  many 
carnages,  drawn  by  eight  horfes  to  each.  I  took 
nine  of  thefe  fticks,  and  fixing  them  firmly  in  the 
ground  in  a  quadrangular  figure,  two  feet  and  a 
talf  fquare,  I  took  four  other  fticks,  and  tied 
.them  parallel  at  each  corner  about  two  feet  from 
the  ground :  Then  I  faftened  my  handkerchief  to 
ihe  nine  fticks  that  ftood  ereft  ;  and  extended  it 
on  all  fides,  till  it  ^ya5  tight  as  the  top  of  a  drum ; 
and  the  four  parallel  fticks,  rifing  about  five 
inches  higher  than  the  handkerchief,  ferved  as 
ledges  on  each 'fide.  When  I  had  finiflied  my 
work,  I  defired  the  Emperor  to  let  a  troop  of  his 
beft  horfe,  twenty-four  in  number,  come  and  ex- 
ercife  upon  this  plain.  His  Majefty  approved  of 
the  propofal,  and  I  took  them  up  one  by  one  in 
my  hands,  ready  mounted  and  armed,  with  the 
proper  officers  to  exercife  them.  As  foon  as  they 
got  into  order,  they  divided  into  two  parties,  per- 
formed mock  fkirmiflies,  difcharged  blunt  arrows, 
drew  then-  fwords,  fled  and  purfued,  attacked 
and  retired,  and  in  fliort  difcovered  the  beft  mi- 
litary difcipline  I  ever  beheld.  The  parallel  fticks 
fccurf  d  them  and  -their  horfes  from  falling  over 
the  ftage  5  and  the  Emperor  was  fo  much  delight- 
cdj  that  be  ordered  this  entertainment  to  be  re- 
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pcated  feveral  days,  and  once  was  pleafed  to  be 
lifted  up,  and  give  the  word  of  command  ;  and) 
with  great  difficulty,  perfuaded  even  the  Emprefs 
hcrfelf  to  let  me  hold  her  in  her  clofe  chair  with* 
in  two  yards  of  the  ftage,  from  whence  fhe  wat' 
able  to  take  a  full  view  of  the  whole  performance; 
It  was  my  good  fortune,  that  no  ill  accident  hap- 
pened in  thcfc  entertainments  j  only  once  a  fiery 
hoj'fc,  that  belonged  to  one  of  the  captains,  paw^ 
ing  with  his  hoof,  flruck  a  hole  in  my  handker- 
chief,  and  his  foot  flipping,  he  overthrew  his  rider 
and  himfelf :  But  I  immediately  relieved  them 
both,  and  covering  the  hole  with  one  hand,  I  fet 
down  the  troop  with  the  other,  in  the  fame  man- 
lier as  I  took  them  up.  The  horfe  that  fell  was 
ftrained  in  the  left  fhoiilder,  but  the  rider  got  no 
hurt,  and  I  repaired  my  handkerchief  as  well  as  I 
could  5  however,  I  would  not  trufl  to  the  ftrength 
of  it  any  more  in  fuch  dangerous  enterprifes. 

About  two  or  three  days  before  I  was  fet  at  li- 
berty, as  I  was  entertaining  the  court  with  this 
kind  of  feats,  there  arrived  an  exprefs  to  inform 
his  Majefty,  that  fome  of  his  fubje<Sb,  riding  near 
the  place  where  I  was  firft  taken  up,  had  feen  a  great 
black  fubftance  lying  on  the  groimd,  very  oddly 
fhaped,  extending  its  edges,  round  as  wide  as  his 
Majefty's  bed-cliamber,  and  rifing  up  in  the 
middle  as  high  as  a  man  ;  that  it  was  no  living 
creature,  as  they  at  firft  apprehended,  for  it  lay 
on  the  grafs  without  motion  ;  and  fome  of  them 
had  walked  roimd  it  feveral  times  ;  that,  by 
mounting  on  each  other's  flioulders,  they  had  got 

to 
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to  the  top^  which  was  fiat  and  even,  and  ftamp-* 
mg  upon  it,  they  found  it  was  hollow  within ; 
that  they  humbly  conceived  it  might  be  fome- 
tliing  belonging  to  the  man'tnountain ;  and  if  his 
Majefty  pleafed,  they  would  undertake  to  bring 
it  with  only  five  horfes.  I  prefently  knew 
what  they  meant,  and  was  glad  at  heart  to  re- 
ceive this  intelligence.  It  feems,  upon  my  firfl: 
reaching  the  fhore  after  our  Ihip wreck,  I  was  in 
fuch  confiifion,  that,  before  I  came  to  the'place 
where  I  went  to  fleep,  my  hat,  which  I  had  faft- 
cned  with  a  firing  to  my  head,  while  I  was  row- 
bg,  and  had  fiuck  on  all  the  time  I  was  fwim- 
ming,  &11  pff.after  I  came  to  land  ;  the  firing,  as 
IxoBJe£hire,  .breaking  by  fome  accident,  which  I 
never  obfcrved,  but  .thought  my  hat  had  been 
loft  at  Tea.  I  intreated  his  Imperial  Majefiy  to 
^ve  orders  it-  might  be  brought  to  me  as  foon  as 
pofiible,  defcribing  to  him  the  ufe  and  the  nature 
of  it :  And  the  next  day  the  waggon  arrived  with 
it,  but  not  in  a  very  good  condition  \  they  had 
bored  two  holes  in  the  brim  within  an  inch  and  a 
half  of  the  edge,  and  faftened  two  hooks  in  the 
holes  5  thefe  hooks  were  tied  by  a  long  cord  to 
the  harnefs,  and  thus  my  hat  was  dragged  along 
for  above  half  an  Englifli  mile  ;  but,  the  ground 
in  that  country  being  extremely  fmooth  and  level, 
it  received  lefs  damage  than  I  expedled. 

Two  days  after  this  adventure,  the  Emperor, 
having  ordered  that  part  of  his  army,  which 
quarters  in  and  about  his  metropolis,  to  be  in 
xeadinefs,  took  a  fancy  of  diverting  himfelf  in  a 
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very  Angular  manner.  He  defired  I  would  ftaDd- 
like  a  coloffusy  with  my  legs  as  far  afunder  as  I- 
conveniently  could.  He  then  commanded  his 
general  (who  was  an  old  experienced  leader,  and- 
a  great  patron  of  mine)  to  draw  up  the  troops  in 
clofe  order,  and  march  them  under  me  ;  the  foot- 
by'twenty-four  in  a  breafV,  and  the  horfe  by  fix- 
teen,  with  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  and- 
pikes  advanced.  ITiis  body  confided  of  three 
thoufand  foot,  and  a  thoufand  horfe.  His  Ma- 
jcfty  gave  orders,  upon  pain  of  death,  that  eveiy' 
foldier  in  his  march  fhould  obferve  the  ftriftcffi 
decency  with  regard  to  niy  perfort  •,  which  ho^ 
ever  could  not  prevent  fome  of  the  younger  of- 
ficers from  turning  up  their  eyes,  as  they  pafiled 
under  me :  And,  to  confefs  the  truth,  my  breech- 
es were  at  that  time  in  fo  ill  a  condition,  that  they 
afforded  fome  opportunities  for  laughter  and  ad- 
xniration. 

I  had  fent  fo  many  memorials  and  petition*  fot 
my  liberty,  that  his  Majefty  at  length  nientioned- 
the  matter,  firft  in  the  cabinet,  and  then  in  a  fiill 
council ;  where  it  was  oppofed  by  none,  except 
Skyreih  Bolgolam,  who  was  pleafed,  without  any 
pirovocation,  to  be  my  mortal  enemy.  But  it  was 
carried  againft  him  by  the  whole  board,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Emperor.  That  minifter  w*as 
galbety  or  admiral  of  the  realm,  very  much  in  his 
mafler's  confidence,  and  a  pcrfon  well  verfed  in 
affairs,  but  of  a  morofc  and  four  complexion. 
However  he  was  at  length  pei-fuaded  to -comply; 
but  prevailed  that  the  artidts  and  conditions  up- 
I  on 
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on  which  rfliduW  be'fct  free,  and  to  which  I 
muft  fwear,  fliould  be  drawn  up  by  himfelf.  Thefc 
articles  were  t»'Ought  td  me  by  Skyi^efti  Bolgo- 
laAi  in  pcrfon,  attended  by  two  under-fecretaries, 
and  feveral  perfons  of  diflinction.  After  they, 
were  read,  I  was '-demanded  to  fwear  to  the  per- 
formance of  theAf;  firft  in  the  manner  of  my 
own  country^  and  afterwtirds  in  the  method  pre- 
fcribed  by  their  laws,  which  was  to  hold  my  right 
foot  in  mylefthatid,  and  to  place  the  middle 
fihger  of  my  right  hand  on  the  crown  t)f  •  my 
headj  -  and  mythttmb  on  the  tip  of  my  right  ean 
But  becaufe  the  reader  may  be  curious  to  hate 
fom^  idea  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  expreffioa 
petu^a^  to  that  people,  as  well -as  to  know  the  ar^ 
tkki  '^pon  wliich  I  recovered  my  liberty,  I  have 
madieha  tfanflation  of  the  whole  inftrument,  word 
for  word,  as  near  as  I  was  able^  which  I  here  offer 
to  the  public;  • 

Golhqfto  Motnaren  Evlame  Gurdih  Shefin  Mully 
ITliy  Gi/^,Moft  Mighty  Emperor  of  Lilliput,  de- 
light and  terror  of  the  uttiverfe,  whbfe  dominions 
extend  five  thoufand  bk^rugs  (abOut  twelve  miles 
in  circumference)  to  the  extremities  of  the  globe; 
monarch  of  aH  monarchs,  taller  than  the  fons  of 
men  ; .  whofc  feet  prefs  down  to  the  centre,  and 
whofc  head  ftrikes  againft  the  fun  j  at  whofe  nod 
the  princes  of  the  earth  -fhake  their  knees  ;  plea- 
font  as  the  fpring,  comfortable  as  the  fummer, 
fruitful  as  autumn,  dreadful  as  winter.  His  moft 
Sublime  Majefly  propofeth  to  the  man'mounialn^ 
lately  arrived  at  our  ccleftial  douimious,  t\ve  to\- 
Vol.  V.  £  \ov«vtv^ 
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lowing  articles y  which  by  a  folemn  oath  he  fhaUJ 
be  obliged  to  perform. 

iy7,  The  fnan-mountain  fhall  not  depart  f rom - 
our  dominions,  without  our  licence  under  ovx 
great  feal. 

2i/,  He  fhall  not  prefume  to  come  into  our 
metropolis,  without  our  exprefs  order  ;  at  which 
time  the  inhabitants  Ihall  have  two  hours  warning 
to  keep  within  doors. 

3//,  The  faid  tnarh-mountain  (hall  confine  his 
walks  to  our  principal  high-roads,  and  not  of- 
fer to  walk  or  lie  down  in  a  meadow  or  field  of 
corn. 

4/A,  As  he  walks  the  faid  roads,  he  fliall  take 
the  utmoft  care  not  to  trample  upon  the  bodies  of 
any  of  our  loving  fubjefts,  their  horfes,  or  carri- 
ages ;  nor  take  any  of  our  fubjefts  into  his  hands, 
without  their  own  confent. 

K^ihy  If  an  exprefs  requires  extraordinary  dif- 
patch,  the  mafi'tnountain  fhall  be  obliged  to  carry 
in  his  pocket  the  mefTenger  and  horfe  a  fix  days 
journey  once  in  every  moon,  and  return  the  faid 
mefTenger  back  (if  fo  required)  fafe  to  oi;r  Impe- 
rial prefence. 

6thy  He  fliall  be  our  ally  again  ft  our  neigh- 
bours in  the  ifland  of  Blefufcu  *,  and  do  his  ut- 

mofl 

••  In  his  dcfcription  of  Lilliput,  the  author  fccms  to  have  had 
England  more  immediately  in  view.  In  his  dcfcription  of  Ble- 
fufcu, he  fecms  to  intend  the  people  and  kingdom  of  France. 
Yet  the  allegory  between  thefe  nations  is  frequently  interiupted, 
and  fcarce  any  where  complete.  Several  juft  ftrokes  of  fatire 
afc  fcattcred  here  and  there,  upon  errors  in  the  condu^  c/  our 

wrcrnmcot.    Orrery, 
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'  xnoft  to  deftroy  the  fleet,  which  is  now  preparing 
i  to  invade  us. 

7//6,  That  the  faid  man-mountain  fliall,  at  his 

times  of  leifure,  be  aiding  and  aflifting  to  our 

workmen,  in  helping  to  raife  certain  great  ftones, 

J    towards  covering  the  wall  of  the  principal  parky 

*^    and  other  our  royal  buildings. 

^\        ^thy  That  the  faid  man-motinfain  fliall,  in  two 

*  moons  time,  deliver  in  an  exa<ft  furvey  of  the 
circumference  of  our  dominions,  by  a  computa- 
tion of  his  own  paces  round  the  coaft. 

Laftiyj   1  hat,  upon  his  folemn  oath  to  obfervc 
all  the  above  articles,  the  faid  man^mountain  (hall 

*  have  a  daily  allowance  of  meat  and  drink,  fuffici- 
f    ent  for  the  fupport  of  1724  or  our  fubje£ts';  witt 

free  accefs  to  our  royal  perfon,  and  other  marks 
of  our  favour.  Given  at  our  palace  at  Belfabo- 
rac,  the  twelfth  day  of  the  ninety-firft  moon  of 
our  reign, 

I  fwore  and  fubfcribed  to  thefe  articles  with 

*  great  chearfulnefs  and  content,  although  fome  of 
them  were  not  fo  honourable  as  T  could  have  wifh- 
ed  ;  which  proceeded  wholly  from  the  malice  of 
Skyrefh  Bolgolam,  the  high  admiral ;  whereupon 
my  chains  were  immediately  unlocked,  and  I  was 
full  at  liberty.  The  Emperor  himfelf,  in  perfon^ 
did  me  the  honour  to  be  by  at  the  whole  cere- 
mony. I  made  my  acknowledgenients,  by  pro- 
ftrating  myfelf  at  his  Majefty's  feet ;  but  he  com- 
manded me  to  rife  ;  and  after  n^any  gracious  ex- 
preffions,  which,  to  avoid  tlie  cenfure  of  vanity, 

E  2  \ 
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I  fliall  not  repeat,  he  added,  that  he  haped  I 
ihouid  prove  a  ufeful  fcrvant,  and  well  defcrvc 
all  the  favours  he  had  already  conferred  upon 
me,  or  might  do  for  the  future. 

The  reader  may  pleafe  to  obfei-ve,  that,  in  the 
laft  article  for  the  recoveiy  of  my  liberty,  the 
Emperor  flipulates  to  allow  me  a  quantity  of 
meat  and  drink  fufficient  for  tlie  fupport  of  1724 
Lilliputians.  Some  time  after  afking  a^friend  at 
court,  how  they  came  to  Ax  on  that  determined 
number  5  he  told  mc,  that  his  Majefty's  mathe- 
maticians, having  taken  the. height  of  my  body 
by  the  help  of  a  qtfadrartt,  and  finding  it  t6  ex- 
ceed theirs  in  the  proportion  of  twelve  to  one, 
they  concluded  from  the  fimilarity  of  their  bo- 
dies, that  mine  muft  contain  at  lead  1724  of 
theirs,  and  confequently  would  require  as  much 
food  as  was  neceffary  to  fupport  that  number. of 
Lilliputians.  By  which  the  reader  may  conceive 
an  idea  of  the  ingenuity  of  that  people,  as  well 
as  the  prudent  and  exa£t  ceconpmy  of  fo  great  a 
prince. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        IV. 

Mlldendoy  the  metropolis  ofLilliputy  defcrtbedj  toge^ 
ther  Hvith  the  Emperor^ s  palace*  A  converfation 
between  the  author  and  a  principal  fecretary^  con^^ 
cerning  the  affairs  of  that  empire, .  The  authof^s 
offers  toferve  the  Emperor  in  his  nvars, 

TH  E  firft  requeft  I  made,  after  I  had  ob- 
tained my  liberty,  was,  that  I  might  have* 
licence  to  fee  Mildendo,  the  metropolis  ;  which 
the  Emperor  eafily  granted  me,  but  with  a  fpe* 
cial  charge  to  do  no  hurt  either  to  the  inhabitants 
or  their  houfes.  The  people  had  notice,  by  pro-^ 
damation,  of  my  defign  to  vifit  the  town.  .  The 
wall,  which  encompaffed  rt,  is  two  feet  and  a 
half  high,  and  at  leaft  eleven  inches  broad,  (a 
that  a  coach  and  horfes  may  be  driven  very  fafely 
round  it;  and  it  is  flanked  with  ftrong  towers 
at  ten  feet  diftance.  I  ftept  over  the  great  weft- 
crn  gate,  and  pafled  very  gently,  and  fideling, 
through  the  two  principal  ftreets,  only  in  my" 
fhort  waiftcoat,  for  fear  of  damaging  the  roofa 
and  eves  of  the  houfes  with  the  fkirts  of  my 
coat.  I  walked  with  the  utmoft  circumfpeftion^ 
to  avoid  treading  on  any  ftragglers  who  might 
remain  in  the  ftreets  ;  although  the  orders  were 
very  ftridt,  that  aU  people  fhould  keep  in  their 
houfes  at  their  own  peril.  The  garret-windows, 
and  tops  of  houfes,  were  fo  croudcd  with  fpedhi-. 
Z3  voics^ 
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I  iliJl  rot  repeat,  he  aJJed,  that  he  hoped  I 
ihouU  prove  a  uG:ful  krvant,  and  well  dcfervc 
aW  the  ravours  he  hivl  ^treadj  conferred  upon 
rie,  or  nii^^lit  do  tor  the  iiirure. 

The  reader  iujt  pkjLle  i^  obierve,  that,  in  the 
I  ifc  irtlcie  fjr  the  recovery  or  my  liberty,  the 
tivijvror  i::pulate5  to  allour  ir.c  a  quantity  of 
n-.^ia:  xid  driiii:  luScieut  for  thr  fupport  of  1724 
lillipvfurj?*  Scaie  tiuie  after  aiklcg  a  friend  at 
cou; :,  how  they  cdme  to  iix  on  th*t  determined 
r.iiLv.bcr  ;  hi  to^vi  ice,  tLit  hi?  Mijefty's  madifi- 
ii:;i::cua$,  Liv;:;^  txj^en  the  height  of  my  body 
by  the  hvlp  of  a  £:*siir-L?r,  aad  jUadlag  it  to  cx- 
ceevl  ilicivs  i::i  the  prcportaca  of  cwchc  to  qoc, 
ihcy  coccluvlvd  troai  the  tW^rliirigT  of  fikdr  bo- 
tlis^ts^,  ih^t  nxbe  ixxuu  coqclLcl  at  leaft  1724  of 
thcir?>  aad  ccituxueudy  would  reiquire  as  mnch 
IvxkI  a#  YrjL$  necvidixy  :o  lupj^-orc  liut  tBunber.of 
liZIj^uLiu:?*  Fy  which  the  n.Jioer  may  Goocdre 
an  kka  of  the  iajcculty  of  tha:  people^  as  wcH 
xj  the  VTU>k:i:  a:id  outcc  ssojowcsy  of  iib  g^eat  a 
pcjfice^ 


CHAP. 


Chap.  IV.      A  Voyage  to  Liluput.        53 


CHAP.        IV. 

Mildendoy  the  metropolis  of  Lilliputy  defcrihei^  toge^ 
ther  ivith  the  Emperor^ s  palace*  A  converfation 
between  the  author  and  a  principal  fecretary^  con^^ 
cerning  the  affairs  of  that  empire.^  The  author's 
offers  toferve  the  Emperor  in  his  nvars, 

TH  E  firft  requefl:  I  made,  after  I  had  ob*^ 
tained  my  liberty,  was,  that  I  might  have* 
licence  to  fee  Mildendo,  the  metropolis  ;  which 
the  Emperor  eafily  granted  me,  but  with  a  fpe* 
cial  charge  to  do  no  hurt  either  to  the  inhabitants 
or  their  houfes.  The  people  had  notice,  by  pro-^ 
damation,  of  my  defign  to  viiit  the  town.  The 
wall,  which  encompaffed  Jt,  is  two  feet  and  a 
half  high,  and  at  leaft  eleven  inches  broad,  fa 
that  a  coach  and  horfes  may  be  driven  very  fafely 
round  it;  and  it  is  flanked  with  ft|:ong  towers 
at  ten  feet  diftance.  I  fl:ept  over  the  great  weft- 
crn  gate,  and  pafled  very  gently,  and  fideling, 
through  the  two  principal  ftreets,  only  in  my" 
fhort  waiftcoat,  for  fear  of  damaging  the  roofa 
and  eves  of  the  houfes  with  the  fkirts  of  my 
coat.  I  walked  with  the  irtmoft  circumfpeftion> 
to  avoid  treading  on  any  ftragglers  who  might 
remain  in  the  ftreets ;  although  the  orders  were 
very  ftrift,  that  aU  people  fhould  keep  in  their 
houfes  at  their  own  peril.  The  garret-windows,, 
lod  tops  of  houfes,  were  fo  crouded  with  fpedhi-. 


54         GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.         Part  I 

tors^  that  I  thought  in  all  my  travels  I  had  not 
feen  a  more  populous  place.  The  city  is  an  ex- 
aft  fquare,  each  fide  of  the  wall  being  five  hun- 
dred feet  long.  The  two  great  ftreets,  which 
run  acrofs  and  divide  it  into  four  quarters,  are 
five  feet  wide.  The  lanes  and  alleys,  which  I 
could  not  enter,  but  only  viewed  -them  as  I  pof- 
fed,  are  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches.  The 
town  is  capable  of  holding  five  hundred  thoufand 
fouls  :  The  houfes  are  from  thi-ee  to  five  flories : 
The  ihops  and  markets  well  provided. 

The  Emperor's  palace  b  in  the  centre  of  the 
city,  where  tlie  two  great  ftreets  meet.     It  is  in* 
clofed  by  a  wall  of  two  feet  high,  and  twenty 
feet  diftance  from  the  buildings.     I  had  his  ]\&* 
jefty's  penniffion  to  ftep  over  this  wall ;  and  the 
fpace  being  fo  wide  between  that  and  the  palace^ 
I  could  eafily  view  it  on  eveiy  fide.    The  out- 
ward court  is  a  fquare  of  forty  feet,  and  includes 
two  other  courts  :  In  the  inmoft  are  the  royai 
apartments,  which  I  was  very  defirous  to  fee, 
but  found  It  extremely  difiicult ;    for  the  great 
gates,  from  one  fquare  into  another,  were  but 
eighteen  inches  high,    and  feven  inches  wide* 
Now,  the  buildings  of  the  outer  com^  were. at 
Icaft  five  feet  high  ;  and  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
to  ftridc  over  them  without  infinite  damage  to 
the  pile,  though  the  walls  were  ftrongly  built 
of  hewn  ftone,  and  four  inches  thick*     At  the 
fame   time    the  Emperor   had    a   great    defire^ 
that  I  fhould  fee  the  magnificence  of  his  palace  ^ 
but  this  I  was  not  able  to  do  till  three  days  after^ 

which 
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which  I  fpent  in  cutting  down,  with  my  kiufe, 
fome  pf  the  lai-geft  trees  in  the  rojal  park,  sd>om 
an  hundred  yards  diftance  irom  the  rity.  Of 
thefe  trees  I  i^ade  two  ftocds,  each  about  three 
leet.highf  ^Mid  ftrong  enough  to  bear  my  weight. 
The  people  having  received  notice  a  fecond  time» 
I  wcn^  again  through  the  city  to  the  palace  with 
my  two  ftools  in  my  hands.  When  I  came  to 
the  fide  of  the  oiHer  court,  I  ftood  upon  one 
ftool,  and  took  the  other  in  my  hand  ;  this  I 
lifted  ov^r  ifhe  roof,  and  gently  fet  it  down  on 
the  fpace  between  the  firft  and  fecond  court,, 
which  w^  right  feet  wide.  I  then  ftept  over 
die  building  very  conveniently  from  one  ftool 
to  die  other,  and  drew  up  the  firft  after  me 
^ith  a  hook^  (lick.  By  this  contrivance  I 
get  iQ^o  the  inmoft  court ;  and,  lying  down  up- 
on my  fide,  I  applied  a>y  face  tp  the  windows  of 
the  middle  ftories,  which  were  left  open  on  pur- 
pose, and  difcoyered  the  moft  fplendid  apart* 
ments  that  can  be  imagined.  .There  I  faw  the 
£mpre&  and  the  young  princes  in  their  feveral 
lodgings,  with  their  chief  attendants  about  them.r 
Her  Imperial  Majcfty  was  pleafed  to  fmile  very 
gra<^ufiy  upOQ  me,  and  gave  me  out  of  the 
window  her  hand  to  kifs. 

.  3u(  I  ihall  not  anticipaite  the  reader  with  fur-' 
^er  d^riptions  of  this  kind ;  becaufe  I  referve 
them  for  a  greater  work,  which  is  now  almofl: 
veady  for  the  pi^e^,.  CQUtaining  a  general  defcrip- 
^n  pf  this  Empire,  from  its  firft  ereftion 
tiuroiigh   a  long  fejrjes  pf  princes^  with  a  parti- 


S6  GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.      PaitL 

cular  account  of  their  wars  and  politics^  laws, 
learning  and  religion,  their  plants  and  animals, 
their  peculiar  manners  and  cuftoms,  with  other 
matters  very  curious  and  ufeful  ;  my  chief  dc- 
fign  at  prcfent  being  only  to  relate  fuch  events 
and  tranfaAions,  as  happened  to  the  public  or 
to  myfelf,  during  a  refldence  of  about  nine 
months  in  that  empire. 

One  morning,  about  a  fortnight  after  I  had 
obtained  my  liberty,  Reldrefal,  principal  fecre- 
tary  (as  they  ftile  him)  for  private  affairs,  came  to» 
my  houfe  attended  only  by  one  fervant.  He  or- 
dered his  coach  to  wait  at  a  diftance,  and  defired 
I  would  give  him  an  hour's  audience ;  which  I 
readily  confented  to,  on  account  of  his  quality 
and  perfonal  merits,  as  well  as  of  the  many  good 
offices  he  had  done  me  during  my  folicitations  at 
court.  I  offered  to  lie  down,  that  he  might  the 
more  conveniently  reach  my  ear ;  but  he  chofei 
rather  to  let  me  hold  him  in  my  hand  during 
our  converfation.  He  began  with  compliment* 
on  my  liberty ;  faid,  he  might  pretend  to  fome 
merit  in  it  :  But  however  added,  that,  if  it  haJ 
not  been  for  the  pi-efent  fituation  of  things  aC 
court,  perhapS^  I  might  not  have  obtained  it  (bi 
fodn.  For,  faid  he,  as  flouriihing  a  condition 
as  we  may  appear  to  be  in  to  foreigners,  we  la- 
bour under  two  mighty  evils ;  a  violent  faftion  at 
borne,  and  the  danger  of  an  invafk>»  by  a  moft 
potent  enemy  from  abroad.  As  to  the  firft,  yoi» 
are  to  underftand,  that,  for  above  feventy  moons 
paft>  there  have  bcea  two-  ftmggling  parties  iw 

tfaliL 
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this  empire,  under  the  names  of  Trameckfan, 
and  Slameckfan  *j  from  the  high  and  low  heels 
of  their  fhoes,  by  which  they  diftiDguiih  them- 
felves.  It  is  alledged,  indeed^  that  the  high  heels 
;are  moft  agreeable  to  our  ancient  conftitution  ; 
but  however  this  be,  his  Majcfty  had  determin- 
ed to  make  ufe  only  of  low  heels  in  the  admini- 
ilration  of  the  government,  and  all  oJEces  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown,  as  you  cannot  but  obferve  ; 
9nd  particulai'ly,  that  his  Majefty's  imperial  heels 
?rc  lower  at  leaft  by  a  drurr  than  any  of  his 
court  {drurr  is  a  meafure  about  the  fourteenth 
part  of  an  inch).  The  iuiimofities  between  thcfc 
two  parties  run  fo  high,  that  they  will  neither 
cat  nor  drink,  nor  talk  with  each  other.  Wc 
coxx^pute  the  Trameckfan,  or  high-heels,  to  ex- 
ceed us  in  number ;  but  the  power  is  wholly  on 
our  fide.  We  apprehend  his  Imperial  Highnefs, 
the  heir  to  the  crown,  to  have  fome  teadeocy 
towards  the  high-heels  ;  at  leaft,  wc  can  plainly 
difcover,  that  ond  of  his  heels  is  higher  than 
the  other,  which  gives  him  a  hobble  in  his  gait. 
^[ow^  in  the  midft  of  thefe  inteftine  difquiets,  we 
are  threatened  with  an  invaiion  from  the  ifland 
of  Blefiifcu,  which  is  the  other  great  empire  of 
the  univerfe,  almoft  as  large   and  powerful  as 

this 

•  Higb-Cburcb  and  Low-Churchy  or  Whig  .and  Tory,  As 
every  accidental  difference  between  man  and  man  in  perfon  and 
eircamfbnces,  is  by  this  work  rendered  «xtremcljr  contempti- 
ble; io  fpeculative  differences  are  fhewn  to  be  equally  n«Uculous, 
when  the  zeal,  with  which  they  are  oppofed  and, defended, 
too  much  exceeds  their  ijnportance.     Haivkef. 
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this  of  his  Majefty.  For  as  to  what  we  have  heard 
you  affirm,  that  there  are  other  kingdoms  and 
ftates  in  the  world  inhabited  by  human  creatures 
as  large  as  yourfelf,  our  philofophers  are  id 
much  doubt,  and  would  rather  conjedhirc  that 
you  dropped  from  the  moon,  or  one  of  the  ftars  ; 
becaufe  it  is  certain,  that  an  hundred  mortals  of 
your  bulk  would  in  a  (hort  time  deftroy  all  the 
r  fruits  and  cattle  of  his  Majefty's  dominions ;  bc- 
fides,  our  hiftories  of  fix  thoufand  moons  make 
no  mention  of  any  other  regions,  than  the  two 
great  empires  of  Lilliput  and  Blefufcu.  Which 
two  mighty  powers  have,  as  I  was  going  to  tell 
you,  been  engaged  in  a  mod  obftinate  war  fot 
itx  and  thirty  moons  paft.  It  began  upon  the 
following  occafion:  It  is  allowed  on  all  hands, 
that  the  primitive  way  of  breaking  eggs,  beford 
we  eat  them,  was  upon  the  larger  end  ;  but  his 
prefent  Majefty's  grandfather,  while  he  was  a 
boy,  going  to  eat  an  egg,  and  breaking  it  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  practice,  happened  to  cut  ond 
of  his  fingers.  Whereupon  the  Emperor,  his 
father,  publifhed  an  edi6l,  commanding  all  his 
fubjedts,  upon  great  penalties,  to  bi^ak  the  fmal- 
ler  end  of  their  eggs.  The  people  fo  highly  rc- 
fented  this  law,  that  our  hiftories  tell  us,  there 
have  been  fix  rebellions  raifed  on  that  account  j 
wherein  one  Emperor  loft  his  life,  and  another 
his  crown.  Thefc  divil  commotions  were  con- 
ftantly  fomented  by  the  monarchs  of  Blefufcu ; 
and  when  they  were  quelled,  the  exiles  always 
fled  for  refuge  to  that  empire.     It  is  computed 

that 
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that  eleven  thoufand  perfons  have  at  feveral 
times  fuffered  dcath^  rather  than  fubmit  to  break 
their  eggs  at  the  fmaller  end.  Many  hundred 
large  volumes  have  been  publifhed  upon  this 
.  controverfy ;  but  the  books  of  the  Big-endians 
have  been  long  forbidden,  and  the  whole  party 
rendered  incapable  by  law  of  holding  employ- 
ments. During  the  courfe  of  thefe  troubles,  the 
Emperors  of  Blefufcu  did  frequently  expoftulatc 
by  their  ambafladors,  accufing  us  of  making  a 
fchifm  in  religion,  by  oflFending  againft  a  funda- 
mental do£irine  of  our  great  prophet  Luftrog, 
in  the  fifty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Blundecral 
(which  is  their  Alcoran).  This,  however,  is 
thought  to  be  a  mere  ftrain  upon  the  text  5  for 
^  the  words  are  thefe  ;  That  all  true  believers  break 
their  eggs  at  the  convenient  end.  And  which  is  the 
convenient  end,  feems,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
to  be  left  to  every  man's  confcience^  or  at  leaft 
in  the  power  of  the  chief  magiftratc  to  determine. 
Now,  the  Big-CHdian  exiles  have  found  fo  much 
credit  in  the  Emperor  of  Blefufcu's  court,  and 
fo  much  private  afliftance  and  encouragement 
from  their  party  here  at  home,  that  a  bloody 
war  hath  been  carried  on  between  the  two  em- 
pires for  fix  and  thirty  moons,  with  various  fuc- 
cels  ;  during  which  time  we  have  loft  forty  capital 
iliips,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  fmaller 
veflels,  together  with  thirty  thoufand  of  our  beft 
feamen  and  foldiers  5  and  the  damage  received  by 
the  enemy,  is  reckoned  to  be  fomewhat  greater 
than  ours.     However,  they  have  now  equipped 
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a  numerous  fleet,  and  are  juft  preparing  to  mak< 
a  defcent  upon  us ;  and  his  Imperial  Majefty 
placing  great  confidence  in  your  valour  ant 
ftrength,  hath  commanded  me  to  lay  this  ac 
count  of  his  afl&irs  before  you. 

I  defired  the  fecretary  to  prefent  'my  humbb 
duty  to  the  Emperor,  and  to  let  him  know,  thii 
I  thought  it  would  not  become  me,  who  was  J 
foreigner,  to  interfere  with  parties ;  but  I  wju 
ready,  with  the  hazard  of  my  life,  to  defend  hii 
perfon  and  ft  ate  again  ft  all  invaders  *• 


CHAP.        V. 

^he  author^  by  an  extraordinary  Jlratagem^  prevenh 
an  invafton.  A  high  title  of  honour  is  conferred 
upon  him,  Amhajfadors  arrive  from  the  Emperot 
of  BlefufcUy  and  fue  for  peace.  Tloe  Ewpref/s 
apartment  on  fire  by  an  accident ;  the  author  in* 
Jlrumental  infavtng  the  reji  of  the  palace. 

THE  empire  of  Blefufcii  is  an  iflahd  fitu- 
ated  to  the  north-eaft  fide  of  Lilliputi 
from  whence  it  is  parted  only  by  a  channel  of 
eight  hundred  yards  wide.  I  had  not  yet  feen  it  • 
and  upon  this  notice  of  an  intended  invafibn,  I 
avoided  appearing  on  that  fide  of  the  coaft,  for 
2  fear 

•  GuUivcr,  without  examining  the  fubjeO  of  difpirte,  readilf 
engaged  to  defend  the  Emperor  againft  invafion  ;  becanfe  he 
knew,  that  no  fuch  monarch  had  a  right  to  invade  the  domini- 
ons of  anothei",  though  for  the  ptopa'gatioii  of  truth.    Hawkef, 
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r  being  difcovcrcd  by  fortie  of  the  eticijafi 
who  had"  recei**fed  no  iritfelligctace  of  mc, 
ercoui-fe  bctwcctt  the  two  empires  having 
tri£lly  forbidden  during  the  war  upon  pain 
th,  and  an  embargo  laid  by  our  Empeix)r 
all  vefiels  whatfoeven  I  communicated 
Majefty  a  pro}e£t  I  had  farmed  of'  feizing 
lemy's  whole  fleet;  which,  a^  oiir*  fcouts 
1  us,  lay  at  anchor  irtthc  harboufy  ready  to 
ith'  the  firft  fair  wind.  I  confulted  the 
expeHenced  feamen  upon  the  depth  of 
bannel,  which  they  had  often  plumbed ; 
Did  me,  that  in  the  middle,  at  high-witer, 
»  (ev^titf .  glumgluffs  deep,  which  is  about 
:t  of  Furopeaa-  meafure ;  and  the  reft  of 
T  ^/«w^/«^  at  moft.  I  walked  towards 
iorth*eaft  coaft,  over  againft  Blefufcu ; 
,  lying  down  behind  a  hillock,  I  took  oat 
lall  perfpeftive  glafs,  and  viewed  the  ene^ 
Beet  at  anchc/r,  confifting  of  about  fifty 
if  war,  and  a  great  number  of  trariiiports  ; 
came  back  to  my  houfe,  artd  gave  orders 
rhich  I  had  a  warrant)  for  a  great  quantity 
e  ftrongeft  cable  and  bars  of  iron.  The 
was  about  as.  thick  ^s  pack-thread',  and  the 
iF  the.  length  and  'fize  of  a  knitting  needle: 
l^d  the  catfc  to  make  it  ftrongcr,'  and  for 
ntiercafonl  twifted  three  of  the  iron  bars 
ier,  bending  the  extremities  into  a  hook, 
ig  thus  fixed  fifty  hooks  to  as  many  cables, 
t  back  to  the  north-eaft  coaflr,  and  putting 
ly.coat,  fboes,  and  {lockings,  walked  into 
OL.  V.  F  X\xfe 
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the  Tea  in  mj  leathern  jerkin,  about  half  an  hour 
before  high-water.  1  waded  with  what  hafte 
I  could  9  and  fwam  in  the  middle  about  thirty 
yards,  till  I  felt  ground  j  1  arrived  at  the  fleet  in 
lefs  tban  half  an  hour.  The  enemy  was  fo 
frighted  when  they  faw  me,  that  they  leaped  out 
of  their  fhips,  and  fwam  to  fhore,  where  there 
could  not  be  fewer  than  thirty  thoufand  fouls : 
I  then  took  my  tackling,  and,  faflening  a  hook 
to  the  hole  at  the  prow  of  each,  I  tied  all  the 
cords  together  at  the  end.  While  I  was  thus 
employed,  the  enemy  difcharged  feveral  thou- 
fand arrows,  many  of  which  fhick  in  my  hands 
and  face ;  and,  befides  the  excefiive  fmart,  gave 
me  much  difturbance  in  my  work.  My  grcateft 
apprehenfion  was  for  mine  eyes,  which  I  fhould 
have  infallibly  loft,  if  I  had  not  fuddenly  thought 
of  an  expedient.  I  kept  among  other  Uttle 
neceflaries  a  pair  of  fpedVacles  in  a  private  pocket, 
which,  as  I  obferved  before,  had  efcaped  the  Em- 
peror's fearchers.  Theie  I  took  out,  and  fattened 
as  ftrongly  as  I  could  upon  my  npfe  ;  and  thus 
armed  went  on  boldly  with  my  work  in  fpight  of 
the  enemy's  arrows,  many  of  which  ftruck 
agsunft  the  glafles  of  my  fpeftacles,  but  without 
any  other  efieft,  farther  than  a  little  to  dlfcom- 
pofe  them.  I  had  now  faftened  all  the  hooks, 
and,  taking  the  knot  in  my  hand,  began  to  pull; 
but  not  a  fhip  would  ftir,  for  they  were  all  too 
faft  held  by  their  anchors,  £o  that  the  boldeft 
part  of  my  enterprize  remained.  I  therefore  let 
go  thd  cord,  and  leaving  the  hooks  £xod  to  the 

fliips, 


Chap.  V.       A  Voyage  to  Lilliput.         63 

-fhips,  I  refolutely  cut  with  my  knife  the  cables 
that  faftened  the  anchors,  receiving  above  two 
hundred  {hots  in  my  face  and  hands  ;  then  I 
took  up  the  knotted  end  of  the  cables,  to  which 
my  hooks  were  tied,  and  with  great  eafe  drew 
fifty  of  the  enemy's  largeft  men  of  war  after  me. 

The  Blefufcudians,  who  had  not  the  Icaft 
imagination  of  what  I  intended,  were  at  firfl 
confounded  with  aftonifhment.  They  had  feen 
me  cut  the  cables,  and. thought  my  dcfign  was 
only  to  let  the  fl^ips  run  a-drift,  or  fall  foul  on 
each  other  :  But  when  they  perceived  the  whole 
fleet  moving  in  o)^der,  and  faw  me  pulling  at  the 
end,  they  fet  up  fuch  a  fcream  of  grief  and  def- 
pair,  as  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  defcribe  or  con- 
ceive. When  I  had  got  out  of  danger,  I  ftopt 
a  while  to  pick  out  the  arrows,  that  ftuck  in  my 
hands  and  tace  5  and  rubbed  on  fome  of  the  fame 
ointment,  that  was  given  me  at  my  firft  arrival, 
as  I  have  formerly  mentioned.  I  then  took 
off  my  fpediacles,  and  waiting  about  an  hour,  till 
the  tide  was  a  little  fallen,  I  waded  through  the 
middle  with  my  cargo,  and  arrived  fafe  at  the 
royal  port  of  Lilliput. 

The. Emperor  and  his  whole  court  flood  on 
the  fhorc,  ex[)eftiog  the  iflue  of  tliis  great  adven- 
ture. They  faw  the  fhips  move  forward  in  a 
large  half-moon,  but  could  not  difcern  me,  who 
was  up  to  my  breaft  in  water.  When  I  advanced 
to  the  middle  of  the  channel,  they  were  yet  more 
in  pain,  becaufe  I  was  under  water  to  my  neck. 
The  Emperor  concluded  me  to  drowned,  and 
F  2  \\\^\. 
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that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  approachiqg  in  ^n 
hoflile  manner:  But  he  was  foon  eafed  of  his 
fears,  for  the  channel  growing  fhallower  -  every 
ftep  1  made,  I  came  in  a  fhort  time  witliin  hear- 
ing, and  holding  up  the  end  of  the  cable,  by 
which  the  fleet  was  faftcned,  I  cried  in  a .  Wd 
voice,  Long  live  the  moflpuljfant  Emperor  of  Liili" 
put  /  This  great  prince  received  me  at  my  landing 
with  all  poflible  encomiums,  and  created  ime  a 
Nardac  upon  the  fpot,  which  is  the  higheft  ti(k 
of  honour  among  them. 

His  Majefl:y  deiired,  I  would  t^e  fomc  other 
opportunity  of  bringing  all  the  reft  of  his  ene- 
my's (hips  into  his  .ports.  And  fo  unmeafurable 
is  the  ambition  .of  princes,  that  he  feemed 'to 
think  of  nothing  kfs  than  reducing  the  whole 
empire  of  Blefufcu  into  a  province,  and  govern- 
ing it  by  a.  viceroy  ;  of  deftroying  the  Big-endian 
exiles, ;  and  compelling  that  people  to  break  <t]ie 
fmaller  end  of  their  eggs,  by  which  he -.wQuld 
remain  the  fole  monarcli  ;of  the  whole  woi4d. 
But  I  endeavoured  to  divert  him  from  this  defign, 
by  many  arguments  d^a^yn  from  the  tppics  of 
policy  as  well  as  juftice :  And  I  plainly  protefled, 
that  I  would  never  be  an  iniirument  of  biingitig 
a  free  aijd  brave  people  into  flavery.  An4>  .wh^n 
the  matter  was  debated  in  council,  the  wifcft 
part  of  the  miniftry  were  of  my  opinion. 

This  open  bold  declaration  of  mine  was  fo 
oppofite  to  the  fchemes  and  politics  of:  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty,  that  he  could  never  forgive  me  ;  l>c 
nientiQu^dat  Jn  a  very  artful  xpanner  at  couniciU 

where 
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where  I  was  told  that  fome  of  the  wifeft  ^^ppcsired, 
at  lead  by  their  filence,  to  be  of  my  opinion  j  but 
others,  who  were  my  fecret  enemies,  could  not 
forbear  fome  expreffions,  which  by  a  fide-wind 
rcflefted  on  me.  And  from  this  time  began 
an  intrigue  between  his  Majefty,  and  a  junto  of 
minifters  malicioufly  bent  againft  me,  which 
broke  out  in  kfs  than  two  months,  and  had  like 
to  have  ended  in  my  utter  deftrudlion.  Of  fa 
little  weight  are  the  greateft  fervices  to  princes, 
when  put  into  the  balance  with  a  refiifal  to 
gratify  their  paflions. 

About  three  weeks  after  this  exploit,  there 
arrived  a  folepn  embafly  from  Blcfufcu,  with 
humble  offers  of  a  peace  ;  which  was  foon  con- 
cluded, upon  conditions  very  advantageous  to 
our  Emperor,  wherewith  I  fliall  not  trouble  the 
reader.  There  were  fix  ambafladors,  with  a 
train  of  about  five  hundred  perfons  ;  and  their 
entry  was  very  magnificent,  fuitable  to  the  gran* 
deur  of  their  mafter,  and  the  importance  of  their 
bufinefs.  When  their  treaty  was  finiflied,  where- 
in I  did  them  feveral  good  offices  by  the  credit 
I  now  had,  or  at  leaft  appeared  ta  have  at  courts 
their  Excellencies,  who  were  privately  told  how 
much  I  had  been  their  friend,  made  me  a  vifit 
in  form.  They  began  with  many  compliments 
upon  my  valour  and  generofity,  invfted  me  to 
that  kingdom  in  the  Emperor  their  mafi:er's 
name,  and  defired  me  to  fliew  them  fome  proofs 
of  my  prodigious  ftrength,  of  which  they  had 
heard  fo  many  wonders  j  wherein  I  readily  ob^ 
r  3  ^^ed 
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liged  tbem,  but  fball  not  trouble  the  reader  with 
the  particulars.  , 

When  I  had  for  fomc  time  entei*tained  their 
Excellencies  to  their  infinite  fatisfa^on  and  iur^ 
prize,  I  defired  they  would  do  me  the  honour 
to  prefcnt  my  raoft  humble  refpe^  to  the  Em- 
peror their  mafter,  the  renown  of  whofc  virtues 
had  fo  juftly  filled  the  whole  world  with  admira- 
tion, and  whof«:  royal  perfbn  I  refolved  to  attend 
before  I  returned  to  my  own  countiy  :  Accord- 
ingly, the  next  time  I  had  tlie  honour  to  fee  our 
Emperor,  I  defired  his  general  licence  to  wait 
on  the  Blefufcudian  monarch,  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  grant  me,  as  I  could  plainjy  perceive, 
in  a  vrry  cold  manner  ;  but  could  not  guefs  the^ 
reafon,  till  I  had  a  whifj^r  from  a  certain  perfijn,. 
that  Flimnap  and  Bolgolam  had  repr^fented  my 
intercourfe  with  thofe  ambafl!adors  as  a  mark  of 
difafii^ftion,  from  which  I  am  fure  my  heart  was 
'wholly  free.  And  this  was  the  firft  time  I  be- 
gan to  conceive  fome  imperfeft  idea  of  courts 
and  minlflers. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  ambafladori 
fpoke  to  me  by  an  interpreter,  the  languages  of 
both  empires  diflering  as  much  from  each  pther 
as  any  two  in  Europe  ;  and  each  nation  priding 
itfelf  upon  the  antiquity,  beauty,  and  energy  of 
their  own  tongues,  with  an  avowed  contempt 
for  that  of  their  neighbour?  yet  our  Emperor, 
ftanding  upon  the  advantage  he  bad  got  by  the 
feizure  of  their  fleet,  obliged  them  to  deliver 
their  credentials,  and  make  their  fpeech  in  the 

Lilliputian 
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Lilliputian- tongne.  And  it  muft  confdfled,  that 
from  the  great  intcrcoxirfc.  of  trade  and  com-^ 
merce  between  both  realms,  fFom  the  continual 
reception  of  exiles,  which  is  mutual  among  them, 
and  from  the  cuftom  in  each  empire  to  fend 
their  yoimg  nobility  and  richer  gentry  to  the 
4)ther,  in  order  to  polifh  themfelves  by  feeing  the 
world,  and  underftanding  men  and  manners; 
<lhere  are  few  perfons  of  diftin£tion,  or  mer- 
chants>  or  feamen,  who  dwell  in  the  maritime 
parts,  but  wiiat  can  hold  converfation  in  both 
tongues ;  as  I  found  fome  weeks  after,  when  I 
went  ta  pay  my  refpe&  to  the  Emperor  of  Blc- 
fufcu,  which,  in  the  midft  of  great  misfortunes, 
through  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  proved  a 
very  happy  adventure  to  me,  as  I  (hall  relate  in 
its  proper  place. 

The  reader  may  remember,  that  when  I 
^gned  thofe  articles  upon  which- 1  recovered  *  my 
liberty,  there  were  fome  which  I  difliked  upon 
account  of  their  being  too  fei-vile,  neither  could 
any  thing  but  an  extreme  nece£ity  have  forced 
me  to  fubmit.  But  being  now  a  Nardac  of  the 
higheft  rank  in  that  empire,  fuch  qffices  were  look- 
ed upon  as -below  my  dignity,  and  the  Emperor 
(to  do  him  juftice)  never  once  mentioned  them 
to  me.  However,  it  was  not  long  before  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  doing  his  Majefty,  at  lead  as 
I  then  thought,  a  moft  fignal  fervice.  - 1  was 
alarmed  at  midnight  with  the  cries  of  many  h^n- 
dred  people  at  my  door  ;  by  which  being  fudden- 
ly  awaked^  I  > was  in  fome  kind  of  terror.     I 
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heard  the  word  Burglum  repeated  ince0aDtlf : 
Several  of  the  Emperor's  court,  making  their 
way  thix)ugh  the  croud,  intreatcd  me  to  come 
immediately  to  the  palace,  where  her  Imperial 
Majefly's  apartment  was  on  fire  by^the  caretefsnefs 
of  a  maid  of  honour,  who  fell  afleep  while  flie 
was  reading  a  romance.  I  got  up  in  an  inftant; 
and  orders  being  given  to  clear  the  way  before 
me,  and  it  being  likewife  a  moon-fhioe  night, 
I  made  a  (hift  to  get  to  the  palace  without  tramp- 
ling on  any  of  the  people.  I  found,  they  had 
already  applied  ladders  to  the  walls  of  the  apart- 
ment, and  were  well  provided  with  buckets  ;  but 
the  water  was  at  fomc  diftance.  Tbefc  buckets 
were  about  the  fize  of  large  thimbles,  and  the 
poor  people  fupplied  me  with  them  as  fiaft  as 
they  could  ;  but  the  flame  was  fo  violent,  that 
they  did  little  good.  I  might  eaiily  have  fti£ed 
it  with  my  coat,  which  I  unfortunately  left  bev. 
hind  me  for  hafte,  and  came  away  only  in  my 
leathern  jerkin.  The  cafe  feemed  wholly  dcf- 
perate  and  deplorable  ;  and  this  magnificent 
palace  would  have  infallibly  been  burnt  down  to 
the  ground,  if,  by  a  prefence  of  mind  unufaal 
to  me,  I  had  not  fuddenly  thought  of  an  ex- 
pedient. I  had  the  evening  before  drank  plen- 
tifully of  a  moft  delicious  wine  called  Gilmigrim 
(the  Blefufcudians  call  it  Flunec,  but  ours  is 
cfteemed  the  better  fort)  which  is  very  diuretic. 
By  the  luckieft  chance  in  the  world  I  had 
not  difcharged  myfelf  of  any  part  of  it.  The 
heat  I  had  comraSed  by  coming  very  near  the 

flamg% 
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>  and  by  my  labouring  to  quench  them, 
he  wine  begin  to  operate  by  urine ;  which 
led  in  fuch   a  quantity,    and  applied    fa 

the  proper  places,  that  in  three  minutes 
*  was  wholly  extinguiihed,  and  the  reft  of 
)ble  pile,  which  had  coft  fo  many,  ages  in 
g,  preferved  from- dcftruftion. 
ras  now  day-light,  and  I  retjurp^d  to  my 
without  waiting  to  congratulate  with  the 
or :  Becaufe,  although  I  had  done  a  very 
It  piece  of  fervice,  yet  I  could  not.  tell  how 
ajefty  might  r^fent  the  manner  by  which 
performed  it :  For,  by  the  fundamental 
f  the  realm,  it  is.  capital  in  any  perfonj  of 
quality  ibever,  to  make  water  within  the 
[b  of  the  palace.  But  I  was  a  little  cpm- 
by  .a  meiiage  from  his  Majcfty*  Aat  be 
give  orders   to   the  grand  judiciary  for 

my  pardon  in  form ;  which  howeyer  I 
not  obtain,  ^nd  I  was  priva,tely^aflured, 
\ic  Emprefs,,  cpnceivipg  the  ;gr^e{l  ab- 
ce  of  what  I  had  done,,  r^n^v^  to  the 
iiftant  fide  of  the  court,. ^firiaaly '  rcfoh'ed 
oTe  buildings  {hould  never  be,  repaired  fot 
I ;  and,  in  the  pr<{fence  pf  her  chief  confi-- 
could  90t  fosrbear  vowing  revenge. 


CHAPi 
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CHAP.        VI. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  Lilliput ;  their  learnings  fawSf 
and  cuftomsy  the  manner  of  educating  their  chiU 
dren.  The  author's  nuay  of  living  in  that  country* 
His  vindication  of  a  great  lady. 


ALthoughI  intend  to  leave  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  empire  to  a  particular  treatifc, 
yet  in  the  mean  time  I  am  content  to  gratify  Ac 
curious  reader  with  fome  general  ideas.  As  the 
common  fize  of  the  natives  is  fomewhat  under 
fix  inches  high,  fo  there  is  an  exaft  proportion 
in  all  other  animals^  as  well  as  plants  and  trees  : 
For  inftance,  the  talleft  horfes  and  oxen  arc 
between  four  and  five  inches  in  height,  the  (hcep 
an  inch  and  half,  more  or  lefs ;  their  gcefe 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  fparrow^  and  fi>  the 
feyeral  gradations  downwards,  till  you  come  to 
the  fmalleft,  which  to  my  fight  were  almoft 
invifible ;  but  nature  hath  adapted  the  eyes  of 
the  Lilliputians  to  all  objedts  proper  for  their 
view :  They  fee  vrith  great  exa^nefs,  but  at  do 
great  diftance.  And,  to  fhew  the  Iharpnefs  of 
their  fight  towards  objedls  that  are  near,  I  have 
been  much  pleafed  with  obferving  a  cook  pull- 
ing a  lark,  which  was  not  fo  large  as  a  com- 
jnon  fly  ;  and  a  young  girl  threading  an  invifible 
needle  with  invifible  filk.    Their  talleft  trees  are 

about 
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about' feven  feet  high :  I  mean  fome  of  thofe  in 
the  great  royal  park,  the  tops  whereof  I  could 
but  juft  reach  with  my  fift  clinched.  The  other 
vegetables  are  in  the  fame  proportion ;  but  this 
I  leave  to  the  reader's  imagination. 

I  (hall  fay  but  little  at  prefent  of  their  learn* 
mg,  which  for  many  ages  hath  flpurifhed  in  all 
its  branches  among  them  :  But  their  manner  of 
writing  is  very  peculiar,  being  neither  from  the 
left  to  the  right,  like  the  Europeans  ;'nor  from 
the  right  to  the  left,  like  the  Arabians;  nor 
from  up  to  down,  like  the  Chinefe  \  but  aflant 
fi*om  one  corner  of  the  paper  to  the  other,  like 
ladies  in  England. 

They  bury  their  dead  with  their  heads  direftly 
downwards,  becaufe  they  hold  an  opinion,  that  in 
eleven  thoufand  moons  they  are  all  to  rife  again  ; 
in  which  period  the  earth  (which  they  conceive 
to  be  flat)  will  turn  upfide  down,  and  by  this 
means  they  (hall  at  their  refurredlion  be  found 
ready  {landing  on  their  feet  ♦.  The  learned  a- 
mong  them  confefs  the  abfurdity  of  this  doc- 
trine, but  the  praAice  ftill  continues  in  compli- 
ance to  the  vulgar  f .  There 

•  Here  the  amhor  d?re$  ercn  to  exert  his  vein  of  hamour  fo 
HbenUy  a«  to  place  the  refurreftion,  one  of  the  naoft  encourag- 
ing principles  of  the  ChrifBan  religion,  in  a  ridiculous  add  con- 
temptible light.  Why  IhouW  that  appointment  be  denied  ta 
man,  or  appear  Co  very  extraordinary  in  the  human  kind, 
^hich  the  Author  of  nature  has  illuftratpd  in  the  vegetable  fpe- 
cics,  where  the  feed  dies  and  corrupts,  before  it  can  rife  again 
*o  new  beauty  and  glory  ?    Orrery. 

f  This  paragraph,  if  it  were  examined  with  judgment  and 

candour, 
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There  arc  fomciaws  aad  ciiflott^  iiithiiem^ 
plrc  very  peculiai* ;  arid;  if  thejr  \9trt  not'^  (b  dJ* 
redUj  contrary  to  tKofe  of  my  owtf  dear  countiy,'  " 
I  {hoald  be  tempted  to  fay  a  little  in  their  jtxftifr 
cation.  It  is  onfty  to  be  wifhed  they  were  as'  w^ 
executed.  Thefirft'I  fhall  mfcntio'D;  rebtjcs'to 
informen.  All  crimes  againft  the  (late  are  ptioifli* 
cd  here  wilh  thtf  utmoft  fevtfrity  ^  btit,  if  the  pet- 
fotk  aocuied  maketh  his  4nnocefk:tf  plainly/ td'ap^ 
pear  tipon  his  trial,  the  aetixAr  is  immediately  pbC 
to  an  ignominious  death  ;  and  out  of  his  go&ii 
or  lands  the  innocent  perfon  is  quadruply  reeofli^ 
pcnfed  for  the  lofe  of  his  time,  for  the  danger  hir 
underwent^  for  the  hardfbipof  his^imprifonaOteflitr 
And  for  ail  .the  charges  he  hath  been  as  in  irlaUng 
2  his 

icandonr,  would  Incline  us  to  believe,  that  tn  opinion  of  a 
life  to  come  is  conncAed  ib  immediately  with  all  our  reafonable 
faculties,  th;tt,  fujipoHng  vre  had  never  been  bUfled  with  toiy  re^ 
vehttbh  from  God,-  welhould  believcthfc  refurreaion  to  lifitttt^ 
nal.  I'he  LiilipntikAs  believe,  that  after  ele^xn  thoufand  moenti 
the  earth  will  be  turned  upfide  down ;  and  upon  that  account 
they  are  buried  with' their  heads  directly  downwards,  in  order  to 
be  found  ftafiding;  upon  their  fett  at  the  day  of  refurr^Aibn  i 
An  opinion,  which  I  confcfs,  with  the  learned  amohg  thtfti* 
iclves«  to  be  whimfical  and  ridiculous  enough.  But  follies  and 
abfurdities  are  always  mixed  with  idolatry  and  Aipcrditioo. 
The  Lilliputians  were  rank  idolaters:  otherwife,  how  could  thcjr 
imagine  Gulliver's  watch  to  he  the  God  that  he  worfbtpped  ? 
And  therefore  I  cannot  hnt  infer,  that^  inOead  of  placing  the 
rcfurre^on  in  a  ridiculous  contemptible  light,  Gulliver  hath 
fiirly  manifcfted  the  opinion  of  a  (late  hereafter  (although  con- 
noted with  fome  vanities  and  abfurdities,  which  are  the  effcfts 
of  fuperftition)  to  be  the  ground-work  of  all  religion,  founded- 
upon  the  deaf  an^  ftr^>fy^:dU^f»  boch  of  nature  mnd  NtUJNi. 
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tiis  defence.  Or,  if  that  fund  be  deficient,  it  is 
Largely  fiipplied  by  the  crown.  The  Emperor 
alfo  confers  on  him  fome  public  mark  of  his  fa- 
vour, and  proclamation  is  made  of  his  innocence 
through  the  whole  city. 

They  look  upon  fraud  as  a  greater  crime  than 
theft,  and  therefore  feldom  fail  to  punifli  it  with 
death  5  for  they  alledge,  that  care  and  vigilance, 
with  a  very  common  underftanding,  may  pre- 
fcrve  a  man's  goods  from  thieves,  but  honefty  has 
no  fence  againft  fuperior  cunning :  And  fince  it  is 
neccflary  that  there  fhould  be  a  perpetual  inter- 
courfe  of  buying  and  felling,   and  dealing  upon 
credit ;  where  fraud  is  permitted  and  connived 
at,  or  hath  no  law  to  puuifh  it,  the  honeft  dealer 
is  always  undone,  and  the  knave  gets  the  advan- 
tage.    I  remember  when  I  was  once  interceding 
with  the  King  for  a  criminal,  who  had  wronged 
his  mafter  of  a  great  fum  of  money,   which  he 
had  received  by  order,  and  ran  away  with ;  and 
happening  to  tell  his  Majefty,  by  way  of  extenua- 
tion, that  it  was  only  a  breach  of  truft  5  the  Em- 
peror thought  it  monftrous  in  me  to  offer,  as  a 
defence,  the  greateft  aggravation  of  the  crime : 
And  truly   I  had  little  to  fay  in  return,  farther 
than  the  common  anfwcr,   that  different  nations 
had  difierent  cuftoms  \  for,  I  confefs,  I  was  hear- 
tily afhamed  *. 

Although  we  ufually  call  reward  and  punifh- 

ment  the  two  hinges  upon  which  all  government 

VbL.V.  G  turns, 

•  An  a£t  of   parliament  hath  been  fince  pafled,   by  whicK 
fomc  breaches  of  truflhavc  been  made  capital.    Ho-wkeJ. 
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turns,  yet  I  could  never  obferve  this  maxim  to  be 
put  ill  pra£lice  by  any  nation,  except  that  of  Lil- 
liput.  Whoever  can  there  bripg  fufficient  proo^ 
that  he  hath  ftridtly  obferved  the  laws  of  his 
country  for  fcventy-three  moons,  hath  a  claim  to 
certain  privileges,  according  to  his  quality  and 
condition  of  life,  with  a  proportionable  fum  of 
money  out  of  a  fund  appropriated  for  that  ufe : 
He  likewife  acquires  the  title  of  fnilpall^  or  legal^ 
which  is  added  to  his  name,  but  doth  not  deicend 
to  his  pofterity.  And  thefe  people  thought  it  a 
prodigious  defeft  of  policy  among  us,  when  I  told 
them,  that  our  laws  were  enforced  only  by  pe- 
nalties, without  any  mention  of  reward.-  It  is 
upon  this  account,  that  the  image  of  juftice  in 
their  courts  of  judicature  is  formed  with  fix  eyes, 
two  before,  as  many  behind,  and  on  each  fide 
one,  to  fignify  circumfpeftion ;  with  a  bag  of 
gold  open  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  fword  fheath- 
cd  in  her  left,  to  fhew  flie  is  more  difpofed  to 
reward  than  to  puniih. 

In  chufing  perfons  for  all  employments,  they 
have  more  regard  to  good  morals,  than  to  great 
abilities  ;  for,  fince  government  is  neceflary  to 
mankind,  they  believe,  that  the  common  fize  of 
human  underftandings  is  fitted  to  fome  ftation  or 
other,  and  that  providence  never  intended  to 
make  the  management  of  public  affairs  a  my- 
ftery  to  be  comprehended  only  by  a  few  perfons 
o(  fublime  genius,  of  which  there  feldom  are 
thnKe  born  in  an  age  :  But  they  fuppofe  truth, 
juftice,  temperance,  and  the  like,  to  be  in  every 

man's 
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man's  power ;  the  praftice  of  which  virtues,  affift- 
cd  by  experience  and  a  good  intention,  would 
qualify  any  man  for  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
except  where  a  courfe  of  ftudy  is  required.  But 
they  thought  the  want  of  moral  virtues  was  fo  far 
from  being  flipplied  by  fuperior  endowments  of 
the  mind,  that  employments  could  never  be  put 
into  fuch  dangerous  hands  as  thofe  of  perfons  fo 
qualified  5  and  at  leaft,  that  the  miftakes  com- 
mitted by  ignorance  in  a  virtuous  difpofition, 
would  never  be  of  fuch  fatal  confequence  to  the 
public  weal,  as  the  praftices  of  a  man  whofe  incli- 
nations led  him  to  be  corrupt,  and  who  had  great 
abilities  to  manage,  to  multiply,  and  defend  his 
corruptions. 

In  like  manner,  the  difbelief  of  a  divine  provi- 
dence renders  a  man  uncapable  of  holding  any 
public  ftation  ;  for,  fince  kings  avow  themfelves 
to  be  the  deputies  of  providence,  the  Lilliputians 
think  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  for  a 
prince  to  employ  fuch  men  as  difown  the  autho- 
jrity  under  which  he  a^leth. 

In  relating  thefe  and  the  following  laws,  I  would 
only  be  underftood  to  mean  the  original  inftitu- 
tions,  and  not  the  mo(V  fcandalous  corruptions, 
into  which  thefe  people  are  fallen  by  the  degene- 
rate nature  of  man.  For  as  to  that  infamous 
practice  of  acquiring  great  employments  by  dan- 
cing on  the  ropes,  or  badges  of  favour  and  dif- 
tinftion  by  leaping  over  flicks,  and  creeping  un- 
der them,  the  reader  is  to  obferve,  that  they  were 
firft  introduced  by  the  grandfather  of  the  Em^- 
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ror  now  reigning,  and  grew  to  the  prcfent  height 
by  the  gradual  incrcafc  of  pai-ty  and  fodtion. 

Ingratitude  is  among  them  a  capital  crhnc,  as 
we  read  it  to  have  been  in  fome  other  countries  i 
for  they  reason  thus,  that  whoever  makes  ill  re- 
turns to  his  bencfaftor,  muft  needs  be  a  common 
enemy  to  the  reft  of  mankind,  fi-om  whom  he 
)\ath  received  no  obligation^  and  therefore  fuch  & 
man  is  not  fit  to  live. 

Their  notions  i^lating  to  the  duties  of  parents 
and  children,  differ  extremely  from  ours.  For> 
iince  the  conjunction  of  male  and  female  is  found- 
ed upon  the  great  law  of  nature,  in  order  to  pro>«- 
pagate  and  contiauc  the  fpecies,  the  Lilliputians 
will  needs  have  it,  that  men  and  women  are  join- 
ed together  like  other  animals  by  the  motives  of 
concupifcence  5  and  that  their  tcndemefs  towards 
their  young,  proceeds  from  the  like  natural  prin- 
ciple ;  For  which  reafon  they  will  never  allow, 
that  a  child  is  tmder  any  obligation  to  his  father 
for  begetting  him,  or  to  his  mother  for  bringing 
liim  into  the  world,  which,  confidering  the  mi- 
ferJes  of  human  life,  was  neither  a  benefit  in  itfelf> 
nor  intended  fo  by  his  parents,  whofe  thoughts  ia 
their  love  encounters  were  otherwife  employed. 
Upon  thefe,  and  the  like  reafonings,  their  opi- 
nion is,  that  parents  are  the  laft  of  all  others  to 
be  trufted  with  the  education  of  their  own  chil- 
dren 5  and  therefore  they  have  in  every  town 
public  nurferies,  where  all  parents,  except  cotta- 
gers and  labourers,  are  obliged  to  fend  their  in- 
fants of  both  fexes,  to  be  reared  and  educated 
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when  they  come  to  the  age  of  twenty  moons,  at 
which  time  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  fome  rudi- 
ments of  docility.  Thefe  fchools  are  of  feveral 
kindsj  fuiced  to  different  qualities,  and  to  both 
iexes*  They  have  certain  profeflbrs,  well  fkilled 
in  preparing  children  for  fuch  a  condition  of  life 
as  befits  the  rank  of  their  parents,  and  their  own 
capacities  as  well  as  inclinations.  I  fliall  firfl  fay 
fometliing  of  the  male  nurferies^  and  then  of  the 
.  female. 

The  nurferies  for  males  of  nobler  or  eminent 
birth,  are  provided  with  grave  and  learned  pro- 
feflbrs, and  their  feveral  deputies.  The  cloaths 
and  food  of  the  children  are  plain  and  fimple. 
They  are  bred  up  in  the  priiwiiples  of  honour, 
juftice,  courage,  modefty,  clemency,  religion,  and 
love  of  their  country  ;  they  are  always  employed 
in  fome  bufinefs,  except  in  the  times  of  eating 
and  fleeping,  which  are  very  fhort,  and  two  hours 
for  diverfions  coniifting  of  bodily  exercifes*  They 
arc  drefled  by  men  till  four  years  of  age,  and 
then  are  obliged  to  drefs  themfelves,  although 
their  quality  be  ever  fo  great ;  and  the  women 
attendants,  who  are  aged  proportionably  to  ours 
at  fifty,  perform  only  the  mo  ft  menial  offices. 
They  are  never  fuficred  to  converfe  with  fer- 
vants,  but  go  together  in  Analler  or  greater  num- 
bers to  take  their  diverfions,  and  always  in  the 
prefence  of  a  profeflbr,  or  one  of  his  deputies  ; 
whereby  they  avoid  thofe  early  bad  impreffions  of 
folly  and  vice,  to  wliich  our  children  arc  fubje<Sl. 
Their  parents  are  fuffered  to  fee  them  only  twlcQ 
G  3  ^-^c-^'V 
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a-year  ;  the  vlfit  is  to  laft  but  an  hour  j  they  are 
allowed  to  kifs  the  child  at  meeting  and  partings 
but  a  profeflbr,  who  always  ftands  by  on  tbofe 
occafions,  will  not  fuffer  them  to  whifper,  or  ufc 
any  fondling  expreffions,  or  bring  any  prefents 
of  toys,  fwjet-meats^  and  the  like. 

The  penfion  from  each  family  for  the  educa- 
tion and  entertainment  of  a  child,  upon  Allure 
of  due  payment,  is  levied  by  the  Emperor's  ot 
ficers. 

The  nurferies  for  children  of  ordinary  gentle- 
men, merchants,  traders,  and  handicrafts,  are 
managed  proportionably  after  the  fame  manner  y 
only  thofe  defigned  for  trades  are  put  out  ap- 
prentices at  eleven  years  old,  whereas  thofe  f>er- 
fons  of  quality  continue  in  their  excrcifcs  till  fit 
teen,  which  anfwers  to  twenty-one  with  us  :  But 
the  confinement  is  gradually  leflcned  for  the  laft 
three  years. 

In  the  female  nurferies,  the  young  girls  of  qua- 
lity are  educated  much  like  the  males,  only  they 
are  drefl£d  by  orderly  fervants  of  their  own  fex  } 
but  always  in  the  prefence  of  a  profeflbr  or  de- 
puty, till  they  come  to  drefs  themfelves,  which  is 
at  five  years  old.  And  if  it  be  found,  that  thefe 
nurfes  ever  prefume  to  entertain  the  girls  with 
frightful  or  foolifh  ftories,  or  the  common  ftjllres 
pradtifed  by  chamber-maids  among  us,  they  arc 
publicly  whipped  thrice  about  the  city,  imprifon- 
cd  for  a  year,  and  banifhed  for  life  to  the  moft 
defolate  part  of  the  country.  Thus  the  young 
ladies  there  are  as  much  alhamed  of  being  cow- 
ards 
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ards  and  foob  as  the  men,  and  defpife  all  per^* 
fensd  ornaments  beyond  decency  and  cleanlinefs  : 
Neither  did  I  perceive  any  d^erence  in  their  edu-r 
catioa  nia^Je  by  their  difference  of  fex,  only, that 
the  exercifes  of  the  females  were  not  altogether 
fo  robuft  ;  and  that  fome  rules  were  given  them 
relating  to  domeftic  life,  and  a  fmaller  compa& 
of  learning  was  enjoined  them  :  For  theii*  maxim 
is,  that,  among  people  of  quality,  a  wife  (hould 
be  always  a  reafonable  and  agreeable  companion^ 
becaufe  fhe  cannot  always  be  young.  When  the 
girls  are  twelve  years  old,  which  among  them  is 
the  n^arriageable  age,  their  parents  or  guardians 
takq  them  home  with  great  expreffions  of  grati- 
tude to  the  profeflbrs,  and  feldom  without  tears 
of  the  young  lady  and  her  companions. 

In  the  nurferies  of  females  of  the  meaner  /brt, 
the  children  are  ipftru£ted  in  all  kinds  of  works 
proper  for  their  fex,  and  their  feveral  degrees : 
Thoie  intended  for  apprentices,  are  difmified  af 
feven  years  old,  the  reft  are  kept  to  eleven. 

The  meaner  families,  who  have  children  at 
thefe  nurferies,  are  obliged,  befides  their  annual 
penfion,  which  is  as  low  as  poffiblc,  to  return  to 
the  fteward  of  the  nurfery  a  fmall  monthly  fhare 
of  their  gettings,  to  be  a  portion  for  the  child  j 
and  therefore  all  parents  are  limited  in  their  ex- 
pences  by  the  law.  For  the  Lilliputians  think 
nothing  can  be  more  unjnft,  than  for  people,  in 
fiibfervience  to  their  own  appetites,  to  bring  chiU 
dren  into  the  world,  and  leave  the  burthen  of 
fupporting  them  on  the  public.     As  to  perfons  of 
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quality,  they  give  fccurity  to  appropriate  a  cer- 
tain Aim  for  each  child,  fuitable  to  their  condi- 
tion ;  and  thefe  funds  are  always  managed  with 
good  hufbandry,  and  the  moft  txz&  jufticc. 

The  cottagers  and  libourera  keep  their  chil- 
dren at  home,  their  bufinefs  being  only  to  till  and 
cultivate  the  earth,  and  therefore  their  educadon 
is  of  little  confequence  to  the  public :  But  the 
old  and.  difeafed  among  them,  are  fupported  by 
hofpitals  y  for  begging  is  a  trade  unknown  in  this 
empire. 

'  And  here  it  may  perhaps  divert  the  cnrions 
reader,  to  give  fome  account  of  my  domcftics, 
and  my  manner  of  living  in  this  country,  during 
a  refidence  of  nine  months  and  thirteen  days. 
Having  a  head  mechanically  turned,  and  being 
iikewife  forced  by  neccflity,  I  had  made  for  my- 
felf  a  table  and  chair  convenient  enough  out  of 
the  largeft  trees  in  the  royal  park.  Two  hun- 
dred fempftrefles  were  employed  to  make-  me 
ihirts,  and  linen  for  my  bed  and  table,  all  of  the 
ftrongeft  and  coarfeft  kind  they  could  get ;  which, 
however,  they  were  forced  to  qurlt  together  in 
feveral  folds,  for  the  thickeft  was  fome  degrees 
finer  than  lawn.  Their  linen  is  ufually  three 
inches  wide,  and  three  feet  make  a  piece.  The 
fempftrefles  took  my  meafure  as  I  lay  on  the 
ground,  one  ftanding  at  my  neck,  and  another 
at  my  mid-leg,  with  a  ftrong  cord  extended,  that 
each  held  by  the  end,  while  a  third  meafured  the 
length  of  the  cord  with  a  rule  of  an  inch  long. 
Then  they  meafured  my.  right  ibumb^  aad  defirt 

'  cd 


VI.      A  Voyage  to  Lilliput.  Zi 

more  ;  for  by  a  mathematical  computation,, 
wice  round  tlie  thumb  is  once  round  the 
and  fo  on  to  the  neck  and  the  waiil,  and 
:  help  of  my  old  fliirt,  which  I  difplayed  on 
ound  before  them  for  a  pattern,  they  fitted 
u£lly.  Three  hundred  taylors  were  em-: 
I  ip  the  fame  manner  to  make  me  cloaths  \ 
ley  had  another  contrivance  fqr  taking  my 
re.     I  kneeled  down,    and   they   raifed  a. 

•  from  the  ground  to  my  neck ;  upon  tbi^ 

•  one  of  them  mounted,  and  let  fall  a  plumb- 
om  my  collar  to  the  floor,  which  juft  an- 
i  the  length  of  my  coat  5  but  my  waift  and 
[  meafured  myfelf.  When  my  cloaths  were 
;d,  which  was  done  in  my  houfe  (for  the 
t  of  theirs  would  not  have  been  able  to  hold 

they  looked  like  the  patch-work  made  by 
dies  in  England,  only  that  mine  were  all  of 
mr. 

ad  three  hundred  cooks  to  drefs  my  viAuals, 
le  convenient  huts  built  about  my  houfe, 
;  they  and  their  families  lived,  and  prepared 
10  difhes  a-piece.  I  took  up  twenty  waiters 
'  hand,  and  placed  them  on  the  table  ;  an 
red  more  attended  bel0w  on  the  ground, 
with  difhes  of  meat,  and  fome  with  barrels 
ae,  and  other  liquors,  flung  on  their  ftioul- 

all  which  the  waiters  above  drew  up,  as  I 

?d,  in  a  very  ingenious  manner  by  certain 

,  as  we  draw  the  bucket  up  a  well  in   Eu- 

A  difh  of  their  meat  was  a  good  mouth- 

and  a  barrel  of  their,  liquor  a  ieafotj».b\^ 
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draught.     Their  mutton  yields  to  ours,  but  their '  2 
beef  is  exccilent.     I  have  had  a  firloin  fo  large,* 
that  I  have  been  forced  to  make  three  bites  of  it ; 
but  this  is  rare.     My  fervants  were  aftonifhed  to 
fee  me  eat  it,  bones  and  all,  as  in  our  country'^ 
we  do.the  leg  of  a  lark.     Their  geefe  and  turkica 
I  ufually  eat  at  a  mouthful,  and  I  muft  confefi, 
they  far  exceed  ours.      Of  their  fmaller   fowl  I- 
could  take  up  twenty  or  thirty  at  the  end  of  my" 
knife. 

One  day  his  Imperial  Majefty,  being  informed  . 
of  my  way  of  living,  defired  that  himfelf  and  his 
royal  confort,  with  the  young  princes  of  the 
blood  of  both  fexes,  might  have  the  happinefs 
(as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  it)  of  dining  with  mc. 
They  came  accordingly ;  and  I  placed  them  in 
chairs  of  ftate  upon  my  table,  juft  over  againft 
me,  with  their  guards  about  them.  Flimnap, 
the  lord  high  treafurer,  attended  there  likewife 
with  his  white  ftafF;  and  I  obferved  he  often 
looked  on  me  with  a  four  countenance,  which  I 
would  not  feem  to  regard,  but  eat  more  than 
ufual,  in  honour  to  my  dear  country,  as  well  as 
to  fill  the  court  with  admiration.  I  have  fome 
private  reafons  to  believe,  that  this  vifit  from  his 
Majefty  gave  Flimnap  an  opportunity  of  doing 
me  ill  offices  to  his  mafter.  That  minifter  had 
always  been  my  fecret  enemy,  though  he  out- 
wardly carefled  me  more  than  was  ufual  to  the 
morofenefs  of  his  nature.  He  reprefented  to  the 
Emperor  the  low  condition  of  his  treafury  ;  that 
te  was  forced  to  take  up  money  at   great  difc 
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jcount ;  the  exchequer  bills  would  not  circulate 
junder  nine  per  cent,  below  par ;  that  I  had  coft 
:jhis  Majefty  above  a  million  and  a  half  of  fprugs^ 
^  (their  greateft  gold  coin,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
tfpangle)  \  and,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  would  be 
iadvifable  in  the  Emperor  to  take  the  fir  ft  fair 
(occafion  of  difmifling  me. 

i     I  am  here' obliged  to  vindicate  the  reputation 
of  an  excellent,  lady,  who  was  an   innocent  fuf- 
'  ferer  upon  my .  account.     The  treafurer  took  a 
;  fency  to  be  jealous  of  his  wife,  from  the  malice 
(of  fome  evil  tongues,  who  informed  him  that  her 
■  Grace  had  taken  a  violent  afiedlion  for  my  per- 
fon ;  and  the  court-fcandal  ran  for  fome  time, 
that  fhe  once  came  privately  to  my  lodging.    This 
I  folemnly  declare  to  be  a  moft  infamous  falfe- 
hood,  without  any  grounds,    farther  than  that 
her  Grace  was  pleafed  to  treat  me  with  all  inno- 
cent marks  of  freedom  and  friendlhip.     I  own 
(he  came  often  to  my  houfe,  but  always  publicly, 
nor  ever  without  three  more  in  the  coach,  who 
Were  ufually  her  fifter  and  young  daughter,  and 
fome  particular  acquaintance  \  but  this  was  com- 
mon to  many  other  ladies  of  the  court.     And  I  . 
ftill  appeal  to  my  fervants  round,  whether  they 
^t  any  time  faw  a  coach  at  my  door,  without 
knowing  what  perfons  were  in  it.     On  thofe  pc- 
cafions,  when  a  fcrvant  had  given  me  notice,  mjf 
cuftom  was  to  go  immediately  to  the  door  \  and, 
after  paying  my  refpedb,  to  take  up  the  coach 
and  two  horfes  very  carefully  in  my  hands   (for. 
If  there  were  fix  horfes,  the  poftilion  always  un-p 
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harneffed  four)  and  placed  ihcm  on  a  tabic,  where 
I  had  fixed  a  moveable  rim  quite  round,  of  Byc 
inches  high,  to  prevent  accidents.     And  I  have 
often  had  four  coaches  and  horfes  at  once  on  tny 
table  full  of  company,  while  I  fat  in  my  chair, 
leaning  my  face  towards  them  ;  and  when  1  was 
engaged  with  one  fet,  the  coachman  would  gently 
drive  the  others  round  my  table.     1  have  paffed 
many  an  afternoon  very  agreeably  in  thefe  con- 
verfations.     But  I  defy  the  treafurer,  or  his  two 
informers,  (I  will  name  them,  and  let  them  make 
their  beft  of  it),   Cluftril  and  Drunlo,   to  prove 
that  any  perfon  ever  came  to  me  incognito^  except 
the  fecretary  Reldrefal,  who  was  fent  by  exprefi 
command  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,.  as.  I  have  be- 
fore related  •     I  (hould  not  have  dwelt  fo  long 
upon  this  particular,  if  it  had  not  been  a  point 
wherein  the  reputation  of  a  great  lady  is  fo  nearly 
concerned,  to  fay  nothing  of  my  own,  though  I 
then  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Nardacy  which  the 
treafurer  himfelf  is  not ;  for  all  the  world  knows, 
that  he  is  only  a  Glumglum^  a  tide  inferior  by 
one  degree,  as  that  of  a  Marquis  is  to  a  Duke  in 
England  ;  yet  I  allow  he  preceded  me  in  right  of 
his  poft.     Thefe  falfe  informations,  which  I  af- 
terwards came  to  the  knowledge  of  by  an  acci- 
dent not  proper  to  mention,  made  the  treafurer 
Ihew  his  lady  for  fome  time  an  ill  countenance, 
and  me  a  worfe  ;  and  although  he  was  at  laft  un- 
deceived and  reconciled  to  her,  yet  I  loft  all  cre- 
dit with  him,  and  found  my  intereft  tlecline  very 
faft  with  the  Emperor  himfelf,  who  was  indeed 
too  much  governed  by  that  favourite. 

I  CYIK^ 
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CHAP.        VII. 

TCbe  author  being  informed  of  a  deftgn  to  accufe  him 
of  high-'treafon^  maketh  h'u  efcape  to  Blefufcu* 
His  reception  there. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  my 
leaving  this  kingdom,  it  may  be  proper  to 
inform  the  reader,  of  a  private  intrigue  which 
had  bccQ  for  two  months  forming  againft  me. 

I  had  been  hitherto  all  my  life  a  ftranger  to 
courts,  for  which  I  was  unqualified  by  the  mean- 
neis  of  my  condition,  i  had  indeed  heard  and 
read  enough  of  the  difpofitions  of  great  princes 
and  miiiiftcrs  ;  but  never  expefted  to  have  found 
fuch  terrible  efl&fl:s  of  them  in  fo  remote  a  coun- 
try* governed,  as  I  thought,  by  very  different 
maxims  from  thofe  in  Europe. 

When  I  was  juft  preparing  to  pay  my  attend- 
ance on  the  Emperor  of  Blefufcu,  a  coiiiiJerable 
perfon  at  court  (to  whom  I  had  been  very  fervice- 
able,  at  a  time  when  he  lay  under  the  highefl: 
difpleafure  of  his  Imperial  Majefty)  came  to  my 
houTe  very  privately  at  night  in  a  clofe  chair,  and^ 
without  fending  his  name,  defired  admittance : 
The  chairaien  were  difmifled;  1  put  the  chair, 
with  his  Lordfhip  in  it,  into  my  coat-pocket  5 
and,  giving  orders  to  a  trufty  fervant  to  fay  I  was 
imdifpofcd  and  gone  to  fleep,  1  faftened  the  door 
of  my  houfe,  placed  the  chair  on  the  table  ac- 
Vql.  V.  H  eot^\Yv%^ 
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cording  to  my  ufual  cuftom,  and  fat  down  by  it. 
After  the  common  falutations  were  over,  obferv- 
jng  his  Lordthip's  countenance  full  of  concern, 
and  enquiring  into  the  reafon,  he  defired  I  would 
hear  him  with  patience,  in  a  matter  that  highly 
concerned  my  honour  and  my  life.  His  fpeech 
was  to  the  following  effeft,  for  I  took  notes  of  it 
as  foon  as  he  left  me. 

You  are  to  know,  faid  he,  that  feveral  com- 
mittees of  council  have  been  lately  called,  in  the 
moft  private  manner,  on  your  account ;  and  it  is 
but  two  days  fincc  his  Majefty  came  to  a  full  re- 
folution. 

You  are  very  fen{ible  that  Skyris  Bolgolam 
(galbet^  or  high-admiral)  hath  been  your  mortal 
enemy  almoft  ever  fince  your  arrival :  His  brigi- 
nal  reafons  I  know  not ;  but  his  hatred  is  in- 
creafcd  fince  your  great  fuccefs  againft  Blefufcu,. 
by  which  his  glory,  as  admiral,  is  much  obfcur- 
ed.  This  Lord,  in  conjundlion  with  Flimnap  the 
liigh-treafurer,  whofe  enmity  againft  you  is  no- 
torious on  account  of  his  lady,  Limtoc  the  gene- 
ral, Lalcon  the  chamberlain,  and  BlamufF  the 
grand  jufticiary,  have  prepared  articles  of  im- 
peachment againft  you,  for  treafon,  and  other  ca- 
pital crimes. 

This  preface  made  me  fo  impatient,  being  con- 
fcious  of  my  own  merits  and  Innocence,  that  I 
was  going  to  interrupt ;  when  he  entreated  mc 
to  be  filent,  and  thus  proceeded. 

Out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  you  have 
done  me,  I  procured  information  of  the  whole 

proceedings, 
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redings,  and  a  copy  of  the  articles;  whcreia 
ture  my  head  for  your  fervice. 


les  of  impeachnent  againji  ^inhus  Flejlrin  the 
mari'mountain. 

ARTICLE!. 

hereas,  by  a  ftatute  made  in  the  reign  of  his 
rial  Majefty  Calin  Deffar  Plume,  it  is  enacl- 
rhat  whoever  ihall  make  water  within  the 
adls  of  the  royal  palace,  fliall  be  liable  to  the 
and  penalties  of  high  treafon  :  Notwith- 
ing  the  faid  Quinbus  Fleftrin,  in  open  breach 
e  faid  law,  under  colour  of  extinguifliing  the 
sdndled  in  the  apartment  of  his  Majefly's 
dear  Im^Krial  confort,  did  malicionfly,  trai- 
fly,  and  devilifhly,  by  difcharge  of  his  urine, 
ut  the  faid  fire  kindled  in  the  laid  apart- 
,  lying  and  being  within  the  precin£ls  of  the 
royal  palace,  againft  the  ftatute  in  that  cafe 
ded,  etc.  againft  the  duty,  etc. 

ARTICLE      IL 

at  the  faid  Quinbus  Fleftrin  having  brought 
nperial  fleet  of  Blefufcu  into  the  royal  port, 
leing  afterwards  commanded  by  his  Imperial 
[ly  to  feizc  all  the  other  fliips  of  the  faid  em- 
of  Blefufcu,  and  reduce  that  empire  to  a 
nee,  to  be  governed  by  a  viceroy  from  hence„ 
0  deftroy  and  put  to  death  not  only  all  the 
ndian  exiles^  but  Ukewife  all  the  ife.o^\e  ot 
H  2         ^  \\\^3L 
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that  empire,  who  would  not  immediately  forfake 
ilic  Big-etjiiian  herefy  :  He  the  faid  Flcftrin,  like 
a  falfe  traitor  againft  his  moft  aufpicious,  ferenc, 
Imperial  Majefty,  did  petition  to  be  excufed  from 
the  faid  fervice,  upon  pretence  of  unwillingncfs  to 
force  the  confcienccs,-or  deftroy  the  liberties  and 
lives  of  an  innocent  people  *• 

ARTICLE      III. 

That  whereas  certain  ambafladors  arrived 
from  the  court  of  Blefufcu  to  fuc  for  peace  in 
his  Majefty*s  court,  he  the  faid  Fleftrin  did,  like 
a  falfe  traitor,  aid,  abet,  comfort,  and  divert 
the  faid  ambafladors,  although  he  knew  them  to 
be  fervants  to  a  prince,  who  was  lately  an  open 
enemy  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  in  open  war 
againft  his  faid  Majefty. 

ARTICLE      IV. 

That  the  faid  Quinbus  Fleftrin,  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  a  faithful  fubjedl,  is  now  preparing  to 
make  a  voyage  to  the  court  and  empire  of  Ble- 
fufcu, for  which  he  hath  received  only  verbal 
licence  from  his  Imperial  Majefty ;  and  under 
colour  of  the  faid  licence,  doth  falfly  and  traiter- 
oufly  intend  to  take  the  faid  voyage,  and  there- 

by 

*  A  lawyer  thinks  himfclf  honcft  if  he  docs  the  bcft  he  can 
for  his  client ;  and  a  ftatefman.  If  he^  promotes  the  intered  of 
his  country  :  But  the  Dean  here  inculcates  an  higher  notion  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  obUg£ftt«ms  to  a  large  community. 
JiawJtf/:  J         \ 
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by  to  aid,  comfort,  and  abet  the  Emperor  o£ 
Blefufcu,  fo  late  an  enemy  and  in  open  war  with, 
his  Imperial  Majefty  aforefaid. 

There  are  fome  other  articles,  but  thefe  are: 
the  moft  important,  of  which  I  have  read  you  ait  ^ 
abftradl. 

In  the  feveral  debate^  upon  this  impeachment, 
it  niuft  be  confeflcd  that  his  Majefty  gave  many^ 
marks  of  his  great  lenity,  often  urging  the  fer- 
vices  you  had  done  him,  and  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tenuate your  crimes.  The  treafurer  and  admiral 
infifted,  that  you  fhould  be  put  to  the  moft  pain- 
ful and  ignominious  death  by  fcttihg  fire  to  your 
houfe  at  njght,  and  the  general  was  tb  attend 
with  twenty  thoufand  men  armed  with  poifoned 
arrows  to  flioot  you  on  the  face  and  hands- 
Some  of  your  fervants  were  to  have  private  or- 
ders to  ftrew  a  poifonous  juice  on  your  fhirts  and 
flieets,  which  v/ould  foon  make  you  tear  your 
own  flefh,  and  die  in  the  utmoft  torture.  The' 
g.epei'al  came  into  the  fame  opinion ;  fo  that  for 
a  long  time  there  was  a  majority  againft  you  :: 
But  his  Majefty  refolving,  if  poffible,  to  fparer 
yonr  hfc,  at  laft  brought  off  the  chamberlain. 

Upon  this  incident  lleldrefaV  principal  fecretarT- 
for  private  affairs,  who  always  approved  himfel£ 
your  true  friend,  was  commanded  by.  the  Empe- 
ror to  deliver  his  opinion,  which  he  accordingly 
did  ;  and  therein  juftified  the  good  thoughts  ^o\\^ 
have  of  him.  He  allowed  your  crimes  to  be: 
great,,  but  that  ft  ill  there  was  room  for  mercy> 
H  3  ^^Sas^^ 
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the  moft  commendable  virtue  in  a  prince,  and  for 
which  his  Majcfty  was  fo  juftly  celebrated.     He 
faid,  the  fi  iendfhip  between  yon  and  him  was  fo 
well  known  to  the  world,  that  perhaps  the  moft 
honourable    board     might    think  him   partial  : 
However,  in  obedience  to  the  command  he  had 
received,  he  would. freely   offer  his  fentiments.  ^ 
That  if  his  Majefty,   in.  confideration   of  your 
fcrvices,  and  purfuant  to  his  own  merciful  d.ifpo- 
iition,  would  pleafe  to  fpare  your  life,  and  only 
give  order  to  put  out  both  your  eyes,  he  humbly 
conceived,  that  by  'this  expedient  juftice  might  in 
fome   meafure  be   fatisfied,    and   all   the   world 
would  applaud  the  lenity  of  the  Emperor,  as  well 
as  the    fair  and  generous  proceedings  of  thofe 
who  have  the  honour  to  be  his  counfellors  :  That 
the  lofs  of  your  eyes  would  be  no  impediment  to 
your  bodily  ftrength,  by  which  you  might  flill  be 
iifeful  to  his  Majefty  :  That  blindnefs  is  an  addi- 
tion to  courage,  by  concealing  dangers  from  us  i 
That  the  fear  you  had  for  your  eyes,  was  the 
greateft   difiiculty  in  bringing  over  the  enemy's 
fleet ;  and  it  would  be  fufficient  for  you  to  fee  by 
the  eyes  of  the  minifters,  fince  the  greateft  princes 
do  no  more. 

This  propofal  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
difapprobation  by  the  whole  board.  Bolgolam' 
the  admiral  could  not  preferve  his  temper ;  but 
rifing  up  in  fury,,  faid,  He  wondered  how  the  fe- 
cretary  durft  prcfumc  to  give  his  opinion  for  pre- 
ferving  the  life  of  a  traitor :  That  the  fervices  you 
had  performed  were,  by  all  true  reafons  of  fl:ate, 

the 
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the  great  aggravation  of  your  crimes  ;  that  you, 
prho  were  abk  to  extinguifli  the  fire  by  difcharge 
of  urine  in  her  Majefty's  apartment  (which  he 
mentioned  with  horror)  might  at  another  time 
raife  an  inundation  by  the  fame  means  to  drown 
the  whole  palace  ;  and  the  fame  ftrength,  which 
enabled  you  to  bring  over  the  enemy's  fleet,  might 
ferve  upon  the  firft  difcontent  to  carry  it  back : 
That  he  had  good  reafons  to  think  you  are  a  Big" 
endian  in  your  heart  5  and  as  treafqn  begins  in 
the  heart,  before  it  appears  in  ovcrt-afts,  fo  he 
accufed  you  as  a  traitor  on  that  account,  and 
therefore  infixed  you  fhould  be  put  to  death. 

The  treafurer  was  of  the  fame^  opinion  :  He 
fhewed  to  what  ftreights  his  Majcfty's  revenue 
was  reduced  by  the  charge  of  maintaining  you, 
which  would  foon  grow  infupportable  :  That  the 
fecretary's  expedient  of  putting  out  your  eyes  was 
ib  far  from  being  a  remedy  againft  this  evil,  that 
it  would  probably  increafe  it,  as  is  manifeft  frcm 
the  common  praftice  of  blinding  fome  kinds  of 
fowl,  after  which  they  fed  the  fafter,  and  grew 
fooner  fat :  That  his  (acred  Majefty  and  the 
council,  who  are  your  judges,  were  in  their  own 
confciences  fully  convinced  of  your  guilt,  which 
was  a  fufficient  argument  to  condemn  you  to 
death,  without  the  formal  proofs  required  by  the 
ftrift  letter  of  the  law  *. 

But 

•  There  Is  fbmethmg  fb  odious  in  whatever  is  wrong,  that 
CTcn  thofc  whom  it  does  not  fubjc^  to  punifhment,  endeavour 
to  colonr  it  with  an  appearance  of  right ;  but  the  attempt  is  al- 
ways unfiicccfcful,  aDd  onJy  betrays  a  confcioufotft  oi  dcfetmM^, 
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But  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fully  determinctf 
againft  capital  punifhnient,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  • 
to  fay,  that  (ince  the  council  thought  the  lo& 
of  your  eyes  too  cafy  a  cenfure,  fomc  other  may 
be  inflifted  hereafter.  And  your  friend  the  fc- 
cretary,  humbly  defiring  to  be  heard  again,  iff 
anfwer  to  what  the  treafurer  had  objected  con- 
cerning the  great  charge  his  Majefty  was  at  iir 
maintaining  you,  faid,  That  his  Excellency,  who 
had  the  fole  difpofal  of  the  Emperor's  revenue^ 
might  eafily  provide  againft  that  evil,  by  gradual- 
ly leflening  your  eftablilhment  ;  by  which,  for 
want  of  fufficient  food,  you  would  grow  weak  and' 
faint,  and  lofe  your  appetite,  and  confume  in 
a  few  months  ;  neiiher  would  the  ftench  of  your 
carcafe  be  then  fo  dangerous,  when  it  fhould  be- 
come more  than  half  diminiflied  ;  and  imme- 
diately upon  your  death,  five  or  {jx  thoufand 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  might  in  two  or  three 
days  cut  your  fleih  from  your  bones,  take  it 
away  by  cart4oads,  and  bury  it  in  diftant  party 
to  prevent  infection,  leaving  the  ikeletoa  as  a 
monument  of  admiration  to  pofterity. 
.  Thus,  by  the  great  friend Ihip  of  the  fecretary, 
the  whole  affair  was  compromifed.  It  was  ftricl* 
ly  enjoined,  that  the  project  of  ftarving  you  by 

degrees' 

by  fhcwing  a  defire  to  Klde  it.  Thus  the  Lilliputian  court  pre* 
tended  a  right  to  diipenfe  with  the  ftrift  letter  of  the  law  to 
put  Gulliver  to  death,  though  by  the  ftri£t  letter  of  the  kw 
only,  he  could  be  convicted  of  a  crime;  the  intention  of  th« 
Hatutc  net  being  t6  Aiifcr  the  palace  rather  to  be  burut,  thaa 
pilied  upon.     Haw  kef. 
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de^es  (hould  be  kept  a  fccret,  but  the  femence 
of  putting  out  your  eyes  was  entered  on  the 
books  ;  none  diiTenting  except  holgolam  the  ad* 
miral^  who,  being  a  creature  of  the  Emprefs, 
was  perpetually  inftigated  by  her  Majefty  to  in- 
fift  U|pon  your  death,  Ihe  having  borne  perpc* 
tual  malice  againft  you,  on  account  of  that  infa» 
mous  and  illegal  method  you  took  to  extinguifh 
the  fire  in  her  apartment. 

In  three  days,  your  friend  the  fecretary  will 
be  direftcd  to  come  to  your  houfe,  and  read  be- 
fore you  the  articles  of  impeachment  j  and  then 
to  fignify  the  great  lenity  and  favour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty and  council,  whereby  you  are  only  con* 
demned  to  the  lofs  of  your  eyes,  which  his  Ma- 
jefty doth  not  queftion  you  will  gratefully  and 
humbly  fubmit  to  s  and  twenty  of  his  Majefty's 
furgeons  will  attend,  in  order  to  fee  the  opera-, 
tion  well  performed,  by  difcharging  very  ftiarp- 
pointed  arrows  into  the  balls  of  your  eyes,  as  you 
Ue  on  the  ground. 

I  leave  to  your  prudence  what  mcafures  you 
will  take  ;  and,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  1  muft  imme- 
diately return  in  as  private  a  manner  as  1  came. 

His  lordftiip  did  fo,  and  i  remained  alone  un- 
der many  doubts  and  perplexities  of  mind. 

It  was  a  cuftom  introduced  by  this  prince  and 
his  miniftry  (very  different,  as  1  have  been  af- 
fured,  from  the  practices  of  former  times)  that 
after  the  court  had  decreed  any  cruel  execution, 
cither  to  gratify  the  monarch's  refentment,  or 
the  malkc  of  a  favourite,  the   Emperor  always 
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made  a  fpeech  to  his  whole  council,  expreiSng 
his  great  lenity  and  tendcrnefs,  as  qualities  known 
and  confefTcd  by  all  the  world.  This  fpeech  was 
immediately  publifhed  through  the  kingdom  : 
Nor  did  any  thing  terriiy  the  people  fo  much  as 
thofe  encomiums  on  his  Majefty's  mercy  ;  becaufc 
it  was  obfcrved,  that  the  more  thefe  praifes  were 
enlarged  and  infifted  on,  the  more  inhuman  was 
the  puniihment,  and  the  fnfferer  more  innocent. 
Yet  as  to  myfclf,  I  muft  confefs,  having  never  been 
defigncd  for  a  courtier  either  by  my  birth  or  edu- 
cation, I  was  fo  ill  a  judge  of  things,  that  I  could 
not  difcover  the  lenity  and  favour  of  this  fen- 
tcnce,  but  conceived  it  (perhaps  erroneoufly) 
rather  to  be  rigorous  than  gentle.  I  fometimes 
thought  of  (landing  my  trial  ;  for  although  I 
could  not  deny  the  fadls  alledged  in.  the  federal 
articles,  yet  I  hoped  they  would  admft  of  fomc 
extenuation.  But  having  in  my  life  perufed 
many  ftate-trials,  which  I  ever  obferved  to  ter- 
minate as  the  judges  thought  fit  to  dire^l,  I  durflr 
not  rely  on  fo  dangerous  a  decifion,  in  fo  criti- 
cal a  jun^re,  and  againfl  fuch  powerful  ene- 
mies. Once  I  was  ftrongly  bent  upon  refiftance  5 
for,  while  I  had  liberty,  the  whole  ftrength  of 
that  empire  could  hardly  fubdue  me,  and  1  might 
cafily  with  ftoncs  pelt  the  metropolis  to  pieces ; 
but  I  foon  rejected  that  projeft  with  horror,  by 
remembering  the  oath  I  had  made  to  the  Empe- 
ror, the  favours  I  received  from  him,  and  the 
high  title  of  Nardac  he  conferred  upon  me. 
Neither  had  I  fo  foon  learned  the  gratitude  of 

courtiers^ 
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courtiers,  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  his  Majefly's 
prefent  feveritics  acquitted  mc  of  all  pail  obli- 
gations. 

At  laft  I  fixed  upon  a  refolution,  for  which 
it  is  probable  I  may  incur  fome  cenfurc,    and 
not  unjuftly  ;  for  I  confefs  I  owe  the  prefcrving 
mine  eyes,  and.confequently  my  liberty,  to  my 
own   great    rafhnefs,  and   want  of  experience ; 
becaufe,    if  I   had  then  known  the  nature  o£ 
princes  and   minifters,  which   I  have   fince   ob- 
ferved  in  many^ other  courts,  and  their  methods 
of  treating  criminals  lefs  obnoxious  than  myfelf, 
I  (hould  with  great  alacrity  and  readinefs  have 
fubmitted  to  fo  eafy  a  punifhment.     But  hurried 
on  by  the  precipitancy  of  youth,  and  having  his 
Imperial  Majefty's  licence  to  pay  my  attendance 
upon  the  Emperor  of  Blefufcu,  I  took  this  op- 
portunity,  before  the  three  days  were  elapfed, 
to  fend  a  letter  to  my  friend  the  fccretary,  figni- 
fying  my  refolution  of  fetting  out  that  morning 
for  Blefufcu,  purfuant  to  the  leave  I  had  got ; 
and,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  I  went  to 
that  fide  of  the   ifland  where  our  fleet  lay.      I 
feized  a  large  man  of  war,  tied  a  cable  to  the 
prow,'  and,  lifting  up  the  anchors,  I  ftript  my- 
felf, put  ihy  cloaths  (together  with  my  coverlet, 
which  I  carried  under  iny  arm)  into  the  veflel, 
and  drawing  it  after  me,  between  wading  and 
fwimming,  arrived  at  the  royal  port  of  Blefufcu, 
where  the  people  had  long  expelled  me  :  They 
lent  me  two  guides  to  direct  me  to  the  capital 
City,  which  is  of  the  fame  name.     I  held  them 
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in  my  hands,  till  I  came  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  gate,  and  defired  them  to  fignify 
my  arrival  to  one  of  the  fecretarles,  and  let  him 
know,    I  there  waited   his  Majeflys  command. 
I  had  an  anfwer  in  about  an  hour,  that  his  Ma- 
jedy,  attended  by  the  royal  family  and  great  oS^ 
cers  of  the  court,  was  coming  out  to  recerire  me. 
I  advanced   a  hundred   yards.      The   Emperor 
and  his  train  alighted  from  their  horfes,  the  Em- 
prefs  and  ladies  from  their  coaches,  and  I  did 
not  perceive  they  were  in  any  fright  or  concern. 
I  lay  on  the  ground  to  kifs  his  Majcfty's  and  £m«* 
prefs's  hand.     I  told  his  Majefty  that  I  was  come 
according  to  my  promife,  and  with  the  licence 
of  the  Emperor  my  mafter,  to  have  the  honour 
of  feeing    fo  mighty  a  monarch,  and   to  ofiJar 
him  any  fervice  in  my  power  confiftent  with  my 
duty  to  my  own  prince  ;  not  nientioninjg  a  word 
of  my  difgrace,  becaufe  I  had  hitherto  no  regu- 
lar information  of  it,  and  might  fuppofe  myfdf 
wholly   ignorant  of  any   fuch   defign  ;    neither 
could   I  reafonably  conceive   that  the  Eniperor 
would  difcovcr  the  fecret,  while  I  was  out  of  his 
power  ;  wherein  however  it  foon  appeared  I  was 
deceived. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  the  parti- 
cular account  of  my  reception  at  this  court, 
which  was  fuitable  to  the  generofity  of  fo  great 
a  prince ;  nor  of  the  difficulties  I  was  in  for 
want  of  a  houfe  and  bed,  being  forced  to  lie  on 
the  ground,  wrapt  up  in  my  coverlet. 

2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      vni. 

VChe  author ^^  by  a  luciy  accident y  finds  means  t§ 
leave  Blefufcu ;  andy  after  fame  difficulties y  re^ 
turns  fafe  to  his  native  country • 

»"  I  ^HREE  days  after  my  arrival,  walking  out 
JL  of  oiriofity  to  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the 
ifland,  I  obfcrved  about  half  a  league  o^^  in  the 
fea,  fbmewhat  that  looked  like  a  boat  overturn- 
ed. I  pulled  off  my  fhoes  and  ftockings,  and 
wading  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  I  found 
the  objeft  to  approach  nearer  bj^  force  of  the 
tide ;  and  then  plainly  faw  it  to  be  a  real  boat, 
which  I  fuppofed  might  by  fome  tempeft  have 
been  driven  from  a  fhip  :  Whereupon  I  returned 
immediately  towards  the  city,  and  deiired  his 
Imperial  Majcfty  to  lend  me  twenty  of  the  talleft: 
veflels  he  had  left  after  the  lofs  of  his  fleet,  and 
three  thoufand  feamen,  under  the  command  of 
bis  vice-admiral.  This  fleet  foiled  round,  while 
I  went  back  the  fhorteft  way  to  the  coafl",  where 
I  firft  difcovered  the  boat ;  I  found  the  tide  had 
driven  it  ftill  nearer.  The  feamen  were  all  pro4i 
vided  with  cordage,  which  I  had  before-hand 
twifted  to  a  fufiicient  ftrength.  When  the  fhips 
came  up,  I  ftript  mylelf,  and  waded  till  I  came 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  boat,  after  whicU  . 
I  was  forced  to  fwim  till  I  got  up  to  it.  I'he 
Vol.  V.  I  fe^imtx^ 
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fcamen  threw  mc  the  end  of  the  cord,  which  I  faft- 
cned  to  a  hole  in  the  fore-part  of  the  boat,  and 
the  other  end  to  a  man  of  war  :  But  I  found  all 
my  labour  to  little  purpofc  ;  for,  being  out  of  my 
depth,  I  was  not  able  to  work.  In  this  ncceility,  I 
was  forced  to  fwim  behind,  and  pufli  the  boat 
forwai^ds  as  often  as  I  could,  with  one  of  my 
hands :  And  the  tide  favouring  me,  I  advanced 
fo  far,  that  I  could  juft  hold  up  my  chin  and 
feel  the  ground.  I  refted  two  or  three  minutes, 
and  then  gave  the  boat  another  Ihove,  and  fo  on 
till  the  fea  was  no  higher  than  my  arm-pits.  And 
now,  the  moft  laborious  part  being  over,  I  took 
out  my  other  cables,  which  were  ftowed  in  one 
of  the  fhips,  and  fattened  them  firft  to  the  boat, 
tmd  then  to  n^ne  of  the  veflels  which  attended 
me.  The  wind  being  favourable,  the  feamen  tow- 
ed, and  1  flioved,  till  we  arrived  within  forty  yards 
of  the  {hore  5  and  waiting  till  the  tide  was  out,  I 
got  dry  to  the  boat ;  and,  by  the  affiftance  of  two 
thoufand  men,  with  ropes  and  engines,  I  made 
a  fhift  to  turn  it  on  its  bottom,  and  found  it  was 
but  little  damaged. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  the  diffi- 
culties I  •was  under  by  the  help  of  certain  pad- 
dles, which  coft  me  ten  days  making,  to  get  my 
boat  to  the  royal  port  of  Blefufcu,  where  a 
mighty  concourfe  of  people  appeared  upon  my 
arrival,  full  of  wonder  at  the  fight  of  fo  prodi- 
gious a  veflel.  1  told  the  Emperor,  that  my 
good  fortune  had  thrown  this  boat  in  my  way 
to  carry  mc  to  fome  place,  from  whence  1  mig^t 

return 
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return  into  my  native  country,  and  begged  his 
Majcfty's  orders  for  getting  materials  to  fit  it  up^ 
together  with  his  licence  to  depart,  which,  after 
fome  kind  expoftulations,  he  was  pleafed  to 
grant. 

1  did  very  much  wonder,  in  all  this  time,  not 
to  have  heard  of  any  exprefs  relating  to  me  from 
our  Emperor  to  the  court  of  Blefufcu.  But  I 
was  afterwards  given  privately  to  underftand, 
that  his  imperial  Majefty,  never  imagining  I  had 
the  leaft  notice  of  his  defigns,  believed  I  was 
only  gone  to  Blefufcu  in  performance  of  my  pro- 
mife,  according  to  the  licence  he  had  given 
me,  which  was  well  known  at  our  court,  and 
would  return  in  a  few  days  when  the  ceremony 
was  ended.  But  he  was  at  laft  in  pain  at  my 
long  abfence ;  and,  after  confulting  with  the 
trealurer  and  the  reft  of  that  cabal,  a  pcrfon 
of  quality  was  difpatched  with  a  copy  of  the 
articles  again  ft  me.  This  envoy  had  inftructions 
,to  reprefent  to  the  monarch  of  Blefufcu,  the 
great  lenity  of  his  mafter,  who  was  content  to 
punifb  me  no  farther  than  with  the  lofs  of  mine 
eyes ;  that  I  had  fled  from  jufticc,  and,  if  I  did 
not  return  in  two  hours,  I  fhould  be  deprived 
of  my  tide  of  Nardacy  and  declared  a  traitor. 
The  envoy  further  added,  that,  in  order  to 
maintain  die  peace  and  amity  between  both  em- 
pires, his  mafter  expedled,  that  his  brother  of 
Blefufcu  would  give  orders  to  have  me  fent  back 
to  Lilliput,. bound  hand  and  foot,  to  be  punlfhed 
as  a  traitor. 

J  z  TVt 
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The  Emperor  of  Blefufcu,  having  taken  three 
days  to  confult,  returned  an  anfwer  confifting  of 
many  civilities  and  excufes.  He  faid,  That  a^ 
for  fending  me  bonnd,  his  brother  knew  it  was 
impoffible;  that  although  I  had  deprived  him 
of  his  fleet,  yet  he  owed  gre^t  obligations  to  me, 
for  many  good  ofHces  I  had  done  him  in  making 
tlie  peace  :  That,  however,  both  their  Majeflies 
would  foon  be  made  eafy ;  for  I  had  found  a 
pix)digious  vcflel  on  the  (hore,  able  to  carry  me 
pn  the  fea,  which  he  had  given  orders  to  £t  up 
with  my  own  aiiiftance  and  direAion ;  and  be 
hoped,  Ui  a  few  weeks,  both  empires  would  be 
freed  from  fo  unfupportable  an  incumbrance. 

With  this  anfwer  the  envoy  returned  to  LiUi^ 
put,  and  the  monarch  of  Blcfufcu  related  to  mc 
all  that  had  pafled  ;  offering  me  at  the  fame  time 
(but  under  the  ftrifteft  confidence)  his  gracious 
prote«Skion,  if  I  would  continue  in  his  fervice  ; 
wherein  although  1  believed  him  Ancere,  yet  i 
refolved  never  more  to  put  any  confidence  in 
princes  or  minifters,  where  I  could  poffibly  avoid 
it ;  and  therefore,  with  all  due  acknowledge- 
ments for  his  favourable  intentions,  I  humUy 
begged  to  be  excufed.  I  told  him,  that  fincc 
fortune,  whether  good  or  evil,  had  thrown  a 
veffel  in  my  way,  I  was  refolved  to  venture  my- 
felf  in  the  ocean,  rather  than  be  an  octaiibn  of 
difference  between  two  fuch  mighty  monarchsi. 
Neither  did  I  find  the  Emperor  at  all  difpleafod  ; 
.and  I  difcovered,  by  a  certain  accident,  that  he 
was  very  glad  of  my  refolution,  and'fo  were 
mad  ofhis  minifters. 
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The/e  confiderations  moved  me  to  haftcn  my 
departure  fomewliat  foonei'  than  I  intended  ;  to 
which  the  court,  impatient  to  have  me  gone,, 
very  readily  contributed.  Five  hundred  work^ 
men  were  employed  to  make  two  fails  to  my 
boat,  according  to  my  direftions,  by  quilting 
thu*teen  fold  of  their  ftrongeft  linen  together.. 
I  was  at  the  pains  of  making  ropes  and  cables,  bjr 
twifting  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  of  the  thickeft 
and  ftrongcft  of  theirs..  A  great  ftone  that  I 
happened  to  find,  after  a  long  ifearch  by  the  fea- 
£bore,  ferved  me  for  an  anchor.  I  had  the  tallow 
of  three  hundred  cows  for  greafing  my  boat, 
and  other  ufes.  I  was  at  incredible  pains  in 
cutting  down  fome  of  the  largeft  timber  trees  for- 
oars  and  mafts,  wherein  I  was  however  mucK 
aflifted  by  his  Majefty's  fliip  carpenters,  who> 
helped  me  in  fmoothing  them  after  I  had  done: 
the  rough  work. 

In  about  a  month,  when  all  was  prepared,  I  fent : 
to  receive  his  Majefty's  commands,  and  to  take  my 
kave.  The  Emperor  and  royal  family  came  out: 
of  the  palace  ;  I  lay  down  on  my  face  to  kifs  his; 
hand,  which  he  very  gracioufly  gave  me  \  fo  did' 
die  Emprefs,  and  young  princes  of  the  blood.. 
His  Majefty  prefented.  me  with,  fifty  purfes  of  two* 
hundred  fprugs  a  piece,,  together  with  his  pi<5hirer 
at  full  lengthy  which  I  put  immediately,  into  one- 
of  my  gloves  to. keep  it  from  being  hurt.  The 
ceremonies  at  my  departure  were  too  many  to- 
tnxuUe. the. reader  with  at  this  time.. 
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I  ftorcd  the  boat  with  the  carcafes  of  an  hun- 
dred oxen,  and  three  hundred  fheep,  with  bread 
and  drink  proportionable,  and  as  much  meat 
ready  drcfled  as  four  hundred  cooks  could  pro- 
vide. I  took  with  me  fix  cows  and  two  bulk 
olive,  with  as  many  ewes  and  rams,  intending  to 
carry  them  into  my  own  country,  and  propagate 
>the  breed.  And  to  feed  them  on  board,  I  had 
a  good  bundle  of  hay,  and  a  bag  of  corn.  I 
would  gladly  have  taken  a  dozen  of  the  natives, 
but  this  was  a  thing  the  Emperor  would  by  no 
means  permit ;  and,  befides  a  diligent  fearch  in- 
to my  pockets,  his  Majefty  engaged  my  honour, 
not  to  carry  away  any  of  his  fubjefts,  although 
with  their  own  confent  and  defire. 

Having  thus  prepared  all  things  as  well  as  I 
was  able,  I  fet  fail  on  the  24th  day  of  September 
1 70 1,  at  fix  in  the  morning ;  and  when  I  had 
gone  about  four  leagues  to  the  northward,  the 
wind  being  at  fouth-eaft,  at  fix  in  the  evening  I 
defcried  a  fmall  ifland  about  half  a  league  to 
the  north-weft.  I  advanced  forward,  and  caft 
■  anchor  on  the  lee-fide  of  the  ifland,  which  feerti- 
ed  to  be  uninhabited.  I  then  took  fome  refrefh- 
xnent,  and  went  to  my  reft.  I  flept  well,  anfl 
as  I  conjcfture  at  leaft  fix  hours,  for  I  found 
the  day  broke  in  two  hours  after  I  awakal.  It 
was  a  clear  night.  I  eat  my  breakfaft  before  the 
fun  was  up  j  and  heaving  anchor,  the  wind  be- 
ing favourable,  I  fteered  the  fame  courfe  that! 
'  ,had  done  the  day  before,  wherein  I  was  dircfte' 
'by  my  pocket-compafs.      My  intention  was  to 

reach. 
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reach,  if  poffible,  one  of  thofe  iflands    which 
I  had  reafon  to  believe  lay  to  the  north-eaft  of 
Van  Diemcn*s  land.     I  difcovered  nothing  all 
that  day  ;  but  upon  the  next,  abom  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  1  had  by  my  computation  made 
twenty-four  leagues   firom   Blefufcu,  I  dcfcried 
a  fail  fleering  to  the  fouth-eaft ;  my  courfe  was 
due  eaft.     I  hailed  her,  but  could  get  no  an- 
fwer;  yet  I  found  I  gained  upon  her,  for  the 
wind  flackened.     I  made  all  the  fail  I  could,  and 
in  half  an  hour  fhe  Ipied  me,  then  hung  out  her 
ancient,  and  difcharged  a  gun.     It  is  not  eafy 
to  cxprcfs  the  joy  I  was  in  upon  the  unexpefted 
hope  of  once  more  feeing  m^  beloved  country^ 
and  the  dear  pledges  I  left  in  it.     The  (hip  flack- 
ened her  fails,  and  I  came  up  with  her  between 
five  and  fix  in  the  evening,  September  26th  ;  but 
my  heart  leapt  within   me  to  fee  her  Englifh 
colours.     I  put  my  cows  and  fheep  into  my  coat- 
pockets,  and   got   on   board   with  all   my   little 
cargo  of  provifions.     The  veflel  was  an  Englift 
merchantman  returning  from  Japan  by  the  North 
and  South-feas  ;  the  captain,   Mr  John    Biddel 
of  Deptford,  a  very  civil  man,  and  an  excellent 
lailor.     We  were  now  in  the  latitude  of  3o~dc-' 
grecs  fouth,  there  were  about  fifty  men  in  the 
ihip  5  and  here  I  met  an  old  comrade  of  mine, 
one  Peter  Williams,  who  gave  me  a  good  cha- 
racter to  the  captain.     This  gentleman   treated 
me  with  kindnefs,  and  defired  I  would  let  hisa 
know  what  place  I  came  from  laft,  and  whither 
I  was  bound  ;  which  I  did  in  few  words,  WtV^ 
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thought  I  was  raving,  and  that  the  dangers  I  had 
underwent  had  difturbcd  my  head  j  whereupon 
I  took  my  black  cattle  and  fheep  out  of  my 
pocket,  which,  after  great  aftoniihmcnt,  clearly 
convinced  him  of  my  veracity.  I  then  fliewcd 
him  the  gold  given  me  by  the  Emperor  of  BIc» 
fiifcu,  together  ^ith  his  Majefty's  pifture  at  full 
length,  and  fome  other  rarities  of  that  country. 
I  gave  him  two  purfes  of  two  hundred  fprugs 
each ;  and  promifed,  when  we  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, to  make  him  a  prefent  of  a  cow  and  a 
fheep  big  with  young. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  a  particular 
account  of  this  voyage,  which  was  very  profpe^ 
rous  for  the  moft  part.  We  arrived  in  the 
Downs  on  the  13th  of  April  1 702..  I  had  only 
one  misfortune,  that  the  rats  on  board  carried 
away  one  of  my  fheep  :  I  found  her  bones  in 
a  hole,  picked  clean  from  the  flefh..  The  refl: 
of  my  cattle  I  got  fafe  a-fhore,  and  fent  them  a* 
grazing  in  a  bowling-green  at  Greenwich,,  where- 
the  finenefs  of  the  grafs  made  them  feed  very 
heartily,  though  I  had  always  feared  the  cons- 
trary;  neither  could.  I  poflibly  have  preferved 
them  in  fo  long  a  voyage,  'if  the  captain  had  not 
allowed  me  fome  of  his  bed  bilket,  which,  rub- 
bed to  powder,  and  mingled  with  water,  was 
their  conftant  food.  The  fhort  time  I  continued 
'm  England,  I  made  a  confiderable.  profit,  by 
Ihewing  my  cattle  to  many  perfons  of  quality^ 
and  others  :  And  before  I  began  my  fecond' 
W)yage,  1  fold  them  for  fix  hundred  pound*.. 

Since:: 
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Jince  my  laft  return,  I  find  the  breed  is  confidera- 
jly  increafed  ;  efpecially  the  fheep,  which  I  hope 
vill  prove  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  woollen 
nanufadhire,  by  the  finenefs  of  the  fleeces. 

I  ftayed  but  two  months  with  my  wife  aad 
amily  j  for  my  infatiable  defire  of  feeing  foreign 
ountries  would  fuffer  me  to  continue  no  longer. 
\  left  fifteen  hundred  pounds  with  my  wife,  and 
ixed  her  in  a  good  houfe  at  RedrifF.  My  re- 
naioing  ftock  I  carried  with  me,  part  in  money 
iDd  part  in  goods,  in  hopes  to  impi'ove  my  for- 
ttne.  My  eldeft  uncle  John  had  left  me  an 
ftate  in  land,  near  Ep[>tng,  of  about  thv'ty 
>ounds  a-year ;  and  I  had  a  lOng  leafe  of  the 
Uack-Bull  in  Fetter^Lane,  which  yielded  me  as 
nuch  more  :  So  that  I  was  not  in  any  danger  of 
eaving  my  family  upon  the  parifh.  My  fon 
fohnny,  named  fo  after  his  uncle,  was  at  the 
rrammar-fchool,  and  a  towardly  child.  My 
laughter  Betty,  (who  is  now  well  married,  and 
las  children)  was  then  at  her  needle-work.  I 
ook  leave  of  my  wife,  and  boy  and  girl,  with 
:ears  on  both  fides,  and  went  on.board  the  Ad- 
venture, a  mcrchant-fhip  of  300  tons,  bound  for 
Jurat,  Capt.  John  Nicholas  of  Liverpool  com.v 
nander^  But  my  account  of  this  voyage  muft 
)C  referred  to  the  fecond  part  of  my  travels. 
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PART        IL 
A  VOYAGE  TO   BROBDINGNAG. 


CHAP.        I, 

A  great  Jlorm  defcrihed ;  the  long-hoat  fent  to  fetch 
water ;  the  author  goes  with  it  to  difcover  the 
country.  He  is  left  on  fhore^  is  feized  by  OM  (f 
"  the  natives^  and  carried  to  a  farmer^  s  houfe.  His 
reception^  nvith  feveral  accidents  that  happend 
there.     A  defcription  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  TAVING  been  condemned  by  nature  and 
Xn  fortune  to  an  active  and  reftlefs  life,  in 
two  months  after  my  return  I  again  left  my  na- 
tive country,  and  took  (hipping  in  the  Downs 
on  the  20th  day  of  June  1 702,  in  the  Adven- 
ture, Capt.  John  Nicholas,  a  Cornifh  man,  com- 
mander, bound  for  Surat.  We  had  a  .very  pro- 
.Vr,fperous  gale  till  we  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
•  Hope,  where  we  landed  for  frefh  water  :  But  dif- 
covering  a  leak,  we  un (hipped  our  goods,  and 
wintered  there  ;  for,  the  Captain  falling  fick  of 
an  ague,  we  could  not  leave  the  Cape  till  the 
end  of  March.  We  then  fet  fail,  and  had  a  good 
▼oyage  till  we  pafled  the  Streights  of  Madagaf- 
car  5  but  having  got  northward  of  that  ifland, 

and 
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and   to  about  five  degrees   fouth  latitude,    the 

VJUi^Sy  which  in  thofe  feas  are  obferved  to  bk>w 

li^enfl;ant  equal  gale  bctweea  tbe-nortb  and  weft^ 

rom  the  beginning  of  December „p  the  begin^i 
ling  of  May,  on  the  iptti  of  April  begata  to  bloW 
inth  ii\uck  .gr/^t;9r  violence,  and  morc^  wefterli 
han  ufual,  continuing  la.fc^  twenty  days  tof 
{ether;  during  which' time,  we"\rcre  driven  4 
ittle  to  tlii*  eaft' ^f  the  Molucca  iflands,  ani 
ibout  three  degrees  northward  of  the  line,  ai 
)ur  ca^ain  found  by  an  obfervation  he  took  the 
zd  of  ^tj^  at  wifckJh  time  the  wind  ceafed,  and 

;  t  was  a  j^rfeft  calm,  whereat  I  was  not  a  littfe 
rejoice<^  Biit  he,  being  a  man  well  experienced 
in  y^  jQjLvigation  of  thofe  feas,  bid  us  all  pr^ 
)are  lBn||ft  a  ftorm,  which  accordingly  happeiv- 
c4r  d»e%ia^following ;  for  a  fouthern  wind,  caf- 
l54,f|3^ffeu^ern  Wi?>i/&i?«,  began  to  fet  in.  { 

Findinff  ^'  was  like  to  overBlow,  we  took  si 
our  fpritUn,  and  ftood  by  to  hand  the  fore-faifi; 
but,  dialling  foul  weather,  we  looked  the  guiiS 
wetiytt'Xall,  and  handled  the  miflen.  The  flii  -^ 
lay  T^&y  broad  off;  fo  wc  thought  it  better  fpooi  - 
ing  before  the  fea,  than  trying  or  hulling.  A\  ie 
reeft  the  fore-fail  and  fet  him,  and  bawled  a  t 
the  fore-flieet ;  the  helm  was  hard  a  weather. 
jThe  fliip  wore  bravely.  We  belayed  the  forf- 
1  down-hall ;  but  the  fail  was  fplit,  and  we  hawled 
Idown  the  yard,  and  got  the  fail  into  the   fliip, 

.  Land  ^unbound  all  the  iliijQgs.clcaiUi£.it. .  It  was 
a  vej'v  fierce  ftorm  ;  the  fea  broke  firange  and 
dangerous.     We  hawled  off  upon  the  lanniard 
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of  the  whip-flaff|  and  helped  the  man  at  the 
helm.  We  would  not  get  down  our  top-mail, 
but  let  all  ftand,  becaufe  fhe  fcudded  before  the 
fea  very  well ;  and  we  knew,  that,  the  top-maft 
[  being  aloft,  the  fhip  was  the  wholcfomer,  and 
made  better  way  through  the  fea,  feeing  we  had 
fea-room.  When  the  ftorm  was  over,  we  fet 
fore-fail  and  main-fail,  and  brought  the  fhip  to. 
Then  we  fct  the  miflen,  niain-top-fail,  and  the 
fore-top-fail.  Our  courfc  was  eajl^north^afty  the 
wind  was  at  fQuth^nveJl,  We  got  the  ftar-board 
tacks  aboard  ;  we  cail  ofF  our  weather-braces  and 
lifts;  we  fct  in  the  lee-braces,  and  hawled  for- 
ward by  the  weather-bowlings,  and  hawled  them 
tig!  it,  and  belayed  them,  and  hawled  over  the 
miflen-tack  to  windward,  and  kept  her  full  and 
by  as  near  as  fhe  would  lie. 

During  this  ftorm,  which  was  followed  by  a 
ftrong  wind  iveft-fouih-ivefl^  we  were  carried,  by 
my  computation,  about  iive  hundred  leagues  to 
the  enjl ;  fo  that  the  oldeft  failor  on  board  could 
not  tell  in  what  part  of  the  world  we  were.  Our 
provifions  held  out  well,  our  fliip  was  ftaunch, 
and  our  crew  all  in  good  health  ;  but  we  lay  in 
the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  water.  We  thought  it 
beft  to  hold  on  the  fame  courfe,  rather  than 
turn  more  northerly,  which  might  have  brought 
us  to  the  north'WcJ}  parts  of  Great  Tartary,  and 
into  the  frozen  fea. 

On  the  1 6th  day  of  June,  1703,  a  boy  on 
the  top-maft  difcovercd  land.  On  the  17th,  wc 
came  in  full  view  of  a  great  ifland  or  continent 

(for 
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(for  we  knew  not  whether)  on  the  fouth-fide 
whereof  was  a  fmall  neck  of  land  jutting  out  into 
the  fea,  and  a  crc^k  too  (hallow  to  hold  a  fhip  of 
above  one  hundred  tons.     We  caft  anchor  within 
a  league  of  this  creek,  and  our  captain  fent  a 
dozen  of  his  men  well  armed  in  the  long-boat^ 
with  vcflels  for  water,  if  any  could  be  found.     I 
deiired  his  leave  to  go  with  them,  that  I  might 
fee   the  country,    and  make  what  difcoveries  I 
could*     When  we  came  to  land,  we  faw  no  river 
or   fpring,  nor  any  fign  of  inhabitants.      Our 
men  therefore  wandered  on  the  fhore  to  find  out 
fome  frefh  water  near   the  fea,   and   I  walked 
alone  about  a  mile  on  the  other  fide,  where  I 
obferved   the  country  all  barren  and  rocky.     I 
now  began  to  be  weary,  and  feeing  nothing  to 
entertain  my  curiofity,  I  returned  gently  down 
towards  the  creek  ;  and  the  fea  being  full  in  my 
view,  I  faw  our  men  already  got  into  the  boat, 
and  rowing  for  life  to  the  ihip.     I  was  going 
to  hollow,  after  them,  although  it  had  been  to 
little  purpofe,  when  I  obferved  a  huge  creature 
walking  after  them  in  the  fea,  as  faft  as  he  could ; 
he  waded  not  much  deeper  than  his  knees,  and 
took  prodigious  ftrides :  But  our  men  had  the 
ftart  of  him  half  a  league ;  and  the  fea  there- 
abouts being  full  of  (harp-pointed  rocks,    the 
monfter  was  not  able  to  overtake  the  boat.     This 
I  was  afterwards  told,  for  I  durft  not  ftay  to 
fee  the  yiue  of  the  adventure  ;  but  ran  as  faft 
as  I  could  the  way  I  firft  went,  and  then  climbed 
up  a  fteep  hill,  which  gave  me  fome  profpeft  of 
-VoL.V.  K  '        i\x^ 
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the  country.  I  found  it  fully  cultivated  ;  but 
that  which  firft  furprifed  me  was  the  length  of 
the  grafs,  which,  in  thofe  grounds  that  feemed 
to  be  kept  for  hay,  was  about  twenty  feet  high. 

I  fell  into  a  high  road,  for  fo  I  took  it  to  be, 
though  it  ferved  to  the  inhabitants  only  as  a 
foot-path  through  a  field  of  barley.  Here  I 
walked  on  for  fome  time,  but  could  fee  fo  little 
on  either  fide,  it  being  now  near  harveft,  and 
the  corn  rifing  at  leaft  forty  feet,  I  was  an  hour 
walking  to  the  end  of  this  field,  which  was  fen- 
ced in  with  a  hedge  of  at  leafl  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  high,  and  the  trees  £0  lofty  that  I 
could  make  no  computation  of  their  althude* 
There  was  a  ftile  to  pafs  from  this  field  into  the 
next.  It  had  four  fteps,  and  a  ftone  to  crofs 
over  when  you  came  to  the  uppermoft.  It  was 
impoffible  for  me  to  climb  this  ftile,  becaufe  every 
ftep  was  fix  feet  high,  and  the  upper  ftone  above 
twenty.  I  was  endeavouring  to  find  Tome  gap 
in  the  hedge,  when  I  difcovered  one  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  next  field  advancing  towaixis  the 
ftile,  of  the  fame  fize  with  him  whom  I  faw  in 
the  Tea  purfuing  our  boat.  He  appeared  as  tail 
as  an  ordinary  fpire-fteeple,  and  took  about  ten 
yards  at  every  ftride,  as  near  as  I  could  gue(s. 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  fear  and  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  ran  to  hide  myfelf  in  the  corn,  from 
whence  I  faw  him  at  the  top  of  the  ftile  looking 
back  into  the  next  field  on  the  right  hand,  and 
heard  him  call  in  a  voice  many  degrees  louder 
•than  a  fpeaking  trumpet  j  but  the  noife  was  lb 

high 
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high  in  the  air,  that  at  firft  I  certainly  thought 
it  was  thunder.  Whereupon  feven  monfters, 
like  himfelf,  came  towards  him  with  reaping 
hooks  in  their  hands,  eack  hook  about  the  large- 
neft  of  fix  fcythes.  Thefe  people  were  not  fo 
well  clad  as  the  firft,  whofe  fervants  or  labour- 
rers  they  feemed  to  be :  For,  upon  fome  words 
he  fpoke,  they  went  to  reap  the  cora  m  the 
field  where  I  lay.  I  kept  from  them  at  as  great 
a  diftance  as  I  could,  but  was  forced  to  move 
with  extreme  difficulty,  for  the  fl:alks  of  the 
corn  were  fometimes  not  above  a  foot  diftant, 
fo  that  I  could  hardly  fqueeze  my  body  be- 
tyrixt  them.  However  I  made  a  fhift  to  go 
forward,  till  I  came  to  a  part  of  the  field  where 
the  cora  had  been  laid  by  the  rain  and  wind. 
Here  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  advance  a- 
ftep ;  for  the  ftalks  were  fo  interwoven,  that  I 
could  not  creep  through,  and  the  beards  of  the 
fallen  cars  fo  ftrong  and  pointed,  that  they 
pierced  through  my  eloaths  into  my  fleili.  At 
the  fame  time  I  heard  the  reapers  not  above  an 
hundred  yards  behind  me.  Being  quite  difpirited 
with  toil,  and  wholly  overcome  by  grief  and  def- 
pair,  I  Jay  down  between  two  ridges,  and  heartily 
wifhed  I  might  there  end  my  days.  I  bemoaned 
my  defolate  widow,  and  fatherlefs  children.  I 
lamented  my  own  folly  and  wilfulnefs,  in  attempt- 
ing a  fecond  voyage  againft  the  advice  of  all  my 
friends  and  relations.  In  this  terrible  agitation 
of  mind,  I  could  not  forbear  thinking  of  Lilliput, 
whofe  inhabitants  looked  upon  me  as  the  greateft 
K  2  Y^^iHv^ 
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prodigy  ih:it  ever  appeared  in  the  world  :  WI 
I  was  able  to  draw  an  imperial  fleet  in  my  h: 
and  perform  thofe  other  actions  which  wil! 
recorded  for  ever  in  the  chronicles  of  that 
pire,  while  pofterity  (hall  hardly  believe  th 
although  attefted  by  millions.  I  reflected  % 
a  mortification  it  muft  prove  to  me,  to  appea 
inconfiderable  in  this  nation,  as  one  fingle  I 
putian  would  be  among  us.  But  this  I  conce 
was  to  be  the  leaft  of  my  misfortunes :  For 
human  creatures  are  obferved  to  be  more  fai 
and  cruel  in  proportion  to  their  bulk,  v 
could  I  expeA  but  to  be  a  morfel  in  the  mc 
of  the  firft  among  thefe  enormous  barbari 
that  fliould  happen  to  feize  me  ?  Undoubti 
philofophers  are  in  the  riglit  when  they  tell 
that  nothing  is  great  or  little  otherwife  than 
comparifon.  It  might  have  pleafed  fortune 
have  let  the  Lilliputians  find  fome  nation,  wl 
the  people  were  as  diminutive  with  refpeft 
them,  as  they  were  to  me.  And  who  km 
but  that  even  this  prodigious  race  of  mor 
might  be  equally  overmatched  in  fome  diftant  ] 
of  the  world,  whereof  we  have  yet  no  difcovc 
Scared  and  confounded  as  I  was,  I  could  : 
forbear  going  on  with  thefe  refie£Uons,  when  i 
of  tlie  reapers,  approaching  within  ten  yards 
the  ridge  where  I  lay,  made  me  apprehend  t 
with  the  next  Aep  I  (hould  be  fquafhed  to  de 
under  his  foot,  or  cut  in  twp  with  his  reapi: 
hook.  And  therefore,  when  he  was  again  abi 
to  move,  I  fcreamed  as  loud  as  fear  could  ms 
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me.  Whereupon  the  huge  civAturc  troJe  fliort, 
and,  looking  round  about  under  him  for  fomc 
time,  at  laft  elpicd  me  as  I  lay  on  the  ground. 
He  confidered  a  while  with  the  caution  of  one 
•who  endeavours  to  lay  hold  on  a  fmall  dangerous 
animal,  in  fucli  a  manner  that  it  Ihall  not  be  a'jle 
either  to  fcratcli  or  to  bite  him,  as  I  myfelf  have 
fometimcs  done  with  a  weafel  in  England.  At 
length  he  ventured  to  take  me  up  behind  by  the 
middle  between  his  fore-finger  and  thumb,  and 
brought  me  within  three  yards  of  his  eyes,  that 
he  might  behold  my  fliLipe  more  perfeiSlly-  I 
guefled  his  meaning,  and  my  good  fortune  gave 
me  fo  much  prefence  of  mind,  that  I  refolvcd 
not  to  ftruggle  in  the  lead,  as  he  held  me  in  the 
air  above  fixty  feet  from  the  ground,  although  he 
gi-ievoufly  pinched  my  lldes,  for  fear  I  Ihould  flip 
through  his  fingers.  All  I  ventured  was  to  rails 
mine  eyes  towards  the  fun,  and  place  my  hands 
together  in  a  fupplicating  pofturc,  and  to  fpeak 
fome  words  in  an  humble  melancholy  tone,  fuit- 
able  to  the  condition  I  then  was  in.  For  I  ap- 
prehended every  moment  that  he  would  dafli  mc 
againft  the  ground,  as  we  ufually  do  any  little 
hateful  animal,  which  we  have  a  mind  to  de- 
ftroy  *.  But  my  good  ftar  would  have  it,  that 
K  3  he 

•  Our  inattention  to  the  felicity  of  fcnfitiVe  btinf g,  merclj' 
becaufe  they  are  fmall,  is  here  forcibly  reproved  :  Many  have 
wantonly  cruflicd  an  infc<fl,  who  would  fliuddcr  at  cutting  the 
throat  of  a  dog  ;  but  it  Ihould  always  be  remembered,  that  Uic 
leaft  of  thclc 

In  mortcl/ff.rcfice  feth  s  p.ir.g  as  greet 
^j  \rl\  v;  a  g!,i.  it  dies,  YlaviV.t t. 
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he  appeared  pleafcd  with  my  yoke  and  geftures< . 
and  began  to  look  upon  me  as  a  curioilty^  much 


vrondering    to    heai^ 
words,  although  he 


me  pronounce  anicxikw 
could  not  underftand  tltemp 
In  the  mean  time  I  ^'a%  not  able  to  forbear  groao* 
ingaad'fheddmgtearij  and  turning  my  bend  to- 
wards my  fides ;  letting  him  know,  as  wrU  m  t^ 
could,  how  cruelly  I  \V2S  hurt  by  tlic  prefTbre  of 
his  thumb  and  finger.  He  fee^ied  to  iipprchenii 
my  meaning  I  for,  liftiag  up  the  lappet  of  his 
coat,  he  put  me  gefidy  into  it,  and  immedtitcly  , 
ran  along  with  me  ta  his  matter ^  wiiQ  was  a  fub^ 
ftandat  fimner,  and  the  Tcune  pcHbn  I  bad  firft 
fcen  in  the  field. 

The  fiurmer  having  (as  I  fuppofe  by  their  talk] 
received  luch  an  account  of  me  r&  iiis  fcfi?i 
could  give  him,  todi  a  piece  of  a  foiall  flra\^, 
walking-ftaff,  and   therein! 
of  my  coat ;  which  it  fi^mi; 


bout  the  fize  of  a 

lifted  up  the  lappets 

he  thought  to  be  fonne  kind  of  covei-mg  th^t  'nj^l 

turc  had  given  me. 

take  a  better  view 


lie  blew  my  hairs  afitle,  10 
of  my  face.  He  called  his 
hinds  about  him,  and  afked  them  (as  I  afterwardt 
learned)  whether  they  had  ever  fcen  in  die  fields 
any  little  creature  that  refcmbled  me  :  He  then 
placed  me  foftly  on  the  ground  upon  ^1  fouri 
but  I  got  immediately  up,  and  walked  flowly 
backwards  and  forwards » to  let  thofe  people  fee  I 
had  no  intent  to  nii^  away*  They  all  fat  doievn 
in  a  circle  about  me,  the  better  to  obfci^ve  tny  mo- 
tions. I  pulled  off  my  hat,  and  made  alow  bo  ^v 
towards  the  farmer.     I  fell  on  my  knees,  and 

lifted 
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lifted  up  my  hands  and  eyes,  and  fpoke  feveral 
words  as  loud  as  I  could :  I  took  a  purfe  of 
gold  out  of  my  pocket,  and  humbly  prefented  it 
to  him.  He  received  it  on  the  palm  of  his  hand^ 
then  applied  it  clofe  to  his  eye  to  fee  what  it  was^ 
and  afterwards  turned  it  fereral  times  with  the 
point  of  a  pin  (which  he  took  out  of  his  fleeve) 
but  could  make  nothing  of  it.  Whereupon  I 
made  a  fign,  that  he  (hould  place  his  hand  on  the 
ground*  I  then  took  the  purie,  and  opening  it, 
poured  all  the  gold  into  his  palm.  There  wer6 
fix  Spanifh  pieces  of  four  piiloles  each^  befides 
twenty  or  thirty  fmaller  coins.  I  faw  him  wet  the 
tip  of  his  little  finger  upon  his  tongue,  and  take 
up  one  of  my  largeft  pieces,  and  then  another  ^ 
but  he  feemcd  to  be  wholly  ignorant  what  they 
were.  He  made  me  a  fign  to  put  them  again  in* 
to  my  purfe,  and  the  purfe  again  into  my  pocket, 
which,  after  ofiering  it  to  him  for  feveral  times, 
I  thought  it  beft  to  do. 

The  firmer  by  this  time  was  convinced  I  mud: 
be  a  rational  creature.  He  fpoke  often  to  me, 
but  the  found  of  his  voice  pierced  my  ears  like 
that  of  a  water-mill,  yet  his  words  were  articulate 
enough*  I  anfwered  as  loud  as  I  could  in  feveral 
languages,  and  he  often  laid  his  ear  within  tw6 
yards  of  me ;  but  all  in  vain,  for  we  were  wholly 
vnintelligible  to  each  other.  He  then  fent  his 
iervants  to  their  work,  and,  taking  his  handkei*'- 
chief  out  of  his  pocket,  he  doubled  and  fpread 
it  on  his  left  hand,  which  he  placed  flat  on  the 
ground  ynxh  the  palm  upwards^  making  me  a  figa 
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to  ftcp  into  it,  as  I  could  eafily  do,  for  it  was  not 
above  a  foot  in  thickaefs.  I  thought  it  my  part 
to  obey,  and,  for  fear  of  falling,  Udd  myfelf  at 
fiill  length  upon  the  handkerchief,  with  the  re- 
mainder of  which  he  lapped  me  up  to  the  head 
for  farther  fecurity,  and  in  this  manner  carried 
me  home  to  his  houfe.  There  he  called  his  wife, 
and  (hewed  me  to  her  ;  but  flie  {creamed  and  ran 
back,  as  women  in  England  do  at  the  fight  of  a 
toad  or  a  fpider.  However,  while  .  (he  had  a 
while  fecn  my  behaviour,  and  how  well  I  obferv- 
cd  the  figns  her  hufband  made,  Ihe  was  foon  re- 
conciled, and  by  degrees  grew  extremely  tender 
of  me^ 

It  was  about  twelve  at  noon,  and  a  fervant 
brought  in  dinner.  It  was  only  one  fubftantial  difli 
of  meat  (jSt  for  the  plain  condition  of  an  hufband- 
man)  in-  a  difh  of  about  four  and  twenty  feet 
diameter.  The  company  were  the  farmer  and  his 
wife,  three  children,  and  an  old  grandmother  ; 
When  they  were  fat  down,  the  farmer  placed  mc 
at  fome  diftance  from  him  on  the  table,  which 
was  thirty  feet  high  from  the  floor.  I  was  in  s 
terrible  &ight,  and  kept  as  far  as  I  could  fron 
the  edge  for  fear  of  falling.  The  wife  minced  a 
bit  of  meat,  then  crumbled  fome  bread  on  s 
trencher,  and  placed  it  before  me.  I  made  her  a 
low  bqw,  took  out  my  knife  and  fork^  and  fell  tc 
eat,  which  gave  them  exceeding  delight.  Th< 
miftrefs  fent  her  maid  for  a  fmall  dram-cup. 
which  held  about  two  gallons,  and  filled  it  wit! 
drmk  y  I  took  up  the  vefiel  with  much  difficult] 

ir 
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both  hands,   and  in  a  moft  refpeftful  manner 
nk   to  her  Ladyfhip's  heahh,  expreffing  the 
rds  as  loud  as  I  could  in  Englifh,  which  made 
c  company  laugh  fo  heartily,  that  I  was  almoft 
tdeafened  with  the  noife.     This  liquor  tafted  like 
A  fmall  cyder^  and  was  not  unpleafant.     Then  the 
xnader  made  me  a  fign  to  come  to  his  trencher* 
fide  ;  but  as  I  walked  on  the  table,  being  in  great 
furprize  all  the  time,  as  the  indulgent  reader  will 
eafily  conceive  and  excufe,  I  happened  to  ftum-^ 
ble  againft  a  cruft,  and  fell  flat  on  my  face,  but 
received  no  hurt.     I  got  up  immediately,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  good  people  to  be  in  much  concern^ 
I  took  my  hat  (which  I  held  under  my  arm  out 
of  good  manners)  and,  waving  it  over  my  head^ 
made  three  huzzas,  to  fhew   I  had  got  no  mi£- 
\  chief  by  my  fall.     But  advancing  forwards    to* 
Wards  my  mafter  (as  I  fhall  henceforth  call  him) 
hU  youngeft  fon  who  fat  next  him,  an  arch  boy  of 
•bout  ten  years  old,  took  me  up  by  the  legs,  and 
kdd  me  fq  high  in  the  air,  that  1  trembled  every 
limb  5  but  his  fother  fnatched  me  from  him,  and 
it  the  fame  time  gave  him  fuch  a  box  on  the  left 
eir,  as  would  have  felled  an  European  troop  of 
korfe  to  the  earth,  ordering   him  to  -be  taken 
6om  the  table  :    But  being  afraid  the  boy  might 
Owe  me  a  fpight,    and  well  remembering  how 
ittifchievous  all  children  among  us  naturally  arc 
to  fparrows,  rabbits,  young  kittens,  and  puppy- 
dogs,  1  fell  on  my  knees,  and,  pointing  to  the 
boy,  made  my  mafter  to  underftand,  as  well  as  I 
could,  that  I  defired  his  fon  might  be  pardoned. 
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'Hie  fathe;r  complied,  and  the  lad  took  his  feat 
again  ;  whereupon  I  went  to  him  and  kifled  lui 
hand,  which  my  niaftcr  took,  and  made  him 
ftroak  mc  gently  with  it. 

In  the  niidft  of  dinner,  my  miftrefs*s  favourite 
cat  leapt  into  her  lap.     I  heard  a  noife   behind 
me  like  that  of  a  dozen  flocking-weavers  at  work ; 
and,  turning  my  head,  I  found  it  proceeded  from 
the  purring  of  that  animal,  who  feemed  to  be 
three  times  larger  than  an  ox,  as  I  computed  bf 
the  view  of  her  head^  and  one  of  her  paws,  while 
her  miArcfs  was  feeding  and  ftroaking  her.     The 
ficrcenefs  of  this  creature's  countenance  altogether 
difcompofed  me  5  though  I  ftood  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  table,  above  fifty  feet  off;  and  altho' 
my  miftrefs  held  her  faft,  for  fear  (he  might  give 
a  fpring,  and  fcize  me  in  her  talons.     But  it  hap- 
pened there  was  no  danger ;  for  the  cat  took  not 
the  leaft  notice  of  me,  when  my  mafter  placed 
me  witliin  three  yards  of  her.     And  as  I  have 
been  always  told,  and  found  true  by  experience 
in  my  travels,  that  flying  or  difcovering  fear  be- 
fore a  fierce  animal  is  a  certain  way  to  make  it 
purfue  or  attack  you,  fo  I  refolved  in  this  dan- 
gerous jun<n:ure  to  fliew  no  manner  of  concern. 
I  walked  with  intrepidity  five  or  fix  times  before 
the  vei7  head  of  the  cat,  and  came  within  half  a 
yard  of  her  ;  whereupon  flie  drew  herfelf  back, 
as  if  flie  were  more  afraid  of  me  :  I  had  lefs  ap- 
prehenfion  concerning  the  dogs,  whereof  three 
or  four  came  into  the  room,  as  it  is  ufual  in  far- 
mers houfes  \  one  of  which  was  a  maftif  equal  in 
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ilk  to  four  elephants,  and  a  greyhound  fome- 
hat  taller  than  the  maftiff,  but  not  fo  large. 
When  dinner  was  almoft  done,  the  nurfe  came 
with  a  child  of  a  year  old  in  her  arms,  who 
imediately  fpied  me,  and  began  a  fquall,  that 
)u  might  have  heard  from  London-bridge  to 
helTea,  after  the  ufual  oratory  of  infants,  to  get 
e  for  a  play-thing.  The  mother  out  of  pure 
dulgence  took  me  up,  and  put  me  towards  the 
lild,  who  prefently  feized  me  by  the  middle,  and 
)t  my  head  into  his  mouth,  where  I  roared  fo 
*ud  that  the  urchin  was  frighted,  and  let  mc 
pop,  and  I  ihould  infallibly  have  broke  my  neck, 
the  mother  had  not  held  her  apron  under  me. 
"he  nurfe,  to  quiet  her  babe,  madeufe  of  a  rattle, 
hicli  was  a  kind  of  hollow  veflel  filled  with  great 
ones,  and  faftened  by  a  cable  to  the  child's 
aift :  But  all  in  vain,  fo  that  flie  was  forced  to 
>ply  the  laft  remedy  by  giving  it  fuck.  I  muft 
>nfefs  no  objeft  ever  difgufted  me  fo  much  as 
ic  fight  of  her  monftrous  bread,  which  I  cannot 
jU  what  to  compare  with,  fo  as  to  give  the  cu- 
ons  reader  an  idea  of  its  bulk,  fhape,  and  co- 
nxr.  It  flood  prominent  fix  feet,  and  could 
ot  be  lefs  than  fixteen  in  circumference.  The 
ipple  was  about  half  the  bignefs  of  my  head, 
ail  the  hue  both  of  that  and  the  dug  fo  varified 
ith  fpots,  pimples,  and  freckles,  that  nothing 
3uld  appear  more  naufeous  :  For  I  had  a  near 
ght  of  her,  fhe  fitting  down  the  more  conveni- 
atly  to  give  fuck,  and  I  {landing  on  the  table. 
Txis  made  me  refleft  upon  the  fair  Ikins  of  our 
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Englifli  ladies,  who  appear  fo  beautiful  to  us,  on- 1 
ly  bccaufc  they  are  of  our  own  fize,  and  their  d^  * 
{cQs  not  to  be  fccn  but  through  a  magKufyiDg* 
glafs,  where  we.  find  by  experiment,   that  tk 
finuotheft    and   whiteft  fkins   look   rough  vA 
coarfc,  and  ill-coloured. 

I  remember,  when  I  was  at  Liiliput«  the  com- 
plexions of  thofe  diminutive  people  appeared  t9 
mc  the  faireft  in  the  world  ;   and  talking  upoi^ 
this  fubjcA  with  a  perfon  of  learning  there,  irtu) 
was  an  ultimate  friend  of  mine,  he  faid  that  mf 
face  apiKored  much  fdrer  and  fmoother  when  he 
looked  on  me  from  the  ground,  than  it  did  upoa 
a  ncaixr  view  when  I  took  him  up  in  my  hand 
and  brought  him  clofe,  which  he  confefied  wk 
at  iirU  a  very  ihocking  fight.     He  faid  he  could 
Uiii'ovcr  great  holes  in  my  fkin  ;  that  the  flumps 
of  my  l)card  were  ten  times  ftronger  than  the 
bridles  of  u  boar,  and  my  complexion  made  up 
of  Icvcral  colours  altogether  difagreeablc  :   Al- 
though I  mud  beg  leave  to  fay  for  myfelf,  that  I 
urn  lu  fair  as  mofl  of  my  fex  and  country,  and 
very  little  fun-burnt  by  all  my  travels.     On  the 
othvT  iiilc,  difcourling  of  the  ladies  in  that  Em- 
jM!ror*s  court,  he  ufed  to  tell  me,  one  had  freckks, 
unoihcr  too  wide  a  mouth,   a  third  too  large  a 
jiofo,   nothing  of  which  I  was  able  to  diftinguifb. 
I   confcis   this  rclleftion  was   obvious  enough.; 
vrhith  Jujwcvcr  1  could  not  forbear,  left  the  reader 
niiiiht  think  thofe  vaft  creatures  were  a£lually  de- 
formed :  For  I  muft  do  them  juftice  to  fay,   they 
^re  a  comely  race  of  people  5  and  particularly  the 
^  ieatures 
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ficatures  of  my  matter's  countenance ;  although 
he  were  but  a  farmer,  when  I  beheld  him  from 
the  height  of  fixty  feet,  appeared  very  well  pro- 
portioned. 

When  dinner  was  done,  my  matter  went  out 
to  his  labourei-s,  and,  as  I  could  difcover  by  his 
voice  and  getture,  gave  his  wife  a  ttrift  charge  to 
take  care  of  me.  I  was  very  much  tired,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  fleep,  which  my  mittrefs  perceiving,  flic 
put  me  on  her  own  bed,  and  covered  me  with  a 
clean  white  handkerchief,  but  larger  and  coarier 
than  the  main-fail  of  a  man  of  war. 

I  ttept  about  two  hours,  and  dreamed  I  was 
at  home  with  my  wife  and  children,  which  aggra- 
vated my  forrows  when  I  awaked,  and  found 
myfelf  alone  in  a  vatt  room,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  feet  wide,  and  above  two  hun- 
dred high,  lying  in  a  bed  twenty  yards  wide. 
My  mittrefs  was  gone  about  her  houfliold 
afl^irs,  and  had  locked  me  in.  The  bed  was  eight 
yards  from  the  floor.  Some  natural  neceflities 
required  me  to  get  down ;  I  durft  not  prefume 
to  call,  and,  if  I  had,  it  would  have  been  in  vain 
^th  fuch  a  voice  as  mine,  at  fo  great  a  dittance 
as  fi"om  the  room  where  I  lay,  to  the  kitchen 
where  the  family  kept.  While  I  was  under  thefe 
drcumftances,  two  rats  crept  up  the  curtains, 
and  ran  fmelling  backwards  and  forwards  on  the 
bed.  One  of  them  came  up  almott  to  my  face, 
whereupon  I  rofe  in  a  fright,  and  drew  out  my 
hanger  to  defend  myfelf.  Thefe  horrible  animals 
had  the  boldnefs  to  attack  me  on  both  (iOLeS)  ^ti^ 
Vol.  V.  L  otv^ 
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one  of  them  held  his  fore-feet  at  my  collar ;  but 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  rip  up  his  belly,  be- 
fore he  could  do  me  any  mifchief.  He  fell  down 
at  my  feet,  and  the  other  feeing  the  fate  of  his 
comrade  made  his  efcape,  but  not  without  one 
good  wound  on  the  back,  which  I  gave  him  as  he 
fled,  and  made  the  blood  run  trickling  from  him. 
After  this  exploit  I  walked  gently  to  and  fro  on 
the  bed  to  recover  my  breath,  and  lofs  of  fpirits. 
Thcfc  creatures  were  of  the  fize  of  a  large  mat 
tiflF,  but  infinitely  more  nimble  and  fierce  ;  fo 
that,  if  I  had  taken  off  my  belt  before  I  went 
to  fleep,  I  muft  have  infallibly  been  torn  to 
pieces  and  devoured.  I  meafuredthe  tail  of  the 
dead  rat,  and  found  it  to  be  two  yards  long^ 
wanting  an  inch  ;  but  it  went  againft  my  fiomach 
to  drag  the  carcafe  off  the  bed,  where  it  lay  ftill 
bleeding-.  I  obferved  it  had  yet  fome  life,  but, 
with  a  flrong  flafh  crofs  tlie  neck,  I  thoroughly 
difpatchcd  it. 

Soon  after,  my  miftrefs  came  into  the  room, 
who  feeing  me  all  bloody,  ran  and  took  me  up  in 
her  hand.  I  pointed  to  the  dead  rat,  fmiling  and 
making  other,  figns  to  fhew  I  was  not  hurt, 
whereat  (he  was  extremely  rejoiced,  calling  the 
maid  to  take  up  the  dead  rat  with  a  pair  of  tongs, 
and  throw  it  out  of  the  window.  Then  flie  fct 
me  on  a  table,  where  I  fhewed  her  my  hanger 
all  bloody,  and,  wiping  it  on  the  lappet  of  my 
coat,  returned  it  to  the  fcabbard.  I  was  prefled 
to  do  more  than  one  thing,  which  another  could 
not  do  for  me^  and  therefore  endeavoured  to 
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make  my  miftrefs  underftand  that  I  defired  to  be 
fet  down  on  the  floor  ;  which  after  flic  had  done, 
my  baflifulnefe  would i  not.  fuffir  me  to  exprefs 
myfelf  farther,  than  in  pointing  to  the  door,  and 
bowing  fcveral  times.  The  good  woman  with 
much  difficulty,  at  laft  perceived  what  I  would  be 
at,  and  taking  vae  up  again  in  her  hand,  walked 
mto  the  garden,  where  (he  fet  me  down.  I  went 
on  one  fide  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  bec- 
koning to  her  not  to  look  or  to  follow  me,  I 
hid  myfelf  between  two  leaveis  of  forr el,  and  there 
difcharged  the  neccffities  of  nature. 

I  hope  the  gentle  reader  will  excufe  me  for 
dwelling  on  thefe  and  the  like  particulars, 
which,  however  infignificant  they  may  appear 
to  grovelling  vulgar  minds,  yet  will  certainly 
help  a  philofopher  to  enlarge  his  thoughts  and 
imagination,  and  apply  them  to  the  benefit  of 
public  as  well  as  private  life,  which  was  my  fole 
defign  in  prefenting  this  and  other  accounts  of 
my  travels,  to  the  world  \,  wherein  I  have  been 
chiefly  fiudious^  of  tnuth,  without  afiefting  any 
ornaments  of  learning  or  of  ftylc.  But  the  whole 
icene  of  this  voyage  made  fo  ftrong .  an  impreffion 
on  my  mind,  and  is  fo  deeply  fixed  in  my  me- 
mory, that  in  committing  it  to  paper  1  did  not 
omit  one  material  circumftance :  However,  up- 
on a  ftrift  review,  I  blotted  out  feveral  paflages 
©fiefs  moment  which,  were  in  my  firft  copy,  for 
ficar  of  being  cenfurcd  as  tedious  and  trifling, 
whereof  travellers  arc  often,  pei'haps  not  without 
jufticej  accufed* 
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j1  defer ipt ion  cf  the  farmer's  daughter.  The  author 
carried  to  a  market^town^  and  then  to  the  tnetropo^ 
lis.     The  particulars  of  his  journey. 


MY  miftrefs  had  a  daughter  of  nine  years 
old,  a  child  of  towardly  parts  for  her 
age,  very  dextrous  at  her  needle,  and  fl:ilful  in 
dreffing  her  baby.  Her  mother  and  flic  con- 
trived to  fit  up  the  baby's  cradle  for  me  againft 
night :  The  cradk  was  put  into  a  fmall  drawer  of 
a  cabinet,  and  the  drawer  placed  upon  a  hanging 
flielf  for  fear  of  the  rats.  This  was  my  bed  all 
the  time  I  ftayed  with  thofe  people,  though 
made  more  convenient  by  degrees,  as  I  began  to 
learn  their  language,  and  make  my  wants  known. 
This  young  girl  was  fo  handy,  that,  after  I  had 
pnce  or  twice  pulled  off  my  cloaths  before  her, 
flie  was  able  to  drefs  and  undrefs  me,  though  I 
never  gave  her  that  trouble,  when  (he  would  let 
me  do  either  myfelf.  She  made  me  fcven  fliirts, 
and  fome  other  linen,  of  as  fine  cloth  as  could  be 
-got,  which  indeed  was  coarfer  than  facklpth  ;  and 
ithefe  fhe  conftantly  waflied  for  me  with  her  own 
'hands.  She  was  likewife  my  fchool-miftrcis,  to 
teach  me  the  language :  When  I  pointed  to  any 
thing,  fhe  told  me  the  name  of  it  in  her  own 
tongue^  fo  that  in  a  few  days  I  was  able  to  call  for 
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whatever  I.  had  a  mind  to.  She  was  very  good.- 
natured,  and  not  above  forty  feet  high,  t)eing 
little  for  her  age.  She  gave  me .  tlie  name  of 
Grildrig,  which  the  family  took  up,  and  after- 
wards the  whole  kingdom.  The  word  imports  what 
the  Latins  call  tianunculus.  The  Italians  homunce^ 
letinof  and  the  Engliflx  matwikitr.  To  her  I 
chiefly  owe  my  prefervation  in  that  country :  We 
never  parted  while  1  was  there  j  I  called  her  my 
Glumdalclitch,  or  little  nurfe  j  and  fliould  be  guilty 
of  great  ingratitude,  if  I  omitted  this  honourable 
mention  of  her  care  and  affection  towards  mc, 
which  I  heartily  wifh  it  lay  in  my  power  to  rc^ 
quite  as  £he  deferves,  inftead  of  being  the  inno- 
cent, but  unhappy  inftrument  of  her  difgrace, 
as  I  have  too  much  reafon  to  fear. 

It  now  began  to  be  known  and  talked  of  icu 
the  neighbourhood,  that  my  mafter  had  found  a 
ftrange  animal  in  the  field,  about  the  bignefs  of 
2LfpIacknucky  but  exaftly  fliaped  in  every  part  like 
a  human  creature  5.  which  it  likewkfe  imitated  in 
all  its  actions  j  feemed  to  fpeak  in  a  little  lan- 
guage of  its  own,  had  already  learned  feveral 
words  of  theirs,  went  ereft  upon  two  legs,  was 
tame  and  gentle,  would  come  when  it  was  called, 
da  whatever  it  ^was  bid,  had  the  fineft  limbs 
in  the  world,  and  a  complexion  fairer  than  a 
nobleman's  [daughter  of  three  years  old.  A- 
nother  farmer,  who  lived  hard  by,  and  was  a 
particular  friend  of  my  mafter,  came  on  a  vifit 
on  purpofe  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  this 
jftoiy-     I  was  immediately  produced,  and  placed 
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upon  a  table,  where  I  walked  as  I  was  command- 
ed, drew  my  hanger,  put  it  up  again,  made  my 
reverence  to  my  mailer's  gueft,  aiked  him  in  his 
own  language  how  he  did,  and  told  him  he  was 
welcome,  juft  as  my  little  nurfe  had  inflrufted 
me.  This  man,  who  was  old  and  dim-fighted, 
put  on  his  fpeftacles  to  behold  me  better,  at 
which  I  could  not  forbear  laughing  very  heartily, 
for  his  eyes  appeared  like  the  full  moon  (hining 
into  a  chamber  at  two  windpws.  Our  people,  who 
difcovered  the  caufe  of  my  mirth,  bore  me  com- 
pany in  laughing,  at  which  the  old  fellow  was 
fool  enough  to  be  angry  and  out  of  countenance. 
He  had  the  character  of  a  great  mifer,  and,  to 
my  misfortune,  he  well  deferved  it  by  the  curfed 
advice  he  gave  my  matter,  to  fliew  me  as  a  fight 
\ipon  a  market  day  in  the  next  town,  which  was 
half  an  hour's  riding,  about  two  and  twenty 
miles  from  our  houfe.  I  guefled  there  was  fome 
mifchief  contriving,  when  I  obferved  my  mafter 
and  his  friend  whifpering  long  together,  fome- 
times  pointing  at  me ;  and  my  fears  made  me 
fancy  that  I  overheard  and  underftood  fome  of 
their  words.  But  the  next  morning  GlumdaU 
ditch,  my  litde  nurfe,  told  me  the  whole  matter,, 
which  (lie  had  cunningly  picked  out  fronv  her 
mother.  ^  The  poor  girl  laid  me  on  her  bofbm, 
and  fell  a  weeping  with  fhame  and  grief.  She 
apprehended  fome  mifchief  would  happen  to  me 
from  rude  vulgar  folks,  who  might  fquceze  me 
to  death,  or  break  one  of  my  limbs  by  taking 
me  in  their  hands.    She  had  alfo  obferved  how 
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niodeft  I  was  in  my  nature,  how  nicely  I  regard^ 
cd  my  honour,  and  what  an  indignity  I  fhould 
conceive  it  to  be  expofed  for  money  as  a  public 
fpeftaclc  to  the  meancft-  of  the  people.  She  faid, 
her  papa  and  mamma  had  promifed  that  Grildrig 
fhould  be  hers,  but  now  (he  found  they  meant 
to  ferve  her  as  they  did  laft  year,  when  they  pre* 
tended  to  give  her  a  lamb^  and  yet,  as  foon  as  it 
was  fat,  fold  it  to  a  butcher.  For  my  own  part, 
I  may  truly  aflirm,  that  I  was  lefs  concerned 
than  my  nurfe.  I  had  a  ftrong  hope,  which 
never  left  me,  that  I  fhould  one  day  recover  my 
liberty  ;  and  as  to  the  ignominy  of  being  carried 
about  for  a  monfter,  I  confidered  myfelf  to  be  a 
perfeft  ftranger  in  the  country,  and  that  fuch 
a  misfortune  could  never  be  charged  upon  me 
as  a  reproach,  if  ever  I  ihould  return  to  Eng- 
land ;  fince  the  King  of  Great-Britain  himfeLf, 
in  my  condition,  mud  have  undergone  the  fame 
diftrefs. 

My  mafter,  purfuant  to  the  advice  of  his 
friend,  caiTied  me  in  a  box  the  next  market-day 
to  the  neighbouring  town,  and  took  along  with 
him  his  little  daughter,  my  nurfe,  upon  a  pillion 
behind  him.  The  box  was  clofe  on  every  fide^ 
with  a  little  door  for  me  to  go  in  and  out,  and 
a  few  gimlet-holes  to  let  in  air.  The  girl  had 
been  fo  careful  as  to  put  the  quilt  of  her  baby's 
bed  into  it  for  me  to  lie  down  on.  However  I 
was  terribly  fhaken  and  difcompofed  in  this 
journey,  though  it  were  but  of  half  an  hour. 
For  the  horfc  went  about  forty  feet  at  cuer^  ^e^% 
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jmd  trotted  fohigb,  that  the  agitfition  was  equal 
to  the  rifiag  and  falling,  of  a^  (hip  in  a  great 
ftornij  but  much,  more  fi-equent :  Our  jouriay 
was  fomewhat  fai'thcr  than  from  London  to-  St. 
Alban's.  My  mafter  alighted  at  sm  inn  which 
he  ufed  to  frequent ;  and  after  confuhing  a  while 
with  the  inn^kee[>er,  and  making  fome  neceflary 
preparations,  he  hired  the^r/J/rw/Zorcrierto-givc 
notice  through  the  town  of  a  ftrange  creature  to 
be  fcen  at  the  (ign  of  the  Green  Eagle,  not  fo 
big  as  a.  fplackmtck  (an  animal  in  that  cauntry 
very  finely  fhaped,  about  fix  feet  long)  and  in 
every  part  of  the  body  refembling  an  human 
creature,  could  fpcak  feveral  words,  and  perform 
an  hundred  diverting  tricks* 

I  was  placed  upon  a.  table  in  the  largeft  room 
in  the  inn,  which  might  be  near  three  hundred 
feet  fquare.  My  little  nurfe  ftood  on-  a  low  ftool 
clofe  to  the  table  to  take  c^re  of  me,  and  dire& 
what  I  fhould  do.  My  mafter,  to  avoid  a.  croud, 
would  fuffer  only  thirty  people  at  a'  time  to  fee 
me.  I  walked  about  on  the  table,  as  the  girl  pomr 
manded  :  She  aiked  me  queftions,  as  far  as  fhc 
knew  my  underftanding  of  the. language  reached^ 
and  I  anfwered  them  as  loud  as  I  could,  I  tum^ 
ed  about  feveral  times  to  the  company,,  paid  my 
humble  refpefts,  faid  they  were  welcome,  and 
ufed  fome  other  fpeeches  I  had  been  taught.  I 
took  up  a  thimble  filled  with  liquor,  which  Glumi>- 
dalclitch  had  given  me  for  a  cup,  and  drank  their 
health.  I  drew  out  my  hanger,  and  fiourifhed 
with  it  after  the  manner  of  &ncers  in  England. 
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My  nurfc  gave  me  part  of  a  ftraw,  which  lexer- 
cifed  as  a  pike,,  having  learned  the  art  in  my 
youth»  I  was  that  day  fhewn  to  twdvc  fetts  of 
company,  and  as  often  forced  to  a£t  over  again 
the  fame  fopperies,  till  I  was  half  dead  with  wea- 
rinefs  and  vexation.  For  thofe  who  had  feen 
me  made  fuch  wonderful  reports,  that  the  people 
were  ready  to  break  down  the  doors  to  come  in. 
My  mafter,  for  his  own  intereft,  would  not  fuf»- 
fer  any  one  to  touch  me  except  my  nurfe ;  and  to 
prevent  danger,  benches  were  fit  round  the  table 
at  fuch  a  diftance  as  to  put  me  out  of  every  body*s 
reach.  However,  an  unlucky  fchool-boy  aimed 
a  faazel-nut  diredtly  at  my  head,  which  very  nai*- 
rowly  miffed  me ;  otherwife,  it  came  with  fo 
much  violence,  that  it  would  have  infallibly 
knocked  out  my  brains,  for  it  was  almoft  as  large 
as  a  fmall  pumplon  :  But  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to 
fee  the  young  rogue  well  beaten  and  turned  out 
of  the  room. 

My  miafter  gave  public  notice,  that  he  would 
fhew  me  ag^in  the  next  market-day,  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  prepared  a  more  convenient  vehicle 
for  me,  which  he  had  reafon  enough  to  do  5  for  I 
was  fb  tired  with  my  firft  journey,  and  with  en- 
tertaining company  for  eight  hours  together, 
that  I  could  hardly  ftand  upon  my  legs,  or  fpeak 
a  word.  It  was  at  leaft  three  days  before  I  reco- 
vered Illy  ftrength  \  and  that  I  might  have  no 
reft  at  home,  all  the  neighbouring  gcntlem«i 
fix>m  an  hundred  miles  round,  hearing  of  my 
fiune,  came  to  fee  me  at  my  matter's  own  houie. 
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There  could  not  be  fewer  than  thirty'  pcffom 
with  their  wives  and  children  (for  the  countiy  b 
very  populous) ;  and  my  mailer  demanded  the 
rate  of  a  full  room  whenever  he  fhewcd  me  at 
home,  although  it  were  only  to  a  fingle  family : 
So  that  for  fome  time  I  had  but  httle  cafe  every 
day  of  the  week  (except  Wednefday,  which  is 
their  fabbaih)  although  I  were  not  carried  to  the 
town. 

My  mafter,  finding  how  profitable  I  was  like 
to  be,  refolved  to  carry  me  to  the  moft  confider- 
able  cities  of  the  kingdpm.  Having  therefore 
provided  himfelf  with  all  things  neceflary  for  a 
long  journey,  and  fettled  his  afiairs  at  home,  he 
took  leave  of  his  wife,  and  upon  the  1 7th  of  Au- 
guft  1703,  about  two  months  after  my  arrival, 
we  fet  out  for  the  metropolis,  fituated  near  the 
middle  of  that  empire,  and  about  three  thoufand 
miles  diftance  from  our  houfe  :  My  mafter  made 
his  daughter  Glumdalclitch  ride  behind  him* 
She  carried  me  on  her  lap  in  a  box  tied  about 
her  waift.  The  girl  had  lined  it  on  all  fides  with 
the  fofteft  cloth  (lie  could  get,  well  quilted  under- 
neath, furnifhed  it  with  her  baby's  bed,  provided 
me  with  linen  and  other  neccflaries,  and  made 
every  thing  as  convenient  as  (he  could.  We  had 
no  other  company  but  a  boy  of  th€  houfe,  who 
rode  after  us  with  the  luggage^ 

My  mafter's  dcfign  was  to  fliew  me  in  all  the 
towns  by  the  way,  and  to  ftep  out  of  the  road 
for  fifty  or  an  hundred  miles,  to  any  village,  or 
perfon  of  quality's  houfe^  where  he  might  ezpeft 

cuftom^ 
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cuftom.  Wc  made  eafy  journics  of  not  above 
feven  or  eight  fcore  miles  a-day  :  For  Glumdal- 
ditch,  on  purpofe  to  fparc  me,  complained  flie 
was  tired  with  the  trotting  of  the  horfe.  She  of- 
ten taok  me  out  of  my  box  at  my  own  defire  to 
give  me  air,  and  iliew  me  the  country,  but  always 
held  me  fail  by  a  leading-ftring.  We  pafledover 
five  or  fix  rivers  many  degrees  broader  and  deeper 
than  the  Nile,  or  the  Ganges  ;  and  there  was 
hardly  a  rivulet  fo  fmall  as  the  Thames  at  Lon- 
don-bridge. We  were  ten.  weeks  in  our  journey, 
and  I  was  ihewn  in  eighteen  large  towns,  befides 
many  villages  and  private  families. 

Chi  the  a6th  day  of  Oftober,  we  arrived  at  the 
metropolis,  called  in  their  language  Lorbrulgurd, 
-  or  Pride,  of  the  Univerfe.  My  matter  took  a 
lodging  in  the  principal  ftreet  of  the  city  not  far 
from  the  royal  palace,  and  put  out  bills  in  the 
ufual  form,  containing  an  exaft  defcription  of 
my  perfon  and  parts.  He  hired  a  large  room 
between  three  and  four  hundred  feet  wide.  He 
provided  a  table  fixty  feet  in  diameter,  upon 
which  I  was  to  aft  my  part,  and  pallifadoed  it 
round  three  feet  &om  the  edge,  and  as  many 
high,  to  prevent  my  falling  over.  I  was  fhewn 
ten  times  a-day,  to  the  wonder  and  fatisfaftion  of 
all  people.  I  could  now  fpeak  the  language  tole- 
rably well,  and  perfeftly  undcrftood  every  word 
that  was  fpoken  to  me.  Befides,  I  had  Uarned 
their  alphabet,  and  could  make  a  fhift  to  explain 
a  fentence  here  and  there  5  for  Glumdalclitch 
hgd  b^cn  xny  inftruftor  while  we  were  at  \iome9^ 
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and  at  leifiire  hours  during  out  journey.  Sin 
carried  a  little  book  in  her  pocket,  not, mud 
larger  than  a  Sanfon's  Atlas  ;  it  was  a  oominoE 
treatife  for  the  ufe  of  young  girls,  giving  a  fhon 
account  of  their  religion  ;  out  of  this  fhe  taugfal 
me  my  letters,  and  interpreted  the  words« 


CHAP.        HL 

TChe  author  Jent  for  to  court.  The  ^een  buys  IttB 
of  his  majfer  the  former^  and  prefents  him  to  tU 
King.  .  He  dijputes  with  his  Majejifs  greiA 
fcholars.  An  apartment  at  court  provided  for  tht 
author.  He  is  in  high  favour  with  the  ^eetk 
He  Jlands  up  for  the  honour  of  his  own  countrj* 
His  quarrels  with  the  ^ueeris  dwarf. 

THE  frequent  labours  I  underwent  every 
day,  made  in  a  few  weeks  a  very  confider^ 
able  change  in  my  health  :  ^fhe  more  my  maftc! 
got  by  me,  the  more  infatiable  he  grew.  I  had 
quite  loft  my  ftomach,  and  was  almoft  reduced 
to  a  Ikeleton.  The  farmer  obferved  it,  and. 
concluding  I  muft  foon  die,  refolved  to  make  a! 
good  a  hand  of  me  as  he  could.  While  he  wai 
thus  rcafoning  and  rcfolving  with  himfelf,  2,  far* 
draly  or  gentleman-ufher,  came  from  court, 
commanding  my  matter  to  carry  me  immediatel} 
thither  for  the  diverfion  of  the  Queen  and  hci 
ladies.    Some  of  the  latter  had  alresidy  been  tc 

1  fe< 
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ee  me,  and  reported  ftrange  things  of  my  beauty, 
behaviour,  and  good  fenfe.     Her  Majefty,   and 
:hofe  who .  attended  her,  were  beyond  meafure 
delighted  with   my  demeanour.     I  fell  on  my 
knees,  and  begged  the  honour  of  kifling  her  im- 
perial foot ;  but  this  gracious  princefs  held  out 
her  little  finger  towards  me   (after  I  was  fet  on  a 
table)  which  I  embraced  in  both  my  arms,   and 
put  the  tip  of  it  with  the  utmoft  refpeft  to  my 
lip.     She  made  me  fome  general  queftions  about 
my  country,  and  my  travels,   which  I  anfwered 
as  diftin£tly,  and  in  as  few  words  as  I  could. 
She  alked,   whether  I  would  be  content  to  live 
at  coiurt  ?    I  bowed  down  to  the  board  of  the 
table,  and  humbly  anfwered,  that  I  was  my  ma- 
iler's flave  ;  but  if  I  were  at  my  own  difpofal,  I 
ihould  be   proud  to  devote  my  life  to  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice.     She  then  aiked  my  mafter,  whe- 
ther he  were  willing  to  fell  me  at  a  good  price  ? 
He,  who  apprehended  I  could  not  live  a  month, 
was  ready  enough  to  part  with  me,  and  demand- 
ed a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  which  were  ordered 
him  on  the  fpot,  each  piece  being  about  the  big- 
ncfs  of  eight  hundred  moidores  \  but,  allowing 
for  the  proportion  of  all  things   between  that 
country  and  Europe,  and  the  high  price  of  gold 
among  them,  was  hardly  fo  great  a  fum  ds  a  thou- 
fand guineas  would  be  in  England.      1  then  faid 
to  the  Queen,  fince  I  was  now  her  Majefty's  mod 
humble  creature  and  vaflal,  I  muft  beg  the  fa- 
vour, that  Glumdalclitch,  who  had  always  tend- 
ed me  with  fo  much  care  and  klndneis,  and  un- 
Vo  L .  V.  M  deift.00^ 
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dcrftood  to  do  it  fo  well,  might  be  admitted  into 
her  feryicc,  and  continue  to  be  my  nurfe  and  in- 
ftrudtor.  Her  Majefty  agreed  to  mj  petitioH, 
and  cafily  got  the  farmer's  confent,  who  was  glad 
enough  to  have  his  daughter  preferred  at  court; 
and  the  poor  girl  herfelf  was  not  able  to  hide  her 
joy  :  My  late  mafter  withdrew,  bidding  me  fare- 
well, and  faying  he  had  left  me  in  a  good  fervice; 
to  which  I  replied  not  a  word,  only  making  htm 
a  flight  bow. 

The  Queen  obfervcd  my  coldnefs,  and,  when 
the  farmer  was  gone  out  of  the  apartment,  aflted 
me  the  realbn.  I  made  bold  to  tell  her  Majefly, 
that  I  owed  no  other  obligation  to  my  late  raafter, 
than  his  not  dafhing  out  the  brains  of  a  poor 
harmlefs  creature  found  by  chance  in  his  field  j 
which  obligation  was  amply  recompenfed  by  the 
gain  he  had  made  in  fhewing  me  through  half 
the  kingdom,  and  the  price  he  had  now  fold  me 
for.  That  the  life  I  had  fince  led,  was  laborious 
enough  to  kill  an  animal  of  ten  times  my  ftrength. 
That  my  health  was  much  impaii^ed  by  the  con- 
tinual drudgery  of  entertaining  the  rabble  every 
hour  of  tbse  day,  and  that,  if  my  mafter  had  not 
thought  my  life  in  danger,  her  Majefty  would 
not  have  got  fo  cheap  a  bargain.  But  as  I  was 
out  of  all  fear  of  being  ill  treated  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  fo  great  and  good  an  Emprefs,  the  or- 
nament of  nature,  the  darling  of  the  world,  the 
delight  of  her  fubjeifts,  the  phoenix  of  the  crea- 
tion ;  fo  I  hoped  my  late  matter's  apprehenfions 
would  appear  to  be  groundlefs,  for  I  already 

fouod 
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Found  mj  fpirits  to  revive  by  the  influence  of  her 
cnoft  auguft  prefence. 

This  was  the  fum  of  my  fpcech,  delivered 
mrith  great  improprieties  and  hefitation  \  the  lat- 
ter part  was  altogether  framed  in  the  ftyle  pecu- 
liar to  that  people,  whereof  I  learned  fome  phra- 
fes  from  Glumdalclitch,  while  (he  was  carrying 
me  to  court. 

The  Queen,  giving  great  allowance  for  my  de- 
feftivenefe  in  fpeaking,  was  howeVer  furprifcd  at 
ib  much  wit  and  good  fenfe  in  fo  diminutive  an 
animal.  She  took  me  in  her  own  hand,  and  car- 
ried me  to  the  King,  who  was  then  retired  to  his 
cabinet.  His  Majefty,  a  prince  of  much  gravity 
and  auftere  countenance,  not  well  obferving  my 
Ihape  at  firfl  view,  aiked  the  Queen  after  a  cold 
manner^  how  long  it  was  fince  fhe  grew  fond  of 
zjplacknuch  ;  for  fuch  it  feems  he  took  me  to  be^ 
as  I  lay  upon  my  breaft  in  her  Majefty's  right 
hand.  But  this  princefs,  who  hath  an  infinite 
deal  of  wit  and  humour,  fet  me  gendy  on  my 
feet  upon  the  fcrutore,  and  commanded  me  to 
give  his  Majefty  an  account  of  myfelf, .  which  I 
did  in  a  very  few  words ;  and  Glumdalclitch> 
who  attended  at  the  cabinet-door,  and  could  not 
endure  I  ihould  be  out  of  her  fight,  being  ad- 
mitted, confirmed  all  that  had  pafied  from  my 
arrival  at  her  father's  houfe. 

The  King,  although  he  be  as  learned  a  perfon 
as  any  in  his  dominions,  had  been  educated  in 
the  ftudy  of  pbilofophy,  and  particularly  mathe- 
matics \  yet  when  he  obferved  my  ihape  exactly, 
M  2  ^tv^L 
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and  faw  me  walk  creel,  before  I  began  to  fpeak, 
conceived  I  might  be  a  piece  of  clockwork  (which 
is  in  that  country  arrived  to  a  very  great  perfec- 
tion) contrived  by  fome  ingenious  artift.  But 
when  he  heard  my  voice,  and  found  what  I  deli- 
vered to  be  regular  and  rational,  he  could  not 
conceal  his  aftonifliment.  He  was  by  no  means 
fatisfied  with  the  relation  I  gave  him  of  the  man- 
ner I  came  into  hjs  kingdom,  but  thought  it  a 
ftory  concerted  between  Glumdalclitch  and*  her 
father,  who  had  taught  me  a  fet  of  words  to 
make  me  fell  at  a  better  price.  Upon  this  ima- 
gination he  ^ut  feveral  other  queftions  to  me, 
and  ftill  received  rational  anfwers,  no  othcrwifc 
defedlive  than  by  a  foreign  accent,  and  an  im- 
perfeft  knowledge  in  the  language,  with  fonic 
i-uftic  phrafes,  which  I  had  learned  at  the  far- 
mer's houfe,  and  did  not  fuit  the  polite  ftylc  of  z 
court. 

His  Majefty  fent  for  three  great  fcholars,  who 
were  then  in  their  weekly  waiting,  accorcfing  to 
the  cuftom  in  that  country.  Thefc  gentlemen, 
after  they  had  a  while  examined  my  fhape  with 
much  nicety,  were  of  different  opinions  concern- 
ing me.  J  hey  all  agreed,  that  I  could  not  be 
produced  according  to  the  regular  laws  of  na- 
ture^ becaufe  I  was  not  framed  with  a  capacity  of 
preferving  my  life  either  by  fwiftnefs,  or  climb- 
ing of  trees,  or  digging  holes  in  the  earth.  They 
obferved  by  my  teeth,  which  they  viewed  with 
great  exaftnefs,  that  I  was  a  camivbrous  animal ; 
yet  moft  quadrupeds  being  an  over-match  for  mt, 

and 
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tnd' Gtld^ttike^  with  fomc  others  too  nimble,  they 
could  not  imagine  how  I  (hould  be  able  to  fup- 
port  myfclf,  unlefs  I  fed  upon  fnails  and  other 
infefts,  which  they  offered,  by  many  learned 
arguments,  to  evince  that  I  could  not  poflSbly 
do*.  One  of  thefe  virtuofi  fcemed  to  think  that 
I  might  be  an  embryo,  or  abortive  birth*  But 
this  opinion  was  nejefted  by  the  other  two,  who 
obferved  my  limbs  to  be  perfcdl  and  fiaifhed,  and 
that  I  had  lived  feveral  years,  as  it  was  manifeft 
firom  my  beard,  the  ftumps  whereof  they  plainly 
dtfcovered  through  a  magnifying  glafs.  They 
would  not  allow  me  to  be  a  dwarf  j  bccaufc  my 
litdenefs  was  beyond  all  degrees  of  comparifon  ^ 
for  the  Queen's  favourite  dwarf,  the  fmaUeft 
ever  known  In  that  kingdom,  was  near  thirty 
feet  high.  After  much  debate,  they  concluded 
imanimoufly,  that  I  was  only  telplum  fcalcath^ 
which  is  interpreted  Kterally  lufus  nature  *,  a  de«*^ 
termination  exa£lly  agreeable  to  the  modern  phi*- 
lofophy  of  Europe,  whofc  profefibrs,  difdaining 
the  old  cvafion  of  oceult  caufesy  whereby  the  fol- 
k>wcrs  of  Ariftotle  endeavoured  in  vjiin  to  dif- 
guife  their  ignorance,  have  invented  this  wonder- 
ful folmion  of  all  difficulties,  to. the  unfpeak-^ 
ahlc  ad:vancement  of  human  knowledge. 

M  3  After 

*  By  this  reaibnibg  the  author  probably  intended  to  ridicule 
the  pride  of  thoic  phiiofophers,  who  have  thought  fit  to  arraign 
the  wiiidom  of  Providence  in  the  creation  and  government  o£ 
^  world ;  whole  cavils  are  fpecious,  like  thofe  of  the  Brob^^ 
^gnagian  fages,  only  in  proportion  to  the  ignorance  oi  ^kcC^ 
ta  whom  ihcf  su-epropofcd*    Haivhf, 
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After  this  decifive  conclufion,  I  entreated  to 
be  heard  a  word  or  two.  I  applied  myfclf  to  the 
king,  and  afTured  his  Majefty  that  I  came  from 
a  country,  which  abounded  with  feveral  millions 
of  both  fcxes  and  of  my  own  ftature ;  whece 
the  animals,  trees,  and  houfes  were  all  in  pro- 
portion, and  where  by  confequence  I  might- 
be  as  able  to  defend  myfelf,  and  to  find  fufte- 
nance,  as  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs  could  do 
here  5  which  I  took  for  a  full  anfwer  to  thofe 
gentlemens  arguments.  To  this  they  only  re- 
plied with  a  fmile  of  contempt,  faying,  that  the 
farmer  had  inftrufted  me  very  well  in  my  leflbn  *. 
The  king,  who  had  a  much  better  underftanding, 
difmiiling  his  learned  men,  ient  for  the  fumer, 
who  by  good  fortune  was  not  yet  gone .  out  of 
town  ;  having  therefore  firft  examined .  him  pri- 
vately, and  then  confronted  him  with  me  and 
the  young  girl,  his  MajeAy  began  to  think  that 
what  we  told  him  might  poffibly  be  true.  He  de- 
fired  the  Queen  to  order  that  a  particular  care 
fhould  be  taken  of  me,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
Glumdalclitch  fhould  ftill  continue  in  her  ofBce 
of  tending  me,  becaufe  he  obferved  we  had  a  great 
affection  for  each  other.  A  convenient  apart- 
ment was  provided  for  her  at  court  j  fhe  had 
a  fort  of  governefs  appointed  to  take  care  of 

her 

♦  This  futite  is  levelled  again  ft  all  who  rejea  thofe  fk&s  for 
which  they  cannot  perfeftly  account,  notwithftanding  the  ab- 
furdity  of  rejcfting  the  teftimony  by  which  they  are  iupported. 

Haivkcf.  - 
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her   education,,  a  maid  to  drefs  her,  and  two 
other  fervants  for  menial  offices ;  but  the  care 
of  me  was  wholly  appropriated  to  herfelf.     The 
Queen  commanded  her  own  cabinet-maker  to 
contrive  a  box,  that  might  ferve  me  for  a  bed- 
chamber^   after   the    model  that    Glumdalclitch 
and  I  fhould  agree  upon.      This  man  was  a  moft 
ingenious  artift,  and,  according  to  my  direAions, 
in  three  weeks  finiftied  for  me  a  wooden  cham- 
ber of  fixteen  feet  fquarc,  and  twelve  high,  with 
fafh-windows,    a  door  and    two  clofets,   like  a 
London  bed-chamber.      The  board,  that  made 
the  cieling,  was  to  be  lifted  up  and  down  by  twd 
hinges  to  put  in  a  bed  ready  furnilhed  by  her 
Majefty's  upholfterer,  whicli  Glumdalclitch  took 
out   every  day  to   air,  made  it  with  her  own 
hands,  and  letting  it  down  at  night,  locked  up 
the  roof  over  me.     A  nice  workman,  who  was 
famous  for  little  curioiities,  undertook  to  make 
me  two  chairs,  with  backs  and  frames,  of  a  fub- 
ftance  not  unlike  ivory,  and  two  tables,  with  a 
cabinet,  to  put  my  things  in.     The  room  was 
quilted  on  all  fides,  as  well  as  the  floor  and  the 
cieling,  to  prevent  any  accident  from  the  care- 
leffiiefs  of  thofe  who  carried  me,  and  to  break 
the  force  of  a  jolt  when  I  went  in  a  coach.     I 
defired  a  lock  for  my  door  to  prevent  rats  and 
mice  from  commg  in  :  The  fmith,  after  fevcral  at- 
tempts, made  the  fmalleft  that  ever  was  feen  a-*^ 
mong  them,  for  I  have  known  a  larger  at  the 
gate  of  a  gentleman's  houfe  in  England.     I  made 
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z  {hifit  to  keep  the  key  in  a  pocket  of  my  owD| 
fearing  Glumdalclitch  might  lofe  it.  The  Queen 
Ukewife  ordered  the  thinned  filks  that  could  be 
gotten  to  make  me  clothes,  not  much  thicker 
than  an  Englifh  blanket,  very  cumberfome,  till 
I  was  accuftomed  to  them.  They  were  after 
the  fafhton  of  the  kingdom,  portly  refembUDg 
the  Feriian,  and  partly  the  Chinefcj  and  are  a 
very  grave  and  decent  habit. 

The  Queen  became  fo  fond  of  my  company, 
that  (he  could  not  dine  without  mc.  T  had  a 
table  placed  upon  the  fame  at  which  her  Maje* 
fty  eat,  juft  at  her  left  elbow,  and  a  chair  to 
fit  on.  Glumdalclicth  flood  on  a  ^ool  on  the 
floor  near  my  table,  to  affid  and  take  care  of 
me.  I  had  an  entire  fet  of  filver  dUhes  and 
plates,  and  other  neceffi^ries,  which,  in  propor- 
tion to  thofe  of  the  Queen,  were  not  much  big- 
ger than  what  I  have  feen  in  London  toy-fhip^^ 
for  the  furniture  of  a  baby-houfc;  the(e  my 
little  nurfe  kept  in  her  pocket  in  a  filver  box,^ 
tad  gave  me  at  meals  as  I  wanted  them,  always 
cleaning  them  herfelf.  No  perfon  dined  with 
the  Queen  but  the  two  princefles  royal,  the  el- 
der fixteen  years  oW,  and  the  younger  at  that 
time  thirteen  and  a  month.  Her  Majefty  ufcd 
to  put  a  bit  of  meat  upon  one  of  my  difhes,  out 
of  which  I  carved  for  mylelf ;  and  her  diverfioo 
was  to  fee  me  eat  in  miniature.  For  the  (^eeik 
(who  had  indeed  but  a  weak  ftomach)  took  tip> 
at  one  mouthful,  as  much  as  a  dozqn  Englifh 
farmers  could  eat  at  a  meal^  which  to  me  was 

for 
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for  fome  time  a  very  naufeous  fight  *.  She 
would  craunch  the  wing  of  a  lark,  bones  and  all, 
between  her  teeth,  although  it  were  nine  times 
as  large  as  that  of  a  full-grown  turkey  5  and  put 
a  bit  of  bread  in  her  mouth,  as  big  as  two  twelve- 
penny  loaves.  She  drank  out  of  a  golden  cup, 
above  a  hogfhead  at  a  draught.  Her  knives  were 
twice  as  long  as  a  fcythe,  fet  ftrait  upon  the 
handle.  The  fpoons,  forks,  and  other  inftru- 
ments,  were  all  in  the  fame  proportion.  I  re- 
member, when  Glumdalclitch  carried  me  out 
of  curiofity  to  fee  fome  of  the  tables  at  court, 
where  ten  or  a  dozen  of  thefe  enormous  knives 
and  forks  were  lifted  up  together,  I  thought  I 
had  never  till  then  beheld  fo  terrible  a  fight. 

It  is  the  cuftom,  that  every  Wednefday  (which, 
as  1  have  before  obferved,  is  their  Sabbath)  the 
King  and  Queen,  with  the  royal  iflue  of  both 
iexes,  dine  together  in  the  apartment  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  whom  I  was  now  become  a  great  favou- 
rite \  and  at  thefe  times  my  licde  chau*  and  table 

were 

♦  Among  other  dreadful  and  difgnfting  images  which  cuftom 
has  rendered  familiar,  are  thofe  which  arife  from  eating  animal 
food.  He  who  has  ever  turned  with  abhorrence  from  the  Aiclc- 
ton  of  a  bead  which  has  been  picked  whole  by  birds  or  vermin, 
muft  confefs,  that  habit  only  could  have  enabled  him  to  enduie 
the  (ight  of  the  mangled  bones  and  flefh  of  a  dead  carcafe 
which  crery  day  cover  his  table  :  And  he  who  reflects  on  the 
number  of  lives  that  have  been  facriHced  to  fuftain  his  own, 
(bould  enquire  by  what  account  has  been  balanced,  and  whether 
his  life  is  become  proportionably  of  more  value,  by  the  exerciie 
of  virtue  and  piety,  by  the  fuperior  happinefs  which  he  has 
communicated  to  reafonable  beings<^'and  by  the  glory  which  hk 
intelleO  has  afcrlbed  to  God.    Haivkef 
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were  placed  at  his  left  hand  before  one  of  the 
fall  celhir^.  This  prince  took  a  pleafurc  in  con- 
verfing  with  me,  enquiring  into  the  manners, 
religion,  laws,  government,  and  learning  of  Eu^ 
rope  ;  wherein  I  gave  him  the  beft  account  I 
was  able.  His  appreheniion  was  fo  clear,  and 
his  judgment  fo  exact,  that  he  made  very 
wife  refle£lions  and  obfervations  upon  all  I  faud. 
But  1  confefs,  that  after  I  had  been  a  little  too 
copious  in  talking  of  my  own  beloved  country,  of 
our  trade,  and  wars  by  fea  and  land,  of  our 
ichifms  in  religion,  and  parties  in  the  ftate  ;  the 
piejudiccs  of  his  education  prevailed  fo  far,  that 
he  could  not  forbear  taking  me  up  in  his  right 
hand,  and,  ftroaking  me  gently  with  the  other, 
after  a  hearty  fit  of  laughing,  afked  me,  whether 
I  was  a  Whig  or  Tory  ?  Then  turning  to  his 
firfl:  minider,  who  waited  behind  him  with  a 
white  ftaff  near  as  tall  as  the  mainmaft  of  thd 
Royal  Sovereign,  he  obferved  how  contemptible 
a  thing  was  human  grandeur,  which  could  be 
mimicked  by  fuch  diminutive  infefts  as  I :  And 
yet,  fays,  he,  I  dare  engage,  tbefe  creatures  have 
their  titles  and  diftinftions  of  honour ;  they  con- 
trive little  nefts  and  burrows,  that  they  call  hou- 
fes  and  cities ;  they  make  a  figure  in  drefs  and 
equipage ;  they  love,  they  fight,  they  difpute, 
they  cheat,  they  betray.  And  thus  he.  continued 
on,  while  my  colour  came  and  went  feveral  tunes 
with  indignation  to  hear  our  noble  country,  the 
miftrefs  of  arts  and  arms,  the  fcourge  of  France, 
the  arbitrcfs  of  Europe,  the  feat  of  virtue,  piety, 

honour 
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honour  and  truth,  the  pride  and  envy  of  the 
woi'ldy  fo  contemptuoufly  treated. 

But  as  1  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refent  inju- 
ries, fo,  upon  mature  thoughts,  I  began  to  doubt 
whether  I  was  injured  or  no.  For,  having  been 
accui^omed  feveral  months  to  the  fight  and  con« 
Tcrfc  of  this  people,  and  observed  eveiy  objeA 
Bpon  which  I  cai^  mine  eyes  to  be  of  propor- 
tionable magnitude,  the  horror  I  had  at  firft 
conceived  fi'om  their  bulk  and  afpeA,  was  fo  far 
worn  off,  that  if  I  had  then  beheld  a  company 
of  Englifli  lords  and  ladies  in  their  finery,  and 
Urth-day  clothes,  adting  their  feveral  parts  in 
the  moft  courtly  manner  of  f^rutting,  and  bow- 
ing, and  prating  ;  to  fay  the  truth,  I  fhould  have 
been  fbrongly  tempted  to  laugh  as  much  at  them, 
as  the  King  and  his  grandees  did  at  me.  Nei- 
ther indeed  could  I  forbear  fmiling  at  myfelf, 
when  the  Queen  ufed  to  place  me  upon  her  hand 
towards  a  looking-glafs,  by  which  both  our  per- 
fims  appeared  before  me  in  full  view  together ; 
and  there  could  nothing  be  more  ridiculous  than 
the  comparifon :  So  that  I  really  began  to  ima- 
ghic  myfclf  dwindled  many  degrees  below  my 
ufual  fize. 

Nothing  angered  and  mortified  me  fo  much 
as  the  Queen's  dwarf,  who  being  of  the  lowefl 
(bturc  that  was  ever  in  that  country  (for  I  ve- 
rily thiiik  he  was  not  fuU  thirty  feet  high)  be- 
came fb  infblent  at  feeing  a  creature  fo  much  be- 
neath him,  that  he  would  always  affeft  to  fwag- 
gcr,  and  look  big,  as  he  pafTcd  by  me  in  the 
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Queen's  antichaniber,  while  I  was  ftandi 
fome  table  talking  with  the  lords  or  ladies  « 
court,  and  he  ftldom  failed  of  a  fmait  w 
two  upon  my  littlenefs  ;  againft  which  I 
only  revenge  myfelf  by  calling  him  brother 
lenging  him  to  wreftle,  and  fuch  repartees 
ufual  in  the  mouths  of  court-^ages*  One 
dinner,  this  malicious  little  cub  was  fo  i 
with  fomething  I  had  faid  to  him,  that, 
himfelf  upon  the  frame  of  her  Majefty's 
he  topk  me  up  by  the  middle, .as  I  was 
down  not  thinking  any  harm,  and  let  m* 
into  a  large  filver  bowl  of  cream,  and  tK 
away  as  fafl  as  he  could.  I  fell  over  hes 
cars,  and,  if  I  had  not  been  a  good  fwimn 
might  have  gone  very  hard  with  me  :  for  ( 
dalclitch  in  that  inftant  happened  to  be 
other  end  of  the  room,  and  the  Queen  \ 
fiich  a  fright,  that  fhe  wanted  prefence  of 
to  aflift  me.  But  my  little  nurfe  ran  to  i 
lief,  and  took  me  out,  after  I  had  fwaJ 
above  a  quart  of  cream.  I  was  put  to 
however  I  received  no  other  damage  tha 
Ipfs  of  a  fuit  of  clothes,  which  was  utterly 
ed.  The  dwarf  was  foundly  whipped,  and 
fiurther  punifliment,  forced  to  drink  up  th< 
of  jcream,  into  which  he  had  thrown  mc 
ther  was  he  ever  reftored  to  favour :  Foi 
after  the  Queen  beftowed  him  on  a  lady  o: 
quality,  fo  that  I  faw  him  no  more,  to  m; 
great  fatisfaftion ;  for  I  could  not  tell  to 
I  exti 
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extremity  fuch  a  malicious  urchin  might  have 
carried  his  refentment. 

He  had  before  ferved  me  a  fcurvy  trick,  which 
fet  the  Queen  a-laughing,  ahhough  at  the  fame 
time  (he  was  heartily  vexed,  and  would  have  im- 
mediately cafhiei  ed  him,  if  I  had  not  been  fo  ge- 
nerous as  to  intercede.  Her  Majefty  had  taken 
a  marrowrbone  upon  her  plate,  and,  after  knock- 
ing out  the  marrow,  placed  the  bone  again  in 
the  difh  ere6\:,  as  it  ftood  before ;  the  dwarf  watch- 
ing his  opportunity,  while  Glumdalclith  was  gone 
to  the  fide-board,  mounted  the  ftool  that  fhe 
ftood  on  to  take  care  of  me  at  meals,  took  me 
up  in  both  hands,  and  fqueezing  my  legs  to- 
gether, wedged  them  into  the  marrow-bone  a- 
iiove  my  waift,  where  I  ftuck  for  fome  time, 
and  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure.  I  believe  it 
was  near  a  minute  before  any  one  knew  what 
was  become  of  me  ;  for  I  thought  it  below  me 
to  cry  out.  But,  as  princes  feldom  get  their 
meat  hot,  my  legs  were  not  fcalded,  only  my 
ftockings  and  breeches  in  a  fad  condition.  The 
dwarf,  at  my  entreaty,  had  no  other  punifhment 
than  a  found  whipping. 

I  was  frequently  rallied  by  the  Queen  on  ac- 
count of  my  fearfulnefs  ;  and  fhe  ufed  to  afk  nxe. 
Whether  the  people  of  my  country  were  as  great 
cowards  as  myfelf  ?  The  occafion  was  this  :  ^fhe 
kingdom  is  much  peflered  with  flies  in  fummer, 
and'  thefc  odious  infedls,  each  of  them  as  big  as 
aDunflablelark,  hardly  gave  me  any  refl  while 
I  fat  at  dinner,  with  their  continual  humming 
Vol.  V.  N  ^xv^ 
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buzzing  about  mine   ears.      They  would  fome- 
times  alight  upon  my  vidluals,  and  leave  their 
loachfon>e  excrement  or  fpawn  behind,  which  to 
me  was  very  vifible,  though  not  to  the  natives  of 
that  cpuntry,    whofe  large    optics  were  not  fi) 
acute  as  mine  in  viewing  fmallcr  objcfts.      Some- 
times they  would  fix  upon  my  nofe  or  forehead| 
where  they  flung  me  to  tJie  quick,  fmelling  ve- 
ry o&enfively  ^  and  I  could  eaiily  trace  that  vif' 
cous  matter,  which  our  naturahfts  tell  us,  eo4* 
bles  thofe  creatures  to  walk  with  their  feet  up- 
wards on  a  ceiling.     I  had  much  ado  to  defieod 
ni)  fclf  againfl  thcfe  deteftable  animals,  and  could 
not  forbear  ftarting  when  they  came  on  my  fape. 
It  was  tlie  common  practice  of  the  dwarf  to  catch 
a  number  of  thefe  infedls  in  his  hand,  as  fchopl- 
boys  do  among  us,  and  let  them  out  fuddenly 
tmder  my  nofc,  on  purpofe  to  frighten  me,  and 
divert  the  Queen.      My  remedy  was  to  cut  them 
in  pieces  with  my  knife,  as  tliey  flew  in  th?  air, 
wherein  my  dexterity  was  much  admired. 

I  remember,  one  morning  when  Glumdalclitch 
had  fet  me  in  my  box  upon  a  window,  as  fhc 
iifually  did  in  fair  days  to  give  me  air  (for  I  diurft 
not  venture  to  let  the  box  be  hung  on  a  nail  out 
of  the  window,  as  we  do  with  cages  in  England} 
after  I  had  lifted  up  one  of  my  {aChes,  and  fat 
down  at  my  table  to  eat  a  piece  of  fweet  cake  for 
my  breakfaft,  above  twenty  wafps,  allured  by  the 
fmell,  came  flying  into  the  room,  humming 
louder  than  the  drones  of  as  many  bag-pipes. 
^Some  of  them  feized  my  cake,  and  cai'ricd  it  piece- 
meal 
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meal  away ;  others  flew  about  my  head  and  face, 
confounding  me  with  the  noife,  and  putting  me 
In  the  utmoft  terror  of  their  ftings.  However  t 
had  the  courage  to  rife  and  draw  my  hanger, 
and  attack  them  in  the  air.  I  difpatched  four  of 
them,  but  the  reft  got  away,  and  I  prefendy  fhut 
my  window.  Thcfe  infects  were  as  large  as  par- 
tridges J  I  took  out  their  ftings,  found  them  an 
Inch  and  an  half  long,  and  as  fharp  as  needles. 
I  carefully  preferved  them  all  •,  and  having  finc6 
ihewn  themr  with  fomc  otha'  cut-iofities  in  ftveral 
parts  of  Europe,  upon  my  return  to  England,  I 
gave  three  of  them  to  Grefhattn  coUege,  and  kept 
the  fourth  for  myfelf. 


CHAP.        iV. 

J2r  country  defcribed.  A  propofal  for  carreBing 
modern  maps.  The  King^s  palace^  and  fome  ac^ 
count  of  the  metropolis.  The  author* s  way  oftra-- 
veiling.     The  chief  temple  defer ihed. 

I  Now  intend  to  give  the  reader  a  fliort  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  country,  as  far  as  I  travelled  in  it, 
which  was  not  above  two  thoufand  miles  round 
Lbrbnilgrud,  the  metropolis.  For  the  Queen 
whom  I  always  attended,  never  went  farthei- when 
flic  accompanied  the  King  in  his  progreffcs,  and 
there  ftaid  till  his  Majefty  returned  from  view- 
bg  his  frontiers.      The    whole  extent  of  thjp 

N    2  -JTVdC^V 
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prince's  dominions  reached  about  fix  thoufand 
miles  in  length,  and  from  three  to  five  in  breadth. 
From  whence  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  our 
geographers  of  Europe  are  in  a  great  error  by 
fuppofing  nothing  but  fea  between  Japan  and  Ca- 
lifornia ;  for  it  was  ever  my  opinion,  that  there 
muft  be  a  balance  of  earth  to  counterpoife  the 
great  continent  of  Tartary  ;  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  correct  their  maps  and  charts  by  joinmg 
this  vaft  traft  of  land  to  the  north-weft  parts  of 
America,  wherein  I  fhall  be  ready  to  lend  them 
my  afflftance. 

The  kingdom  is  a  peninfula,  terminated  to  the 
north-eaft  by  a  ridge  of  mountains  thirty  miles 
high,  which  are  altogether  impaffable  by  reafon 
of  the  volcanoes  upon  the  tops  :  Neither  do  the 
moft  learned  know  what  fort  of  mortals  inhabit 
beyond  thofe  mountains,  or  whether  they  be  in- 
habited at  all.  On  the  three  other  fides  it  is 
bounded  by  the  ocean.  There  is  not  one  fea- 
port  in  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  thofe  parts  pf 
the  coafts  into  which  the  rivers  iflue,  arc  fo  full 
of  pointed  rocks,  and  the  fea  generally  fo  rough, 
that  there  is  no  venturing  with  the  fmalleft  of 
their  boats ;  fo  that  thefe  people  are  w:holiy  ex- 
cluded from  any  commerce  with  the  reft  of  the 
world.  But  the  large  rivers  are  full  of  veflels, 
and  abound  with  excellent  fifh,  for  they  feld^m 
get  any  from  the  fea,  becaufe  the  fea -fifh  arc  of 
the  fame  fize  with  thofe  in  Europe,  and  confe- 
quently  not  worth  c  atching  ;  whereby  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  nature,  in  the  produftion  of  plants  and 

animals 
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'  animals  of  A>  extraordinary  a  bulk,  is  wholly  con- 
fined to  this  continent,  of  which  I  leave  the  rea- 
foos  to  be  determined  by  philofophers.  How- 
ever, now  and  tliea  they  take  a  whale  that  hap- 
peas  to  be  daihed  againfl  the  rocks^  which  the 
common  people  feed  on  heartily.  Thcfe  whales 
I  have  known  fo  large,  that  a  man  could  hardly 
carry  one  upon  his  (liouldcrs  \  and  fometimes  for 
curiofity  they  are  brought  in  hampers  to  Lorbrul- 
grud  :  1  faw  one  of  them  in  a  diih  at  the  ling's 
cable,  which  paiTed  ibr  a  rarity,  but  I  did  not 
obferve  he  was  fond  of  it ;  for  I  think  indeed  the 
bigoefs  difgufted  him,  although  I  have  feen  one 
foHiewhat  larger  in  Greenland. 

The  country  is  well  inhabited,  for  it  contains 
fifty-one  cities,  near  an  hundred  wailed  towns^ 
and  a  great  number  of  villages.  To  fatisfy  my 
curious  reader,  it  may  be  fufBcieut  to  defcribe  Lor- 
bnilgrud.  This  city  ftands  upon  almoft  two  equal 
parts  on  each  fide  the  river  that  pafles  through* 
It  contains  above  eighty  thoufand  houfes,  and 
about  fix  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  io 
length  three  glomglungs  (which  make  about  fifty- 
ioMt  Englifh  tniles)  and  two  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
as  I  meafured  it  myfelf  in  the  royal  map  made  by 
the  King's  order,  which  was  laid  on  the  ground 
on  purpofe  for  me,  and  extended  an  hundred 
feet :  I  paced  the  diameter  and  circumference  fe» 
vetal  times  barefoot,  and,  computing  by  the  fcale^ 
meafiired  it  pretty  exactly. 

The  King's  palace  is  no  regular  edifice,  but  an 

Iieap  of  building  about  fcven  miles  round ;  the 

N  3        ^  c\iv^^ 
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chief  rooms  are  generally  two  hundred  and  forty 
feet  high,  and  broad  and  long  in  proportion.  A 
coach  was  allowed  to  Glumdalclitch  and  me, 
wherein  her  governefs  frequently  took  her  out  to 
fee  the  town,  or  go  among  the  fhops  ;  and  I  was 
always  of  the  party,  carried  in  my  box  ;  although 
the  girl,  at  my  own  defire,  would  often  take  me 
out,  and  hold  me  in  her  hand,  that  I  might 
more  conveniently  view  the  houfes  and  people,  as 
we  pafled  along  the  ftreets.  I  reckoned  our 
coach  to  be  about  a  fquare  of  Wcftminfter-hall, 
but  not  altogether  fo  high  :  However,  I  cannot 
be  very  exadt.  One  day  the  governefs  ordered 
our  coachman  to  ftop  at  feveral  fhops,  where  the 
beggars,  watching  their  opportunity,  crouded  to 
the  fides  of  the  coach,  and  gave  me  the  mofl  hor- 
rible fpeftacles  that  ever  an  European  eye  beheld. 
There  was  a  woman  with  a  cancer  in  her  breafV, 
fwelled  to  a  monftrous  fize,  full  of  holes,  in  two 
or  three  of  which  I  could  have  eaiily  crept,  arid 
covered  my  whole  body.  There  was  a  fellow 
with  a  wen  in  his  neck  larger  than  five  wool- 
packs,  and  another  with  a  couple  of  wooden  legs, 
each  about  twenty  feet  high.  But  the  molt  hate- 
ful fight  of  all  was  the  lice  crawling  on  their 
cloaths.  I  could  fee  diflinc^ly  the  limbs  of  thefc 
vermin  with  my  naked  eye,  much  better  than 
thofe  of  an  European  loufe  through  a  microfcope, 
and  their,  fnouts  with  which  they  routed  like 
fwine.  They  were  the  firfl  I  had  ever  beheld,  and 
I  fhould  have  been  curious  enough  to  difleft  one 
of  them,  if  I  had  had  proper  inftruments  (which 

•     I 
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I  unluckily  left  behind  me  in  the  fhip)  although 
indeed  the  fight  was  fo  naufeous^  that  it  perfcftly 
turned  my  ftomach. 

Befides  the  large  box  in  which  I  was  ufually 
carried,  the  Queen  ordered  a  fmallcr  one  to  be 
made  for  me  of  about  twelve  feet  fquare  and  ten 
high,  for  the  convenience' of  travelling,  becaufe 
the  other  was  fomewhat  too  large  for  Glumdal- 
clitch's  lap,  and  cumberfome  in  the  coach  ;  it  was 
made  by  the  fame  artift,  whom  I  direfted  in  the 
whole  contrivance.  This  travelling  clofet  was  an 
exa£l  fquare  with  a  window  in  the  middle  of  three 
of  the  fquares,  and  each  window  was  latticed  with 
iron  wire  on  the  outfide,  to  prevent  accidents  in 
long  journies.  On  the  fourth  fide,  which  had  no 
window,  two  ftrong  ftajples  were  fixed,  through 
which  the  perfon  that  carried  me,  when  I  had  a 
mind,  to  be  on  horfeback,  put  a  leathern  belt,  and 
buckled  it  about  his  waift.  This  was  always  the 
office  of  fome  grave  trufty  fervant  in  whom  I 
could  confide,  whether  I  attended  the  King  and 
Queen  in  their  progreflTes,  or  were  difpofed  to  fee 
the  gardens,  or  pay  a  vifit  to  fome  great  lady  or 
minifier  of  fl:ate  in  the  court,  when  Glumdalclitch 
happened  to  be  out  of  order  :  For  I  foon  began 
to  be  known  and  efteemed  among  the  greateft  of- 
ficers, I  fuppofe  more  upon  account  of  their  Ma- 
jei^ies  favour  than  any  merit  of  my  own.  In 
journies,  when  I  was  weary  of  the  coach,  a  fer- 
irant  on  horfeback  would  buckle  on  my  box,  and 
place  it  upon  a  cu(hion  before  him ;  and  there  I 
had-a  full  profpe^  of  the  country  on  three  fides 
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from  My  three  windows.  I  hjki  bi  this  < 
fiekl«bed  find  a  ham0K>ck  hiuig  from  the  < 
two  chairs  and  a  table^  neatly  icrewed 
floor,  to  prevent  being  tofled  about  by  th( 
lion  of  the  horfe  or  the  coach.  And  hsevir 
long  ufed  to  fe»-vdyages^  thoie  motions,  ah 
fometimes  Tery  Tjolentj  did  not  much  difci 
me. 

Whenever  I  had  a  mind  to  fee  the  tc 
was  always  in  my  travelliog-ckrfetj  which 
daklitch  held  in  her  lap  in  a  kind  of  open 
aftdr  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  borne  l 
iskctif  and -attended  by  two  others  in  the  C 
Uvery.     The  people,  who  had  often  heard 
were  tery  curious  to  crofud  about  the  fedai 
the  girl  was  complai£int  enough  to  mal 
bearers  ftop,  and  to  take  me  in  her  hand, 
might  be  more  conveniently  feen. 

I  was  very  defirous  to  fee  the  chief  temp] 
particularly  the  tower  belonging  to  it,  wl 
reckoned  the  higheft  in  the  kingdom.  A 
ingly  one  day  my  nurfe  carried  me  thither, 
may  truly  fay  I  came  back  difappointed :  F 
height  is  not  above  three  thoufand  feet,  n 
ing  from  the  ground  to  the  higheft  pinnacl 
which,  allowing  for  the  difference  bet  wee 
£lze  of  thofe  people  and  us  in  £urope,  is  nc 
liiattcr  for  admiration,  nor  at  all  equal  in 
portion  (if  I  rightly  remember)  to  Sal: 
fteeple.  But,  not  to  detract  from  a  natic 
which  during  my  life  I  ftiall  acknowledge  i 
cKttemtiy  obliged^  it  muft  be  allowed^  that 
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ever  this  famous  tower  wants  in  height  is  amply 
made  up^in  beauty  and  ftrength.  For  the  walls 
arc  near  an  hundred  feet  thick,  built  of  hewn 
ftone,  whereof  each  is  about  forty  feet  fquare, 
and  adorned  on  all  fides  with  ftatues  of  gods  and 
emperors,  cut  in  marble  larger  than  the  life, 
placed  in  their  feveral  niches.  I  meafured  a  little 
finger  which  had  fallen  down  from  one  of  thofe 
ftatues,  and  lay  unperceived  among  ibmc  rubbilh, 
and  found  it  exa«My  four  feet  and  an  inch  in 
length.  Glumdalclitch  wrapped  it  up  in  her 
handkerchief,  and  carried  it  home  in  her  pocket 
to  keep  among  other  trinkets,  of  which  the  girl 
was  very  fond,  as  children  at  her  age  ufually  are. 
The  King's  kitchen  is  indeed  a  noble  building, 
vaulted  at  top,  and  about  fix  hundred  feet  high. 
The  great  oven  is  not  fo  wide  by  ten  paces  as  the 
cupola  at  St  Paul's ;  for  I  meafured  the  latter 
on  purpofe  after  my  return.  But  if  I  Ihould  de- 
fcribe  the  kitchen -grate,  the  prodigious  pots  and 
kettles,  the  joints  of  meat  turning  on  the  fpits, 
witk  many  other  particulars,  perhaps  I  fhould  be 
hardly  believed  ;  at  leafl  a  fevere  critic  would  be 
apt  to  think  I  enlarged  a  little,  as  travellers  are 
often  fufpefted  to  do.  To  avoid  which  cenfure, 
I  fear  I  have  run  too  much  into  the  other  ex- 
treme ;  and  that  if  this  ti*eatife  ihould  happen  to 
be  tranflated  into  the  language  of  Brobdingnag, 
(which  is  the  general  name  of  that  kingdom)  and 
tranfmitted  thither,  the  King  and  his  people 
would  have  reafon  to  complain,  that  I  had  done 

them 
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them  an  injury  by  a  falfe  and  diminutive  rcprt- 
fentation. 

His  Majcfty  feldom  keeps  above  fix  hui^drcd 
horfcs  in  his  ftables  :  They  are  generally  from 
fifty-four  to  (ixty  feet  high.  But,  when  he  gO« 
abroad  on  folemn  days,  he  is  attended  for  ftattf 
by  a  militia-guard  of  five  hundred  horfe,  whkh 
indeed  I  thought  was  the  moft  fplendid  fight  that 
could  be  ever  beheld,  tHl  I  faw  part  of  his  wtwf 
in  battalia,  whereof  I  fball  find  another  occafioB 
to  fpeak. 


C    H    A    P.        V. 

Several  adventures  that  happened  to  the  author^ 
The  execution  of  a  criminal.  The  author  Jbewj 
hisjkill  in  navigation. 


I  Should  have  lived  happy  enough  ki  that 
country^  if  my  littlenefs  had  not  etpofed  mi 
to  Icveral  ridiculous  and  troublefome  accidents  | 
fome  of  which  I  fhall  venture  to  relate.  Glum- 
dalclitch  often  carried  me  into  the  gardens  of  th< 
court  in  my  fmaller  box,  and  would  ibmetimd 
take  me  out  of  it,  and  hold  me  in  her  hamdj  oi 
fct  me  down  to  walk.  1  remember,  before  th4 
dwarf  left  the  Queen,  he  followed  1B  otie  d*j 
into  thofe  gardens,  and  my  nurfe  having  fet  tsxi 
down,  he  and  I  being  clofe  together,  near  ibttU 
dw^f  apple-trees,  I  muft  need  Ihew  my  wit  by  a 

fill] 
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SUy  allu£on  between  him  and  the  trees,  which 
liappens  to  hold  in  their  languag/e»  as  it  dofh  in 
ours.  Whei'eupon,  the  maliciou3  rogue  watch- 
ing his  opportunity,  when  I  was  walking  under 
one  of  them,  fhook  it  direftly  over  my  head,  by 
yvhkh  a  dozen  apples,  each  pf  them  near  as  large 
^  a  Qriftol  barrel,  came  tumbling  about  my  ears  \ 
ooe  of  them  hit  me  on  the  back  as  I  chanced  to 
Ox>op,  and  knocked  me  down  flat  on  my  face  \ 
but  I  received  no  other  hurt,  and  the  dwarf  was 
pai^oned  at  my  de£re,  becavife  I  had  given  the 
provocation. 

Another  day    GlunKialcIitch   left    me    on    a 

fmooth   grafs-plot   to  divert   myfelf,    while   ihc 

walked  at  fome  diftance  with  her  governefs.     In 

the  mean  time  there  fuddenly  fell  fuch  a  violent 

ihower  of  hail,  that  I  was  immediately  by  the 

force  of  u  ftruck  to  the  ground  :  And  when  J 

was  down,   the  hail-ftones  gave  me  fuch  cruel 

bangs  all  over  the  body,  as  if  I  had  been  pelted 

with   tennis-balls  -,  however,  I   made   a   ihift  to 

creep  on  all  four,  and  flielter  myfelf  by  lying 

flat  on  my  face,  on  the  lee-fide  of  a  border  of 

lemourthyme,  but  fo  bruifed  from  head  to  foot, 

that  I  could  not  go  abroad  in  ten  days.     Neither 

b  this  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  becaufe  nature 

in  that  country  obferving  the  fame  proportion 

through   all  her  operations,  a  hail-Aone  is  near 

eighteen  hundred  times  as  large  as  one  in  Europe, 

which  I  can  aflert  upon  experience,  having  been 

fo  curious  tp  weigh  and  meafvu*e  them. 

But 
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But  a  more  dangerous  accident  happened  to 
me  in  the  fame  garden,  wh^n  my  little  nurfc 
believing  ihe  had  put  me  in  a  fecure  place,  which 
I  often  entreated  her  to  do,  that  I  might  enjoy 
my  own  thoughts,  and  having  left  my  box  at 
home  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  carrying  it,  went 
to  another  part  of  the  garden  with  her  govcr- 
nefs,  and  fome  ladies  of  her  acquaintance.  While 
fhe  was  abfent,  and  out  of  hearing,  a  fmall 
white  fpaniel  belonging  to  one  of  the  chief  gar- 
deners, having  got  by  accident  into  the  garden^ 
happened  to  range  near  the  place  where  I  lay: 
The  dog,  following  the  fcent,  came  dirc£tiy  up, 
and  taking  me  in  his  mouth  ran  ftraight  to  his 
maAer,  wagging  his  tail,  and  fet  me  gently  on 
the  ground.  By  good  fortune  he  had  been  fo 
fo  well  taught,  that  I  was  carried  between  his 
teeth  without  the  leaft  hurt,  or  even  tearing  my 
clothes.  But  the  poor  gardener,  who  knew  me 
well,  and  had  a  great  kindnefs  for  me,  was  in  a 
terrible  fright :  He  gently  took  me  up  in  both 
his  hands,  and  afked  me  how  I  did  *,  but  I  was 
fo  amazed  and  out  of  breath,  that  I  could  not 
fpeak  a  word.  In  a  few  minutes  I  came  to  my- 
felf,  and  he  carried  me  fafe  to  my  little  nurfe*,  who 
by  this  time  had  returned  to 'the  place  where 
ihe  left  me,  and  was  in  cruel  agonies  when  I  did 
not  appear,  nor  anfwer  when  fhe  called  :  She 
feverely  reprimanded  the  gardener  on  account  of 
his  dog.  But  the  thing  was  hufhed  up,  and 
never  known  at  court ;  for  the  girl  was  afraid 
of  the  Queen's  anger ;  and  truly,  as  to  myfelf, 
1  I 
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I  thought  it  would  not  be  for  my  reputation  that 
fuch  a  flory  fhould  go  about. 

This  accident  abfolutely  determined  Glumdal- 
clitch  never  to  truft  me  abroad  for  the  future 
out  of  her  fight.  I  had  been  long  afraid  o^  this 
refolution,  and  therefore  concealed  from  her  fome 
little  unlucky  adventures  that  happened  in  thoie 
times  when  I  was  left  by  myfelf.  Once  a  kite,  ho- 
vering over  the  garden,  made  a  floop  at  me,  and  if 
I  had  not  refolutely  drawn  my  hanger,  and  run 
under  a  thick  efpalier,  he  would  have  certainly 
4:arried  mc  away  in  his  talons.  Another  time 
walking  to  the  top  of  a  freQi  mole-hill,  I  fell  tQ 
my  neck  in  the  hole,  through  which  that  animal 
had  caft  up  the  earth,  and  coined  ibme  lie,  not 
worth  remembering,  to  excufe  myfelf  for  fpoiling 
my  clothes.  I  likewife  broke  my  right  (hin  a- 
^ainft  the  ihell  of  a  fnail,  which  I  happened  to 
ftumble  over  as  I  was  walking  alone,  and  think- 
ing on  poor  England.  ' 

I  cannot  teH,  whether  I  ww'C  more  pleafed  or 
momfied  to  obferve  in  thofe  folitary  walks,  that 
the  fmaller  birds  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  afraid 
of  me,  but  would  hop  about  within  a  yard's  di- 
■fiance,  looking,  for  worms  and  other  food,  with 
as  much  indifference  and  iecurity,  as  if  no  crea- 
tupe  at  ail  were  near  them.  I  remember,  a 
thruGb  had  the  confidence  -to  fnatch  out  of  my 
hand,  with  his  bill,  a  piece  of  cake  that  Glum- 
•dalclitch  had  juft  given  me  for  my  breakfaft. 
When  I  attempted  to  catch  any  of  thefe  birds, 
they  would  boldly  turn  againft  me,  endeavouring 
Vol.  V.  O  xa 
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to  pick  my  fingers,  which  I  durft  not  venture 
within  their  reach ;  and  then  they  would  hop 
back  unconcerned  to  hunt  for  worms  or .  &ails| 
as  they  did  before.  But  one  day  I  took  a  thick 
cudgel,  and  threw  it  with  all  my  ftrength  fe 
luckily  at  a  linnet,  that  I  knocked  him  down, 
and  feizing  him  by  the  neck  with  both  my  hands^ 
ran  with  him  in  triumph  to  my  nurfc.  Hof^ 
ever  the  bird,  who  had  only  been  (hmnedj  fe» 
covering  himfelf,  gave  me  Co  many  boxes  wiA 
his  wings  on  both  fides  of  my  head  and  bodyi 
though  I  held  him  at  arms  length,  and  was  out 
of  the  reach  of  his  claws,  that  I  was  twenty 
times  thinking  to  let  him  go.  But  I  was  foon 
relieved  by  one  of  our  ferranfs,  who  wrung  off 
the  bird's  neck,  and  I  had  him  next  day  for 
dinner  by  the  Queen's  command.  This  linnet, 
ns  near  as  I  can  remember,  feemed  to  be  fome» 
•what  larger  than  aa  Englifli  fwan. 

The  maids  of  honour  often  invked  Glumdal- 
ditch  to  their  apartments,  and  defired  (he  would 
bring  me  along  with  her,  on  purpofe  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  and  touching  me.  They  would 
often  ftrip  me  naked  from  top  to  toe,  and  lay  me 
at  full  length  in  their  bofoms  ;  wherewith  I  was 
■much  difgufted;  becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  a 
very  offeniive  fmell  came  from  their  Ikins  ;  which 
I  do  not  mention,  or  intend,  to  the  difadvan- 
t&gc  of  thofe  excellent  ladies,  for  whom  I  have 
all  manner  of  refpeft;  but  I  conceive  that  my 
fenfc  was  more  acute  in  proportion  to  my  little- 
nefsj  and  that  thofe  illuflTious  perfons  were  no 
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more  difagreeable  to  their  lovei-s,  or  to  each 
QCher»  than  people  of  the  fame  quality  are  with 
us  in  England.  And,  after  all,  I  found  their 
zKitural  fmeli  was  much  more  fupportable,  than 
when  they  ufcd  perfumes,  under  which  I  imme- 
diately fwooned  aWay.  I  cannot  forget,  that  an 
mtimate  friend  of  mine  in  Lilliput  took  the  free- 
dom in  a  warm  dtqT)  when  I  had  ufed  a  good 
deal  of  exercife,  Co  complain  of  a  ftrong  fmelL 
about  me,  although  I  am  as  little  faulty  that 
way,  as  moft  of  my  fcx  :  But  I  fuppofe  his  facul- 
ty of  fmelling  was  as  nice  with  regard  to  me,  as 
mine  was  to  that  of  this  people.  Upon  this  point. 
I  cannot  forbear  doing  juftice  to  the  Queen  my 
miftrefs,  and  Glumdaklitch  my  nurfe,  whofe 
perfons  wcfc  as  fweet'  as  thofe  of  any  lady  in 
England. 

That  which  gave  me  moft  uneafineft  among 
xbefe  maids  of  honour  (when  my  nurfe  carried 
me  CO  Tifit  them)  was  to  fee  them  ufe  me  without 
aoy  manner  of  ceremony^  like  a  creature  who 
had  no  fort  of  confequence:  For  they  would 
ftrip  themfelves  to  the  Ikin,  and  put  on  their 
fmocks  in  my  prefence,  while  I  was  placed  on 
thdr  toilet,^  direftly  before  their  naked  bodies^ 
which  I  am  fure  to  me  was  very  far  from  being 
a  tempting  fight ,  or  from  giving  me  any  other 
emotions,  than  thofe  of  horror  and  difguft. 
Thdr  Ikins  appeared  fo  coarfe  and  uneven,  fo 
varioufly  coloured,  when  I  faw  them  near,  with 
a  mole  here  and  there  as  broad  as  a  ti^encher, 
a&d  hairs  hanging  from  it  thicker  than  pack- 
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threads,  to  fxf  ftothing^farther  concerning  the 
reft  of  their  perfons.  Neither  did  they  at  all 
fcniple,  while  I  was  bj,  to  difcharge  what  they 
had  drank,  to  the  quantity  at  leaft  of  two  hogi^ 
heads,  in  a  veflcl  that  held  above  three  tuns.  The 
handfomeft  among  thofe  maids  of  honour,  a 
pleafant  firolicfome  girl  of  iixteen,  would  fome- 
times  iet  me  aftride  upon  one  of  her  nipples, 
with  many  other  tricks,  wherein  the  reader  will 
excu(e  me  for  not  being  over  particular.  Bat  I 
was  fo  much  difpleafed,  that  I  entreated  Glum-^ 
dalclitch  to  contrive  fome  excufe  for  not  feeing 
that  young  lady  any  more. 

One  day  a  young  gentleman,  who  was  nephew 
to  my  nurfe'S  governefs,  came  and  prefled  them 
both  to  fee  an  execution.  It  was  of  a  man,  who 
had  murdered  one  of  that  gentleman's  intimate 
acquaintance.  Gluitidalclitch  was  prevailed  on 
to  be  of  the  company,  very  much  againfl  her 
inclination^  for  fhe  was  naturally  tender-hearted: 
And  as  for  myfelf,  although  I  abhorred  fuch 
kind  of  fpeftacles,  yet  my  curiofity  tempted  me 
to  fee  fomething,  that  I  thought  muft  be  extraor* 
dinary.  The  malefactor  was  fixed  in  a  chair  upon 
a  fcafibld  ereded  for  that  purpofe,  and  his  head 
cut  off  at  one  blow  with  a  fword  of  about  forty 
feet  long.  The  veins  and  arteries  fpouted  up 
fuch  a  prcxiigious  quantity  of  blood,  and  fo  high 
in  the  air,  that  the  great  Jette  d'eau  at  VerfaiUes 
was  not  equal  for  the  time  it  lafted ;  and  the 
head,  when  it  fell-  on  the  fcaffold-floor,  gave  fuch 
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a  bounce  as  made  me  Aart»  although  I  were   at 
kaft  half  an  Englifh  mik  diftant. 

The  Queen,  who  often  ufed  to  hear  ine  talk  of 
my  fea-voyages,  and  took  all  occafions  to  divert 
me  when  I  was  melancholy,  aiked  me  whether  I 
underftood  how  to  handk  a  fail  or  an.  oar,  and 
whether  a  little  exercife  of  rowing  might  not  be 
convenient  for  my  health  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  un« 
derftood  both  very  well :    For  although  my  pror 
per  employment  had  been  to  be  furgeon  or  do£lor 
to  the  fhip,  yet  often  upon  a  pinch  I  was  forced  to 
work  like  a  common  mariner.    But  I  could  not  fee 
how  this  could  be  done  in  their  country,  where 
the  fmalleft  wherry  was  equal  to  a  fird  rate  man 
of  war  among  us,  and  fuch  a  boat  as  I  could  ma^ 
nage  would  never  live  in  any  of  their  rivers:    Her 
MajeAy  faid,  if  I  would  contrive  a  boat,  her  own 
joiner  ihould  make  it,  and  ihe  would  provide  a 
place  for  me  to  fail  in.     The  fellow  was  an  inge- 
nious workman,  and  by  my  inArudlions  in  ten 
days  finifhed  a  pleafure-boat,  with  all  its  tackling^ 
able  conveniendy  to  hold  eight  Europeans.  When 
k  was  finifhed,  the  Queen  was  fb  delighted,  that 
flie  ran  with  it  in  her  lap  to  the  King,  who  or- 
dieted  It  to  be  put  into  a  ciftern  full  of  water  with 
vac  in  it,  by  way  of  trial ;  where  I  could  not  ma- 
na^  my  two  fculls,  or  litde  oars,  for  want  of 
roonu     But  the  Queen  had  before  contrived  an- 
other prt^oft.    She  ordered  the  joiner  to  make  a 
wooden  trough  of  three  h\;ndred  feet  long,  fifty 
broad,  and  eight  deep  \  which  being  well  pitched^ 
tapceTcnt  leaking,  ^n%  placed  .on  the  floor  along; 
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the  wall  in  an  outer  room  of  the  palace.  It  had 
a  cock  near  the  bottom  to  let  ont  the  water,  whea 
k  began  to  grow  ftale ;  and  two  fervants  could 
caiily  fill  it  in  half  an  hour.  Here  I  often  ufed 
to  row  for  my  own  diverfion,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Queen  and  her  ladies,  who  thought  themp 
(elves  well  entertained  with  my  fkill  and  agility. 
Sometimes  I  would  put  up  my  fail,  and  then  my 
buftnefs  was  only  to  fteer,  while  the  ladies  gave 
me  a  gale  with  their  fans  y  and,  when  they  were 
weary,  fbme  of  my  pages  would  blow  my  fail  for* 
ward  with  their  breath,  while  I  (hewed  my  art  by 
fteering  ftarboai\i  or  larboard,  as  I  pleafed* 
When  I  had  done,  Glumdalclitch  always  carried 
back  my  boat  into  her  clofet,  and  hung  it  on  a 
nail  to  dry* 

In  this  exercife  I  once  met  an  accident  whiclv 
had  like  to  have  coft  me  my  life  :  For,  one  of  the 
pages  having  put  my  boat  into  the  trough,  the  go- 
Ternefs,  who  attended  Glumdalclitch,  very  offi- 
cioufly  lifted  me  up  to  place  me  in  the  boat ;  but 
I  happened  to  flip  through  her  fingers,  and  fliould 
infallibly  have  fallen  down  forty  feet  upon  the 
floor,  if,  by  the  luckieft  chance  in  the  world,  I 
had  not  been  (lopped  by  a  corking-pin  that  (hick 
in  the  good  gentlewoman's  ftomacher  ;  the  head 
of  the  pin  pafied  between  my  (hiit  and  the  waifl- 
band  of  my  breeches,  and  thus  I  was  held  by  the 
middle  in  the  air,  till  Glumdalclitch.  tin  to  my. 
relief. 

Another  time,  one  of  the  fervants,  whofi?  of- 
fice it  was  ta  fill  my  trough  every  third  day  with 
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£rc(h  water,  was  fo  carclefs  as  to  let  a  huge  frog 
(not  perceiving  it)  flip  out  of  his  pail.  The  frog 
hy  concealed  till  I  was  put  into  my  boat,  but  then 
ieeing  a  refling-place,  climbed  up,  and  made  it 
lean  fo  much  on  one  flde,  that  I  was  forced  to 
balance  it  with  all  my  weight  on  the  other,  to  pre- 
vent overturning.  When  the  frog  was  got  in,  it 
hopped  at  once  half  the  length  of  the  boat,  and 
then  over  my  head,  backwards  and  forwards^ 
daubing  my  face  and  clothes  with  its  odious  flime» 
The  largenefs  of  *  its  features  made  it  appear  the 
mofl;  deformed  animal  that  can  be  conceived. 
However,  I  defired  Glumdalclitch  to  let  me  deal 
with  it  alone.  I  banged  it  a  good  while  with  one 
of  my  fculls,  and  at  laft  forced  it  to  leap  out  o£ 
the  boat. 

But  the  greateft  danger  I  ever  underwent  in 
that  kingdom,  was  from  a  monkey,  who  belong- 
ed to  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen.  Glum- 
dalclitch had  locked  me  up  in  her  clofet,  while 
flic  went  ibmewhere  upon  bufinefs,  or  a  viiit^ 
The  weather  being  very  warm,  the  clofet-wmdow 
was  left  open>  as  well  as  the  windows  and  the 
door  of  my  bigger  box,  in  which  1  ufually  lived, 
becaufe  of  its  largenefe  and  conveniency.  As  I 
fat  quietly  meditating  at  my  table,  I  heard  fome«* 
thing  bounce  in  at  the  clofet-window,  and  ikip 
about  'bom  one  fide  to  the  other :  Whereat  al- 
diough  I  were  much  alarmed,  yet  I  ventured  to 
look  out,  but  not  ftirring  from  my  feat ;  and 
then  I  faw  this  frolicfome  animal  frifking  and 
leaping  up  and  (}own^  till  at  laft  he  came  to  m^^ 
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box,  wbich  he  feemed  to  Tiew  with  gnmt  pki« 
furc  and  curioiity,  peeping  in  at  the  door  and  t» 
very  window.  I  retreated  to  the  farther  comer 
of  my  room^  or  box ;  but  the  monkey  lo6kmg  in 
at  every  Mcy  put  me  into  fuch  a  fright,  that  I 
wanted  prefcnce  of  mind  to  conceal  myfelf  nodcr 
the  bed,  as  I  might  eafily  have  done.  After 
feme  time  fpent  in  peeping,  grinning,  and  cfaat^ 
tering,  he  at  lafl  efpied  me,  and  reaching  one  of 
his  paws  in  at  the  door,  as  a  cat  does  when  flit 
plays  with  a  moufe,  although  I  often  fhifted 
place  to  avoid  him,  he  at  length  feized  the  lappet 
of  my  coat  (which,  being  made  of  that  country 
filk,  was  very  thick  and  ftrong)  and  draggled  oic 
out.  He  took  me  up  in  his  right  fore-foot^  and 
held  me  as  a  nurfe  does  a  child  fhe  is  going  to 
fuckle,  juft  as  I  have  feen  the  fame  fort  of  crea- 
ture do  with  a  kitten  in  Europe  :  And  when  I 
ofiered  to  ftruggle,  he  fqueezed  me  (b  hard,  that 
I  thought  it  more  prudent  to  fubmit.  I  have 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  took  me  for  a 
young  one  of  his  own  fpedcs,  by  his  often  ftroak* 
mg  my  face  very  gently  with  his  other  paw.  In 
thefe  diverfions  he  was  interrupted  by  a  noifc  at 
the  clofet-door,  as  if  fomebody  were  opening  it  ^ 
whereupon  he  fuddcnly  leaped  up  to  the  window^ 
at  which  he  had  come  in,  and  thence  upon  the 
kads  and  gutters,  walking  upon  three  legs,  and 
holding  me  in  the  fourth,  till  he  clambered  up  ta 
a  roof  that  was  next  to  ours.  I  heard  Gluroda!-^ 
clitch  give  a  ibriek  at  the  moment  he  was  carry^ 
tng  me  out.    The  poor  girl  was  almoft  diftraA-^ 
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d  :  That  quarter  of  the  palace  was  all  in  an  up- 
•oar  ;  the  fervants  ran  for  ladders  j  the  monkey 
iras  fcen  by  hundreds  in  the  court,  fitting  upon 
iie  ridge  of  a  building,  holding  me  like  a  baby  in 
>ne  of  his  fore-paws,  and  feeding  me  with  the 
)ther,  by  cramming  into  my  mouth  fome  vic- 
iials  he  had  fqueezed  out  of  the  bag  on  one  fide 
rf  his  chaps,  and  patting  me  when  I  would  not 
at;  whereat  many  of  the  rabble  below  could  not 
Forbear  laughing  5  neither  do  I  think  they  juftly 
3ught  to  be  blamed,  for  without  queflion  the 
light  was  ridiculous  enough  to  every  body  but  my- 
ilf-  Some  of  the  people  threw  up  ftoncs,  hop- 
ng  to  drive  the  monkey  down  5  but  this  was 
irifUy  forbidden,  or  elfe  very  probably  my 
>rains  had  been  daftied  out. 

The  ladders  were  now  applied,  and  mounted 
jy  feveral  men  j  which  the  monkey  obferving, 
Hid  finding  himfelf  almofl  encompafTed,  not  be- 
Qg  able  to  make  fpeed  enough  with  his  three 
egs,  let  me  drop  on  a  ridge-tyle,  and  made  his 
:fcape«  Here  I  fat  for  fome  time,  five  hundred 
^ds  from  the  ground,  expecting  every  moment 
:6  be  blown  down  by  the  wind,  or  to  fall  by  my 
>wn  giddinefs;  and  come  tumbling  over  and  over 
Tom  the  ridge  to  the  eves  :  But  an  honeft  lad,, 
3tnc  of  my  nurfe's  footmen,  climbed  up,  and  put- 
Jng  me  into  hb  breeches-pocket,  brought  me 
lown  fafe. 

I  was  almoft  choaked  with  the  filthy  fhifF  the 
nonkey  had  crammed  down  my  throat ;  but  my 
kar  little  nurfe  picked  it  out  of  my  mouth  with 
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a  fmall  needle^  and  then  I  fell  a-vomiting,  which 
gave  me  great  relief.  Yet  I  was  fb  weak,  and 
bruifed  in  the  fides  with  the  fqiieezes  given  me 
by  this  odious  animal,  that  I  was  forced  to  keep 
my  bed  a  fortnight.  The  King,  Queen,  and  aU 
the  court,  fcnt  every  day  to  enquire  after  my 
health,  and  her  Majefty  made  me  feveral  vtfiti 
during  my  ficknefs.  The  monkey  was  kiiledf 
and  an  order  made  that  no  fuch  ammai  fhouidte 
kept  about  the  palace. 

When  T  attended  the  King  after  my  recoreryi 
to  return  him  thanks  for  his  favours,  he  was 
pleafed  to  rally  me  a  good  deal  upon  this  adveiw 
turc.  He  aiked  me,  what  my  thoughw  and  fp©. 
culations  were  while  I  lay  in  the  monkey's  paw  j 
how  I  liked  the  viftuals  "he  gave  me  |  his  manner 
of  feeding ;  and  whether  the  frefli  air  on  the  roof 
had  fharpened  my  ftomach.  He  defired  to  know, 
what  I  would  have  done  upon  fuch  an  occaficm 
in  my  own  country.  I  told  his  Majefty,  that  in 
Europe  we  had  no  monkies,  except  fuch  as  were 
brought  for  curiotities  from  other  places,  and  fo 
fmall,  that  I  could  deal  with  a  dozen  of  them  to- 
gether, if  they  prefumed  to  attack  me.  And  as 
for  that  monflrous  aniipal  with  whom  I  was  fa 
lately  engaged  (it  was  indeed  as  large  as  an  ek- 
phant)  if  my  fears  had  not  fuffered  me  to  think 
fo  far  as  to  make  ufe  of  my  hanger  (looking  fierce* 
ly,  and  clapping  my  hand  upon  the  hilt,  as  I 
fpoke)  when  he  poked  his  paw  into  my  chamber, 
perhaps  I  fhould  have  given  him  fuch  a  wodnd, 
as  would  have  made  him  glad  to  withdraw  it  with 
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moce  hafte  than  he  put  it  in.  This  I  delivered  m 
a  firm  tone,  like  a  perfon  who  was  jealous  left  his 
courage  fhould  be  called  in  queftion.  However 
tny  fpeech  produced  nothing  elfe  befides  a  loud 
laugfiter,  which  all  the  refpeA  due  to  his  Majeftjr 
from  thofe  about  him  could  not  make  them  con- 
tuu  This  made  me  reflcA,  how  vain  an  attempt 
it  is  for  a  man  to  endeavour  to  do^  himfelf  honour 
among  thofe,  who  are  out  of  all  degree  of  equa- 
lity or  coniparifon  with  him.  And  yet  I  have 
feen  the  moral  of  my  own  behaviour  very  fre- 
quent in  England  fince  my  return,  where  a  little 
contemptible  varlet,  without  the  leaft  title  to 
birth,  perfon,  wit,  or  common  fenfe,  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  look  with  importance,  and  put  himfelf 
upon  a  foot  with  the  grcateft  perfons  of  the  king- 
dom. 

I  was  every  day  furnifhing  the  court  with  fbme 
ridiculous  ftory  5  and  Glumdalclitch,  although 
ibc  loved  me  to  excefs,  yet  was  arch  enough  to 
inform  the  Queen,  whenever  I  committed  any 
foUy  that  fl»e  thought  would  be  diverting  to  her 
Majefty.  The  girl,  who  had  been  out  of  order, 
was  caiTied  by  her  governefs  to  take  the  air  about 
an  hour's  dUlance,  or  thirty  miles  from  town. 
They  alighted  out  of  the  coach  near  a  fmall  foot- 
path in  a  field,  and  Glumdalclitch  fetting  down 
jny  travelling-box,  I  went  out  of  it  to  walk. 
There  was  a  cow^ung  in  the  path,  and  I  muft 
needs  try  my  aftivity  by  attempting  to  leap  over 
it.  I  took  a  run,  but  unfortunately  jumped 
Shoct^  and  fouod  myielf  juft  in  the  middle  up  to 


i68        GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.       Parttt 

my  knees.  I  waded  through  with  fome  diffi- 
culty, and  one  of  the  footmen  wiped  me  as  dean 
as  he  could  with  his  handkerchief ;  for  I  was  fil- 
thily bemired,  and  my  nurfe  confined  me  to  my 
box,  till  we  returned  home ;  where  the  Queen 
was  foon  informed  of  what  had  pafied,  and  the 
footmen  fpread  it  about  the  court ;  fo  that  all  the 
mirth  for  fome  days  was  at  my  expence. 


CHAR        VI ». 

Several  contrivances  of  the  author  to  pleafe  the  King 
and  ^een.  Hejbews  his  Jkill  in  mufic.  The 
King  enquires  into  the  Jiate  of  England^  which 
the  author  relates  to  him.  The  Kin^s  obfervO' 
tions  thereon* 


IUfed  to  attend  the  King's  levee  once  or  twice 
a-week,  and  had  often  feen  him  under  the 
barber's  hand,  which  indeed  was  at  firft  very  ter- 
rible   ! 

*  In  this  chapter  the  author  gives  an  account  of  the  political 
(late  of  Europe.  His  obfervations  arc  delivered  with  his  ufual 
/pirit  of  humour  and  feverity.  He  appears  mo{^  particularly  af- 
fected with  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  judicature,  and 
complains  of  being  almod  ruined  by 'a  chancery-fuit,  which  was 
determined  in  bis  favour  -with  cofts.  It  muft  be  confcfled,  that  i 
indances  of  this  kind  are  too  frequent  in  onr  courts  of  juftice ; 
and  they  leave«us  no  room  to  boaft  of  the  execution  of  oor  pre- 
fent  laws,  however  excellent  the  laws,  in  their  own  original 
foundation,  may  have  been.  Judgment ,  -when  turned  into  •worm-' 
ivnod,  is  bitter;  1)ut  delays,  as  Lord  Bacon  obferves,  turA  it  into 
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rible  to  behold  ;  for  the  razor  was  ahnoft  twice 
as  long  as  an  ordinary  fcytbe.  His  Majefly,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  only 
fliaved  twice  a-week.  I  once  prevailed  on  the 
barber  to  give  me  fome  of  the  fuds  or  lather, 
out  of  which  I  picked  forty  or  fifty  of  fhe  ftrong- 
cft  ftumps  of  hair.  I  then  took  a  piece  of  fine 
wood,  and  cut  it  like  the  back  of  a  comb,  making 
feveral  holes  in  it  at  equal  diftance  with  as  fmall 
a  needle  as  I  could  get  from  Glumdalclitch.  I 
fixed  in  the  ftumps  fo  artificially,  fcraping  and 
{loping  them  with  my  knife  towards  the  points, 
that  I  made  a  very  tolerable  comb ;  which  was  a 
feafonaUe  fupply,  my  own  being  fo  much  broken 
in  the  teeth,  that  it  was  almoft  ufelefs  :  Neither 
did  I  know  any  artift  in  that  country  fo  nice  and 
exadt,  as  would  undertake  to  make  me  another. 

And  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  amufement, 
wherein  I  fpent  many  of  my  Icifure  hours.  I  dc- 
fired  the  Queen's  woman  to  fave  for  me  the 
combings  of  her  Majefty's  hair,  whereof  in  time 
I  got  a  good  quantity  ;  and  confulting  with  my 
Vol.  V.  P  friend 

vinegar.  It  becomes  (harp  and  corroding :  And  certainly  it  is 
more  eligible  to  -die  immediately  by  the  wound  of  an  enemy, 
than  to  decay  lingering  by  poifon,  adminidered  from  a  Teeming 
friend.     Orrery, 

The  noble  commentator  is  miflaken  as  to  his  firfl  obferva- 
tion ;  for  GuHiver  has  here  given  a  political  account  of  no  coun- 
try bat  England.  It  is  however  a  miftakc  to  which  any  com- 
mentator would  have  been  liable,  who  had  read  little  more  than 
the  titles  or  contents  of  the  chapters,  into  uhich  this  work  is 
divided  ;  for  the  word  Europe  has  in  fome  Englirti,  and  all  the 
Irifh  editions,  been  printed  in  the  title  of  this  chapter,  inftead 
of  England,    Havfkef, 
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fiiend  the  cabiDCt-maker,  who  had'  received  ge- 
neral orders  to  do  little  jobs  for  me,  I  dire6Ved 
liim  to  make  two  chair-frames,  no  larger  than 
thofc  I  had  in  my  box,  and  then  to  bore  little 
holes  with  a  fine  awl  round  thofe  parts  where  I 
dedgncd  tfic  backs  and  feats ;  through  thefe  holes 
1  wove  the  ftrongeft  hairs  I  could  pick  out,  juft 
after  the  manner  of  cane-chairs  in  England. 
When  they  were  finifhed,  I  made  a  prefent  of 
them  to  her  Majefty,  who  kept  them  in  her  ca- 
binet, and  ufed  to  fhew  them  for  curiofities,  as 
indeed  they  were  the  wonder  of  every  one  that 
beheld  them.  The  Queen  would  have  had 
me  lit  upon  one  of  thefe  chairs  ;  but  I  abfolutely 
refufcd  to  obey  her,  protefting  1  would  rather 
die  a  thoufand  deaths  than  place  a  difhonotirable 
part  of  my  body  on  thofe  precious  hairs,  that 
once  adorned  her  Majefty 's  head.  Of  thefe  hairs 
(as  I  had  always  a  mechanical  genius)  I  likewife 
made  a  neat  little  purfe  about  five  feet  long,  with 
her  Majcfty's  name  deciphered  in  gold  letters, 
which  I  gave  to  Glumddlclitch  by  the  Queen's 
confent.  To  fay  the  truth,  it  was  more  for  fhew 
than  ufe,  being  not  of  ftrength  to  bear  the  weight 
of  the  larger  coins,  and  therefore  fhe  kept  no- 
thing in  it  but  fome  little  toys  that  girls  arc  fond 
of. 

The  King,  who  delighted  in  mufic,  had  fre- 
quent concerts  at  court,  to  which  I  was  fome- 
times  carried,  and  fet  in  my  box  on  a  table  to 
hear  them :  But  the  noife  was  fo  great,  that  I 
could  hardly  diftjnguiih  the  tunes.    I  am  confi- 

4cnt, 
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dent|  that  all  the  drums  and  trumpets  of  a  royal 
army,  beating  and  founding  together  juft  at  your 
ears,  could  not  equal  it.  My  praftice  was  to  have 
my  box  removed  from  the  place  where  the  per- 
formers fat,  as  far  as  I  could,  then  to  ihut  the 
doors  and  windows  of  it,  and  draw  the  window- 
curtains  ;  after  which  I  found  their  mufic  not 
difagree^ble. 

I  had  learned  in  my  youth  to  play  a  little  up- 
on the  fpinet.  Glumdalclitch  kept  one  in  her 
chamber,  and  a  mafter  attended  twice  a-week  to 
teach  her :  I  called  it  a  fpinet,  becaufe  it  fome- 
what  refembled  that  inftrument,  and  was  played 
upon  in  the  fame  manner.  A  fancy  came  into 
my  head,  that  I  would  entertain  the  King  and 
Queen  .with  an  Englifh  tune  upon  this  inflrument. 
But  this  appeared  extremely  difficult,  for  the 
fpinet  was  near  fixty  feet  long,  each  key  being 
sdmoft  a  foot  wide,  fo  that  with  my  arms  ex- 
tended I  could  no  treach  to  above  five  keys,  and  to 
prefs  them  down  required  a  good  fmart  ftroke 
with  my  fift,  which  would  be  too  great  a  labour, 
and  to  no  purpofe.  The  method  I  contrived 
was  this :  I  prepared  two  round  flicks  about  the 
bignefs  of  common  cudgels  j  they  were  thicker 
at  one  end  than  the  other,  and  I  covered  the 
thicker  end  with  a  piece  of  a  moufe's  £kin,  that, 
by  rapping  on  them,  I  might  neither  damage 
the  tops  of  the  keys,  nor  interrupt  the  found. 
Before  the  fpinet  a  bench  was  placed  about  four 
feet  below  the  keys,  and  I  was  upon  the  bench. 
I  ran  fideling  upon  it  that  way  and  this,  as  fafl: 
P  2  "J^^. 
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te- 


as I  could,    banging  the  proper  kejs  with  mj 
two  ilicks,  and  made  a  fhift  to  play  a  jigg,  to  the 
gvcat  fatisfaclion  of  both  their  Majedies  :   But    l^i 
it  was  the  moft  violent  exercife  I  ever  underwent,    1^^. 
and  yet  I  could  not  ftrike  above  fixteen  keys,  nor    L 
confequently  play  the  bafe  and  treble  together,  as       -^ 
other  art  ills   do  ;  which  was  a  great  difadvan-      ^^ 
tage  to  my  performance. 

The  King,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  was  a 
prince  of  excellent  underftanding,    would  fre- 
quently order  that  I  fliould  be  brought  in  a  box, 
and  fet  upon  the  table  in  his  clofet  :  He  would 
then  command  me  to  bring  one  of  my  chairs 
out  of  the  box,  and  fit  down  within  three  yards 
diftance   upon   the   top   of  the   cabinet,    which 
brought  me  almoft  to  a  level  with  his  fiace.     la 
this  manner  I  had  feveral  converfations  with  him. 
I  one  day  took  the  freedom  to  tell  his  Majefty, 
that  the  contempt  he  difcovered  towards  Europe, 
and  the  reft  of  the  world,  did  not  feem  anfwer- 
able  to   thofe  excellent  qualities  of  mind  that  he 
was  mafter  of :   That  reafon  did  not  extend  itfelf 
with  the  bulk  of  the  body  ;    on  the  contrary,  we 
obferved  in  our  country,  that  the  talleft  perfons 
were  ufually  leaft  provided  with  it  :  That  among 
other  animals,  bees  and  ants  had  the  reputation 
of  more  induftry,  art,  and  fagacity,  than  many 
of  the  larger  kinds  ;    and  that,  as  inconfiderable 
as  he  took  me  to  be,  I  hoped  I  might  live  to 
do  his  Majefty  fome  fignal  fervice.     The  King 
heard  me  with  attention,  and  began  to  conceive  a 
much  better  opinion  of  me  than  he  had  ever  be 

fore. 
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fore.  He  dcfircd  I  would  give  him  as  exaft  an 
jurcount  of  the  government  of  England,*  as  I  pof- 
fibly  could  \  becaufe,  as  fond  as  princes  commonly 
arc  of  their  own  cuftoms,  (for  fo  he  conjecharcd 
of  other  monarchs  by  my  former  difcourfes)  he 
ihould  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  thing  that  might 
deferve  imitation. 

Imagine  with  thyfelf,  courteous  reader,  how 
often  I  then  wilhed  for  the  tongue  of  Demoft- 
henes  or  Cicero,  that  might  have  enabled  me  to 
,  celebrate  the  praife  of  my  own  dear  native  coun- 
try in  a  ftyle  equal  to  its  merits  and  felicity. 

I  began  my  difcourfe  by  informing  his  Maje- 
fty,  that  our  dominions  confifted  of  two  illands, 
which  compofed  three  mighty  kingdoms  under 
one  foVereign,  befides  our  plantations  in  Ameri- 
ca. I  dwelt  long  upon  the  fertility  of  our  foil,, 
and  the  temperature  of  our  climate.  I  then  fpoke 
at  large  upon  the  conftitution  of  an  Ehglifh  par- 
liament, partly  made  up  of  an  illuftrious  body 
called  the  hbufe  of  peers,  perfons  of  the  nobleftr 
blood,  and  of  the  moft  antient  and  ample  patri- 
monies. I  defcribed  tliat  extraordinary  care  al- 
ways taken  of  their  education  in  arts  and  arms, 
to  qualify  them  for  being  counfellors  both  to  the 
Eing  and  kingdom  ;  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  legis- 
lature ;.  to  be  ipembers  of  the  higheft  court  of 
judicature,  from  whence  there  could  be  no  ap- 
peal ;  and  to  be  champions  always  ready  for  the 
defence  of  their  prince  and  country,  by  their  va- 
lour, conduft,  and  fidelity.  That  thefe  were 
&fi  ornament  and  bulwark  of  the  kingdom^  wor- 
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thy  followers  of  their  moft  renowned  anceftors^ 
whofe  honour  had  heen  the  rev^ard  of  their 
virtue,  from  which  their  pofterity  were  ne- 
ver once  known  to  degenerate.  To  thefe  were 
joined  feveral  holy  pcrfons,  as  part  of  that  afiem- 
bly,  under  the  title  of  bifliops,  whofe  peculiar  bo- 
finefs  it  is  to  take  care  of  religion,  and  of  thofe 
who  inftruft  the  people  thereia^  Thefe  were 
fearched  and  fought  out  through  the  whole  na- 
tion, by  the  prince  and  his  wifeft  counfellors,  a- 
mong  fuch  of  the  priefthood,  as  were  moft  dc- 
fervedly  diftinguifhed  by  the  fanftity  of  their 
lives,  and  the  depth  of  their  erudition,  who 
were  indeed  the  fpiritual  fathers  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  people. 

That  the  other  part  of  the  parliament  confifted 
of  an  affembly  called  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 
were  all  principal  gentlemen,  freely  picked  apd 
culled  out  by  the  people  themfelves,  for  their 
great  abilities  and  love  of  their  country,  to  repre- 
fent  the  wifdom  of  the  whole  nation*  And  that 
thefe  two  bodies  made  up  the  moft  auguft  aflem- 
bly  in  Europe,  to  whom,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
pi-ince,  the  whole  legiflature  is  committed. 

I  then  defcended  to  the  courts  of  juftice,  over 
which  the  judges,  thofc  venerable  fages  and  in- 
terpreters of  the  law,  prefided  for  determining 
thje  difputed  rights  and  properties  of  men,  as  well 
as  for  the  punifliment  of  vice,  and  protection  of 
innocence.  I  mentioned  the  prudent  manage- 
ment of  our  trcafury,  the  valour  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  our  forces  by  fca  and  land.  I  comput- 
ed 
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lumber  of  our  people,  by  reckoning  how 
iillion&  there  might  be  of  each  religious 
political  party  among  us.  I  did  not  omit 
r  fports  and  paftimcs,  or  any  other  par- 
which  I  thought  might  redound  to  the 
of  my  country.  And  I  finifhed  all  with 
[liflorical  "kccount^  of  afiairs  and  events  iti 
1  for  about  an  hundred  years  paft. 
converfation  was  not  ended  under  five 
es,  each  of  feveral  hours  5  and  the  King 
he  whole  with  great  attention,  frequently 
notes  of  what  I  fpoke,  as  well  as  me^tio- 
is  of  what  queftions  he  intended  to  afk 

n  I  had  put  an  end  to  thefe  long  difcour- 
Majefty,  in  a  fixth  audience,  confulting 
es,  propofed  many  doubts,  queries  and 
►ns  upon  every  article.  He  afked  what 
Is  we  ufed  to  cultivate  the  minds  and  bo- 
our  young  nobility,  and  in  what  kind  of 
I  they  commonly  fpent  the  firfl  and  teach- 
rt  of  their  lives.  "What  courfe  was  taken 
ply  that  a£embly  when  any  noble  family 
extinct.  What  qualifications  were  nece£- 
thofe  who  are  to  be  created  new  lords  : 
.er  the  humour  of  the  prince,  a  fum  of 
to  a  court  lady  or  a  prime  minifter,  or  a 
of  ftrcngthening  a  party  oppoiire  to  the 
intereft,  ever  happened  to  be  motives  in 
dvancements.  What  fhare  of  knowledge 
)rds  had  in  the  laws  of  their  country,  and 
ley  came  by  it^  ib  as  to  enable  them  \o  <\^* 
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cide  the  properties  of  their  fellow-fubje£b  in  t&e 
laft  refort.  Whether  they  were  •  always  ib  free 
from  avai'icc^  partialities^  or  want,  that  a  bribe 
or  fome  other  iinifter  view,  could  have  no  plate 
among  them.  Whether  thoie  holy  lords  I  fpoke 
of,  were  always  promoted  to  that  rank,  upon  ac- 
count of  their  knowledge  in  feligious  matters,, 
and  the  fan^tity  of  their  lives ;  had  never  been 
compilers  with  the  times  while  they  were  com- 
mon priefls,  or  flavifh  proftitute  chaplains  to 
fome  nobleman,  whofe  opinions  they  continued 
fervilely  to  follow,  after  they  were  admitted  mta 
that  afTembly. 

He  then  defired  to  know,  what  arts  were 
pra£tifed  in  tledting  thofe  whom  I  called  com- 
moners :  Whether  a  ftranger  with  a  ftrong  puf  fc. 
might  not  influence  the  vulgar  voters  to  chufe 
him  before  their  own  landlord,  or  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood.  How^ 
it  came  to  pafs  that  people  were  fo  violently  bent 
upon  getting  into  this  afiembly,  which  I  allowed 
to  be  a  great  trouble  and  expence,  often  to  the  - 
min  of  their  families,  without  any  falary  or  pen* 
fion  :  Becaufe  this  appeared  fuch  an  exalted 
fti-ain  of  virtue  and  public  fpirit,  that  his  Maje- 
fty  feemed  to  doubt  it  might  poflibly  not  be  al- 
ways fincere :  And  he  defired  to  know,  whether 
fuch  zealous  gentlemen  could  have  any  views  of 
refunding  themfelves  for  the  charges  and  trou- 
ble they  were  at,  by  facrificing  the  public  good 
to  the  defigns  of  a  weak  and  Tacious  prince,  iii 
conjunftion  with  a  corrupted  miniftry.    He  ihuU 

u^liedl 
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tiplied  his  queftions,  and  (ifted  me  thoroughly 
upon  evciy  part  of  this  head,  propofing  num- 
ba^lefs  enquiries  and  objedlions,  which  I  think 
it  not  prudent  or  convenient  to  repeat. 

Upon  what  I  faid  in  relation  to  our  courts  of 
juftice,  his  Majefty  defined  to  be  fatisfied  in  feve- 
ral  points :  And  this  I  was  the  better  able  to  do, 
having  been  formerly  almoft  ruined  by  a  long 
fuit  in  chancery,  which  was  decreed  for  me  with 
cofts.  He  afked  what  time  was  ufually  fpcnt  la 
determining  between  right  and  wrong,  and  what 
degree  of  expcnce.  Whether  advocates  and  ora- 
tors had  liberty  to  plead  in  caufcs  manifeftly 
known  to  be  unjuft,  vexatious,  or  oppreflive. 
Whether  paity  in  religion  or  politics  were  ob- 
fcrved  to  be  of  any  weight  in  the  fcale  of  juftice. 
Whether  thofe  pleading  orators  were  perfons  edu- 
cated in  the  general  knowledge  of  equity,  or  on- 
ly in  provincial,  national,  and  other  local  cu- 
ftoms.  Whether  they  or  their  judges  had  any 
part  in  penning  thofe  laws,  which  they  affumed 
the  liberty  of  interpreting  and  gloffing  upon  at 
their  pleafure.  Whether  they  had  ever  at  dif- 
ferent times  pleaded  for  and  againft  the  fame 
cauie,  and  cited  precedents  to  prove  contrary  o- 
pinions.  Whether  they  were  a  rich  or  poor 
corporation.  Whether  they  received  any  pe- 
cuniary reward  for  pleading  or  delivering  their 
opinions.  And  particularly,  whether  they  were 
ever  admitted  as  members  in  the  lower  fenate. 

He  fell  next  upon  the  management  of  our 
treafury )  and  faid,  he  thought  my  memory  had 
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failed  me,  becaufo  I  computed  our  taxes  at  about 
five  or  fix  millions  a-year ,  and,  when  I  came  to 
mention  the  ilTues,  he  found  they  fometimea 
amounted  to  more  than  double  :  For  the  notes 
he  had  taken  were  very  particular  in  tliis  point, 
becaufc  he  hoped,  a^  he  told  me,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  our  conduct  might  be  ufeful  to  him,  and 
he  could  not  ht  deceived  in  his  calculations.  But| 
if  what  I  told  him  were  true,  he  was  ftill  at  a  : 
lofs  how  a  kingdom  could  run  out  of  its  eftate 
like  a  private  pei^on.  He  aiked  me,  who  were 
our  creditors  ;  and  where  we  found  money  to 
pay  them.  He  wondered  to  hear  me  talk  of 
fuch  chargeable  and  expenfive  wars  ;  that  ccr* 
tainly  we  muft  be  a  quarrelfome  people,  or  live 
among  very  bad  neighbours,  and  that  our  gene* 
rals  muft  needs  be  richer  than  our  kings.  He 
aiked  what  buEnefs  we  had  out  of  our  own 
iflands,  unlefs  upon  the  fcore  of  trade  or  treaty, 
or  to  defend  the  coafts  with  our  fleet.  Above 
all,  he  was  amazed  to  hear  me  talk  of  a  merce- 
nary ftanding  army  in  the  midft  of  peace^  and 
among  a  free  people.  He  faid,  if  we  were  go- 
verned by  our  own  confent  in  the  perfons  of  our 
reprefentatives,  he  could  not  imagine  of  whom 
we  were  afraid,  or  againft  whom  we  were  to 
fight ;  and  would  hear  my  opinion,  whether  a 
private  man's  houfe  might  not  better  be  defend- 
ed by  himfelf,  his  children,  and  familf ,  than  by 
half  a  dozen  rafcals,  picked  up  at  a  venture  in  the 
ftreets  for  fmall  wages,  who  might  get  an  hun- 
dred times  more  by  cutting  their  throats. 

He 
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He  laughed  at  my  odd  kind  of  arithmctick 
(as  he  was  plcafed  to  call  it)  in  reckoning  the 
numhers  of  our  people,  by  a  computation  drawn 
from  the  feveral  fedts  among  us  in  religion  an4 
politics.  He  faid,  he  knew  no  reafon  why  thofe^ 
who  entertain  opinions  prejudicial  to  the  public, 
(hquld  be  obliged  to  change,  or  fhould  not  be 
obUged  to  conceal  them.  And  as  it  was  tyrran* 
ay  in  any  government  to  require  the  firft,  fo  it 
vas  weaknefs  not  to  enforce  the  fecond  :  For  a 
man  may  be  allowed  to  keep,  poifbns  in  his 
clofet,  but  not  to  vend  them  about  for  cordials. 

He  obferved,  that  among  the  divcrfions  of 
our  nobility  and  gentry  I  had  mentioned  gam- 
ing ;  he  defired  to  know  at  what  age  this  en-  , 
tertainment  was  ufually  taken  up^  and  when  it 
was  laid  down  :  How  much  of  their  time  it  em- 
ployed :  Whether  it  ever  went  fo  high  as  to  af- 
feft  their  fortunes :  Whether  mean  vicious  peo- 
ple, by  their  dexterity  in  that  art,  might  not  ar- 
rive at  great  riches,  and  Ibmetimes  keep  our  ve- 
ry npbles  in  dependence,  as  well  as  habituate 
them,  to  vile  companions,  wholly  take  them 
from  the  improvement  of  their  minds,  and  force 
them,  by  the  lofles  they  received,  to  learn  and 
praftife  that  infamous  dexterity  upon  others. 

He  was  perfeftly  aftonifhed  with  the  hiftorical 
account  I  gave  him'  of  our  affairs  during  the  laft 
century,  protcfting  it  was  only  a  heap  of  confpi- 
racies,  rebellions,  murders,  maffacres,  revoluti- 
ons, banifhments  5  the  very  worft  effeiSts  that 
avarice,  fa£tion^  hypocrify,  perfidioufnefs,  cruel- 

^1> 
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ty>   rage,  maJnefs,  hatred,  envy,   luft,    malk#^^^ 
and  ambition,  could  produce*  ^    ^ 

His  Majedy,  in  another  audience,  was  at  thF^  ^ 
pains  to  recapitulate  the  fum  of  all  I  had  fpokif^" 
en  ;  compared  the  quefUons  he  made  wkh  ihii^ 
anfwers  I  had  given  :  Then  taking  me  into  hm^ 
hands,  and  ftroaking  me  gently,  delivered  him  J 
felf  in  thefe  words,  which  I  fhall  never  forget, 
nor  the  manner  he  fpoke  them  in  :  My  littkj 
friend  Grildrig,  you  have  made  a  moft  admirabk 
panegyric  upon  your  country ;  you  have  clear-' 
ly  proved,  that  ignorance,  idlenefs,  and  vice  arc 
the  proper  ingredients  for  qualifying  a  legiflator; 
that  laws  ar?  beft  explained,'  interpreted,  and  ap- 
plied by  thofe  whofe  intereft  and  abilities  lie  in 
perverting,  confounding,  and  eluding  them.  I 
obferve  among  you  fome  lines  of  an  inftitution, 
which  in  its  original  might  have  been  tolerable, 
but  thefe  half  erafed,  and  the  reft  wholly  bhirred 
and  blotted  by  corruptions.  It  doth  not  appear 
from  all  you  have  faid,  how  any  one  perfetftion 
is  required  toward  the  procurement  of  any  one 
ftation  among  you  ;  much  lefs  that  men  are  en- 
nobled on  account  of  their  virtue,  that  priefts 
are  advanced  for  their  piety  or  learning,  foldiers 
for  their  conduft  or  valour,  judges  for  their  in- 
tegrity, fenators  for  the  love  of  their  country, 
or  counfcllors  for  their  wifdom-  As  for  your- 
felf,  continued  the  King,  who  have  fpent  the 
greatcft  part  of  your  life  in  travelling,  I  am 
well  difpofed  to  hope  you  may  hitherto  luivc 
cfcaped  many  vices  of  your  country.  >\mi  b/ 

I  *fT?what 
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iJt  what  I  have  gathered  fcom  your  own  relation, 
«  and  the  anfwers  I  have  with  much  pains  wringed 
-  A  snd  extorted  from  70U,  1  cannot  but  conclude 
3h  the  bulk  of  your  natives  to  be  the  moft  pernici- 
r  ous  race  of  little  odious  vermin,  that  nature  ever 
.1.  fixffered  to  crawl  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth. . 


c  HAP.     vn». 

7he  auihot^s  love  of  his  country.  He  males  a  propom. 
fal  of  much  advantage  to  the  Kingy  which  is  re* 
jeEfed.  The  Kin^s  great  ignorance  in  politics. 
The  '/earning  of  that  country  very  imperfeff  and 
confined.  The  laws,  and  military  affairs , '  and 
parties  in  thejlate. 

NOTHING  but  an  extreme  love  of  truth 
could  have  hindered  me  from  concealing 
this  part  of  my  ftory.  It  was  in  vain  to  difcover 
my  refentments,  which  were  always  turned  into 
ridicule  ;  and  I  was  forced  to  reft  with  patience, 
while  my  noble- and  moft  beloved  country  was  fo 
Vol.  V.  .    .     ,        .   Q^  injurioufly 

■  •  This  chapter  contakis  fuch  farcafms  on  the  ftni^hirc  of  the 
farnnan  body,  wtop  plainly  (hew,  that  the  author  was  unwilling 
to  loic  any.  Ojpportonity  pf  debafing  and  ridiculing  his  own  ipc- 
dfS.— r-^0frc  axefle£Uun  naturally  occurs,  which,  without  any 
lupcit6U(ttt»^  katds tacitly  to  admire  and  cdnfefs^  the  ways  of  Pro- 
vidalict^J^r'this  great -genius,  this  mighty  wit,  who  fecmed  to 
"  ^^^^  At  all  manibind,:  Hved  not  only  to  be  an  example 
i  his  own  pride,  ^and  to  terrify  ours,  but  underwent 
•the  grcateft  mtferics  to  which  human  tiaiw\t\s\»>a\t% 
— ^5^rf^ author's  life,  prefixed  loVoV.l, 
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uijurioufly  treated.  I  am  as*  lieartily  fbrry  at 
any  of  my  readers  can  pof&Uy  be,  that  fuch  aa 
occafion  was  given  :  But  this  prince  happened  to 
be  fo  curious  and  inquifitive  upon  every  parti- 
cular, that  it  could  not  confift  either  with  gi*ati- 
tude  or  good  maanerS)  to  refiife  giving  him  what 
fatisfaAion  I  was  able.  Yet  thus  much  I  may  be 
allowed  to  fay  in  my  own  vindication,  that  I  art- 
fully eluded  many  of  hi^  queftions,  and  gave  to 
every  point  a  more  favourable  turn  by  many  de- 
grees than  the  ftriAnefs  of  truth  would  allow. 
For  I  have  always  borne  that  laudable  partiality 
to  my  own  country,  which  Dionyfius  Ualicar- 
naflenfis  with  fo  much  juftice  recommends  to  an 
hiftorian :  I  would  hide  the  frailties  aqd  tlefbr- 
mities  of  my  political  mother,  and  place  her  vir- 
tues and  beauties  in  the  moft  advantageous  Ught. 
This  was  my  fincere  endeavour  in  thofe  many 
difcourfds  I  had  with  that  monarchy  although  it 
tmfortunatciy  failed  of  fuccefs. 

But  great  allowances  (hould  be  given  to  a 
king  who  Kves  wholly  fecluded  from  the  reft  of 
the  world,  and  muft  therefore  be  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  that 
moft  prevail  in  other  nations :  The  want  of 
which  knowledge  wfll  ever  produce  inany  preju' 
dscfSf  and  a  certain  narrownefs  of  thinkings  from 
which  we  and  the  politer  countries  of  Europe  arc 
wholly  exempted.  And  it  would  be  hard  indeed^ 
if  fo  remote  a  prince's  notions  of  virtue  and 
vice,  were  to  be  offered  as  a  fiandard  for  all 
mankind. 
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To  confirm  what  I  have  now;  faid,  and  further 
to  (hew  the  miferable  efibds  of  a  confined  educa- 
tion^ I  (hall  here  infert  a  paflage  which  will  hard- 
ly obtain  belief.  In  hopes  to  ingratiate  myfelf 
farther  into  his  Majeft/s  favour,  I  tol4  him  of 
an  invention,  difcovered  between  three  and  four 
hundred  years  ago,  to'make  a  certain  powder,  in- 
to an  heap  of  which  the  fmalleft  fpark  of  fire 
falling  would  kindle  the  whole  in  a  moment^ 
although  it  were  as  big  as  a  mountain,  and  make 
it  all  fly  up  in  the  air  together,  with  a  noife  and 
agitation  greater  than  thunder*  That  a  propet* 
quantity  of  this  powder  rammed  into  an  hoUoir 
tube  of  brafs  or  iron,  according  to  its  bignefii) 
would  drive  a  ball  of  iron  or  lead  with  fuch  vio- 
lence and  fpeed,  as  nothing  was  able  to  fuftain  its 
force.  That  the  largeft  balls  thus  difcharged 
would  not  only  deftroy  whok  ranks  of  an  army 
at  once,  but  batter  the  ftrofigeft  walls  •  to  the 
ground,  fink  doWto  (hips  with  a  thoufand  men 
in  each,  to  the  bottom  of  the  iea ;  and  -whea 
linked  together  by  a  chain,  would  cut  through 
mafts  and  rigging,  divide  hundreds  of  bodies  in 
the  mi^le,  and  hiy  all  wafte  before  them.  That 
we  often  put  this  powder  into  large  hollow  baits 
of  iron,  and  difcharged  them  by  an  engine  intd 
fome  dty  we  were  befieging,  which  would  rip  up 
the  pavements,  tear  the  houfes  to  pieces,  bui*ft 
and  throw  fplinters  on  every  fide,  dafhing  out 
the  brsuns  of  all  who  came  near.  That  I  kne# 
the  ingredients  very  well,  which  were  cheap  and 
conunon;   I  underftood  the   manner  of  com.* 

0^2  "fO^SLtv^Ytv^ 
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pounding  ithi^m,  and  could  direct  his  workiiicn 
how  to  make  thofe  tubes  of  a  fize  proportiona- 
ble to  all  other  things  in  his  Majefty's  kingdonii 
and  the  largeil  need  not  be  above  an  hundred 
feet  long ;  twenty  or  thirty  of  which  tubes, 
charged  .with  the  proper  quantity  .of  powder  and 
balls,  wx>ukl  batter  down  the  walk  of  the  ftrong- 
eCl  town  in;  his  dominions,  in  a  few  hours,  ot 
dciipoy  ^^^  whole  metropolis,  if  ever  it  ihould 
pretend  to  difpute  his  abfolute  commands.  Thu 
I  humbly  offered  to  his  Majedy,  as  a  fmall  tri- 
bute of  acknowledgment;  in  return  of  fo  many 
maL'ks  that  I  had  received  of  his  rOyal  favow: 
and  proteAion.  . 

The  King  was  0:ruck  with  horror  at  the  dc- 
fcription  I  had  given  of  thofe  terrible  engines^ 
and  the  propofal  I  had  made.  He  was  amazed, 
how  fo  impotent  and  groveling  an  infcdt  as  I 
(thefe  were  his  exprd&ons)  could  entertain  fuch 
inhuman  ideas,,  and  in  fo  familiar  a  manner,. as 
to  appear  wholly  unmoved  at  all  the  fcenes  of 
blood  and  defolation,  which  I  had  painted  as  the 
common  effeAs  of  thofe  deftru^ve  machines, 
whereof  he  faid  fome  evil  genius,  enemy^o  man- 
kind, muft  have  been  thus  firft  contriver.  As  far 
himfelf,  he  protcfled,  that  although  few  things 
delighted  him  fo  much  as  new  difcoveri^s  in  art 
or  in  nature,  yet  he  would  rather  lofe  half  his 
kingdom,  than  to  be  privy  to  fuch  a  fecret, 
which  he  commanded  me,  as  I  valued  my  life, 
never  to  mention  any  more. 

,         A 


A  ftr^nge  cflfcfik  of  narrow  jfrincipks  and  Jbart 
vuwj  f  that  a ,  prince  pofTeflcd  of  every  quality 
which  procures  veneration,  love^  and  efteem ; 
of  ftroQg  parts,  great  wifdom^.  and  profound 
learning,  endowed  with  admirable  talents  for 
government,  and  almoft  adored^  hj  his  fubjc^, 
ihouM,  from  a  aki  unniciffary  fcruple^  whereof 
ki  Europe  we  can  h^ve  no  coiKeptiQn'y  let  flip  an 
opportunity  put  into  his  hand  that  would  have 
made  \k\in  abiblute  mailer  of  the  lives,  the  liber- 
ties, and  the  fortunes  of  his  people.  Neither  do  > 
I  fay  this  with  the  kail  intention  to  detraA  from 
the  many  virtues  of  that  excellent  King,  whoip 
«haraAer  I  am  fenfible  will  on  this  account  be 
very  much  lefiened  in  the  opinion  of  an  Englifh 
leader;  but  I  take  this  defeA  among  them  to 
have  rifiui  from  their  ignorance,  by  not  having , 
hitherto  reduced  politics  into  a  fcience,  as  th^ 
more  acute  wits  of  Europe  have  done.  For  J 
remember  veiy  well,  in  a  difcourfe  one  day  with 
die  King,  when.  I  happened  to  fay  there  were 
icverai  thoufand  books  among  us  written  upon 
the  art  of  government ^  it  gave  him  (direAly  con- 
trary to*  my  intention)  a  very  mean  opinion  of 
our  underftandings.  He  profefled  both  to  abo- 
minate and  defpife  all  mjftery,  refiftement, .  znd 
intrigue f  either  iq.  a  prince  or  a  minifter.  He 
could  not  tellwhat  I  meant,  by  y^rr///  ofjtate,  where 
an  enemy,  or  fome  rival  nation,  were  not  in  the 
cafe.  He  confined  the  knowledge  of  governing, 
within  very  narrow  bounds,  to  common  fenfe 
and  reafon,  to  juftice  and  lenity,  to  the  fpeedy/ 
0^3  determinaxioax 
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determination  of  civil  and  criminal  caufes ;  with 
fome  other  obvious  topics,  which  arc  not  worth 
confidcring.  And  he  gave  it  for  his  opinioiii 
that  whoever  could  make  two  ears  of  com,  or 
two  blades  of  grafs,  to  grow  upon  a  fpot  of 
ground  where  only  one  grew  before,  would  d6- 
ferve  better  of  mankind,  and  do  more  efientia^ 
fervice  to  his  country,  than  the  whole  race  of 
politicians  put  together. 

The  learning  of  this  people  is  very  dcfeftive, 
confifting  only  in  morality,  hiftory,  poetry,  and 
mathematics,  wherein  they  muft  be  allowed  to 
excel.  But  the  laft  of  thefe  is  wholly  applied  to 
what  may  be  ufcftil  in  life,  to  the  hnprovemem 
of  agriculture,  and  all  mechanical  arts ;  fo  that 
among  us  it  would  be  little  efteemed.  And  as 
to  ideas,  entitles,  abftraftions,  and  tranfcenden<- 
tals,  I  could  never  drive  the  Icaft  conception  mta 
their  heads. 

No  law  of  that  country  muft  exceed'  in  wonts 
the  ntrmber  of  fetters  in  their-  alphabet,  which 
confifts  only  of  two  and  twenty.  But  indeed  few 
of  them  extend  even  to  that  length.  They  arc 
cxpreffed  in  the  moft  plain  and  fimple  terms, 
"wherein  thpft  people  aire  not  mercurial  enough 
to  difcover  above  one  interpretation  r  And  to 
write"  a  comment  upon  any  law  is  z  capital  crime. 
As*  to  the  decifion  of  civil  caufes,  or  proceedings 
againft  criminals,  their  precedents  are  fo  few, 
that  they  have  little  reafon  to  boaft  of  any  extra- 
ordinary  Ikill  in  either.         ; 

they 
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They  have  had  'the  art  of  printing  as .  wdlw 
tbe  Chinefe,  time  out  of  mind  :  Bui  their  libxHf 
ries  are  not  Tcry  large ;  for  that  of  the  King^ 
which  is  reckoned  the  largefl;,  doth  not  amount 
to  above  a  thoufand  volumes,  placed  in  a  gallery 
of  twelve  hundred  feet  long,  from  whence  I  ha4 
Kbcrty  to  borrow  what  books  I  pleafed.  The 
Queen's  joiner  had  conti'ived  in  one  of  Glumdalr 
clirch's '  rooms  a  kind  of  wooden  machine  five 
and  twenty  feet  high,,  formed  like  a  ft^nding  lad- 
der, the  fteps  were  each  fifty  feet  long:  It  was 
indeed  a  moveable  pair  of  ftairs,  the  loweft  end 
•placed  at -ten  feet  diflance  from  the  wall  of  the 
chamber-  The  book  I  had  a  mind  to  read:  was 
put  up '  leaning  againft  the  wall  \  I  firfl  mounted 
to  the  u{^r  flep  of  the  ladder,  and  turning  n)y 
£ace  towards  the  book,  began  at  the  top  of  the 
page^  and  fo  walking  ta  the  right  and  left  about 
eight  or  ten  pates,  according  to  the  length  of  the 
lines,,  till  I  had  gotten  a  little  below  the  level 
of  mine  eyes,  and  then  defcending  gradualfy  till 
I  came  to  the  bottom  :  after  which  I  mounted 
again,  and  began  the  other  page  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  fo  turned  over  the  leaf>  which  I 
could  eafily  do  with  both  my  hands,  for  it  was 
as  thick  and.  ftiff  as  a  pafle-board,  and  in .  the 
largeft  folios  not  above  eighteen  or  twenty  feet 
long. 

Their  ftyle  is  clear,  mafculine,  and  fmooth> 
but  not  florid ;  for  they  avoid  nothing  more  than 
multiplying  unnecefiary  words,  or  ufing  various 
cxpreflidm»   I  have  perufed  many  of  their  books^ 
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cfpecially  thofe  in  hiftory  and  morality.  Among 
the  reft,  I  was  much  diverted  ^th  a  litde  oU 
treatife,  which  always  lay  in  GhimdalctitclL's  bed* 
chamber,  and  belonged  to  her  goreroeis,  a  graie 
elderly  gentlewoman,  who  dealt  in  writings  d 
morality  and  devotion.  The  book  treats  of  the 
weaknefs  of  human  kind,  and  is  in  little  cftecm^ 
except  among  the  women  and  the  ^culgar.  How^ 
ever,  I  was  curious  to  fee  what  an  author  of  that 
country  could  fay  upon  fuch  a  fubjcct.  Thii 
writer  went  through  all  the  ufual  topics  of  Eutck 
pean  moralifts,  fhewing  how  diminutive,  coo* 
temptible,  and  helplefs  an  animal  was  man  in  fak 
own  nature  ;  how  unable  to  defend  himfelf  from 
inclemencies  of  the  air,  or  the  fury  of  wild  beafts: 
How  much  he  was  excelled  by  one  creaturie  in 
ftrength,  by  another  in  fpeed,  by  a  third  in  fbre» 
ight,  by  a  fourth  in  induftry.  He  added,  diat 
nature  was  degenerated  in  thefe  latter  declining 
ages  of  the  world,  and  could  now  produce  only 
fmall  abortive  births,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  in 
ancient  times.  He  faid,  it  was  very  reafonabk  to 
think,  not  only  that  the  fpecies  of  men  were  ori» 
ginally  much  larger^  but  alfo  that  there  muft 
have  been  giants  in  former  ages ;  which,  as  it  is 
affcrted  by  hiftory  and  tradition,  fo  it-  hath  beea 
confirmed  by  huge  bones  and  fkulk,  caiually.  dug 
up  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  far  exceeding 
the  common  dwindled  race  of  man  in  our  days. 
He  argued,  that  the  very  laws  of  nature  abfo- 
lutely  required  we  fbould  have  been  made  in  the 
beginning  of  a  fize  more  large  and  robuft,  not  fo 

Uabic 
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iable  to  deftrudlion  from  every  littk  accident,  of 
I  tile  falling  from  an  houfe,  or  a  ftonc  caft  fron; 
he  hand  of  a  boy,  or  being  drowned  in  a  little 
)rook.  From  this  way  of  reafoning,  the  author 
Irew  fevcral  moral  applications  ufeful  in  the  con- 
lujft  of  life,  but  needlefs  here  to  repeat.  For 
ny  own  part,  I  could  not  avoid  refl edging  liow  u? 
aiverfally  this  talent  was  fpread>  of  drawing  lecy 
Lures  in  morality,  or  indeed  rather,  matter  of  difr 
cootent  and  repining,  from  the  quarrels  we  raifc 
with  nature.  And,  I  believe,  upon  a  ftridl  enquiry^ 
thofe  quarrels  might  be  fhewn  as  ill-grounded  a- 
mong  us,  as  th^ey  are  am(Kig  that  people  *. 

As  cp:Cheir  military  affairs,  they  boaft  that  the 
King's  army  confids  of  an  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  thou(and  foot,  and  thirty-two  thoufand 
horfe  ;  if  that  may  be  called  an  army,  which  is 
made  up  of  tradefmen  in  the  feveral  cities,  and 
&rmers  in  the  country,  whofe  commanders  arq 
only  the  nobility  and  gentry,  without  pay  or  re- 
nrard.  They  are  indeed  .  perfeft  enough  in  their 
exercifes,  and  under  very  good  difcipline,  where- 
in I  law  no  great  merit  5  for  how  Ihould  it  be 
other^ife,  where  eveiy  farmer  is  under  the  com- 
taxod  of  his  own  landlord^  ^nd  every  citizen  un- 

r   der 

•  Theavthor*s  zeal  to  juftify  Providence  has  before  been  rr- 
Barked ;  and  theft"  quarrels  with  Nature,  or,  in  other  words, 
rith  God,  coidd  not  have  been  more  fofdbly  reproved,  than  by 
hewing,  that  the  complaints  upon  which  they  are  founded, 
mokl  be  equally  fpedous  anxong  beings  sf  fuch  aAoDifliiog  fupc* 
ioiity  of  (h^tttre  and  Hrength.    Hawkf/. 
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der  that  of  the  principal  men  in  his  own  city, 
chofea  after  the  manner  of  Venice,  by  ballot. 

I  have  often  feen  the  militia  of  Lorbrulgnid 
drawn  out  to  exercife  in  a  great  field  near  the 
city  of  twenty  miles  fquare.  They  were  in  all  not 
above  twenty-five  thoufand  foot  and  fix  thoufand 
horfe  :  But  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  compute 
their  number,  confidering  the  fpace  of  ground 
they  took  up.  A  cavalier,  mounted  on  a  larg^ 
fteed,  might  be  about  ninety  feet  high*  I  have 
feen  this  whole  body  of  horfe,  upon  a  word  of 
command,  draw  their  fwords  at  once,  and  bran- 
difh  them  in  the  air.  Imagination  can  figure  no* 
thing  fo  grand,  fo  furprifing,  and  to  aftonHhihg  f 
it  looked  as  if  ten  thoufand  flaihes  of  lightning 
were  darting  at  the  fame  time  from  eteryqaarter 
of  the  iky. 

I  was  curious  to  know  how  this  prince,  td 
whofe  dominions  there  is  no  a'ccefs  from  any  otiier 
country,  came  to  think  of  armies,  or  to  teach  his 
people  the  pi<aAice  of  military  difciplinc.  But  I 
was  foon  informed^  both  by  converiation,  (and 
reading  their  hiftories :  For  in  the  coorfc  of 
many  ages  they  have  been  troubled  with  the 
fame  difeafe  to  which  the  whole  race  of  mankind 
is  fubjedt ;  the  nobility  often  contending  for 
power,  the  people  for  liberty,  and  the  TSing  for 
abfolute  dominion.  All  which,  however  happily 
tempered  by  the  laws  of  that  kingdom^  have  been 
fomctimes  violated  by  each  of  the  three  parties^ 
and  have  more  than  once  occafioned  civil  wars, 
the  laft  whereof  was  happilypiit  an  end  to  by  this 

prince's 
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>rince^  grandfadier  in  a  general  con^fition^ 
md  the  militia,  then  fettled  with  common  con- 
cat,  hath  been  ever  fince  kept  in  the  ftridteft 
luty. 


CHAP.        VIII*. 

The  King  and  ^een  make  a  progrejs  to  the  fron* 
tiers.  The  author  attends  them,  The. manner  in 
nvhich  he  leaves  the  country  very  particularly  re^^ 
lated»     He  returns  to  England. 

1  Had  always  a  ftrong  impuUe,  that  I  &ouId 
feme  time  recover  my  liberty,  though  it  was 
impoffible  to  con>e£hire  by  what  means,  or  to 
form  any  projeA  with  the  leaft  hope  of  fucceed- 
faig.  The  (hip  in  which  I  failed  was  the  firft  ever 
known  to  be  driven  within  fight  of  that  coaft, 
and  the  King  had  given  ftrift  orders,  that  if  at 
any  time  anodier  a][^peared,  it  fhould  be  taken  a- 
fliore;  and  with  all  its  crew  and  pafiengers  brought 
in  a  tumbril  to  Lorbrulgrud.  He  was  ftrongly 
bent  to  get  me  a  woman  of  my  own  fize,  1^ 
whom  I  might  {H*opagate  the  breed  :  But  I  think 
I  jhould  rather  have  died,  than  undergone  the 
^Bfgrace  of  leaving  a  pofterity,  to  be  kept  in  cages 
like  tame  canary  birds^  and  perhaps  in  time  fold 

about 

*  GuIIiTer^s  e(cape  from  Brobdiusiiag  is  bumourous,  iktirica^ 
and  decent.    Orreij. 
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about  the  kingdom  to  perfons  of  quality  for  cuii* 
ofities.  I  was  indeed  treated  with  nmch  kihdfiefs : 
I  was  the  favourite  of  a  great  King  and  QueeOi 
and  the  delight  of  the  whole  court ;  |>ut  it*  was 
upon  fuch  a  foot,  as  ill  became  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man kind.  I  could  never  forget  thofe  domeftit 
pledges  I  had  left  behind  me.  I  wanted  to  be  a- 
mong  people  with  whom  I  could  converic  upon 
even  terms,  and  walk  about  the  ftreets  and  fields, 
without  being  afraid  of  being  trod  to  death  like  a 
frog,  or  a  young  puppy.  But  my  deliverance 
came  fooner  than  I  expelled,  and  in  a  manner 
not  very  common  :  The  whole  ftory  afid  circum- 
fiances  of  which  I  fhall  faithfully  relate. 

1  had:nowi>een  two  years  in  4iijs -country ^  atyl 
about  the  beginning  of  the  third,  Glumdalclitch 
and  I  attended  the  King  and  Queen  in  a  progrefs 
to  xhtfouth  coaft  of  that  kingdom.  I  was  carried 
as  ufual  in  my  travelling-box,  which,  as  I  have 
already  defcribed,  was  a  very  convenient  clofet  of 
twelve  feet  wide.  And.  I  had  ordered  a  ham- 
mock to  be  fixed  by  filken  ropes  from  the  four 
comers  at  the  top,  to  break  the  jolts  when  a  fer- 
▼ant  carried  ine  before  him  on  horfeback,  as  I 
fometimes  defired,  and  would  often  ilecp  in  my 
hammock  while  we  were  upon  the  road.  On  the 
roof  of  my  clofet,  not  dire£Uy  over  the  middle 
of  the  hammock,  I  ordered  the  joiner  to  cut  out 
a  hole  of  a  foot  fquare,  to  give  me  air  in  hot 
weather,  as  I  flept ;  which  hole  I  fhut  at  pleafure 
with  a  board,  that  drew  backwards  and  forwards 
through  a  groove. 

1  "When 
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When  we  came  to  our  journey's  end,  the  King 
thought  proper  to  pafs  a  few  days  at  a  palace  he 
hath  near  Flanflafnic,  a  city  within  eighteen  Eng- 
lifli  miles  of  the  fea-fide,     Glumdalclitch  and  I 
were  much' fatigued  :   I  had  gotten  a  fmall  cold, 
but  the  poor  girl  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  confined  to 
her  chamber.     1  longed  to  fee  the  ocean,  which 
Biuft  be  the  only  fcene  of  my  efcape,   if  ever  it 
ihould  happen.     I  pretended  to  be  worfe  than  I 
really  was,  and  defu-ed  leave  to  take  the  frefh  air 
of  the  fea  with  a  page,  whom  I  was  very  fond  of, 
and  who  had  fometimes  been  trufted  with  me.     I 
fhall  never  forget  with  what  unwillingnefs  Glum- 
dalclitch confented,  nor  the  ftridl:  charge  fhe  gave 
ihe  page  to  be  careful  of  me,  burfting  at  the  fame 
ame  into  a  flood  of  tears,  as  if  ihe  had  fome  fore- 
boding of  what  was  to  happen.     The  boy  took 
me  out  in  my  box  about  h^f  an  hour's  walk  from 
the  palace  towards  the  rocks  on  the  fea-fhore. 
I  ordered  him  to  fet  me  down,  and  lifting  up  one 
of  my  faflies,  caft  many  a  wiihful  melancholy  look 
towards  the  fea.     I  found  myfclf  not  very  well, 
and  told  the  page  that  I  had  a  mind  to  take  a  nap 
in  my  hammock,  which  I  hoped  would  do  mc 
good.     I  got  in,  and  the  boy  (hut  the  window 
clofe  down  to  keep  out  the  cold.     I  foon  fell  a- 
fleep ;  and  all  I  can  conjedture  is,  that  while  I 
flept,  the  page,  thinking  no  danger  could  happen, 
went  among  the  rocks  to  look  for  birds  eggs, 
having  before  obferved  him  fiom  my  window 
fearching  ab6ut,  and  picking  up  one  or  two  in 
the  clefts.     Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  myfclf  fud- 
VoL.V,  R  ^^tiVj 
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denly  awaked  widi  a  violent  pull  upon  the  rjog, 
which  was  faftcned  at  the  top  of  my  box  for  the 
conveniency  of  cai'riage.  I  felt  my  box  raifed 
very  liigh  in  the  air,  and  then  borne  forward  with 
prodigious  fpeed.  The  firft  jolt  had  like  to  have 
Ihaken  me  out  of  my  hammock,  but  afterwards 
the  motion  was  eafy  enough.  I  called  out  feveral 
times,  as  loud  as  I  could  raifc  my  voice  ;  but  all 
to  no  purpofe.  I  looked  towards  my  windows^, 
and  could  fee  notliing  but  tlie,  clouds  and  fky.  I 
beard  a  noife  juft  over  my  head  like  the  clapping 
of  wings,  and  then  began  to  perceive  the  woeful 
condition  I  was  in,  that  fomc  eagle  had  got  the 
ring  of  my  box  in  his  beak,  vrith  an  intent  to  let  it 
fall  upon  a  rock,  lik«  a  tortoife  in  afhell,  and  then 
pick  out  my  body,  and  devour  it :  For  the  faga- 
city  and  fmell  of  this  bird  enabled  him  to  difcovcr 
his  quarry  at  a  great  diftance, .  though  better, 
concealed  than  I  could  be  within  a  two-inch 
board. 

In  a  little  time  I  obferved  the  noife  and  flutter, 
of  wings  to  increafe  very  faft-,  and  my  box  was^ 
toiled  up  and  down  like  a  fign  in  a  windy  day.  1 
heard  feveral  bangs  or  bufKits,  as  I  thought,  gi- 
ven to  the  eagle  (for  fuch  I  am  certain  it  muft 
have  been  that  held  the  ring  of  my  box  in  his 
beak)  and  then  all  on  a  fudden  felt  myfclf  falling 
perpendicularly  down  for  above  a  minute,  but 
with  fuch  incredible  fwiftnefs  that  I  almoft  loft 
my  breath.  My  fall  was  ftopped  by  a  terrible  ' 
Iquafh,  that  founded  louder  to  my  ears  than  the 

catarad 
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cataraft  of  Niagara  *  j  after  which  I  was  quite  in 
the  dark  for  another  minute,  and  then  my  box 
began  to  rife  fo  high  that  I  could  fee  light  from 
the  tops  of  the  windows.  I  now  perceived  that  I 
was  fallen  into  the  fea.  My  box,  by  the  weight 
t)f  my  body,  and  the  goods  that  were  in,  and  the 
broad  plates  of  iron  fixed  for  ftrength  at  the  four 
corners  of  the  top  and  bottom,  floated  about  five 
feet  depth  in  water.  I  did  then,  and  do  now 
fuppofe,  that  the  eagle  which  flew  away  with  my 
box  was  purfued  by  two  or  three  others,  and 
forced  to  let  me  drop  while  he  defended  himfelf 
'againft  the  reft,  who  hoped  to  fhare  in  the  prey. 
The  plates  of  iron  faftencd  at  the  bottom  of  the 
box  (for  thofe  were  the  ftrongeft)  preferved  the 
balance  while  it  fell,  and  hindered  it  from  being 
broken  on  the  furface  of  the  water.  Every  joint 
of  it  was  well  grooved  ;  and  the  door  did  not 
move  on  hinges,  but  up  and  down  like  a  falh, 
which  kept  my  clofet  fo  tight  that  very  little  water 
came  in.  I  got  with  much  djjBficulty  out  of  my 
hammock,  having  firft  ventured  to  draw  back 
the  flip-board  on  the  roof  already  mentioned, 
contrived  on  purpofe  to  let  in  air,  for  want  of 
which  I  found  myfelf  almoft  ftifled. 

R  2  How 

•  Niagara  is  a  Settlement  of  the  French  in  North  America, 
and  the  cacara£t  is  produced  by  the  fall  of  a  conflux  of  M-ater 
(formed  of  the  four  vaft  lakes  of  Canada)  from  a  rocky  preci- 
pice, the  perpendicular  height  of  which  is  one  liundred  and 
thirty-ftven  feet ;  and  it  is  faid  to  have  been  heard  fifteen 
leasnes.     Havrief, 
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How  often  did  I  then  wifli  myfelf  with  my 
dear  Glumdalclitch,  from  whom  one  fingle  hour 
had  fo  far  divided  me  !  And  I  may  fay  with 
truth,  that  in  the  midft  of  my  6wn  misfortunes 
I  could  not  forbear  lamenting  my  poor  nurfe, 
the  gi'ief  Ihe  would  fuffer  for  my  lofs,  the  dif- 
pleaTure  of  the  Qjjeen,  and  the  ruin  of  her  for- 
tune. Perhaps  many  travellers  have  not  been 
under  greater  difficulties  and  didrefs  than  I  was  at 
this  jundhii  e,  expelling  every  moment  to  fee  my 
body  dafhed  to  pieces,  or  at  leaft  overfet  by  the 
firft  violent  blaft  or  rifing  wave.  A  breach  in 
one  fingle  pane  of  glafs  would  have  been  imme^ 
diate  death  ;  nor  could  any  thing  have  preferved 
the  windows  but  the  ftrong  lattice-wb'es  placed 
on  the  outfide  againft  accidents  in  travelling, 
I  faw  the  water  ooze  in  at  feveral  crannies,  al- 
though the  leaks  were  not  confidcrable,  and  I 
endeavoured  to  ftop  them  as  well  as  I  could. 
I  was  not  able  to  lift  up  the  roof  of  my  clofet, 
which  x)therwifc  I  certainly  feould  have  done, 
and  fat  on  the  top  of  it,  where  I  might  at  leaft 
pref(;rve  myfelf  fome  hours  longer  than  by  be* 
ing  fhut  up  (as  I  may  call  it)  in  the  hold.'  Or  if 
I  efcaped  thcfe  dangers  for  a  day  or  two,  what 
could  I  expeft  but  a  miferable  death  of  cold  and 
hunger  ?  I  was  four  hours  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  expecting,  and  indeed  wiihing  every 
moment  to  be  my  laft. 

I  have  already  told  the  reader,  that  there  were 
two  ftrong  ftaples  fixed  upon  that  fide  of  my  box 
which  had  no  window^  and  into  which  the  fer- 

vant 
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vant  who  ufed  to  carry  me  on  horfeback  -would 
put  a  leathern  belt,  and  buckle  it  about  his 
waift.  Being,  in  this  difconfolate  ftate,  I  heard, 
or  at  leaft  thought  I  heard,  fome  kind  of  grating 
Dolfe  on  that  fide  of  my  box  whei*e  the  flaple$ 
were  fix,ed  i  and  foon  after  I  began  to  fancy^. 
that  the  box  was  pulled  or  tqwed  along  in  thc» 
fea,  for  I  now  and  then  felt  a  fort  of  tugging,. 
which  made  the  waves  rife  near  the  tops  of  my 
windows,  leaving  me  almoft  in  the  dark.  This 
gave  me  fome  faint  hopes  of  relief ;  although  I 
was  not  able  to  imagine  how  it  could  be  brought 
about.  I  venture^  to  unfcrew  one  of  my  chairs,, 
which  were  always  fjaftened  to  the  floor  ;  apd 
having  made  a  hard  fliift  to  fcrew  it  down  agaiu 
direftly  under  the  flipping-board  that  I  had  late- 
ly opened,  I  mounted  on  the  chair,  and  putting 
my  mouth  as  near  as  I  could  to  the  hole,  I  call- 
ed for  help  in  a  loud  voice,  and  in  all  the  lan- 
guages I  undcrftood*  I  then  faftened  my  hand- 
kerchief to  a  ftick  I  ufually  carried,  and  thruft-r 
ing  it  up  the  hole,  waved  it  feveral  times  in  the  air,, 
that  if  any  boat  or  fhip  were  near,  the  feamcn 
might  conjedhire  fome  unhappy  mortal  tabe  fhut 
up  in  the  box. 

I  found  no  effeA  from  all  I  could  do,  but 
plainly  perceived  my  clofet  to  be  moved  along ;. 
and  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  or  better,  that  fide 
of  the  box  where  the  ftaples  were,,  and  had  na 
window,  ftruck  againft  fomething  that  was  hard'.. 
I  apprehended  it  to  be  a  rock,  and  found  myfelf 
tofled  more  than  ever.  I  plainly  heard  a  noife 
R  3  \x5cccw 
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upon  the  cover  of  my  clofct,  like  that  of  a  cable^ 
and  the  grating  of  it  as  it  pafled  through  the  ring. 
I  then  found  myfelf  hoifted  up  by  degrees  at  leaft 
three  fieet  higher  than  I  was  before.  Whereupon 
I  again  thrvft  up  my  flick  and  handkerchief, 
calling  for  help  till  I  was  almoft  hoarfc.  In  re- 
turn to  which,  I  heard  a  great  fhout  repeated 
three  times,  giving  me  fuch  tranfports  of  joy  as 
are  not  to  be  conceived  but  by  thofe  who  feel 
them.  I  now  heard  a  trampling  over  my  head, 
and  fomebody  calling  through  the  hole  with  a 
loud  voice  in  the  £ngli(h  tongue.  If  there  be  any 
body  below,  let  them  fpeak.  I  anfwered  I  was  an 
Englifhman,  drawn  by  ill  fortune  into  the  great- 
eft  calamity  that  ever  any  creature  underwent, 
and  begged  by  all  that  was  moving,  to  be  deliver- 
ed out  of  the  dungeon  I  was  in.  The  voice  re- 
plied I  was  fafe,  for  my  box  was  faftened  to  their 
fliip ;  and  the  carpenter  fhould  immediately  come 
and  faw  a  hole  in  the  cover  large  enough  to  pull 
me  out.  I  anfwered,  that  was  necdlefs,  and 
would  take  up  too  much  time,  for  there  was 
no  more  to  be  done,  but  let  one  of  the  crew  put 
his  finger  into  the  ring,  and  take  the  box  out  of 
the  fea  into  the  fhip,  and  fo  into  the  captain's  ca- 
bin *.      Some  of  them,  upon  hearing  me  talk  fo 

wildly, 

•  There  arc  ftveral  little  racidents  which  (hew  the  author  to 
have  had  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature ;  and  I  think  this 
IS  one.  Although  the  principal  advantages  enumerated  by  Gul- 
liver in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  of  mingling  again  among 
his  countrymen,  depended  on  their  being  of  the  fame  fiac  with 
himfelf;  yet  this  is  forgotten,  in  his  ardour  to  be  delivered: 
And  he  is  afterwards  betrayed  into  the  fame  abfurdity  by  his 
zeai  to  prefervc  his  furaiturc.    Ha-whf 
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mMijy  thought  I  was  mad ;  others  laughed ;  for 
indeed  it  never  came  into  my  head  that  I-^was 
now  got  among  people  of  my  own  ftature  and 
ftrength.  The  carpenter  came,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  fawed  a  paflage  about  four  feet  fquare, 
then  let  down  a  fmall  ladder,  upon  which  I 
mounted,  and  £rom  thence  was  taken  into  the 
ihip  in  a  very  weak  condition. 

The  fiulors  were  all  in  amazement,  and  afked 
me  a  thoufand  queftions,  which  I  had  no  incli- 
Dttion  to  anfwer.  I  was  equally  confounded  at 
the  fight  of  fo  many  pigmies,  for  fuch  I  took 
them  to  be,  after  having  fo  IcHig  accuftomed 
oune  eyes  to  the  monftrous  obje^  I  had  left. 
But  the  captain,  Mr  Thomas  Wilcocks,  an  ho- 
neft  worthy  Shropfhire  man,  obfcrving  I  was 
ready  to  faint,  took  me  into  his  cabbin  gave  me 
a  cordial  to  comfort  me,  and  made  me  turn  in 
upon  lus  own  bed,  adviiing  me  to  take  a  little 
left,  of  which  I  had  great  need.  Before  I  went 
to  fleep,  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  I  had 
Ibme  valuable  furniture  in  my  box  too  good  to 
be  loft ;  a  fine  hammock,  an  handfome  field-bed j 
two  chairs,  a  table,  and  a  cabinet*  ^Fhat  my 
dofct  was  hung  on  all  fides,  or  rather  quilted, 
with  filk  and  cotton  :  That  if  he  would  let  one 
of  the  crew  bring  my  clofet  into  his  cabbin,  I 
I  would  opeD  it  th^re  before  him,  and  (hew  him 
my  goods.  The  captain  hearing  me  utter  thefe 
abfurditles,  concluded  I  was  raving:  However 
(I  fuppofe  to  pacify  me)  he  promifed  to  give  or- 
der as  I  defiredj    and  going  upon  deck,  fcnt 
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fome  of  his  men  down  into  my  clofet,  from 
whence  (as  I  afterwards  found)  they  drew  up  ail 
my  goods,  and  Gripped  ofF  the  quilting:  But 
the  chairs,  cabinet,  and  bedftead,  being  fcrew- 
ed  to  the.  floor,  were  much  damaged  by  the  ig- 
norance of  the  feamen,  who  tore  them  up  by 
force.  Then,  they  knocked  off  fome  of  the 
boards  for  the  ufe  pf  the  fhip ;  and  when  they 
had  got  all  they  had  a  mind  for,  let  the  hull 
drop  into  the  fea,  which,  by  reafon  of  many 
breaches  made  in  the  bottom  and  fides,  funk  to  . 
rights.  And  indeed  I  was  glad  not  to  havq.been 
a  fpe^tor  of  the  havock  they  miade  ;  becaufe  I 
am  iconfident  it  would  have  fenfibly  touched  me, 
by  bringing  fonner  paffages  into  my  mind,  whkh 
I  had  rather  forget. 

I  flept  Ibme  hours,  but  perpetually  difturbed 
with  dreams  of  the  place  I  had  left,  and  the  dan- 
gers I  had  efcapcd.  However,  upon  Vaking,  I 
found  myfelf  much  recovered.  It  was  now  9- 
bout  eight  o*clock  at  .night,  and  the  captain  or- 
dered fupper  immediately,  thinking  I  Had  al- 
ready fafted  too  long.  He  entertained  me  with 
great  kindncfs,  obferving  me  not  to  look  wildly,, 
or  talk  inconfiftently  5  and,  when  we  were  left 
»lone,  defircd  I  would  give  him  a  relation  f>f  my 
travels,  and  by  what  accident  I  c^me  to  -be-  ftt 
adrift  in  that  monftrous  wooden  cheft^  He  faid^ 
that  about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  as  he  was- 
looking  through  his  glafs,  he  fpied  it  at  a  di- 
ftance,  and  thought  it  was  a  fail,  which  he  had 
a  mind  to  make^  being  not  much  out  of  hi^ 

courfc^ 
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Gourfe,  in  hopes  of  buying  fotne  biicuit,  his  own 
beginning  to  fall  fhort.  That  upon  coming 
oearer,  and  finding  his  error,  he  fent  out  his 
long-boat  to  difcoyer  what  I  was  ;  that  his  men 
came  back  in  a  fright,  fwearing  t  lat  they  had 
fccn  a  fwimming  houfe.  That  he  laughed  at 
their  foUj,  and  went  himfv^lf  in  the  bo:it,  order- 
ing his  men  to  take  a  iirong  cable  along  with 
them.  That  the  weather  being  calm  he  rowed 
round  me  fcveral  times,  obferved  my  windows, 
and  the  wire-lattices  that  defended  them.  That 
he  difcovered  two  ftaples  upon  one  fide,  which 
was  all  of  boards,  without  any  paflTage  for  light. 
He  then  coihmanded  his  men  to  row  up  to  that 
fide,  and  faftening  a  cable  to  one  of  the  (Naples, 
ordered  them  to  tow  my  cheft  (as  they  called  it) 
towards  the  fhip.  When  it  was  there,  he  gave 
dire£Hons  to  faften  another  cable  to  the  ring  fix- 
ed in  the  cover,  and  to  raife  up  my  cheft  with 
pullies,  which  all  the  failors  were  not  able  to  do 
above  two  or  three  feet.  He  faid,  they  faw  me 
(tick  an  handkerchief  thruft  out  of  the  hole, 
and  concluded  that  fome  unhappy  man  mui\  be 
fliut  up  in  the  cavity.  I  alked  whether  he  or  the 
crew  had  feen  any  prodigious  birds  in  the  air  a-r 
bout  the  time  he  firft  difcovered  me  ?  To  which  he 
anfwered,  that,  difcourfing  this  matter  with  the 
iailors  while  I  was  aileep,  one  of  them  faid,  he 
had  oi/erved  three  eagles  flying  towards  the  nortb  ; 
but  remarked  nothing  of  their  being  larger  than 
the  ufual  fize,  which  I  fuppofe  muft  be  imputed 
to  the  great  height  they  were  at  \  and  he  could 
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hot  guefs  the  reafon  of  my  qucftion.  -  I  theft 
afked  the  captain,  how  far  he  reckoned  Wc 
might  be  from  land  ?  He  faid,  by  the  beft  com* 
putation  he  could  make,  we  were  at  leaft  an 
hundred  leagues.  I  aflured  him  he  muft  be 
mldaken  by  almoft  half,  for  I  had  not  left  tht 
•Country  from  whence  I  came  above  two  houri 
before  I  dropt  into  the  fea.  Whereupon  he  be*- 
gan  again  to  think  that  my  brain  was  difturbed> 
of  which  he  gave  me  a  hint,  and  advifed  me  to 
go  to  bed  in  a  cabbin  he  had  provided.  I  affur- 
fed  him  I  was  well  refrefhed  with  his  good  enter- 
tainment and  company,  and  as  much  in  my  fcn- 
fcs  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life.  He  then  grew  fe- 
rious,  and  defired  me  to  fpeak  freely,  whether  I 
were  not  troubled  in  mind  by  the  confcioufnefi 
of  fome  enormous  crime,  for  which  I  was  pu- 
niihed  at  the  command  of  fome  prince,  by  expo- 
sing me  in  that  cheft,  as  great  criminals  in  other 
countries  have  been  forced  to  fea  in  a  leaky  veC 
fel  without  provifibns  :  Fbr  although  he  fhould 
be  forry  to  have  taken  fo  ill  a  man  into  his  fhip, 
yet  he  would  engage  his  word  to  fet  me  fafc  a- 
ihore  in  the  firft  port  where  we  arrived.  He 
added,  that  his  fufpicions  were  much  increafed 
by  fome  very  abfurd  fpeeches  I  had  delivered  at 
firft  to  the  failors,  and  afterwards  to  bimfclf,  in 
relation  to  my  clofet  or  cheft,  as  well  as  by  my 
odd  looks  and  behaviour  while  I  was  at  fupper. 

I  begged  his  patience  to  hear  me  tell  my  ftoryj 

which  I  faithfully  did  from  the  laft  time  I  left 

England  to -the  moment,  he  firft  difcovcred  rati 

•  ^  And 


Chap. VIII.  A  Voyage /^  Brobdingnag.  203 

And  as  truth  always  forceth  its  way  into  rational 
minds,   fo  this  honeft  worthy  gentleman,  who 
had  €otnc  tinflure  of  learning,  and  very  good 
lenfe,  was  immediately  convinced  of  my  candour 
and  veracity.     But,  farther  to  confirm  all  1  had 
laid,  I  entreated  him  to  give  order  that  my  cabi- 
net (hould  be  brought,  of  which  I  had  the  key 
in  my  pocket,  (for  he  had  already  informed  mc 
how  the  feamen  difpofed  of  my  clofet).     I  open- 
ed it  in  his  own  prefence,  and  (hewed  him  the 
fmall  colleftion  of  rarities  I  made  in  the  countiy 
fipom  whence  I  had  been   fo  ftrangely  delivered. 
There  was  the  comb  I  had  contrived  out  of  the 
ftamps  of  the  King's  beard,  and  another  of  the 
(ame  materials,  but  fixed  into  a  paring  of  her 
Majefty's  thumb-nail,  which  ferved  for  the  back. 
There  was  a  coUeftion  of  needles  and  pins,  from  a 
foot  to  half  a  yard  long  5  four  wafp-ftings,  like, 
joiners  tacks  ;    fome  combings  of  the  Queen'^ 
hair ;  a  gold  ring,  which  one  day  fhe  made  me  a 
peTent  of  in  a  moft  obliging  manner,  taking  it 
from  her  little  finger,  and  throwing  it  over  my 
head  like  a  collar.     1  defired  the  captain  would 
[tofc  to  accept  this  ring  in  return  of  his  civilities ; 
which  he  abfolutely   refufed.     I  Ihcwed  him  a 
com  that  I  had  cut  oflfwith  my  own  hand  from  a 
maid  of  honour's  toe  ;  it  was  about  the  bignefs  of 
4  KentUh  pippin,  and  grown  fo  hard,  that,  when 
I  returned  to  England,  I  got  it  hollowed  into  a 
cup,  and  fet  in  filver.     Laftly,  I  defired  him  to 
tc  the  breeches  I  had  then  on,  which  were  made 
ofamoufe'slkin. 

I 
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I  could  force  nothing  on  him  but  a  footman's 
tooth)  which  I  oblei-ved  him  to  examine  with 
great  curiofity,  and  found  h€  had  a  fancy  for  it. 
He  received  it  with  abundance  of  thanks,  more 
than  fuch  a  trifle  could  deferve.  It  was  drawn 
by  an  unfkilful  furgcon,  in  a  miftake,  from  one  of 
Glumdalclitch's  men,  who  was  aflHifted  with  the 
tooth-ach ;  but  it  was  as  found  as  any  in  his  head. 
I  got  it  cleaned,  and  put-  into  my  cabinet.  It 
was  about  a  foot  long,  and  four  inches  in  dia^ 
meter. 

The  captain  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  this 
plain  relation  I  had  given  him,  and  faid,  he  hop- 
tdi  when  we  returned  to  England,  I  would  ob- 
lige the  world  by  putting  it  on  paper,  and  making 
Jt  public.  My  anfwer  was,  that  I  thought  wc 
were  already  overftocked  with  books  of  travels : 
That  nothing  could  now  pafs  which  was  not  ex- 
traordinary ;  wherein  I  doubted  fomc  authors  lefs 
confiilted  truth,  than  their  own  vanity  or  inte- 
reft,  or  the  divfsrfion  of  ignorant  readers-:  That 
my  ftory  could  contain  little  befides  common  e- 
Tents,  without  thofe  ornamental  defcriptions  of 
ftrange  plants,  trees,  birds,  and  other  animals ; 
or  of  the  barbarous  cuftoms  and  idolatry  of 
favage  people,  with  which  mofl  writers  abound. 
However,  I  thanked  him  f o  •  his  good  opinion, 
and  promifed  to  take  the  matter  into  my 
thoughts. 

He  faid,  he  wondered  at  one  thing  very  much, 

which  was,  to  hear  me  fpcak  fo  loud,  aflcing  me 

whether  the  King  or  Queen  of  that  country  were 

I  thick 
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diick  of  hearing.  I  told  him,  it  was  what  I  had 
been  ufed  to  for  above  two  years  paft ;  and  that 
I  admired  as  much  at  the  voices  of  him  and  his 
men,  who  feemed  to  me  only  to  whifper,  and 
yet  I  could  hear  them  well  enough.  But,  when 
Ifpoke  in  that  country,  it  was  like  a  man  talking 
in  the  ftreet  to  another  looking  out  from  the  top 
of  a  fteeple,  unlefs  when  I  was  placed  on  a  table, 
or  held  in  any  perfon's  hand.  1  told  him,  I  had 
likewife  obferved  another  thing,  that  when  I  firft 
(ot  into  the  fhip,  and  the  failors  ftood  all  about 
BK,  I  thought  they  wei*e  the  moft  little  contempt- 
iUe  creatures  I  had  ever  beheld.  For  indeed, 
while  I  was  in  that  prince's  country,  I  could  ne- 
vtt  endure  to  look  in  a  glafs,  after  mine  eyes  had 
been  accuftomed  to  fuch  prodigious  objects,  be- 
caufe  the  coniparifon  gave  me  fo  defpicable  a 
conceit  of  myfelf.  The  captain  faid,  that  while 
wc  were  at  fupper  he  obferved  me  to  look  at  every 
thing  with  a  fort  of  wonder,  and  that  I  often 
feemed  hardly  able  to  contain  my  laughter,  which 
he  knew  not  well  how  to  take,  but  imputed  it  to 
(bme  diforder  in  my  brain.  I  anfwered,  it  was 
"Very  true  ;  and  I  wondered  how  I  could  forbear, 
when  I  faw  his  difhes  of  the  fize  of  a  filver  three- 
pence, a  leg  of  pork  hardly  a  mouthful,  a  cup 
not  fo  big  as  a  nut-ihell  \  and  fo  I  went  on,  de- 
fcribing  the  reft  of  his  houfehold  ftufFand  provi- 
fions  after  the  fame  manner.  For  although  the 
Queen  had  ordered  a  little  equipage  of  all  things 
neceflary  for  me,  while  I  was  in  her  fervice,  yet 
my. ideas  were  wholly  taken  up  with  what  I  faw 
VoL.V.  S  on 
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on  every  fide  of  n\e,  and  I  winked  at  my  own 
littlenefi,  as  people  do  at  their  own  £aults.     The 
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captain  nnderftood  my  raillery  very  well,  and  . 
merrily  replied  with  the  old-  Englifti  proverb,  ; 
that  he  doubted  mine  eyes  were  bigger  than  my 
belly,  for  he  did  not  obferve  my  ftomach  fo  good, 
tilthough  I  had  failed  all  day ;  and,  continuing 
his  mirth,  protefted  he  would  have  given  an  hun- 
dred pounds  to  have  fcen  my  clofet  in  the  eagle's 
bill,  and  afterwards  in  its  fall  fix)m  fo  great  a 
height  into  the  fea ;  which  would  certainly  have 
been  a  moft  aftonifliing  objeft,  worthy  to  have 
the  defcription  of  it  tranfmitted  to  future  ages  : 
And  the  comparifon  of  Phaeton  was  fo  obvious, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  applying  it,  although  I 
did  not  much  admire  the  conceit. 

The  captain,  having  been  at  Tonquin,  was  in 
his  return  to  England  driven  north-eaftward  to 
the  latitude  of  44  degrees,  and  of  longitude  143. 
But  meeting  a  trade-wind  two  days  after  I  came 
on  board  him,  we  failed  fouthward  a  long  time, 
and  coafting  New-Holland,  kept  our  courfe  weft- 
fouth-weft,  and  then  fouth-fouth-wcft,  till  we 
doubled  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope.  Our  voyage 
was  very  profperous  ;  but  I  fhall  not  trouble  the 
reader  with  a  journal  of  it;  The  captain  called 
In  at  one  or  two  ports,  and  fent  in  his  long-boat 
i  ^i.prov^fio^s  and  freftx  water  j  but  I  never  went 
t)ut^Abe  fhi^  till  we.  canie  into  the  Downs, 
trhich  was  on  the  third  day  of  Tun5>wq6«  about 
nine  months  after  my  efcape.  I  offeredfBtofyc 
XOJ  goods  in  fccurity  for  payment  of  my  frcig^i 
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lit  the  captain  proteited  he  would  not  receive 
\  farthing.     We  took  a  kind  leave  of  each  o- 
r^  and  I  made  him  promife  he  would  come  to 
i  me  at  my  houfe  in  RedrifT.     I  hired  a  horie 
.  guide  for  five  {hillings^  which  I  borrowed  of 
;  captain- 
As  I  was  on  the  road^  obferving  the  littleneis 
[tf  the   houies,  the  trees,    the  cattle,    and  the 
[people,  I  began  to  think  mjfeif  in  lilliput.    I 
I  vas  afraid  of  trampling  on  every  traveller  I  met, 
[  i&d  often  called  aloud  to  have  them  fbmd  out 
F  of  the  way,  fo  that  I  had  like  to  have  gotten  one 
or  two  broken  heads  for  my  impertinence. 
.  When  I  came  to  my  own  houfe,  for  which  I  was- 
forced  to  enquire,  one  of  the  fcrvants  opening 
the  door,  I  bent  down  to  go  in  (like  a  goofe  un- 
der  a  gate)   for  fear  of  ftriking  my  head.     My 
wife  ran  out  to  embrace  me;  but  I  ftooped  lower 
dian   her  knees,    thinking  (he  could   otherwife 
never  be  able  to  reach  my  mouth.     My  daughter 
kneeled  to  afk  my  bleiling,  but  I  could  not  fee 
her  till  (he  ai^ofe,  having  been  fo  long  ufed  to 
fiand  with  my  head  and  eyes  eredt  to  above  fixty 
feet ;  and  then  I  went  to  take  her  up  with  one 
hand  by  the  waift.     I  looked  down  upon  the  fer- 
vants,  and  one  or  two  friends  who  were  in  the 
houie,  as  if  they  had  been  pigmies,  and  I  a  giant. 
I  told  my  wife  fhe  had  been  too  thrifty,  for  I 
ibund  fhe  had  ftarved  herfelf  and  her  daughter  to 
nothing.     In  fhort,  I  behaved  myfelf  fo  unac- 
countably, that  they  were  all  of  the  captain's  opi- 
mon  when  he  firft  faw  me,  and  concluded  I  had 
S  2  lQ& 
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loft  mj  wits.    This  I  mention  as  an  inftance  c 
the  great  power  of  habit  and  prejudice. 

In  a  liode  time,  I  and  my  family  and  friend 
came  to  a  right  underftanding  ;  but  my  wife  pre 
tefted  I  ihould  never  go  to  fea  any  more ;  a 
though  my  evil  deftiny  fo  ordered,  that  Ihe  ha 
not  power  to  hinder  me,  as  the  reader  may  kno' 
hereafter.  In  the  mean  time,  I  here  conclud 
the  iecond  part  of  my  unfortunate  voyages  *. 

P  AR' 

*  From  the  whole  of  theie  two  voyages  to  Liltiput  and  Bro 
dingaag,  ariies  ooe  general  remark,  which,  however  obvsoi 
has  been  overlooked  by  tbofe  who  cooflder  them  as  little  mc 
than  the  fport  of  a  wanton  imagination.  When  human  a£Uo 
are  aflribed  to  pigmies  and  giants,  there  are  few  that  do  n 
excite  either  contempt,  difgud,  or  horror.  To  afcnbe  the 
therefore  to  foch  beings,  was  perhaps  the  mod  probable  meth< 
of  engaging  the  mind  to  examine  them  with  attention,  ai 
judge  of  them  with  impartiality,  by  fuTpending  the  fafcinati 
of  habit,  and  exhibiting  familiar  objeOs  in  a  new  light.  The  i 
of  the  fable  then  is  not  Itfs  apparent,  than  important  and-  c 
tenfive ;  and  that  this  life  was  intended  by  the  autlior,  can 
doubted  only  by  thofe  who  are  difpoicd  to  affirm,  that  ord 
and  regularity  are  the  cSc&$  of  chance.     HarwUf. 

Upon  reading  over  the  two  firll  parts  of  theie  travels,  I  thii 
that  I  can  dlicover  a  very  great  refcmblance  between  ccrta 
paflages  in  Gulliver's  voyage  to  LiUiput,  and  Uie  voyage  of  C 

rano  dc  Bcrgerac  to  the  fun  and  moon. Cyrano  de   Bergai 

is  a  Frencii  author  of  a  lingular  character,  who  had  a  very  pec 
liar  turn  of  wit  and  hnraow,  in  many  rcfpeOs  rdcmbling  th 
of  Swift,  lie  wanted  the  advantages  of  leaniing,  and  a  regui 
education.  His  imagination  was  lefs  guarded  and  corrcfk,  b 
more  agreeably  extravagant.  He  has  introduced  into  his  phil 
fophical  romance,  the  fyftem  of  Defcartes,  (which  was  th* 
much  admired).  Intermixed  with  fevcral  fine  ftrokcs  of  joft  1 
tire  on  the  wild  and  iramechanical  enquiries  of  the  phUofophc 
and  aftronomersof  that  age ;  and  in  many  parts  he  has  evidco 
ly  dire^ed  the  plan  which  the  Dcaa  of  St  Patrick*s  haspurfue 
Orrerf, 
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A  Voyage  to  Laputa,  Balnibarbi,  LugCp 
»AG^  Glubbdubdrib,  and  Japaj«  *.. 


CHAP.        I. 

T%e  author  fits,  out  on  his  third  ^age^  is  taten  by 
firatet.  The  malice  of  a  Dutchman*  His  ar* 
rival  at  an  iftand*     He  is  received  into-  Laputa. 

I  HAD  not  been  at  Borne  above   ten  days^ 
when  Captain  Williara  Robinfon^  a  Cornifli* 
man,    commander  of  the  Hope -well,  a  ftout 
fhxp  of  three  hundred  tuns,  came  to  myhoufe.. 
I  had  formerly  been  furgeon  of  another  fbip, 
S  3  where 

*  The  third  part  is  in  general  written  again(V  chemiftiy  mtf*- 
tbeinatidant,  mechanics,  and  projeOors  of  all  kindi. 

Swift  waa  little  acqiuioted  with  mathematical  knowledge,  and^ 
wai  prejudiced  againft  it,  by  obierving  the  {grange  effects  it  pro* 
dnoed  in  thoic  m^o  applied  themieWes  entirely  to  that  icknce» 
Ko  part  of  human  literature  has  given  greater  ftrength  to  the 
mind,  or  has  produced  greater  benefits  to  mankind,  than  the^ 
ftYcral  branches  of  learning  that  may  pais  under  the  general  de^ 
Bominatfen  of  mathematics.    But  the  abuics  of  thi»  ihidy:,  tht: 

i4fa: 


/" 


2IO        GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.      Part  IH. 

where  he  was  mafter  and  a  fourtli  part  owner, 
m  a  voyage  to  the  Levant  s,_nc  had  always  treated,^ 
me  more  like  a  brother,  than  an  inferior  officer^ 

and,. 

idle,  tfiln,  immechanical  refineinents  of  h,  are  jufl  fubje^U  of 
fttiie.*  The  real  ufe  of  knowkdge  is  to  ipvigoratc,  not  to  ener- 
vate t^  facukies  of  reafon.  Learning  dcfenerates  into  a  fpecies^ 
of  madnefsy  when  it  is  not  fuperior  to  what  it  poflefleth.  The 
ioeDtSc  powers  are  moft  evidmt,  when  they  are.capabk^of  M-ni'l 
ertiDgl  themfelTes  in  the  focial  duties  of  life ;  when  they  wear 
no  ch^s,  but  can  freely  difeng^ge  th«rtftives,  and,  like  a  foim^ 
conftitition  of  body,  rife  chearful,  and  more  vigorous  by  p\^ 
food  fliey  ha? e  acquired,  being  octtfacr  opprelic<^  nor  r^dEfe4 
ihipidjby  the  labours  of  digeHion.  ^^^^^      i    .  *^^!IZ.*Y 

JLo^  Bacon  has  juftly  expofcd  the  ^din  norftiV  (^%ftgfltait^n 
pedan|s  in  Uie  dil^ini)Dt  parts  of  Icaraing.t  ind  |beir,-iittJc^ 
countfblf ^  f^iperit|;.'i f^  dedodn^  generd  rdcf  fr^m  urtjkrary 
maxii^s,  cir.fcw  nf^Mpents  :  He  has  like  wife  fixed  u^^a  ^  fiirt 
and  certain  baM^  the^MOQC^ure  and  Limits  of  the  biiman  uD' 
derftaiidlng.  Swift  has  purifued  the  fame  plun  Vq  %  dilf^ri^Lit 
manner, '  and  lias  placed  the  ima|>inary  fehemes  sf  aJl  pretcNpt" 
en,  u|  a  more  ludicrous, ^  sad  therefore  in  a  jmoie  proper  X\^sff^ 

■  Riificu!um  &tn 

iFortks acwu&U,  magnas  fk/w^faificMirts. 
cannot  be  foppoied  to  condemn  uTeful  teMperhiieuli^  <Nr 
the  vnt  application  of  them  :  But  he  ridicules  the  vain  at- 
temptt  and  irregular  productions  of  thofe  ra(h  men,  who,  like 
Kxioni  embracing  ai  cloud  inftead  of  a  goddcfs,  plagued  the  world 
-with  Centairs ;  whUft  Jupiter,  from  the  embraces  of  a  Juno, 
and  all  Alcmena,  bleiled  the  dartb  with  an  Hebe,  and  an  Her* 
culcsi    Orrtry. 

.  Tk  de6gn  of  Cuifiver  in  his  voyafc  to  Laputs^  i»  to  ridicnW 
the  ikn  prctenfions  of  chemifts,  .mathematidaas,  projedorsi 
and  Ine  reft  of  that  fpeeulatWe  tribe,  who  fpend  their  time  in  ^ 
acriar  IMKOt  ><>  in^TSOcuIaZM  tS  improve  tKelaciiltics  of 
the  mmd,  or  to  enlarge  the  number  of  ideas;  mathematicians  (I 
stean  tliofc  only  who  are  entirely  devoted  to  tlieir  circles,  their 

telcfcopes, 


^roL^. 


JPm.e/^. 
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He  £iid  fo  many  other  obliging  things,  and.}  t 
knew  him  to  be  fo  hooeft  a  niau,  that  I  coidi  f 
not  rcjeft  his  propofal  ^  the  tliirft  I  had  of  feeing  ! 
|he  world,  notwithftanding  my  paft  misfortunes^  L 
continuing  as  violent  as  ever.  The  only  diffi*  ! 
culty  that  remained,  was  to  perfuade  my  wi&i  ' 
whofe  confent  however  I  at  laft  obtained,  by  the  j^ 
profpecl  of  advantage  ihe  propofed  to  her  chib  * 
dren. 

We  fet  out  the  jtli  day  of  Auguft  1 706,  and 
arrived  at  Fort  St  George  the  i  ith  of  April  1707* 
We  ftaied  there  three  weeks  to  refreih  our  crewi 
many  of  whom  were  flck.  From  thence  we  went 
to  Tonquin,  where  the  captain  refolvcd  to  con- 
tinue fome  time,  becaufe  many  of  the  goods  hit 
intended  to  buy  were  not  ready,  nor  could  he 
expeA  to  be  difpatched  in  feveral  months. 
Therefore,  in  hopes  to  defray  fbme  of  the 
charges  he  muft  be  at,  he  bought  a  floop,  load- 
ed it  with  feveral  forts  of  goods,  wherewith  the 
Tonquinefe  uiually  trade  to  the  ne^hbouring 
iflands,  and  putting  fourteen  men  on  boards 
whereof  three  were  of  the  country,  he  appoint- 
ed me  mafter  of  the  floop,  and  gave  me  power 
to  traffic^  while  he  tranfadled  his  afl^irs  at  Ton-^ 
qum. 

We  had  not  failed  above  three  days,  when,  » 
great  ftorm  arifing,  we  were  driven  five  days  to 
the  north-north-eaft,  and  then  to  the  eaft ;  after 
which  we  had  fak  weather,  but  ftill  with  a  pretty 
ftrong*  gale  from  the  weft.  Upon  the  tenth  day 
we  were  chaced  by  two  ]f irates,  who  foon  over- 
took 
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look  us  ;  for  my  floop  was  fo  deep  laden,  that 
(he  failed- very  floW|  neither  were  we  in  a  condi- 
don  to  defend  ourfclves. 

We  were  boarded  about  the  fame  time  by  both 
the  pirates,  who  entered  furioufly  at  the  head  of 
their  men  ;  but  finding  us  all  prodrate  upon  our 
fiices  (for  fo  I  gave  order)  they  pinioned  us  with 
ftroDg  ropes,  and,  fetting  a  guard  upon  us,  went 
to  fearch  the  floopu 

I  obferved  among  them  a  Dutchman,  who 
ftemed  to  be  of  fome  authority,  though  he  was 
not  commander  of  either  (hip.  He  knew  us  by 
our  countenances  to  be  Englifhmen,  and  jabber* 
iDg  to  us  in  his  own  language,  fwore  we  fhould 
be  tied  back  to  back,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.  I 
^ke  Dutch  tolerably  well ;  I  told  him  who  we 
were,  and  begged  him,  in  conilderation  of  our  be- 
ing Chriftians  and  Proteftants,  of  neighbouring 
countries  in  ftrlA  alliance,  that  he  would  move 
the  captains  to  take  fome  pity  on  us.  ^fhis  in- 
flamed his  rage ;  he  repeated  his  threatenings  i 
and  turning  to  his  companions,  fpoke  with  gi-eat 
vehemence  in  the  Japanefe  language,  as  I  fuppofe^ 
often  ufing  the  word  Chrtftianos. 

The  largeft  of  the  two  pirate  fhips  was  com- 
manded by  a  Japanefe  captain,  who  fpoke  a  little 
Dutch,  but  very  imperfedlly.  He  came  up  to 
me,  and  after  ieveral  queftions,  which  I  anfwer- 
ed  in  great  humility,  he  faid  we  fhould  not  die. 
I  made  the  captain  a  very  low  bow ;  and  then 
turning  to  the  Dutchman  fjud,  I  was  fbrry  to 
find  more  mercy  ia  an  heathen^  than  in  a  brpther 
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Chriftian.  But  I  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  thofe 
fboliflx  words  :  For  this  malicious  reprobate,, 
having  often  endeavoured  in  vain  to  perfuade 
both  the  captains  that  I  might  be  thrown  into  the 
fca  (which  they  would  not  yield  to  after  the  pro- 
mife  made  me  that  I  fhould  not  die)  however 
prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  a  punifhment  inflidted 
on  mei  worfe,  in  all  human  appearance,  than 
death  itfelf.  My  men  were  fent  by  an  equal  divi- 
fion  into  both  the  pirate  ihipS|  and  my  iloopnew« 
manned.  As  to  myfelf ,  it  was  determined  thai 
I  fhould  be  (et  adrift  in  a  fmall  canoe,  with  pad* 
dies  and  a  fail,  and  four  days  provifions  ;  which 
laft  the  Japanefe  captain  was  fo  kind  to  double 
out  of  his  own  ftores^  and  would  permit  no  man 
to  fearch  me.  I  got  down  into  the  canoe,  whilt 
the  Dutchman,  ftanding  upon  the  deck,  loaded  me 
with  all  the  curfes  and  injurious  terms  hi^  laa* 
guage  could  aSbrd. 

About  an  hour  before  we  faw  the  pirates,  I  had 
taken  an  obfervation,  and  found  we  were  in  the 
latitude  of  46  N.  and  of  longitude  1 83.  When  I 
was  at  fome  diftance  from  the  pirates,  I  difcQver* 
cd  by  my  pocket-glafs,  feveral  iflands  to  the 
fouth-eaft.  I  fet  up  my  fail,  the  wind  being  fair, 
with  a  defign  to  reach  the  neareft  of  thofe  iflands, 
which  I  made  a  fhift  to  do  in  about  three  hours. 
It  was  all  rocky,  however  I  got  many  birds  eggs ; 
and  flriking  fire,  I  kindled  fbme  heath  and  dry  fea- 
weed,  by  which  I  roafted  my  eggs.  I  eat  no  o- 
ther  fupper,  being  refblved  to  fpare  my  provifions 
as  much  as  I  could.     I  pafTcd  the  night  under 

the 
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the  fhelter  of  a  rock,  flrewing  feme  heath  under 
me,  and  ilept  pretty  well. 
"  The  next  day  I  failed  to  another  ifland,  and 
thence  to  a  third  and  fourth,  ibmetimes  nfing 
my  fail,  and  fometimes  my  paddles.  But,  not  to 
tronUe  the  reader  with  a  particular  account  of 
my  diftrefs,  let  it  fuffice,  that  on  the  fifth  day  1 
.  arrived  at  the  laft  ifland  in  my  fight,  which  hef 
ibuth-£buth-eaft  to  the  former. 

This  ifland  was  at  a  greater  diftance  than  I  ex- 
pe£ted,  and  I  did  not  reach  it  in  lefs  than  five 
hours.  I  encompafied  it  almoft  round,  before  I 
could  find  a  convenient  place  to  land  in,  which 
was  a  fmall  creek  about  three  times  the  wideneis 
of  my  canoe.  I  found  the  ifland  to  be  all  rocky, 
only  a  little  intermingled  with  tufts  of  grafs,  and 
fweet-fmelling  herbs.  I  took  out  my  fm^  pro* 
vifions,  and  after  having  refrefhed  myfelf,  I 
fecured  the  remainder  in  a  cave,  whereof  there 
were  great  numbers*  I  gathered  'plenty  of  eggs 
Qpon  the  rocks,  and  got  a  quantity  of  dry  fea- 
weed,  and  parched  grafs,  which  I  defigned  to 
kindle  the  next  day,  and  roaft  my  eggs  as  well  as 
I  could  (for  I  had  about  me  my  flint,  fteel, 
match,  and  buming-glafs.)  I  lay  all  night  in  the 
cave  where  I  had  lodged  my  provifions.  My 
i>ed  was  the  fame  dry  grafs  and  fea-wced  which  I 
mtended  for  feud.  I  flept  very  little ;  for  the 
difquiets  of  my  mind  prevailed  over  my  wean- 
nefs,  and  kept  me  awake.  I  confidered  how  im- 
poffible  it  was  to  preferve  my  life  in  fo  defolate  a 
place>  and  how  miferable  my  end  muft  be  (  yet 
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found  myfelf  fo  liftlefs  and  defponding,  that  I 
had  not  the  heart  to  rife ;  and  before  I  coidd 
get  rpints  enough  to  creep  out  of  my  cave,  the 
ijaf  was  £ir  advanced^  I  walked  a  whik  among 
the  rocks,  the  fkj  was  perfedHy  clear,  and  die 
fun  fo  hot,  that  I  was  forced  to  turn  my  fisKe 
from  it :  When  all  on  a  fuddcn  it  became  ob- 
fcure,  as  I  thought,  in  a  manner  vcrj  diSEsrcta 
from  what  happens  by  the  interpofition  of  t 
cloud.  I  turned  back,  and  perceived  a  vaft 
opaque  body  between  me  and  the  fun»  n:ioTiiq[ 
forwards  towards  the  ifland  :  It  leemed  to  be  ^ 
bout  two  miles  high,  and  hid  the  fun  &%  or'ieyea 
minutes,  but  I  did  not  obfervc  the  air  to  be 
much  colder,  or  the  iky  more  darkened^  than 
if  I  had  ftood  under  the  (hade  of  a  mountam. 
As  it  approached  nearer  over  the  place  where  I 
was,  it  appeared  to  be  a  firm  fubfbnce,  the 
bdttom  flat,  fmooth,  and  ihining  very  bright 
from  the  reflexion  of  the.fea  below.  I  flood 
upon  a  height  about  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  fluore,  and  faw  thb  vaft  body  defcending  air 
moft  to  a  parallel  with  me,  at  lefs  than  an  EngUfh 
mile  diftance.  I  took  out  my  pocket-perfpcftive, 
and  could  plainly  difcovcr  numbers  of  people 
moving  up  and  down  the  fides  of  it,  which  ap- 
peared ta  be  flc^piag ;  but  what  thofe  peofde 
were  doing,  I  was  not^ablc  to  difUngiufli. 

The  natural  love  of  life  gave  me  fome  inward 

motions  of  joy,  and  I  was  ready  to  entertain  a 

hope,  that  this  adventure  might  fome  way  or 

other  help  to  deliver  me  from  the  deiblate  place 

X  and 
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and  condition  I  was  in.  But  at  the  fame  time 
the  reader  can  hardly  conceive  my  aflonifhment 
to  behold  an  ifland  in  the  air,  inhabited  by  men^ 
who  were  able  (as  it  ihould  feem)  to  raife  or  fink, 
or  put  it  into  a  progrellive  motion^  as  they  pleafed. 
But  not  being  at  that  time  in  a  difpofition  to  phi- 
Jofophife  upon  this  phaenomenon,  1  rather  chofe 
to  obfcrve  what  courfe  the  ifland  would  take, 
becaufe  it  feemed  for  a  while  to  ftand  ftill.  Yet 
loon  after  it  advanced  nearer,  and  I  could  fee 
the  fides  of  it  encompafled  with  feveral  grada- 
tions of  galleries,  and  Itairs,  at-  certain  intervals, 
to  defcend  from  one  to  the  other.  In  the  loweft 
gallery  I  beheld  fome  people  fifliing  with  long 
angling  rods,  and  others  looking  on.  I  waved 
my  cap  (for  my  hat  was  long  fince  worn  out)  and 
my  handkerchief  towards  the  ifland  \  and  upon 
its  nearer  approach  I  called  and  (houted  with  the 
ntmoft  flren^th  of  my  voice  \  and  then,  looking 
circumfpeAly,  I  beheld  a  crowd  gathered  to  that 
fide  which  was  moil  in  my  view.  I  found  by 
their  pointing  towards  me  and  to  each  other, 
that  they  plainly  difcovered  me,  although  they 
made  no  return  to  my  (houting.  But  1  could 
(ee  four  or  five  men  running  in  great  hade  up 
the  ftairs  to  the  top  of  the  ifland,  who  then  dif^ 
appeared*  I  happened  rightly  to  conjedture,  tliat 
thefc  were  fent  for  orders  to  fome  perfon  in 
authority  upon  this  occafion. 

The  ji umber  of  people  increafed,  and  in  lefs 
than    half  an  hour  the   ifland  was  moved  and 
raifed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  lowefl  gallery 
Vol.  V.  T  ^^^?jc<.<i 
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appeared  in  a  parallel  of  lefs  than  an  hundred 
yards  diftance  from  the  height  where  I  ftood.  I 
then  put  myfelf  into  the  moft  fupplicating  po- 
fturcs,  and  fpoke  in  the  humbleft  accent,  but 
received  no  anfwer.  Thofe  who  ftood  neareft 
over-againft  me,  feemed  to  be  perfons  of  difiinc' 
tion,  as  I  fuppofed,  by  their  habit.  They  con- 
ferred earneftly  with  each  other,  looking  often 
upon  me.  At  length  one  of  them  called  out  in 
a  clear,  polite,  fmooth  dialedl,  not  unlike  in 
found  to  the  Italian ;  and  therefore  I  returned 
an  anfwer  in  that  language,  hoping  at  leaft  that 
the  cadence  might  be  more  agreeable  to  his  ears. 
Although  neither  of  us  underftood  the  otheTf 
yet  my  meaning  was  eafily  known  ;  for  the  peo- 
ple faw  the  diftrefs  I  was  in. 

They  made  figns  for  me  to  come  down  from 
the  rock,  and  go  towards  the  (hore,  which  I 
accordingly  did ;  and  the  flying  ifland  being 
raifcd  to  a  convenient  height,  the  verge  direftly 
over  me,  a  chain  was  let  down  from  the  lowtft 
gallery,  with  a  feat  fattened  to  the  bottom,  to 
which  I  fixed  myfelf,  and  was  dravm  up  t^ 
puUies. 


( 
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CHAP.       n. 


T^e  humours  and  dtfpojitions  of  the  Laputians  de* 
feribed.  An  account  of  their  learning.  Of  the 
Kingj  and  his  court.  The  author's  reception  there. 
The  inhaUtants  fuhjeEl  to  fear  and  dif quietudes. 
Ah  account  of  the  women. 

T  my  alighting  I  was  furrounded  with  a 
crowd  of  people,  but  thofe  who  flood 
aeareft  fecmed  to  be  of  better  quality.  They 
beheld  me  with  all  the  marks  and  circumftances 
of  wonder,  neither  indeed  was  I  much  in  their 
debt ;  having  never  till  then  feen  a  race  of  mor-* 
tals  to  (iogular  in  their  ihapes,  habits,  and  coun- 
tenances. Their  heads  were  all  reclined  either 
to  the  right  or  the  left ;  one  of  their  eyes  turned 
inward,  and  the  other  dire£Uy  up  to  the  zenith  *. 
Their  outward  garments  were  adorned  with  the 
the  figures  of  funs,  moons,  and  ftars,  interwoven 
with  thofe  of  fiddles,  flutes,  harps,  uiimpets, 
gaittars,  harpficoi:d87  and  many  other  inftru- 
ments  of  mufic  unknown  to  us  in  Europe.  I 
oMcrved  here  and  there  many  in  the  habit  of 
fervants,  with  a  blown  bladder  faftened  like  a  flail 
T  2  to 

*  By  this  defcription  the  author  intended  to  ridicule  thofe 
who  wafte  life  in  fpeculative  fcicnce,  the  powers  of  whoft 
niods  are  as  abfurdly  employed  as  the  eyes  of  the  Lapntiaos. 
Uirwkef. 
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to  the  end  of  a  ihort  ftick,  which  they  carried  in 
their  hands.  In  each  bladder  was  a  fmall  quanti- 
ty of  dried  peafe,  or  little  pebbles  (as  I  was  after- 
wards informed.)  With  thefe  bladders  they  now 
and  then  flapped  the  mouths .  and  ears  of  thofi 
who  ftood  near  them,  of  which  pra£lice  I  could 
not  then  conceive  the  meaning.  Ic  feems  the 
minds  of  thefe  people  are  fo  taken  up  with  in- 
tenfe  fpeculations,  that  they  neither  can  fpeak 
nor  attend  to  the  diftourfes  of  others,  without 
being  roufcd  by  fome  external  taclcion  upon  the 
organs  of  fpcech  and  hearing  :  For  which  reaiba 
thoie  perfons,  who  are  able  to  afford  it,  always 
keep  z,  flapper  (the  original  is  climenole)  in  their 
family,  as  one  of  their  domeflics,  nor  ever  walk, 
abroad  or  make  viflts  without  him.  And  the 
bufinefs  of  this  officer  is,  when  two',  three,  or 
more  perfons  arc  in  company,  gently  to  ftrikc 
with  hiis  bladder  the  mouth  of  him  who  is  to 
fpeak,  and  the  right  ear  of  htm  or  them  to 
whom  the  fpeaker  addrcfleth  himfelf.  "DcS&flapm 
per  is  likewife  employed  diligently  to  attend  his 
mafter  in  his  walks,  and  upon  occafion  to  give 
him  a  foft  flap  on  his  eyes,  becaufe  he  is  always 
fo  wrapped  up  in  cogitation^  that  he  is  in  mani* 
fefl:  danger  of  falling  down  every  precipice,  and 
bouncing  his  head  againft  every  poft ;  and  in  the 
fh-eets  of  jufliling  others,  or  being  juftled  himfelf 
into  the  kennel. 

It  was  neceiTary  to  give  the  reader  this  infor- 
mation, without  which  he  would  be  at  the  fame 
lofs  with  me  to  undcrftand  the  proceedings  of 
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thefe  people,  as  they  conducted  me  up  the  (laii-s 
le  top  of  the  ifianJj  and  fiui^i  laencc  td  the 
palace*  While  we  were  alcending,  tfiey 
jot  fevvral  limes  what  they  were  about,  and 
tft  m^  to  iTiylclfi  till  their  memories  were ;  a- 
jiUn  rduftJ  by  their^i3^fiT*  for  they  appeared 
lltogeiher  mi  moved  by  the  fight  uf  my  torciga 
habit  and  countenance,  and  by  the  ihouts  of  the 
vulgar,  whole  tliought&  and  minds  were  mOre 
difen  gaged. 

At  laft  ive  entered   the  palate,  and  proceeded 

Into   the  chamber  of  prefence,  where   I  faw  the 

IGng  feated  on  his  thmne,  attended  on  each  fide 

,by  perfons  of  prime  quality*     Before  the  throne 

WtS  a   large  table  filled  with  globe&  and  fpheres^ 

^aod  niatheniatical  iufbriiments  of  all  kinds.      His 

Majeity  took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  us,  although 

^<mi'  entrance  was  not  without  fufficient  noife,  by 

tiie    ctHKOurfe   of  all  peHbns  belonging   to  the 

CQUL't,     But  hfi  v^as  then  deep  in  a  problem,  an4 

^ we  attended  at   kill  an  horn'    before  he  could 

^llEt  it.     There    ftood  by  him  oa  each  lide  a 

id^Ag  page  with  ^aps  in  their  hands,  and  when 

^ef  hkW  be  was  at  kifure,  one  of  them  gently 

Irucic   hif  mouth,  and  the  other  his  right  est  ; 

which  he  ftaned  like  one  awaked  on  the  Itid- 

and  looking  towards  me  and  the  company 

was  ia,  rccolleftcd  the  occafion  of  our  com- 

Sg,  whereof  he  had  been  informed  before-      He 

^okc   fome    words,    whereupon   im  media  rely   a 

young  man  with  a  flap  came  up  to  my  fide,  and 

fiapt  me  gently  on  the  right  ear  \  but  I  made  figns^ 

T  J  ^v 
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as  well  as  I  could,  that  I  had  no  occafion  for 
fuch  an  indrument  ;    which,    as   I  afterwards- 
found,   gave  his  Majefty  and  the  whole  court 
a  very  mean  opinion  of  my  underftanding.     The 
King,  as  far  as  I  could  conje£bure,  afked  me  fe^ 
veral  queftions,  and  I  addrefTed  myfelf  to  him 
in  all  the  languages  I  had.      When  it  wasfbuAd, 
that  I  could  neither  underiland,  nor  be  under- 
flood,  I  was  conduAed  by  his  order  to  an  apart- 
ment in  his  palace,  (this  prince  being  diftinguifh- 
cd  above  all  his  predeceflfars  for  his  hofpitality 
to  ftrangcrs)  where  two  fervants  were  appointed 
to  attend  me.     My  dinner  was  brought,  and 
four  perfons  of  quality,  whom  I  remembered  to 
have  feen  very  near  the  King's  perfon,  did  me 
the  honour  to  dine  with  me.    We  had  two  cour* 
fes  of  three  difhes  each.     In  the  firft  courfe  there 
was  a  fhoulder  of  mutton  cut  into  an  equilateral 
triangle,  a  piece  of  beef  into  a  rhomboides,  and 
a  pudding  inta  a  cycloid.      The  fecond  courfe 
was  two  ducks  trufied  up  into  the  form  of  fid- 
dles ;   faufages  and  puddings  refembling  flutes 
and  hautboys,  and  a  breaft  of  veal  in  the  ihape 
of  a  harp.    The  fervants  cut  our  bread  into  cones^ 
cylinders,  parallelograms,  and  fevcral  other  ma- 
thematical figures. 

While  we  were  at  dinner,  I  made  bold  to  afl: 
the  names  of  feveral  things  in  their  language ; 
and  thofe  noble  perfons,  by  the  afiiftancc  of  their 
Rappers,  delighted  to  give  me  anfwers,  hoping  to 
raife  my  admiration  of  their  great  abilities,  if  I 
could  be  brought  to  convcrfc  with  them.    I  was 

foon 
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boQ  able  to  call  for  bread  and  drink,  or  what-^ 
ever  elfe  I  wanted. 

After  dinner   my  company  withdrew,   and  a-' 
perfon  was  Tent  to  me  by  the  King's  order,  at- 
tended by  2L  flapper.     He  brought  with  him  pen> 
ink,  and  paper,  and  three  or  four  books,  giving 
me  to  undei^ftand  by  figns,  that  he  was  fent  to 
teach  me  the  language.      We  lat  together  four 
hours,  in  which  time  I  wrote  down  a  great  num- 
ber of  words  in  columns,  with  the  tranflation» 
over-againft  them  ;  I  likewife  made   a  ihift  to 
kam  federal  fhort   fentences.      For  my  tutor 
would  order  one  of  my  fervants  to  fetch  Tome- 
thing,  to  turn  about,  to  make  a  bow^  to  fit,  or 
to  ftand,  or  walk,  and  the  like.     Then   1  took 
ddwn  the  fcntence  in  writing.      He  fhcwed  mc 
alio  in  one  of  his  books  the  figures  of  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ftars,   the  zodiac,    the  tropics,  and 
polar  circles,  together  with  the  denominations  of 
many  figures  of  planes  and  folids.     He  gave  me 
the  names  and  defcriptions  of  all  the  mufical  in- 
ftniments,  and  the  general  terms  of  art  in  play- 
ing on  each  of  them.     After  he  had  left  me,  I 
placed  all  my  words,  with  their  interpretations,  in* 
alphabetical  order  r  And  thus  in  a  few  days,  by 
the  help  of  a  very  faithful  memory,  I  got  fome 
nifight  into  their  language. 

The  word,  which  I  interpret  the  flying  or  floaU 
ing  iflandy  b  in  the  original  Laputa,  whereof  I 
could  never  learn  the  true  etymology.  Lap  in 
the  old  obfolete  language  fignifieth  high^  and 
untuh  a  governor^  from  which  they  fay  by  cor- 
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ruption  was  derived  Laputa,  from  Lapuntuh* 
But  I  do  not  approve  of  this  derivation,  which 
feems  to  be  a  little  (drained.  I  ventured  to  offer 
to  the  learned  among  them  a  conjecture  of  taf 
own,  that  Laputa  was  quqfi  lap  outeds  lap  fignt- 
fying  properly  the  dancing  of  the  fun-beams  ia 
the  fea,  and  outed  a  wing  ;  which  however  I'fludt 
not  obtrude,  but  fubmit  to  the  judicious  reader^ 
Thofc  to  whom  the  King  had  entrufted  mc> 
obferving  how  ill  I  was  clad,  ordered  a  taylor  to 
come  next  morning,  and  take  meafure  for  a  fuit 
of  clothes.  This  operator  did  his  office  after  a 
different  manner  from  thofe  of  his  trade  in  Eib- 
rope.  He  firft  took  my  altitude  by  a  quadrant^ 
and  then  with  rule  and  compares  defcribed  the 
dimeniions  and  outlines  of  my  whole  body,  aA 
which  he  entered  upon  paper ;  and  in  fix  days 
brought  my  clothes  very  ill  made,  and  quite  out 
of  {hape^  by  happening  to  miftake  a  figure  ia 
the  calculation.  But  my  comfort  was,  that  I 
obferved  fuch  accidents  very  frequent,  and  little 
regarded. 

During  my  confinement  for  want  of  clothes^ 
and  by  an  indifpofition  that  held  me  fome  days 
longer,  I  much  enlarged  my  diflionary  \  and 
when  I  went  next  to  court  was  able  to  underw 
ftand  many  things  the  King  fpoke,  and  to  re* 
turn  him  fome  kind  of  anfwers.  His  Majefty 
had  given  orders,  that  the  iiland  ihould  move 
north-eaft  and  by  eaft  to  the  vertical  point  over 
Lagado,  the  metropolis  of  the  whole  kingdon^ 
below;  upon  the  firm  earth.    Xt  was  about  nine-- 


&•: 
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•^';   ty  leagues  diftant,  and  our  voyage  lafted  four 
Pj*   days  and  an  half.     I  was  not  in  the  leaft  fenfible 
*[   of  the  progreffive  motion  made  in  the  air  by  the 
°?|f   ifland.     On  the  fecond  morning,  about  eleven: 
'I    o'clock,  the  King  himfelf  in  perfon,  attended  by 
•■     his  nobility,  courtiers,  and  officers,  having  pre- 
7     pared  all  their  mufical  inftruments,    played  on: 
j     them*  for  three  hours  without  intermiffion,    fa 
.    that  I  was  quite  ftunned  with  the  noife  :  Neither 
could  I  poffibly  guefs  the  meaning,  till  my  tutor 
inforincd  me.     He  faid,  that  the  people  of  their 
jfland  had  their  ears  adapted  to  hear  the  muiic 
of  the  fpheres,  which  always  played  at  certain 
periodis,  and  the  court  was  now  prepared  to  bear  , 
their  part,  in  whatever  inftrument  they  moft  ex- 
celled. 

In  our  journey  towards  Lagado,  the  capital  ci- 
ty, his  Majefty  ordered  that  the  ifland  fliould 
ftop  over  certain  towns  and  villages,  from  whence 
he  might  receive  the  petitions  of  his  fubjedh. 
And  to  this  purpofe  feveral  pack-threads  were 
let  down  with  fmall  weights  at  the  bottom.  On 
thefe  pack-threads  the  peoplie  fti-ung  their  peti- 
tions, which  mounted  up  direftly,  like  the  fcraps 
of  paper  fattened  by  fchoolboys  at  the  end  of 
the  firing  that  holds  their  kite.  Sometimes 
wp  received  wine  and  viftuals  from  below,  which 
were  drawn  up  by  puUies. 

The  knowledge  I  had  in  mathematics  gave  me 
great  affiflance  in  acquiring  their  phrafeology, 
which  depended  much  upon  that  fcicnce  and  mu- 
fic  V  and' in  the  latter  I  was  not  unikilled.     Their 
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ideas  are  perpetually  conver&nt  in  lines  and  f 
gurcs.  If  they  would  for  example  praife  th 
beauty  of  a  woman,  or  any  other  annual,  the 
defcnbe  it  by  rhombs,  circles,  parallelogram 
ellipfes,  and  other  geometrical  terms,  or  b 
words-  of  art  drawn  from  mufic,  needlefs  hei 
to  repeat.  I  obfcrved  in  the  King's  kitchen  a 
forts  of  mathematical  and  mufical  inftrument 
after  the  figures  of  which  they  cut  up  th?  joini 
that  were  ferved  to  his  Majefty's  table. 

Their  houfes  arc  very  ill  built,  the  walls  b< 
vil,  without  one  right-angle  in  any  apartment 
and  this  defeft  arifcth  from  the  contempt  the 
bear  to  practical  geometry,  which  they  defpi 
as  vulgar  and  mechanic,  thofe  inftru^tions  the 
give  being  too  refined  for  the  intelledhials  of  the 
workmen,  which  occafions  perpetual  miftake 
And  although  they  are  dextrous  enough  upo 
a  piece  of  paper  in  the  management  of  the  rul 
the  pencil,  and  the  divider,  yet  in  the  commo 
aAions  and  behaviour  of  life  I  have  not  feen 
more  clumfy,  aukward  and  unhandy  people,  nc 
fo  flow  and  perplexed  in  their  conceptions  upo 
all  other  fubje^ts,  except  thofe  of  mathemati< 
and  mufic.  They  are  very  bad  reafoners,  an 
vehemently  given  to  oppofition,  unlefs  when  the 
happen  to  be  of  the  right  opinion,  which  is  fci 
dom  their  cafe.  Imagination,  fancy,  and  inver 
tion,  they  are  wholly,  ftrangers  to,  nor  have  an 
words  in  their  language,  by  which  thofej  ides 
can  be  expreiled  \  the  whole  compafs  of  thei 

thought 
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ghts  and  minds  being  (hut  up  within  the  two 
imentioned  fciences. 
Mod  of  them,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  deal 
the  aftronomical  part,  have  great  faith  in  ju- 
aftrology,  although  they  are  afhamed  to 
it  publicly.  But  what  I  chiefly  admired^ 
thought  altogether  unaccountable,  was  the 
ng  difpofition  I  obferved  in  them  towards 
[licws  and  politics,  perpetually  enquiring  into  pu- 
Mic  aflfairs,  giving  their  judgments  in  matters  of 
Rate,  and  paffionately  difputing  every  inch  of  a 
jputy  opinion.  I  have  indeed  obferved  the  fame 
difpofition  among  mofl  of  the  mathematicians  I 
^  have  known  in  Europe  ;  although  I  could  never 
^Ulcover  the  leaft  analogy  between  the  two  fcien- 
ces ;  unlefs  thofe  people  fuppofe,  that  becaufe  the 
finalleft  circle  hath  as  many  degrees  as  the  largeft^ 
tterefbre  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
vorkl  require  no  more  abilities,  than  the  hand- 
Ibg  and  turning  of  a  globe  :  But  I  rather  take 
this  quality  to  fpring  fixim  a  very  common  infir- 
ttiity  of  human  nature,  inclining  us  to  be  moft 
curious  and  conceited  in  matters  where  we  have 
leaft  ccMicem,  and  for  which  we  are  leaft  adapt- 
l.  td  either  by  ftudy  or  nature. 

Thefe  people  are  under  continual  difquietudes, 
never  enjoying  a  minute's  peace  of  mind ;  and 
their  difturbances  proceed  from  caufes,  which 
very  little  afltft  the  reft  of  mortals.  Their  ap- 
prehenfions  arife  from  feveral  changes  they  dread 
m  the  celcftial  bodies.  For  inftance,  that  the 
tznhy  by  the  continual  approaches  of  the  fun  to- 
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jvrards  it,  muft  in  courfe  of  time  be  abforb 
fwallowed  up.     That  the  fecc  of  the  fun 
degrees  be  encrufted-  with  its  own  effluvi 
^ive  no  more  light  to  the  world.    That  th« 
.very  narrowly  efcaped  a  brufh  from  the 
the  laft  comet,  which  would  have  infalli 
duced  it  to  afhes  ;  and  that  the  next,  whic 
Jiave  calculated  for  one  and  thirty  years 
will  probably  deftroy  us.     For,  if  in  its  ] 
lion  it  fhould  approach  within  a  .certain 
of  the  fun  (as   by  their  calculations  the; 
■reafon  to  dread)  it  will  receive  a  degree  c 
ten  thouf^nd  times  more  intenfe,  than  t 
•red-hot  glowing  iron  ;  and  in  its  abfencc 
the  fun,  carry  a  blazing  tail  ten  hundred 
iand  and  fourteen  miles  longj  through 
if  the  earth  fhould  pafs   at  the  diftance 
hundred   thoufand   miles   from  the   nucL 
main  body  of  the  comet,  it  muft  in  its 
be  fet  on  .fire,  and  reduced  to  afhes.     TJ 
fun,  daily  fpending  its  rays  without   any 
nient  to  fupply  them,  will  at  laft  be  wholl 
.fumed  and  annihilated ;  which  muft  be  at 
with  the  definition  of  this  earth,  and  of 
planets  that  receive  their  light  from  it  *. 

They  are  fo  perpetually  alarmed  with  t 
prehenfions  of  thefe,  and  the  like  imp 
dangers,  that  they  can  neither  fleep  qui 
their  beds,  oaor  have  any  relifh  for  the 
mon  pleafures  or  amufements  of  life. 
I 

•  All  thefc  were  fuppofitioos  of  pcrfons  cmmcnt 
time  for  mathemaucalknoviVcd^c.    Ha-wkej*. 
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they  meet  an  acquaimance  in  the  morning,  the 
-  firft  qticftion  is  about  the  fun's  health,  how  he 
looked  at  his  fetting  and  rifing,  and  what  hopes 
they  have  to  avoid  the  ftroke  of  the  approaching 
comet.  This  converfation  they  are  apt  to  run 
into  with  the  fame  temper,  that  boys  difcovcr  in 
•dehghting  to  hear  terrible  ftories  of  fpirits  and 
hobgoblios ;  which  they  greedily  liften  to,  and 
dare  not  go  to  bed  for  fear. 

The  women  of  the  ifland  have  abundance  of 
Vivacity  J  they  contemn  their  hufbands,  and  arc 
exceedingly  fond  of  ftrangers,  whereof  there  is 
always  a  confiderable  number  fi'om  the  conti- 
nent below  attending  at  court,  either  upon  af- 
r  feirs  of  the  feveral  towns  and  corporations,  or 
their  own  panicular  occasions,  but  are  much 
defpifed,  becaufe  they  want  the  fame  endow- 
ments. Among  thefe  the  ladies  chufe  their  gal- 
lants :  But  the  vexation  is,  that  they  aft  with 
too  much  eafe  and  fecurity,  for  the  hufband  is 
always  fo  wrapt  in  fpeculation,  that  the  miftrefs 
and  lover  may  proceed  to  the  greateft  familiarities 
before  his  face,  if  he  be  but  provided  with  pa- 
per and  implements,  and  without  his  flapper  at 
his  fide. 

The  wives  and  daughters  lament  their  confinc- 
tnent  to  the  ifland,  although  I  think  it  the  mofl: 
delicious  fpot  of  ground  in  the  world :  And  al- 
though they  live  here  in  the  greateft  plenty  and 
magnificence,  and  are  allowed  to  do  whatever 
they  pleafe,  they  long  to  fee  the  world,  and  take 
the  diverfions  of  the  metropolis,  which  they  arc 
Vol.  V.  U  idl^\ 
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^ot  allowed  to  do  without  a  particular  licence 
from  the  King ;  and  this  is  not  eafy  to  be  ob- 
tained, becaufe  the  people  of  quality  have  found 
by  frequent  experience,  how  hard  it  is  to  per- 
fuade  their  women  to  return  from  below.  I  was 
told,  that  a  great  couit  lady,  who  had  ieveral 
children,  is  married  to  the  prime  miniftcr,  the 
richeft  fubjeft  in  the  kingdom,  a  very  graceful 
perfon,  extremely  fond  of  her,  and  lives  in  the 
£neft  palacB  of  the  ifland,  went  down  to  I&gado 
on  the  pretence  of  health,  there  hid  herfelf  for 
ieveral  months,  till  the  King  feht  a  warrant  to 
fearch  for  her,  and  (he  was  found  in  an  obfcure 
cating-houfe  all  in  rags,  having  pawned  her 
.clothes  to  maintain  an  old  deformed  footman, 
who  beat  her  every  day,  and  in  whofe  com- 
pany {he  was  taken  much  againft  her  will. 
And  although  her  hufband  received  her  with 
all  poffible  kindnefs,  and  without  the  leaft  re- 
proach, (he  foon  after  contrived  to  fteal  down 
again  with  all  her  jewels  to  the  fame  galliht,  and 
hath  not  been  heard  of  fincc. 

This  may  perhaps  pais  with  the  reader  rather 
for  an  European  or  Englifh  ftory,  than  for  one 
of  a  country  fo  remote.  But  he  may  pleafe  to 
confider,  that  the  caprices  of  women-kind  are 
Jiot  limited  by  any  climate  or  nation,  and  that 
they  are  much  more  uniform  than  can  be  cafily 
imagined. 

In  about  a  month's  time,  I  had  made  a  tole- 
rable proficiency  in  their  language,  and  was  able 
to  anlVer  moft  of  the  King's  queftions^  when  I 

tad 
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had  the  honour  to  attend  him'.  His  Majefty  dif- 
covered  not  the  leaft  curiofity  to  enquire  into 
the  laws,  government,  hiftory,  religion,  or 
manners  of  the  countries  where  I  had  been,  but 
confined  his  queftions  to  the  ftate  of  mathema- 
tics, and  received  the  account  I  gave  him  with 
great  contempt  and  indifference,  though  often 
rou(ed  l^  his  flapper  on  each  fide. 


CHAP.       III. 

A pbanomenon  folved  by  modern  philofophy  and  aflro^ 
mmy>  The  Laputians  great  improvements  in  t/je 
latter.  The  Kin^s  method  of  fupprejjing  injurrec' 
tions^ 


IDefired  leave  of  this  prince  to  fee  the  curiofi- 
tics  of  the  ifland,  which  he  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  grant,  and  ordered  my  tutor  to  attend 
me.  I  chiefly  wanted  to  know,  to  what  caufe 
in  art  or  in  nature  it  owed  its  feveral  motions, 
whereof  I  will  now  give  a  philofc^hical  account 
to  the  reader. 

The  flying  or  floating  ifland  is  ^xaftly  circular, 
ks  diameter  7837  yards,  or  about  four  miles  and 
an  half,  and  confequently  contains  ten  thoufand 
acres.  It  is  three  hundred  yards  thick.  The 
bottom,  or  under  furface,  which  appears  to 
thofe  who  view  it  from  below,  is  one  even  regular 
plate  of  adamant,  ftiooting  up  to  the  height  of 
about  two  hundred  yards.  Above  it  lie  the  feve- 
U  2  ral 
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ral  minerals  in  their  ufual  order,  and  over  all  k 
a  coat  of  rich  mould,  ten  or  twelve  fett  deep, 
The  declivity  of  the   upper  fui^face,  from  the 
circumfci*ence  to  the  centre,  is  the  natural  caufe; 
why  all  the  dews  and  rains,  which  fall  upon  the 
ifland,  are  coaveyed   in   fmall  rivulets   towards; 
the  middle,  where   they  are   emptied  into  four 
large  bafons,  each  of  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit 
and  two  hundred  yards  diftant  from  the  centre.. 
From  thefe  bafons  the  water  is  continually  ex- 
haled by  the  fun  in  the  day-time,  which  effedhi- 
ally  prevents  their  overflowing.     Befides,  as  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  monarch  to  raife  the  ifland 
above  the  region  of  clouds  and  vapours,  he  can 
prevent  the  falling  of  dews  and  rains  whenever  he 
pleafes.      For   the  higheft   clouds   cannot   rife 
above  two  miles,  as   naturalifts   agree,  at   leaft 
they  were  never  known  to  do  fo  in  that  country^ 
At  the  centre  of  the  ifland  there  is  a  chafm  a- 
bout  fifty  yards  in  diameter,  from  whence  the 
afl:ronomers  defcend  into  a  large  dome,  which  ii- 
therefore  called  jlandona  gagnole^  or  the  aJlron(H 
met^s  cave^  fi^lited  at  the  depth  of  a  hundred 
yards  beneath  the  upper  furface  of  the  adamant. 
In  this  cave  are  twenty  lamps  continually  burn- 
ing, which,  fron^  the  refleftion  of  the  adamant^ 
caS  a  ftrong  light  .into  every  part.     The  place  is- 
ftored  with  great  variety  of  fextants,.  quadrants, 
telefcopes,  aflrolabes,  and  other  afl:ronpmical  in- 
ftruments.       But  the  greateft    curiofity,    upon 
which  the  fate  of  the  ifland  depends,  is  a  load- 
ftone  of  a  prodigious  fize,  infliape  rcfembling  a 
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weaver's  ihuttle.  It  is  in  length  fix  yards,  and 
^  m  the  thickeft  part  at  leaft  three  yards  over. 
This -magnet  is  fuftained  by  a  very  ftrong  axle 
tf  adamant  paffing  through  its  middle,  upon 
which  it  plays,  and  is  poifed  fo  exactly,  that  the 
weakeft  hand  can  turn  it.  It  is  hooped  round 
with  an  hollow  cylinder  of  adamant,  four  feet 
deep,  as  many  thick,  and  twelve  yards  in  diame* 
ter,  placed  horizontally,  and  fupported  by  eight 
adamantine  feet,  each  fix  yards  high.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  the  concave  fide  there  is  a  groove  twelve 
mches  deep,  in  which,  the  extremities  of  the  axle 
are  lodged,  and  turned  round,  as  there  is  occa-- 
fion. 

The  flone  cannot  be  mtoved  from  its  place-bj^ 
any  force,  becaufe  the  hoop  and  its  feet. are  one 
continued  piece  with  that  body  of  adamant,, 
which  conftitutes  the  bottom  of  the  ifland. 

By  means  of  this  loadftone.the  ifland  is  made 
to  rife  and  fall,  and  move  from  one  place  ta 
another.  For,,  with  refpeft  to  that  part  of  the 
earth  over  which  the  monarch  prefides,.the  flone 
is  endued  at  one  of  its  fides,  with  an  attractive- 
power,  and  at  the  other  with. a  repulfive.  Upon 
placing  the  magnet  ereft,  with  its  attracting  end 
towards  the  earth,  the  ifland  defcends  j.  but  when; 
the  repelling  extremity  points  downwards,  the 
ifland  mounts  direftly  upwards.  When  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  flone  is  oblique,  the  motion  of  the 
ifland  is  fo  too :  For  in  this  magnet  the  forces, 
always. aft  in.lines  parallel  to  its  direftion. 

V^  By 
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Bfthis  oblique  motion  the  ifland  is  conveyed 
to  JilRirm  parts  of  the  monarch's  dominions. 
To'cxpbun  the  manner  of  its  progrcfe,  let  AB 
reprefent  a  line  drawn  acrofe  the  dominions  of 
Babiibarbiy  let  the  line  cd  reprefent  the  load- 
ftone,  of  which  let  d  be  the  repelling  end,  and  c 
the  nttrafting  end,  the  ifland  being  over  C  /  let 
the  ftone  be  placed  in  the  p6fition  c  d^  with,  its 
repelling  end  downwards  ;  thpn  the  ifland  will  be 
driven  upwards,  obliquely  towards  Z).     "When  it 
B  arrived  a^Z),  let  the  ftone  be  turned  upon  its 
axle  till  its  attracting  end  points  towards  E^  ^nd 
then  the  ifland  will  be  carried  obliquely  towards 
E;  where  if  the  ftone  be  again  turned  upon  its 
axle  till  it  fiands  in  the  pofltiOn  E  Fy  with  its 
repelling  point  downward,  the  ifland  will  rife 
obHqiiely  towards  F^  where,   by  direffing  the 
attracting  end  towards  G,  the  ifland  may  be  car^ 
ricd  to  G,  and  fromG  to  //",  by  turning  the  ftone,. 
fo  as  to  make  its  repelling  extremity  point  direct- 
ly downward.     And  thus,  by  changing  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  ftone  as  often  as  there  isoccafion, 
the  ifland  is  made  to  rife  and  fall  by  turns  in  an 
obMque  direftion,  and  by  thofe  alternate  rifings 
and  fallings  (the  obliquity  being  not  conflderable) 
is  conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  dominions  to 
the"  other. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  ifland  tan- 
not  move,  beyond  the  extent  of  the  dominions 
below,  nor  can  it  rife  above  the  height  of  four 
miles.  For  which  the  aftronomers  (who  have 
written  large  fyftems  concerning  the  ftone)  aflign 
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die  following  reafoh :  That  the  magnetic  virtue 
doea:'hot  extiend  beyond  xthe  difbrnce  of  foot 
'Mt^'Sunl'that  jtbe  min^^^  ivtucli'afts  'u{x>n  t&e 
ftone  in   the  bowels  ^f  the  earthy  ^nd  in  t&e 
&a  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  the  fhore,  i 
not  difiufed  through  the  whole  globe,  but  tel 
miaSated  with  the  limits  of  the  Kmg's  dooiimoi] 
abd  it  was'eafy^  from  the  great  advantage  of  fu 
afuperior  fituation/'-for  a  prince  to 'brmK^undi 
his  obedience  whatever  country  lay  jlvi3Un:t 
attraAibn  of  thsf-ihAgpsu     * "  -^i  ^i^iK^r 

When  dig  ll^pe  iCpiit^ptenH  to  t^Lptane  <  £■ 
*      '^A,  iMc.  ifland'  itaiicictk  fijlU  fdv  in  th  it 
omiti^"  bf  *it;  being.'<at  C^^xliftazy  e 
^^vitii  .^eqiial  ibrceJteue  one  i  %^ 
iwards,  jbe  otkerJ^piifhing  u]  >» 
^^^^u^tAy  no  g^Btira  . 

This  loadfloneriiH^fniicr  the  care,  of  certam. 
aftrpnomers,  who  from  time  to  time  give  it  fuc  i 
^fitions  as  the  monarch  dire^.  They  fpec  i^ 
Sie  greateft  part  of  their  lives  in.  obferving  tl  e 
teleftial  bodies,  which  they  do  by  the  aiiiftanf 
Elf  glafles,  far  excelling  ours  in  goodnefs.  Fo 
lUhough  their  largefl  telefcopes  do  not  exc 
three  feet,  they  magnify  much  more  than  tha  b 
an  hundred  with  us,  and  fhew  the  flars  wit  i 
ter  cleamefs.  This  advantage  hath  ens  • 
d  them  to  exte&d  their  difcoveries  much  fav* 
than  our  aftronomcrs  in  Europe ;  for  thcj^ 
<^aMi4^  ft  gattflloguc  'of  tan-  ihoufand  Asdi 
,  whereas  the  largcft  of  ours  do  not  contain 
s^vc  one  third  pai't  of  that  number.    TYvc^ 
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liave  likewife  difcovercd  two  leffcr  ftars,  i 
litesj  which  revolve  about  Mars,  whereof 
Bcrmoft  is  diftant  from  the  centre  of  the  ] 
planet  exadUy  three  of  bis  diameters^  a 
outernrioft,  five ;  the  former  revolves  in  tl 
of  ten  hours,  and  the  latter  in  twenty-o 
an  half  5  fo  that  the  fquares  of  their  pe 
times  are  very  near  in  the  fame  proporti< 
the  cu^ijps  of  their  diftance  from  the  ce 
Mars.}  which  evidently  fhews  them  to  be  | 
ed  by  the  fame  law  of  gravitation^  that  ini 
the  other  heavenly  bodies. 

They  have  obfcrved  ninety-three  diffei 
mets,  and  fettled  their  periods  with  great 
oefs*:  H  this  be  true  (and  they  affirm 
great  confidence)  it  is  much  to  be  wi(he 
their  obfervations  were  made  public,  wher 
dieory  of  comets,  which  at  prefent  is  vei 
and  defedive,  might  be  brought  to  the  fai 
fibdlion.  with  the  other  parts  of  af^ronomy* 

The  King  would,  be  the  moft  abfolutc 
in  the  univerfe,  if  he  could,  but  prevail  o 
xufi:ry  to  join  with  him/.  But  thefe,  havii 
dlates  below  on  the  continent,,  and  conf 
that  the  office  of  a  favourite  hath  a  very 
tain  tenure,  would  never  con&nt  to  the 
ing  their  country. 

If  any  town.fhould  engage  in  rebellion' 
tiny,  fall  into  violent  faftions,  or  refiife 
the  ufual  tribute,  the  King  hath  two  n 
of  reducing  them  to  obedience.     The  fi 
thei  mildeft  courfe  is  b;  keeping  the  iila 
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kcring  oter  fuch  a  town,  and.  the  lands  about  it^ 

prhereby  he  can  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of 

Hk  fun  and  the  rain,  and  confequently  afflitH:  the 

idiabitants  with  dearth  and  difeafes.     And  if  the 

^ime  deferve  it^  they  are  at  the  fame  time  pehed 

from  above  with  great  ilones,  againfl  which  they 

htre  no  defence  but  by  creeping  into  cellars  or 

faves,  while  the  roofe  of  their  houfes  are  beatea 

to  ^eces.     But  if  they  flill  continue  obftinate,  or 

ff&x  to  raife  infurredlions,  he  proceeds  to  the 

hft  remedy,  by  letting  the  ifland  drop  direftly 

vpon  their  heads,  which  makes  uh  univcrfal  de- 

Iruftion  both  of  houfes  and  men.     However^ 

ibis  is  an  extremity  to  which  the  prince  is  feldom 

driven  ;  neither  indeed  is  he  willing  t6  put  it  in 

execution^  nor  dare  his  minifters  adviie  him  ta 

mafUon,  which  as  it  would  render  them  odious 

(0  the  people,  fo  it  would  be  a  great  damage  to 

their  own  eflates,  which  lie  all  below  \  for  the 

ifland  is  the  King's  demefne. 

But  there  is  ftill  indeed  a  more  weighty  rea- 
fon,  why  the  kings  of  this  country  have  been 
always  averfe  from  exccuthig  fo  terrible  an  ac- 
tion>  Hnlefs  upon  the  utmoft  neceffity.  For  if 
the  town  intended  to  be  deftroyed  fhould  have 
in  it  any  tall  rocks,  as  it  generally  falls  out  in  the 
larger  cities,  a  fituation  probably  chofen  at  firft 
with  a  view  to  prevent  fuch  a  cataftrophe  j  or  if 
it  abound  in  high  fpires,  or  pillars  of  ftone,  a 
(udden  fall  might  endanger  the  bottom  or  under 
(urface  of  the  ifland,  which,  although  it  coufift, 
as  I  have  faid,  of  one  entire  adamant^  two  liuh- 

drcd 
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dred  yards  thick,  might  happen  to  crack  by  toa 
great  a  fhock,  or  burfl  by  approaching  t6o  near 
the  fires  from  the  houfes  below,  as  the  backs 
both  of  iron  and  ftone  will  often  do  in  our  chim* 
nies.  Of  all  this  the  people  are  well  apprifed, 
and  underftand  how  far  to  carry  their  obftinacy, 
where  their  liberty  or  property  is  concerned. 
And  the  King,  when  he  is  higheft  provoked, 
and  moft  determined  to  prefs  a  city  to  rubbifh, 
orders  the  ifland  to  defcend  with  great  gentlenefs, 
ont  of  a  pretence  of  tendernefs  to  his  people;^ 
but  indeed  for  fear  of  breaking  the  adamandne 
bottom ;  in  which  cafe,  it  is  the  opinion  of  alt 
their  philofophers,  that  the  loadftone  could  no 
longer  hold  it  up,  and  the  whole  mafs  would 
fell  to  the  ground. 

By  a  fundamental  law  of  this  realm,  neither 
the  King,  nor  either  of  his  two  elder  fons,  are 
permitted  to  leave  the  ifland,  nor  the  Queen|. 
till  (he  is  paft  child-bearings 


C    H    A    P.        IV. 

The  author  /eaves  Laputa,  is  conveyed  to  Balnibar-^ 
bi,  arrives  at  the  metropolis.  A  defcription  of 
the  metropolis^  and  the  country  adjoining.  The 
author  hofpiiably  received  hy  a  great  lord.  His 
converfation  with  that  lord* 

ALTHOUGH  Icannot  fay  that  T was  ill-treat- 
ed   in  this  ifl)Eind,  yet  I  muft  confefs  I 
thought  myfelf '  too  much  neglected,  not  without 

(bme: 
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4bme  degree  of  contempt.  For  ndltlier  prince 
•aor  people  appeared  1:0  be  curious  in  any  part  of 
-knowledge,  except  mathematics  and  mufic,  where- 
in I  was  fftr  their  inferior,  and  upon  that  account 
^cry  little  regarded. 

On  Ithe  other  fide,  after  having  feen  all  the 
curiofities  of  the  ifland,  I  was  very  defirous  to 
■leave  it,  being  heartily  weary  of  tho(e  people. 
They  were  indeed  excellent  in  two  fciences,  for 
which  I  have  great  eileem,  and  wherein  I  am  not 
finverfed,  but  at  the  fame  time  fo  abftra&ed  and 
involved  in  fpeculation,  that  I  never  met  withfuch 
difagreeable  companions.  I  converfed  only  with 
women,  tradefmen,  flappers^  and  court-pages, 
during  two  months  of  my  abode  there  ;  by  which 
at  laft  I  rendered  myfelf  extremely  contemptible ; 
yet  thefe  were  the  only  people,  from  whom  I 
could  ever  receive  a  reafbnable  anfwer. 

I  had  obtained  by  hard  ftudy  a  good  degree 
of  knowledge  in  their  language  ;  I  was  weary  of 
being  confined  to  an  ifland,  where  I  received  fo 
little  countenance,  and  refolved  to  leave  it  with 
the  firft  opportunity. 

There  was  a  great  lord  at  court,  nearly  rebt* 
ed  to  the  King,  and  for,  that  reafon  alone  ufed 
with  refpeft.  He  was  univerfally  reckoned  the  moft 
ignorant  and  >ftupid  perfon  among  them.  He  had 
performed  many  eminent  fervices  for  the  crown, 
bad  great  natural  and  acquired  parts,  adorned 
with  integrity  and  honour,  but  fo  ill  an  ear  for 
mufic,  that  his  detractors  reported  he  had  been 
pfitCQ  known  to  beat  time  in  the  wi^ong  place ; 

neither 
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be  pleafed  to  explain  to  me,  what  could  be  meaot 
by  fo  many  bufy  heads,  hands,  and  faces,  bodl 
in  the  ftreets  and  the  fields,  becaufe  I  did  not  dit 
cover  any  good  effefts  they  produced  j  but  on 
the  contrary,  I  never  knew  a  foil  fo  unhap|nly 
cultivated,  houfes  fo  ill  contrived  and  fo  ruinoui, 
or  a  people  whofe  countenances  and  habit  expref- 
fed  fo  much  mifery  and  want. 

This  Lord  Munodi  was  a  perfon  of  the  ftrft 
rank,  and  had  been  fome  years  governor  of  La- 
gado ;  but  by  a  cabal  of  minifters  was  difchar- 
ged  for  infufficiency. 

However,  the  King  treated  him  with  tender- 
nefs,  as  a  well-meaning  man,  but  of  a  low  con- 
temptible underftanding. 

When  I  gave  that  free  cenfure  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  inhabitants,  he  made  no  fiuthcr 
anfwer,  than  by  telling  me,  that  I  had  not  been 
long  enough  among  them  to  form  a  judgment  \ 
and  that  the  different  nations  of  the  world  had 
different  cuftoms  ;  with  other  common  topics  tc 
the  fame  purpofe.  But,  when  we  returned  tc 
his  palace,  he  aiked  me  how  I  liked  the  building, 
what  abfurdities  I  obferved,  and  what  quarrd  ] 
had  with  the  drefs  or  looks  of  his  domcftics 
This  he  might  fafely  do;  becaufe  every  diinj 
about  him  was  magnificent,-  regular,  and  polite 
I  anfwercd,  that  his  Excellency's  prudence,  qua 
lity  and  fortune,  had  exempted  him  from  thof 
defeds,  which  folly  and  beggary  had  producei 
in  others.  He  faid,  if  I  would  go  with  him  t< 
iiis  country-houfe,  about  twenty  miles  diftani 

whcri 
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where  his  cftatc  lay,  there  would  be  more  leifure 
ix  this  kind  of  converfation.  I  told  his  Excel-* 
kncy,  that  I  was  entirely  at  his  difpofal;  and 
accordingly  we  fet  out  next  morning. 

During  our  journey,  he  made  me  obferve  the 
fe?eral  methods  ufed  by  farmers  in  managing 
their  lands;  which  to  me  were  wholly  unac- 
countable ;  for,  except  in  fome  very  few  places,  I 
could  not  difcovcr  one  ear  of  corn,  or  Wade  of 
grafs^  But  in  three  hours  travelling,  the  fcene 
was  whcrily  altered ;  we  came  into  a  moft  beauti- 
ful country  ^  farmers  houfes  at  imall  diflances, 
neatly  built ;  the  fields  inclofed^  containing  vine- 
yards, corn-grounds,  and  meadows.  Neither  do 
I  remember  to  have  feen  a  more  delightful  pro- 
fyddi.  His  Excellency  obferved  my  countenance 
to  clear  up ;  he  told  me  with  a  figh,  that  ther& 
his  eftate  began,  and  would  continue  the  fame^ 
till  we  fbould  come  to  his  houfe  ;  That  his 
countvymea  ridiculed  and  dcfpifed  him  for  ma- 
Dagiog  his  affairs  no  better,  and  for  fetting  fo  ill 
an  example  to  the  kingdom ;  which  however  was 
IbUowed  by  very  few,  fuch  as  were  old,  and  wil- 
fiil^  and  weak  like  himfelf  . 

We  came  at  length  to  the  houfe,  which  was 
indeed  a  noble  ftru^lurcy  built  according  to  the 
beft  rules  of  ancient  archite^bure.  The  foun- 
tains, gardens,  walks^  avenues,  and  groves,  were 
all  difpofed  with  exafb  judgment  and  tafte.  I 
gave  due  praifes  to  every  thing  I  faw,  whereof 
bis  Excellency  took  not  the  lead  notice  till  after 
fijpper  \  wheui,  there  being  no  third  companion,. 
X  Z  l&e. 
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he  told  me  with  a  very  melancholy  air,  that  he 
doubted  he  muft  throw  down  his  houfes  in  town 
and  country  to  rebuild  them  after  the  prefcnt 
mode,  deftroy  all  his  plantations,  and  caft  others 
into  fuch  a  form  as  modem  ufage  required,  and 
give  the  fame  direftions  to  all  his  tenants,  unlefr 
he  would  fubmit  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  ptidc^ 
Angularity,  afieftation,  ignorance,  caprice,  and 
perhaps  increafe  his  Majefty's  difpleafure. 

That  the  admiration  I  appeared  to  be  under,, 
would  ceafe  or  diminifh,  when  he  had  informed 
me  of  fome  particulars,  which  probably  I  never 
heard  of  at  courts  the  people  there  being  toa 
much  taken  up  in  their  own  fpeculations  to  hav^ 
regard  to  what  paffed  here  below. 

The  fum  of  his  difcourfe  was  to  this  effeft  ^ 
That  about  forty  years  ago,  certain  perfons  went 
up  to  Laputa,  either  upon  bufinefs  or  diverfion, 
and,  after  five  months  continuance,  came  bade 
with  a  very  little  fmattering  in  mathematics,  hw 
foil  of  volatile  fjMrits  acquired  in  that  airy  region^ 
That  thefe  perfons,  upon  their  return,  began  to 
diflike  the  management  of  every  thing  below,  and 
fell  into  fchemes  of  putting  all  arts,  -  fciences,  lan-» 
guages,  and  mechanics  upon  a  new  foot.  To 
this  end,  they  procured  a  royal  patent  for  erect- 
ing an  academy  of  projeftors  in  Lagado ;  and  the 
humour  prevailed  fo  ftrongly.  among  the  people, 
that  there  is  not  a  town  of  any  confequence  in 
the  kingdom,  without  fuch  an  academy.  In  thefe- 
colleges  the  profdTors  contrive  new  rules  and  rae*« 
^hods  of  agriculture  and  building,  and  new  in^ 

ftcumeats 
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:   ftruments  and  tools  for  all  trades  and  manufac- 
lures  ;  wherebyi  as  they  undertake  one  man  fhall 
do  the  work  of  ten^  a  palace  may  be  built  in  a 
weekj  of  materials  fo  durable  as  to  lafl  for  ever 
without  repairing.     All  the  finiits  of  the  earth 
Ihall  come  to  maturity  at  whatever  feafon  we 
think  fit  tochufe,  and  increafe  an  hundred  fold 
more  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  with  innumerable 
other  happy  propofals.     The  only  inconvenience 
is,  that  none  of  thefe  projefts  are  yet  brought  to 
perfeftion ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  whole  coun^ 
iry  lies  miferably  wafte,  t-he  houfes-  in  ruins,,  and 
ihe  people  without  food   or  cloaths.      By  all 
which,    inftead  of  being  difcouraged,   they  are 
fifty  times  more  violently  bent  upon  profecntihg 
Aeir  fchemes,  driven  equally  on  by  hope  and  de^- 
impair :  That  as  for  himfelf,  being  not  of  an  en- 
terprifing  fpirit,  he  was  content  to  go  on  in  the 
#ld  forms,  to  live  in  the  houfes  his  anceftors  had 
built,  and  aft  as  they  did  in  every  part  of  life 
without  innovation  :   That  fome  few  other  per- 
fons  of  quality  and  gentry  had  done  the  fame,, 
but  were  looked  on,  with  an  eye  of  contempt  and 
ai-will,  as  enemies  to  the  art,  ignorant,  and  ill 
commonwealth's  men,  preferring  their  own  eafe 
and  floth  before  the  general  improvement  of  their 
country. 

His  Lordfhip  added,  that  he  would  not,  by  any 
^irther  particulars  prevent  the  pleafure  I  ihould. 
:ertainly  take  in  viewing  the  grand  academy,  whi- 
Jier  he  was  refolved  I  ihould  go.  He  only  defir-^ 
:d  me  to  obferye  a  ruined  building  upon  the  fide 
X  3  -       9£ 
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of  a  mountain  about  three  miles  diftant^  of  which  i 
he  gave  me  this  account :  That  he  had  a  vaf 
convenient  mill  within  half  a  mile  of  his  houfe^ 
turned  by  a  current  from  a  large  river,  and  fuffi- 
cient  for  his  own  femily,  as  well  as  a  great  number 
of  his  tenants  :  That  about  feven  years  ago,  a 
club  of  thofe  projeftors  cime  to  him  with  propo- 
fals  to  deftroy  this  mill,  and  build  another  on  the 
fide  of  that  mountain,  on  the  long  ridge  whereof 
a  long  canal  muft  be  cut  for  a  repofitory  of  wa- 
ter, to  be  conveyed  up  by  pipes  and  engines  to 
fupply  the  mill :  Becauie  the  wind  and  air  upon 
a  height  agitated  the  water,  and  thereby  made  it 
fitter  for  tnotion ;  and  becaufe  the  water  de^ 
fcending  down  a  declivity,  would  turn  the  mill 
with  half  the  current  of  a  river,  whofe  courfe  is 
more  upon  a  level.  ,  He  faid,  that  being  then  not 
very  well  with  the  court,  and  prefled  by  many  of 
his  friends,  he  complied  with  the  propofal^  and 
after  employing  an  hundred  men  for  two  years'^ 
the  work  mifcarried,  the  projectors  went  ofi^ 
laying  the  blame  entirely  upon  him,  railing  at 
him  ever  fincej  and  putting  others  upon  the  fame 
experiment,  with  equal  aflurance  of  fuccefs,  as 
well  as  equal  difappointraem. 

In  a  few  days  we  'came  back  to  town  ;  and  his 
Excellency  confidering  the  bad  charaAer  he  had  in 
the  academy,  would  not  go  with  me  himfelf,  but 
recommended  me  to  a  friend  of  his  to  bear  me 
company  thither.  My  Lord  was  pleafed  to  re« 
prefent  me  as  a  great  admirer  of  proje^,  and  at 

perfon 
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l;erfoa  of  much  curiofity,  and  eafy  belief;  which 
iSideed  was  not  without  truth,  for  I  had  niyielf 
^kcQ  a  fort  of  projeAor  in  my  younger  days» 


C    H    A    P-        V*. 

Tie  author  permitted  to  fee  the  grand  academy  g/^La- 
gado.  The  academy  largely  defcrihed.  The  arts 
wherein  the  prof ejfors  employ  themf elves. 

THIS  academy  is  not  an  entire  fingle  building, 
but  a  continuation  of  feveral  houfes  oa 
both  fides  of  a  ftreet>.  which  growing  wafte,  was 
purchaiedj  and  applied  to  that  ufe. 

I 

*  Howerer  wild  the  dcfcription  of  the  flying  iflaod,  and  the 
saooerf  and  Tarious  projcAs  of  the  philofophers  of  Lagado  may 
appear,  yet  it  is  a  real  pi^re,  embellinicd  with  much  latent  wit 
and  honxmr.  It  is  a  fatire  upon  thofe  aftronomerf  and  matbe- 
mtkkuis  who  hare  ib  entirely  dedicated  their  time  to  the  pla- 
sets,  that  they  have  been  carelefs  of  their  family  and  country^ 
and  hare  been  chiefly  anxious  about  the  oeconomy  and  welfare 
•f  the  upper  worlds.  But  if  we  conlider  Swiit's  romance  in  a 
ferioos  Ugbt,  we  fball  find  him  of  opinion,  that  tho(e  determi- 
■ations  in  philofophy,  which  at  prcfent  ieem  to  the  moA  know* 
faig  men  to  be  perfe^y  well  founded  and  underOood,  are  in  rca^ 
Ktf  uniettled,  or  uncertain,  and  may  perhaps,  fbme  ages  hence, 
be  as  much  decried  as  the  axioms  of  Aridotle  are  at  this  day* 
Sir  liaac  Newton  and  his  notions  may  hereafter  be  out  of  fa* 
frion.  There  is  a  kind  of  mode  in  philofophy,  as  well  as  in  o- 
ther  things  :  And  fuch  modes  often  change  more  from  the  hu* 
BKHir  and  caprice  of  men,  than  either  from  the  unreafbnable  or 
the  ill-founded  conclufions  of  the  philofophy  itielf.  The  ioh 
ibniiigs  of  fome  philofophfrs  have  undoubtedly  better  foondai- 
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I  was  rccivcd  very  kindly  by  the  warde 
went  for  miany  days  to  the  academy. 
room,  hath  in  it  one  or  more  proje£tors 
believe  I  could  not  be  in  fewer  than  five  h 
rooms.- 

The  firft  man  I  faw  was  of  a  meagre 
with  footy  hands  and'  face,  his  hair  and 
long,  ragged,  and  iinged  in  feveral  placej 
cbaths,,  fhirt,  and  fkin,  were  all  of  the  fa 
Four.  He  had  been  eight  years  upon  a 
for  extraftmg  fun-beams  out  of  cucumbers^ 
were  to  be  put  into  vials  hermetically  feale 
let  out  to  warm  the  air  in  raw  inclemen 
m^rs.  He  told  mc,  he  did  not  doubt, 
eight  y^ars  more  he  fhould  be  able  to  fup: 
governor's  gardens  with  funfhine  at  a  real 
rate  ;  but  he  complained,  that  his  flock  w: 
andenoreated  me  to  give  him  fomething  as 

couraj 

tion  than  thofe  of  others  :  Bat  Faiti  of  opinion,  (a 
leemstobeiQ  the  (ame  way  of  thinking),  that  the.i 
plauded  philofbphy  hitherto  extant,  has  not  fully,  clea 
certainly  explained  many  difficulties  in  the  phsnomens 
ture.  I  am  induced  to  belieye,  that  God  may  have  a) 
denied  us  the  perfe^l  knowledge  of  many  points  in  phil 
fb  that  we  (hair  never  arrive  at  tiiat  perfeaion,  howeve: 
vrc  may  fuppofe  ourfeKes  of  having  attained  to  it  alread; 
©n  the  whole  we  may  fay  with  TuUy,  Omnibus  fere  in  ; 
maxime  in  phyfidSi  ?*«'  «««  fit  citius  qu^m  quid  fit^ 
©rrery. 

This  note  in  general  fcems  to  be  arteftimony  of  his  Lc 
approbation,  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcover  what  in  parti 
meant  by  the  word  real,  fincc  every  pi£hirc  is  a  real 
whether  it  be  copied  from  nature  or  fancy  ;  and  indeed 
qualiy  difficak  to  conceive  how  a  fiBure  of  any  kiad  can 
kelli/hcd  Witt,  that  which  is  bidden^  'Hawkef,' 
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{KDragement  to  ingenuity,  efpecially  fince  this 
l^d  been  a  very  dear  feafon  for  cucumbers.  I 
Me  him  a  fmall  prefent ;  for  my  Lord  had  fiir- 
lifhed  me  with  money  on  puppofe,  becaufe  he 
iicw  their  practice  of  begging  from  all  who  go 
>  fee  them. 

I  went  into  another  chamber,  but  was  ready  to 
lAen  back,  being  almoft  overcome  with  a  hor- 
Ue  ftink.  My  conductor  prefled  me  forward, 
injuring  me  in  a  whifper  to  give  no  offence, 
hich  would  be  highly  refented,  and  therefore  I 
irft  not  fo  much  as  ftop  my  nofe.  The  pro- 
Qor  of  this  cell  was  the  mod  ancient  fludent  of 
le  academy ;  his  face  and  beard  were  of  a  pale 
flow  ;  his  hands  and  cloaths  dawbed  over  with 
th-  When  I  was  prefented  to  him,  he  gave  me 
dofe  embrace  (a  compliment  I  could  well  have 
ccufed).  His  employment  from  his  firft  coming 
ito  the  academy,  was  an  operation  to  reduce  hu- 
An  excrement  to  its  original  food,  by  feparating 
ic  fcvei-al  parts,  removing  the  tinfture  which  it 
xeives  from  the  gall,  making  the  odour  exhale, 
id  (ciimming  off  the  faliva.  He  had  a  weekly 
lowance  from  the  fociety,  of  a  veffel  filled  with 
Dman  ordure,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  Briftol 
irrel. 

I  faw  another  at  work,  to  calcine  ice  into  gun- 
3wderj  wha  likewife  fhewed  me  a  treatife  he  had 
ritten  concerning  the  malleability  of  fire,  which 
z  intended  to  publifh. 

There  was  a  moft  ingenious  architeft,  who  had 
mtrived  a  new  method  for  building  hoifes,  hf 
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beginning  at  the  roof,  and  working  down" 
to  the  foundation,  which  he  juftified  to-  n 
the  like  praftice  of  thofe  two-  prudent  infe6 
bee  and  the  fpider. 

There  was  a^  man  born  blind,  who  had  i! 
apprentices  in  his  own  condition  :  Their  cnc 
ment  was  to  mix  colours  for  painters,  whidb 
mafter  taught  them  to  dif^inguifh  by  feelin 
fmelling.  It  was  indeed  my  misfortuikr  tc 
them  at  that  time  not  very  perfeft  in  their  le 
and  the  profeflbr  himfelf  happened  to-  be 
rally  miftaken.  This  artift  is  much  encou 
and  efteemed  by  the  whole  fraternity^ 

In  another  aparjtment  I  was  highly  pleafed 
a  projeAor,  who  had  found  a  device  of  ph 
the  ground  with  hogs,  to  fave  the  charg 
ploughs^  cattle,  and  labour.  The  meth 
this  :  In  an  acre  of  ground  you  bury^.at  fixi 
diflance  and  eight  deep,,  a  quantity  of  ac 
dates,  chefuuts,  and  other  maft  or  veget 
whereof  thefe  animals  are  fondeft  i  Tbes 
drive  fix  hundred  or  more  of  them  into  the 
where  in  a  few  days  they  will  root  up  the  gi 
in  fearch  of  their  food,  and  make  it  fit  for 
iog,  at  the  fame  time  manuring  it  with 
dung  5  it  is  true,  upon  experiment  they  1 
the  charge  and  trouble  very  great,  and  the 
little  or  no  crop^  However,  it  is  not  doi 
that  this  invention  may  be  capable  of  grea 
provement. 

I  went  into  another  room,  where  the 
and  ccflbg  were  all  hung  round  with  cob 
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tficept  a  narrow  paiSage  for  the  artift  to  go  ia 
fend  out.  At  my  entrance  he  called  aloud  to  me 
AOt  to  dffturb  Us  webs.  He  lamented  the  fatal 
nuftake  the  world  had  been  fo  long  in  of  ufing 
flk-*worms,  while  we  had  Aich  plenty  of  dome- 
ftk  infe^,  who  infinitely  excelled  the  former,  b©- 
cttule  they  underftood  how  to  weave  as  well  as 
Imn.  And  he  propofed  farther,  that  by  employ- 
ing -ipiders,  the  charge  of  dying  filks  fbould  be 
whofiyfaved;  whereof  I  was  fully  convinced, 
when  he  fhewed  me  a  vaft  number  of  flies  moil 
beautifully  coloured,  wherewith  he  fed  his  (pi- 
ders^  afiuring  us  that  the  webs  would  take  a  tinc- 
ture from^them  ;  and  as  he  had  them  of  all  hues, 
Im:  hoped  to  fit  every  body's  fancy,  as  foon  as  he 
could  find  proper  food  for  the  flies,  of  certain 
gums,  oils,  and  other  glutinous  matter,  to  give  a 
ftrength  and  confidence  to  the  threads. 

The^  was  an  aflronomer,  who  had  underta- 
Jcen  to  place  a  fun-dial  upon  the  great  weather- 
•cock  on  the  town-houfe,  by  adjufling  the  annual 
and  diurnal  motions  of  the  earth  and  fun,  fo  as 
to  anfwer  and  coincide  with  all  accidental  turn- 
ings of  the  wind. 

I  was  complaining  of  a  fmall  fit  of  the  cholic, 
upon  which  my  conductor  led  me  imp  a  room 
where  a  great  phyfician  refided,  who  was  famous 
for  curing  that  difeafe  by  contrary  operations 
ftoai  the  fame  inftrument.  He  had  a  large  pair 
of  bellows,  with  a  long  flender  muzzle  of  ivory  : 
This  he  conveyed  eight  inches  up  the  antis^  and 
drawing  jn  the  wind,  he  affirmed  he  ciiild  make 

the 
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the  guts  as  lank  as  a  dried  bladder.  But  whiea 
the  difcaTe  was  more  ^bborn  and  violeat,  he  l^t 
in  the  muzzle  while  the  bellows  were  full  of  wind, 
which  he  difcharged  into  the hody  of  the  patient; 
then  withdrew  the  inftrument  to  repleniih  it, 
clapping  his  thumb  ftrongly  againft  the  orifice  of 
the  fundament ;  and  this  being  repeated  three  or 
£Dur  times,  the  adventitious  wind  would  rufh  ouC, 
bringing  the  noxious  along  with  it  (like  water  put 
into  a  pump)  and  the  patient  recover.  I  faw  him 
try  both  experiments  upon  a  dog,  but  could  not 
difcern  any  effeA  from  the  former.  After  the 
latter,  the  animal  was  ready  to  burft>  and  made  fo 
violent  a  difcharge,  as  was  very  ofibnfive  to  voe 
and  my  companions.  The  dog  died  on  the  (pot, 
and  we  left  the  doAor  endeavouring  to  recover 
him  by  the  fame  operation. 

I  vifited  many  other  apartments,  but  Ihall  not 
trouble  my  reader  with  all  the  curiofities  I  obfer- 
ved,  being  fhidious  of  brevity. 

I  had  hitherto  leen  only  one  fide  of  the  aca- 
demy, the  other  being  appropriated  to  the  ad- 
vancers of  fpeculative  learning,  of  whom  I  ihall 
fay  fomething  when  I  have  mentioned  one  illu- 
firious  perfon  niore,  who  is  called  among  them 
the  univerfal  ariiji.  He  told  us,  he  had  been 
thirty  years  employing  his  thoughts  for  the  im-* 
provement  of  human  life.  He  had  twp.  large 
rooms  full  of  wonderful  curiofities,  and  fifty  men 
at  work.  Some  were  condenfing  air  into  a  dry 
tangible  fubftance,  by  extrafting  the  nitre,  and 
Icttbg  th^  aqueous  or  fluid  pai-ticles  percolate ; 
•I  others 


Shap.  V.     A  Yo^ULCE  /#  Laputi,  Cyr.     153 

others  foftcoing  marble  for  pillows  and    ^pn* 
tothioDS  i  others  petrifying  the  hoofii  of  a  living 
karfe,  to  preierve  them  from  foundering.     The 
Isdft  himfelf  was  at  that  time  bufy  upon  two 
gmeat  defigns ;  the  firft  to  fow  land  with  chaff, 
wherein  he  aflirmed  the  true  feminal  virtue  to 
be  contained,    as  he  demonflrated    by  feveral 
npcriments^    which  I  was  not  fkilfol  enough 
6)  comprehend.     The  other  was,  by  a  certain 
COmpofition  of  gums,  minerals,  and  vegetables, 
outwardly  applied  to  prevent  the  growth  of  wool 
upon  two  young  lambs ;  and  he  hoped,  in  a  rea- 
fonable  time,  to  propagate  the  breed  of  naked 
iheep  all  over  the  kingdom. 

We  crofied  a  walk  to  the  other  part  of  the  aca- 
^bmy,  where,  as  I  have  already  faid,  the  projec- 
tors in  fpeculative  learning  refided. 

The  firft  profeffor  I  faw,  was  in  a  very  large 
room,  with  forty  pupils  about  him.     After  fa- 
tutation,  obferving  me  to  look  eameflly  upon  a 
iraine,'  which  took  up  the  greateft  part  of  both 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  room,  he  faid,  per- 
'3up8  I  might  wonder  to  fee  him  employed  in  a 
proje£t  for  improving  fpeculative  knowledge,  by 
l^radical  and  mechanical  operations.      But  the 
urorld  would  foon  be  (enable  of  its  ufefulnefs ; 
'and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  a  more  noble  exalt- 
ed thought  never  fprang  in  any  other  man's  head. 
'Every  one  knew,  how  laborious  the  ufual  method 
is«  of  attaining  to  arts  and  fciences  ;  whereas,  by 
his  contrivance,  the  moft  ignorant  perfon,  at  a 
reafonable  charge,  and  with  a  little  bodily  laboui;, 
Vol.  V.  T  tciv^ 
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migjit  write  books  in  philofophy,  poetiy,  politics, 
laW|    mathematics,    and  theology,    without  the 
lead  affiftince  from  geniut.  or  fhidy.     He  dm 
led  ne  to  the  frame,  about  the  fides  whereof  a& 
his  pupils  flood  in  ranks.      It  was   twenty  feet 
fquare,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room.    The 
fuperficies  was  compofed  of  feveral  bits  of  wood 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  dye,  but  fome  larger  than 
otliers.    Tliey  .were  all  Ikked  together  Ay  fleUder, 
wires.    Tfaefe  Uts  of  wot>d  wcare  catered*  |on  M> 
ry  fquare  with  paper  pafted  on  tli<ms.f|^d*0a 
thefe  papers  were  written  all  the  wordf>of.th<9^ 
language,  in  their  feveral  moods,  tenfes^  '^dld^ 
clenflons ;  but  without  any  order.    Thc^pt^ffffitn 
then  defif ed.  me-to  ob&rve  ^  for  he.was  g^MJ^to   ] 
fet  his  enginp  at  wpHc^.   The  pupil^  at  hiiiT^jofdp-  J 
mai^i  tookeach  of,  them  hold  of  an  irm-lijnidi^H 
whereof -there,  were  forty 'fised  JKnuK^tk^rf)^^ 
•f  tkef  frame  i  and'  ghribg  them  a  rfodSen  ^ti^    ' 
the  w)iole  difpoiStipn  of  tte  .^m>rds  va&  4^t|r4fL3 
changed.    He  thco  co«9ixiande4  fix'^di^it^.^ 
the  la<b  to  r^ad  the  ievetalrlincs  foftltv  9^  ^^i^^ 
Appeared  uppfi- the' frame  ;>fiA4  whejtC:|h4^.f(iiuld- 
threc  or  fi)ur.  words  .togetti^,'ths^  m^l^* 
part  of  A  fent|ence^  they  diftftted  tp  die  foup'  rfc- 
maining  ()oys,';  wHb  w^  f^ibes^     Inis  nfork 
was  repeiited  ihree  or  four  timea^,  and  at  eVery 
turn  the  engine  was  fo  contrived,  that  the  words 
iliifted  into  new  places,  as  the  fquare  bits  of  wood 
moved  upfide  down. 

Six  hour«  a-day  the  young  ftudents  were  ero- 
jployed  in  this  labour,  and  the  profcflbr  fiiewed 
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me  feveral  volumes  in  large  folio  already  coUeded 
of  broken  fentences,  which  he  intended  to  piece 
itogetherj  and  out  of  thofe  rich  materials  to  give 
the  world  a  complete  body  of  all  arts  and  fciences ; 
3irhich  however  might  be  ftill  improved,  and  much 
expedited,  if  the  public  would  raife  a  fund  for 
making  and  employing  five  hundred  fuch  frames 
in  Lagado»  and  oblige  the  managers-  to  contribute 
in  common  their  feveral  coUeAions. 

He  afliired  me,  that  thb  invention  had  employ- 
ed aU  his  thoughts  from  his  youth  ;  that  he  had 
emptied  the  whole  vocabulary  into  his.frame^ 
and  made  the  ftri^ft  computation  of  the  general 
proportion  there  is  in  books  between  the  numbers 
of  particles^  oouns^  and  verbs,,  and  other  parts 
of  fpeech  *^ 

I  made  my  humbled  acknoxvledgment  to  this 
illuftrious  pcribn  for  his  great  communicative- 
nefs  \  and  promifed,.  if  ever  I  had  the  good  for* 
tune  to  return  to  my  native  country,  that  I  would 
do  him  juftice,  as  the  fole  inventor  of  this  won- 
derful machine  j  the  form  and  contrivance  of 
which  I  defiled  leave  to  delineate  upon  paper,  as 
in  the  figure  here  annexed.  I  told  him,  although 
Y  2  it 

•  The  project  for  a  more  eafy  and  expeditious  method  of 
ivriting  a  trealifc  in  any  fcience,  by  a  wooden  engine,  is  enter- 
tainingly fatirical ;  and  is  aimed  at  thofe  authors  who,  inftcad 
of  receiving  materials  from  their  own  thoughts  and  obfcrvations; 
coUe£l  from  diAionaries  and  common-place  books,  an  irregular 
taricty,  without  order,  uie,  or  defign. 

Ut  nee  fet  nee  caput  urn 
Rciddtwr.  formx.  Orrery. 
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it  were  th^  cuftom  of  our  learned  in  Europe  W 
Ileal  inventions  from  each  other,  who  had  tlrtrt* 
by  at  leaft  this  advantage,  that  it  became  a  con* 
trovcrfy  which  was  the  right  owner  ;  yet  I  vH^ 
take  fuch  caution,  that  he  fhould  have  the  ho^ 
nour  entire,  whhout  a  rivaL 

We  next  went  to  the  fchool  of  knjgttBgel^ 
where  three  ppofeflbr^  iat  in  cohfttltaifiern^  tip(^ 
improving  that  6f  their  o^h  country. 

The  firft  projeft  was,  tb-fllKJirten  dtfiiowft-,  by 
cutting  pdlyfyWaMes  into  one^and  lea^^ing  but  vcriis  I 
and  pirti'ifiplW'j  tjtica-ufe  in  reklitj^  all  tMn^  iiD»^ 
ginable  are  b^t  nouhs  •. 

The  other  projeft  was,  a  fcheihe  ifer  ^tttJi*' 
ly  aboUlhing  all  words  whatlbever  \  and  *K4i  y9i&    ■ 
urged  as  a  great  advantage  in  point  of  health,  is 
well  as  brevity.     For  it  is  plain,  that  eVery  word  i 
we  rpeak,  is  in  fomc  degree  a  diminution  of  our 
lungs  by  corrofion ;  and  cbnfequcntly  co^tribuiits 
to  the  fliortening  of  our  lives.     An  erpediitint  wis 
therefore  offered,  that  fince  words  are  only  nairtcs 
for  thiffgSj  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  all 
men  to  carry  about  them  fuch  things  as  were  n*- 
ceflary  to  expfefe  the  particular  bufinefs  they  are 
to  difcourfc  on.     And  thjs  invention  would  -cer- 
tainly 

♦  This  projcA  is  pointed  at  the  pernicious  curtom  of  cbntraO- 
ing  the  Englifli  language,  the  dialect  of  which  is  naturally  harfh, 
and  that  harflincfs  is  ftill  increafed  by  improper  contra6ions. 
As  Swift  was  fcrupuloufly  exaft  in  the  pronunciation  of  his  own 
tongue,  not  the  leaft  improper  cxprcflJon  ever  cfcapcd  his 
cenfurc.  And  I  remember  to  hav«  fcen  in  mmnujcript,  a  dic- 
tionary of  hard  wordt,  ccftn^Ccd  by  bior  for  the  Ufc  of  his  fc- 
male  fcnatc.    Orrtry 
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7  timly  have  taken  place^  to  the  great  eafe  as  well 
^  as  health  of  the  fubjeA,  if  the  women,  in  con- 
>a  jjonftion  with  the  vulgar  and  illiterate,  had  not 
"^  .  dtreatened  to  raife  a  rebellion,  unlcfs  they  might 
be  allowed  the  liberty  to  fpeak  with  their  tongues 
after  the  maqner  of  their  forefathers  y  fuch  con-, 
fiaiit  irrecoQcileahle'  enemies  to  ftience  are  the 
common  people,.  However,  many  of  the  mod 
bamed  and  wife  adhere  to  the  new  fcheme  of  ex- 
preffing  themfelves  by  things :  Which  hath  only 
this  inconvenience  attending  it,  that  if  a  man's 
faoiinefs  be  very  great,  and  of  various  kinds,  he 
muft  be  obliged  in  proportion  to  carry  a  greater 
boodle  of  things  upon  his  back,  unleis  he  can  af- 
fbrd  one  or  two  ftrong  fervants  to  attend  him. 
I  have'  often  beheld  two  of  thofe  fages  almoft 
finking  under  the  weight  of  their  packs,  like 
jpedlars  aimong  us  ;  who,  when  they  met  in  the 
itrcety,'  would  lay  down  their  loads,  open  their 
facks,  and  hold  converfation  for  an  hour  toge« 
ther ;'  then  put  up  their  implements,  help  each 
other  to  refume  theu*  burthens,  and  take  their 
leave. 

But  for  fhort  converfations  a  man  may  cany 
implemttits  in  hit  pockets,  and  under  his  arms, 
enough  to  fupply  him ;  and  in  his  houfe  he  can- 
not be  at  a  lofs.  Therefore  the  room  where 
company  meet  who  pradtife  this  art,  is  full  of  all 
tbings  ready  at  hand,  requifite  to  fiirnifli  matter* 
for  diiskind  of  artificial  converfe. 

Y  3  Another^ 
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Another  great  advantage  propofed  by  this  in^ 
▼ention  was,  that  it  would  ferve  as  an  unmrfai 
language  to  be  underftood  in  all  civilized  nationsy 
whofe  goods  and  utenfils  are  generally  of  the  &t6c 
kindi  or  nearly  resembling,  {o  that  their. ufi^  \i 
might  eafily  be  comprehended.  And  thus  ambat 
&dors  would  be  Qualified  to  treat  with  fbrdgii 
princes,  or  minifters  of  ftate,  to  whofe  toogoes 
they  were  utter  Grangers. 

I  was  at  the  mathematical  fchool,  where  the 
mafter  taught  his  pupils  after  a  method  (caitre  i- 
maginable  to  us  in  Europe.  The  propofiticm  aod 
demonftration  were  fairly  written  On  a  thin  wafer^ 
with  ink  compoied  of  a  cephalic  tinAure.  Thif 
the  ftudent  was  to  fwallow  upon  a  £ifting  fto^ 
mach,  and  for  three  days  following .  eat  nothing, 
but  bread  and  water.  As  the  wafer  digeftedi, 
the  tin£ture  mounted  to  his  brsun,  bearing  ths 
propofition  along  with  it.  But  the  fuccefs  hath 
not  hitherto  been  anfwerable,  partly  by  (bme  er^ 
ror  in  the  quantum  or  compofition,  and  jpartly  by 
the  perverfenefs  of  lads  ;  to  whom  this  bolua  is 
fo  naufeous,  that  they  generally  fteal  afide  and 
difcbarge  it  upwards,  before  it  can  operate ; 
neither  have  they  been  yet  perfuaded  to  uie  fo* 
long  7i6k  abftinence  as  the  prefcriplioft  re^uircs. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.       VI*. 

i further  account  of  the  academy.     The  author  pro* 
pofes  fome  improvements^    which  are  honourably 

•  received, 

IN  the  fchobi  of  political  projeftors  I  was  but 
ill  entertained  ;  the  profcilbrs  appearing,  in 
ny  judgment,  wholly  out  of  their  fenfes ;  which 
sa.fcene  that  never  fails  to  make  me  melan- 
ioiy.  -  Thefe  Unhappy  people  were  propofing 
chemes  for  perfuading  monarchs  to  chufe  fa- 
t)urites  upon  the  fcore  of  their  wifdom,  capacity, 
nd  virtue  ^  of  teaching  minifters  to  confult  the 
fuUic  good  5  of  rewarding  merit,  great  abilities, 
nd  eminent  fervices  5  of  inftrufting  princes  ta 
now  their  true  intereft,  by  placing  it  on  the 
ime  foundation  with  that  of  theu*  people;  of 
bufiog  for  emplQyments,  perfons  qualified  ta 

exercife 

•  This  chapter  is  full  of  fcvcrity  and  fatirc.  Sometimes  it  is 
bcrted  againh  the  icgiflative  power;  fometimes  againft  particu- 
r  l^litlcians ;  fometimes  againd  woineir ;  and  fometimes  it  de- 
iAarat«9into  fibh.  True  httmdur  ought  to  be  kept  up  with 
ioeftcfdnd  dignity,  or  it  lofts  every  tin^re  of  entertainment. 
efcriptions,  that  (hock  our  delicacy,  cannot  have  the  leafV 
xxi  cSeA  upon  our  minds.  They  offend  us,  and  we  f!y  pred- 
tately  froip  the  fight.  We  cannot-  fhiy  long  enough  to  czamin«, 
hether  wit,  fenfe^  of  morality,  may  be  couched  under  fuch 
lious  appearances.  I  am  fbrry  to  fay,  that  thefe  fort  of  de- 
riptions,  which  are  too  often  interfperfed  throughout  aH 
wift's  works,  are  feldom  written  ^i;h  any  other  rtew,  or  from 
iy  other  motive,  than  a  wild  unbridled  indutgenee  6t  ha  AVB 
imot/r  aad  di/poGtion,    Orrery^. 
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exercife  them  ;  with  many  other  wild  unpofl 
chimxras,  that  never  entered  before  into 
heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;  and  confiFmed  in 
the  old.obfervatioQj  that  there  is  nothing  fo 
travagant  and  irrational,  which  fome  philbfopl 
have  not  maintained  for  truth. 

But,  however,  I  fhali  fo  far  do  juftfee  to  ' 
part  of  the  academy,  as  to  acknowledge,  thai 
of  them  were  not  fb  vifionary.  There  wi 
moft  ingenious  doftor^  who  feemed .  to  be  j 
fe£Uy  verfed  in  the  whole  nature  and  fyften 
government.  This  illuftrious  perfon  had'i 
uiefully  employed  his.fhidies  in  findTng  out'df 
tual  remedies  for  airdifeafes  and  corruptronS] 
which  the  (everal  kinds  of  public  adminiftrai 
are  fubjeft,  by  the  vices  or  infirmities'of  thofe  \ 
govern,  as  well  as  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  tl 
who  are  to  obey.  For  inftance  •,  whereas  all^ 
ters  and  realbners .  have  agreed,  that  there  i 
ftrift  univerfal  refeiAbTance  between  the  nati 
and  the  political  body  5  can 'there  be  any  tl 
more  evident,  than  that  the  health  of  both  n 
be  preferved,  and  the  difeafes  cured  by  the  1; 
prefcriptions  ?  It  is  allowed,  that  fenates 
great  councils  are  often  troubled  with  :redundi 
ebullient,  and  other  pecCant  humours;  withm 
difeafes  of  the  head,  and  more  of  the  heart ;  v 
Arong  convuliions,  with  grie^K)us  contraAiom 
the  nerves  and  finews  in  both  hands,  but  efp 
ally  the  right  5  with  fpleen,  flatus^  vertigos,  i 
deliriums ;  with  fcrophulous  tumours,  full  of  fo 
purulent  matter  \,  with  four  frothy  ru^tio: 
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mine  appetites^  and  crudcnefs  of  digeftion^ 

many  others  needkfs  to  mention.     This 

therefore  propofed,  that  upon  the  meet- 

a  fenate,  certain  phyiicians  fhould  attend  at 

•ee  firft  days  of  their  fitting,  and  at  the 

f  ea^h  day's  debate,  feel  the  pulfes  of  every 

•  \  after  whicii,  having  maturely  confider* 

cotifuited  upon  the  nature  of  the  feveral 

es,  and  the  methods  of  cure,  they  fhould 

fourth  day  return  to  the  fenate-houfe,  ar- 

by  their  apothecaries  ftored  with  proper 

nes  \  and  before  the  men^bers  fat,  admini- 

^ach  of  them  leuhives,  aperitives,  abAer* 

CQrr^fives,   reflringents,   palliatives,  laxa* 

rephalagjcs,  liberies,  apophlegmatic^,' acou* 

IS  their  feveral  cafes  required  \  and  accord- 

thefe  medicines  fhould  operate,  repeat^  alr 

r  oniit  them  at  the  next  meetings 

s  projeft  could  not  be  of  any  great  expcnce 

:  publie ,  and  might,  in  my  poor  opinion, 

much  ufe  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  in 

:ountries,  whete.  fenates  have  any  fharc  in 

glflative  power  J.  beget  unanimity,  fliortea 

s,  open  a  few  mouths  which  are  now  clo- 

ad  clofc  many  more  which  arc  now  open  ; 

he  petubcncy  of  the  young,  andcorrbft  the 

enefs  bf  the  old  ;  roufe-  the  fkipid,  and 

tiie  pert. 

lin  ;  becanfe  it  is  a  general  complaint,  that 
vourites  of  princes  are  troubled  with  ihort 
7eak  memories ;  the  fame  doctor  pibpofbd^ 
hoever  ^tt^dded  a:  fil-ft  mipifl^^r  ^criksmu 
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ing  told  his  bufinefs  with  the  utmoft  brcvityi  and  I 
in  the  plained  words,  (hould  at  lus  departure  1 
give  the  faid  minifter  a  tweak  by  the  noTe,  Of  I 
a  kick  in  the  belly,  or  tread  on  his  corns,  or  hg  I 
him  thrice  by  both  ears,  or  ran  a  pin  into  hii 
breech,  or  pinch  his  arm  black  and  blue,  to  pre- 
vent forgetfiilnefs  5  and  at  every  levee-day,  re- 
peat the  fame  operation,  till  the  bufineif  wot 
done,  or  abfolutely  refufed. 

He  likewife  direAed,  that  every  fenator  in  the 
great  council  of  a  nation,  after  he  had  delivered 
his  opinion,  and  argued  in  the  defence  of  it, 
fhould  be  oblged  to  give  his  vote  dipefily  con- 
trary ;  becaufe  if  that  were  done,  the  refult  wouU 
infallibly  terminate  in  the  good  of  the  public 

When  parties  in  a  ftate  are  violent,  he  ofiered 
a  wonderRil  contrivance  to  reconcile  them.  The 
method  is  this  :  You  take  an  hundred  leaders  of 
each  party ;  you  difpofe  them  into  couples  of 
fuch,  whofe  heads  are  neareft  of  a  fize ;  then  let 
two  nice  operators  faw  off  the  occiput  of  each  cou« 
pie  at  the  fame  time,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
brain  may  be  equally  divided.  Let.  the  occiputs 
thus  cut  off  be  interchanged,  ^plying  each  to 
the  head  of  his  oppofite  party-^maa.  .  It  feems 
indeed  to  be  a  work  that  requireth  fome  exai£t« 
neis ;  but  the  profeflbr  a^reth  us,  that  if  it  were 
dexteroufly  performed,  the  cure  would  be  infal« 
lible.  For  he  argued  thus ;  that  the  two  half 
brains  being  left  to  debate  the  matter  between 
themfdves  within  the  fpace  of  one  fcuU,  would 
iboo  come  to.  a  good  Undeirftanding,  and  produce 

that 
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moderation,  as  well  as  regularity  of  think- 
;,  fo  much  to  be  wifhed  for  in  the  heads  of 
^W^fe,  who  imagine  they  come  into  the  world 
gmly  to  watch  and  govern  its  motion  :  And  as  to 
^1^  difierence  of  brains  in  quantity  or  quality, 
fttnong  thofe  who  are  direAors  in  fadHon,  the 
dpAor  afllpred  us,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that 
jt  j^ras  a  perfect  trifle. 

I  heard  a  very  warm  debate  between  two  pro« 
ftflcMnSy  about  the  moft  commodious  and  efledual 
;  mtsp  and  means  of  raiiln^  money  without  griev- 
ing the  fubjeA.     The  firft  affirmed,  the  jufteft 
ipgthod  would  be  to  lay  a  certain  tax  upon  vices 
Old  follyi  and  the  fiun  fixed  upon  every  man  to 
be  rated  after  the  faireft  manner  by  a  jury  of  his 
jMigbbours.  The  fecond  was  of  an  opinion  direO:* 
Ij  contrary  ^  to  tax  thofe  qualities  of  body  and 
miiidy  for  which  men  chiefly  value  themfelves ; 
the  rate  to  he  more  or  leis,  according  to  the  de- 
grees of  excelling  ;  the  decifion  Whereof  fhould 
ibe  Jeft  entirely  to  their  own  breaft.    The  higheft 
tax  was  upon  men,  who  are  the  greateft  favou- 
rites of  the  other  fex,  and  the  afleflments  ac- 
cording to  the  number  and  natures  of  the  fa^ 
vonrs  they  have  received  ^  for  which  they  are 
allowed  to  be  their  own  vouchers*    Wit,  valour^ 
and  politeneis,  were  likewife  propofed  to  be  large- 
ly taxed,  and  colleded  in  the  fame  manner,  by  even- 
ly peribn's  giving  his  own  word  for  the  quantum 
of  what  he  poflefled.     But  as  to  honour,  jufticei 
wifilom,  and  learning,  they  fliould  not  be  taxed 
ft  all }  becaufe  they  are  qualifications  of  fo  fin- 
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gular  a  kind,  that  no  man  will  either  allow  them 
in  his  neighbour,  or'valuc  them  in  himfelf.     . 

The  women  were  propofed  to  be  taxed  aocordt 
ing  to  their  beauty,  and  ikill  in  dreffing ;  wheft- 
in  they  had  the  fame  privilege  with  the  men,  toj 
be  determined  by  their  own  judgment.  Brt 
cohftancy,  chaftity,  good  fenfe,  and  good  im* 
ture,  were  not  rated,  becaufe  they  S/roitld  net 
bear  the  charge  oif  ccJlefting:    ' 

To  keep  fenators  in  the  intereft  of  the  crowHi 
It  wais  propofed,  that  the  mehlbers  IhouM  rafle 
for  employments ;  every  man  firft  taking  an  oath, 
and  giving  fecurity,  that  he  would  vote  forAt 
court,  whether  he  won  or  no ;  after  which  th< 
lofcrs  had  in  their  turn  the  liberty  of  raffing  up 
on  the  next  vacancy.  Thus  hope  and'  expeAa 
tion  would  be  kept  alive ;  none  would  compbA 
of  broken  promifes,  but  impute  their  difappoint 
xnents  wholly  to  fortune,  whole  {hoiilders  ar 
broader  and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  a  miniftry. 

Another  profcffor  (hewed  me  a  large  paper  c 
inftruftions,  for  difcovering  plots  and  confjmi 
cies  againft  the  government.  He  advifed  gra 
•ftatefmen  to  ckamine  into  the  ^t  of  all  fuipede 
pcrfons;  their  times  of  eating  ;  upon  which  fi<! 
they  lay  in  bed ;  with  Which  hand  they  wipe 
their  pofteriors ;.  to  take  a  ftriA  view  of  th^  a 
crements,  and  from  the  colour,  th^  odour,  ik 
tafte,  the  confiflence,  the  crudenefs,  or  m; 
curity  of  digeftion,  form  a  judgment  of  the 
thoughts  and  defigns.  Becaufe  men  are  «oe«er  i 
ferious,  thoughtful,  and  intent,  as  when  thi 
1  ai 
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•re  at  ftool»  which  he  found  by  frequent  experi- 
ncne :  For  in  fuch  conjundhires,  when  he  ufed 
merely  as  a  trial  to  confider  which  was  the  beft 
mtyof  murdering  the  King,  his  ordure  would 
liaye  a  tinAure  of  green ;  but  quite  different, 
irhen  he  thought  only  of  raiiing  an  infurre£lion, 
m  burning  the  metropolis. 

The  whole  difcourfe  was  written  with  great 
acutenefs,  containing  many  obfervations  both  cu- 
tkma  and  ufeful  for  politicians ;  but,  as  I  con- 
ceived, not  altogether  complete.     Thb  I  ventur* 
td  to  tell  the  author,  and  offered,  if  he  pleafed, 
to  fupply  him  with  fome  additions.     He  received 
aiy  proportion  with  more  compliance,  than  is 
tifual  among  writers,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  pro- 
j/cQing  fpecies)  profeiGng  he  would  be  glad  to 
ftceive  further  information. 
. ,  I  told  him,  that  in  the  kingdom  of  Tribnia, 
\ff  the  natives  called  Langdcn,  where  I  had  fo-« 
joumed  fome  time  in  my  travels,  the  bulk  of  the 
people  confift  in  a  manner  wholly  of  difcoverers, 
'vitnefles,   informers,   accufers,  profecutors,  evi- 
dences, fwearers,  together  with  their  feveral  (ub- 
jfervient  and  fubaltem  inftruments,  all  under  the 
colours,  the  conduA,  and  pay  of  minifters  of 
ftate  and  their  deputies.      The  plots  in  that  king- 
dom are  ufually  the  workmanfhip  of  thofe  per- 
ions  who  defire  to  raife  their  own  characters  of 
profound  politicians ;  to  reflore  nev^  vigour  to  a 
crazy  adminiftration  ;  to  ftifle  or  divert  general 
difcontents  ;  to  fill  their  coffers  with  forfeit ui*es  ; 
4Uid  raife  or  (ink  the  opinion  of  public  credit,  as 
VoL.V.  Z  €v«a« 


t66       -GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.      Part  in.  ,? 

cither  fhall  beft  anfwcr  their  private  advamage.  / 
It  is  firft  agreed,  and  fettled  among  them,  Irhat  ^ 
fufpcdted  perfons  (hall  be  accufed  of  a  plot ;  C 
then  cffeftual  care  is  taken  to  fecure  all  their 
letters  and  papers,  and  put  the  owners  in  chains. 

Thefe  papers  are  delivered  to  a  fet  of  artifts, 
very  dexterous  in  finding  out  the  myilei*iou« 
meaning  of  words,  fyllables,  and  letters:  For  in- 
ftance,  they  can  difcover  a  clofeftool  to  fignify  a 
privy-council ;  a  flock  of  geeft,  a  fenate  j  a  lame 
dog  *,  an  invader  ;  the  plague,  a  ftanding  army ; 
a  buzzard,  a  prime  minifter ;  the  gout,  a  high- 
prieft :  A  gibbet,  a  fecretary  of  ftatc  5  a  cham- 
ber-pot, a  committee  of  grandees ;  a  fieve,  a 
court-lady  5  a  broom,  a  revolution ;  a  moufe- 
trap,  an  employment  5  a  bottomlefs  pit,  a  treafu- 
ry ;  a  fink,  a  court ;  a  cap  and  bells,  a  favou- 
rite ;  a  broken  reed,  a  court  of  juftice  ;  an  emp- 
ty tun,  a  general ;  a  running  fore,  the  admlni- 
ftration. 

When  this  method  fails,  they  have  two  others 
more  cfFedtual,  which  the  learned  among  them 
call  acroftics  and  anagrams,  Firjly  they  can  de- 
cipher all  initial  letters  into  political  meanings. 
Thus,  N  ftiall  fignify  a  plot.  By  a  regiment  of 
horfe,  i,  a  fleet  at  fea ;  or,  fecondly^  by  tcanA 
pofing'the  letters  of  the  alphabet  in  any  fufpeded 
paper,  they  can  lay  open  the  deepeft  defigns  of  a 
difcontented  party;  So,  for  example,  if  I  ihould 
;fay  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  Our  brother  Tom  has 

*  ^cc  the  proceedings  againft   Dr  Attcrbury,  bilhop  of  Ro- 
chcftcr,  State-trials,  Vol,  VI. 
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jujl  got  the  piles y  a  fkilful  decipherer  would  dis- 
cover, that  the  fame  letters  which  compofe  that 
fentencc  [iiiay  be   analizcd    into  the    following 

words,  Refifty         ■  2^plot  is  brought  home ^Ix 

Tour.     And  this  is  the  anagrammatic  method. 

The  profeflbr  made  great  acknowledgments 
ibr  communicating  thefe  obfervations,  and  pro* 
mifed  to  mak^e  honourable  mentioa  of  me  in  his 
treatife. 

I  faw  nothing  in  this  country  that  could  in- 
vite me  to  a  longer  continuance,  and  began  to 
think  of  rei^urning  home  to  England. 


CHAP.        YUK 

The  author  leaves  Lagado,  arrives  at'  Maldonado. 
Nojbip  ready.  He  takes  ajhort  voyage  to  Glub- 
dubdrib.     His  reception  by  the  governor. 

.  « 

THE  continent,  of  which  this  kingdom  is  a 
part,  extends  itfelf,  as  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, eaftward  to  that  unknown  traA  of  America 
Z  2  weftward 

*  GulUver  fccms  to  have  finifhcd  his  voyage  to  Laputa  in  a 
carelefs  hurrying  manner ;  which  makes  me  almod  think,  that 
ibmetimes  he  was  tired  with  his  work,  and  attempted  to  rua  .^ 
through  it  as  fafl  as  he  could ;  otherwife  why  wa&  the  curtaia 
dropt  ib  fbon,  or  why  were  we  deprived  of  fo  noble  a  fceoe  2M 
might  have  been  difcovered  in  the  ifland  of  Glubdubdrib,  whers 
the  governor,  by  his  (kill  in  necromancy,'had  the  power  of 
calling  whom  he  pleaicd  from  the  dead.    1  have  not  time  by 

thii 
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wcftward  of  CaIifoi*nia,  and  north  to  the  Pad- 
fie  ocean,  which  is  not  above  a  hundred  and  fift; 
miles  fix>m  Lagado ;  where'  there  is  a  good  port„ 
and  much  commerce  with  the  great  iiland  of 
Luggnaggy  fituated  to  the  north-weft,  about  29 
degrees  noi^th  latitude,  and  140  longitude.  This 
ifland  of  Luggnagg  ftands  fouth-eaftward  of  Ja« 
pan,  about  an  hundred  leagues  diftant^  There 
is  a  ftri£^  alliance  between  the  Japenefe  Emperor 
and  the  King  of  Luggnagg,  which  aSbrds  fre^ 
quent  (^portunities  of  failing  from  one  ifland  ta 
the  other.  I  determined  therefore  to  direS  mj^ 
courfe  this  way,  in  order  to  my  return  to  Europe^ 
I  hired  two  mules,  with  a  guide  to  fliew  me  thft 
way,  and  carry  my  fmall  baggage.  I  took  leatc. 
of  my  noble  proteftor,  who  had  ihewn  me  fo* 
much  favQiu*,  and  made  m£  a  genei*ous  prefect 
at  my  departure. 

My  journey  was  without  any  accident  or  ad- 
venture worth  relating*  When  I  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Maldonada  (for  fo  it  is  called)  there  was 
no  fhip  in  the  harbour  bound  for  Luggnagg,  or 
like  to  be  in  fome  time.  The  town  is  about 
as  large  as  Portfmouth.  I  foon  fell  into  fome  ac- 
quaintance, and  was  very  hofpitably  received* 
A  gendeman  of  diftin<Etion  faid  to  me,  that  fince 

the 

this  pod  ta  write  to  you  my  thoughts,  upon  a  fubjefb,  which  I 
confefs  awakened,  but  by  no  means  fatisfied  my  cnriofity.  I  b^ 
mented  to  6iid  (a  many  iliu/lrious  ghofls  vanifh  Co  quickly  ao<f 
fo  abruptly  from  my  fight,  many  of  whom  were  of  the  brigbtcfS 
chara^ers  in  hiftory.  In  my  next  letter  I  (hall  endeavour  ta 
detain  them  a  little  longer  in  Leiceder  fields,  than  Swift  £iifftf> 
td  them  to  ftay  u\  tWift*tkdolSo\c«ttv    Q.TT«riv 
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the.  fhips  bound  for  Luggnagg  could  not  be 
itady  in  lefs  than  a  month,  it  might  be  no  difa*- 
preeable  amufement  for  me  to  take  a  trip  to  the 
litde  ifland  of  Glubdubdrib,  about  fivp  leaugues 
off  to  the  fouth-weft*  He  offered  himfelf  and  a 
firiend  to  accompany  me,  and  that  I  'fliould  be 
provided  with  a  fmalL  convenient  barque  for  the 
voyage. 

Glubdubdrib,  as  nearly  as  I  can  interpret  the 
vrord,  fl^nifics  the  ifland  of  Sorcerci-s  or  Magi* 
cians.  It  is  about  one  third  as  large  as  the  ifle 
of  Wight,  and  extremely  fruitful :  It  is  governed 
by  the  head  o£  a  certain  tribe,  who^  are  all  magi* 
cians.  This  tribe  marry  only  among  each  other^ 
smd  the  eldefi:  in  fucceiHon  is  prince  or  governor .^ 
He  hath  a  noble  palace,  and  a  park  of  about 
three:  thoufand  acres,  iurrotmded  by  a  wall  of 
hewa  ftone  twenty  feet  high.  In  this  park  are 
feveral  imall  inclofures-  for  cattle,  corn,  and 
gardening. 

The  governor  and  his  family  are  feryed  and 
attended  by  domeftics  of  a  kind  fomewhat  un-» 
ufaal.  By  his  (kill  in  necromancy  he  hath  a 
power  of  calling  whom  he  pleafeth  from  the  dead, 
and  commanding  their  fervice  for  twenty-fouF 
bours,  but  BO  longer  ;  nor  can  he  call  the  fame 
perfons  up  again  in  lefs  than  three  months,  ex-» 
ccpt  upon  very  extraordinary  occaiions.. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  ifland,  which  was 
ibout  eleven  in  the  morning,  one  of  the  gentle^ 
Hien,  who  accompanied  me,  went  to  the  gover- 
'nor>  and  defued  admittance  for  a  flranger,  wha 
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came  on  purpofe  to  have  the  honour  of  attend^ 
ing    on    his    highnefs.     This    was    immediatdf 
granted ;  and  we  all  three  entered  die  gate  of 
the  palace,  between  two  rows  of  guards  armei 
and  drefled  after  a  very  antic  manner,  and  fbine* 
thing  in  their  countenances  that  made  mj  flefli 
creep  with  a  horror  I  cannot  expre&.     We  poC- 
fed  through  feveral  apSurtments  between  fervantr 
of  the  fame  ibrt,  ranked  on  each  fide  as  before,, 
till  we  came  to  the  chamber  of  prefence,  where,: 
after  three  profound  obeifances  and  a  few  gene* 
ral  queftions,  we  were  permitted  to  fit  on  three 
flools   near  the  loweft  fi^p  of   his    highnefs's^ 
throne.     He  underftood  the  language  of  Balni* 
barbi,  although  it  were  different  from  that  oi 
this  ifland*     He  defired  me  to  give  him  fomc 
account  of  my  travels;  and,  to  let  me.  fee  that  I 
Ihould  be  treated  without  ceremony,  he  difiuifled 
all  his  attendants  with  a  turn  of  his  finger,  at 
which,  to  my  great  aftonifhment,  they  vanifhed 
in  an  inftant,  like  vifions  in.  a  dream,  when  we 
awake  on  a  fudden.   I  could  not  recover  myfelf  ia 
fomc  time,  till  the  governor  afiured  me,  that  I 
fhould  receive  no  hurt ;  and  obfcrving  my  twa 
companions  to  be  under  no  concern,  who   had 
been  often   entertained  in  the  fame  manner,  i 
began  td  take  courage,  and  related  to  his-  high* 
nefs  a  fliort  hiftory  of  my  feveral  adventures  | 
yet  not  without  fome  hefitation,  and  frequently 
looking  behind   me   to  the  place  where  I  ha* 
fccn  thofe  domeftic  fpeftres.     I  had  the  honour 
to  dine  with  the  governor,  where  a  new  fett  of 

ghofis 
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ghofts  ferved  up  the  meat,  and  waited  at  table. 
Know  obferved  myfelf  to  be  lefs  terrified|  thanr 
Iliad  be^  in  the  morning.  I  ftaid  till  fun-fet, 
tit  humbly  deiired  his  highnefs  to  excufe  me: 
far  not  accepdng  his  invitation  of  lodging  in  the 
pdace-  My  two  friends  and  I  lay  at  a  private- 
kmfe  in  the  town  adjoining,  which  is  the  capital 
of  this  little  ifland  ;  and  the  next  morning  we  re- 
turned to  pay  our  duty  ta  the  governor,  as  he 
was  pleafed  to  command  us. 

After- this  manner  we  continued  in  the  ifland 
fer  ten  day^,  m(^  part  of  every  day  with  the 
governor,  and  at  night  in>  our  lodging.  I  foon 
grew  fo  familiarized  to  the  fight  of  fpirits,  that 
sifter  the  third  or  foiu-th  time  they  gave  me  na 
emotion  at  all ;  or  if.  I  had  any  apprehenfions 
left,  my  curiofity  prevailed  over  them.  For  his 
Ughnefs  the  governor  ordered  me  to  call  up 
irfaatever  perfbns  I  would  chufe  tO  name,  and  in 
Mrhatever  numbers,  among  all  the  dead,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  the  prcfent  time,  and 
command  them  to  anfwer  any  queftions  I  fliould 
diink  fit  to  alk :  With  this  condition,  that  my 
qneftions  mud  be  confined  within  the  compafs  of 
die  times  they  lived  in.  And  one  thing  I  might 
depend  upon,  that  they  would  certainly  tell  me 
truth  ;  for  lying  was  a  talent  of  no  ufe  in  the 
lower  world.  I  made  my  humble  acknowledger 
mtnts  to  his  highnefs  for  fo  great  a  favour  *. 

We 

*  I  believe  it  would  be  impoflible  to  find  out  the  dcfign  of 
Dr  Swift,  in  furnxnoDiog  up  a  parcel  of  appilritions,  that,  from 


\ 


a72       GULUVER't  TRAVELS.      FirtlE 

We  were  in  a  chamber,  from  whence  there  wa» 
a  £ur  profpcSt  into  the  park.  And,  foecauiemf 
firft  inclination  was  to  be  entertained  with  fccna 
of  pomp  and  magnificence,  I  defired  to  fee  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  juft 
after  the  battle  of  Arbela,  which,,  upon  a  moti- 
on of  the  govemor^s  finger,,  immediately  appear- 
ed in  a  large  field  under,  the  window,  iidierewe 
fiood.  Alexander  was  called  up  into  the  room: 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  underftood  hk 
Greek,  and  had  but  little  of  my  own.  He  aflbr- 
ed  me  upon  his  honour,  that  he  was  not  poifoiN 
ed,  but  died  of  a  fever  by  exceifive  dxinking  *» 

Next 

their  behaviour,  or  from  any  thing  they  fay,  are  almof!  of  as 
nttle  confequence,  as  the  ghofts  in  Gay's  farce  of  the  JlHfat  itj^ 
call  it.  Perhaps  Swift*s  general  defign  might  be  to- arraign  the  b 
conduct  of  eminent  perfons  after  their  death,  and  to  oooftff 
their  names  and  images- to  pofterJty,.  deprived- of  thofe  £alfe-€0- 
fours  in  which  they  formerly  appeared.  If  theie  were  his  ifl- 
tcntions,  he  has  miHcd  his  aim ;  or  at  lead:  has  been  fb  fsr  i 
carried  away  by  his  difpoHtion  to  raillery,  that  the  monl  ]t 
which  ought  to  arife  from  iuch  a  fable,  is  buried  in  obicimt^ 
Orrery, 

•  The  firft  airy  fubftance  introduced  is  Alexander  the  Great 
After  a-  hmt  from  Gulliver,  that  we  have  loft  tJle  true  Orecl 
idiom,  the  conqueror  of  the  univerfe  is  made  to-  declare  upoa 
his  honour,  **  that  he  died  by  exceffive  drinking,  not  by  pcafoD.**' 
A  trifling  and  an  improper  obfervation,  becaoie  the  apparition 
is  called  up  as  he  appeared*  at  the  head  of  his  army,  juft  after 
the  battle  of  Arbela.  I  own  my  expe^tions  were  great,  wHen 
I  found  his  appearance  was  to  be  at  tliat  partknlar  jondorai 
Or  rather  I  could  have  wiflicd  to  have  feen  him  after  the  battle 
of  ISSUSi  when  the  temperate  ufe  which  he  made  of  his  vic- 
tory was  highly  worthy  of  imitation.  Such  a  circumftaoce 
might  have  graced  his  triumph.    1'hcrc  arc  .others  too  in  the 

hiftoricat 
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*"'  Next  I  faw  Hannibal  paiBng  the  Alps,  who 
^old  mei  he  had  not  a  drop  of  vinegar  in  his 
-camp  *• 

r 

IMorical   records  of  him,  that  redound  to  his  honour.    The 

'teder  regard  which  he  fliewed  to  Pindar,  by  fparing  the  houfe 

Wthit  poet,  when  he  razed  the  city  of  Thebes,  feems  to  de- 

'  Mid  perpetual  gratitude  from  all  fucceeding  bards.    The  man- 

icr  in  which  he  vifited  the  tomb  of  Achilles ;  the  aflfc^tion  and 

kcipeA  paid  by  him  to  Ariftotle ;  the  undaunted  confidence 

'  lUced  in  his  phyiician  Philip,  are  inflances  fufficient  to  (hew, 

that  Alexander  did  not  want  fome  virtues  of  humanity.     And 

wben  wc  confider  feveral  of  his  ralh^dtions  of  inebriety,  they 

ttnvince  us,  how  far  the  native  excellencies  of  the  mind   may 

k  debaftd  and  changed,  by  paffions  which  too  often  attend  fuc* 

KIs  and  luxury. 

Utcunque  dtfectre  mores 
Dedecoraat  bene  nata  culp4» 
It  k  evident,  that  Swift  had  conceived  an  abfolute  difguft  to  A- 
Ibnuider,  whofe  character  he  aims  to  deflroy,  by  touching  it  in 
h  flight  a  manner,  that  he  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  vifit  paid  by 
Angoihis  Caefar  to  Alexander's  fepulchre  at  Alexandria.  Upon 
the  Ensperor's  arrival,  the  body  of  the  Macedonian  hero  was 
Imnd  in  its  full  dlmenfions,  but  fo  tender,  notwithAaading  all 
the  former  embalming,  that  Cae/ar,  by  touching  only  the  noie 
of  it,  defaced  th^  whole  figure  immediately.     Orrery, 

la  this  paflage  there  is  a.  peculiar  beauty,  though  it  is  not  dif- 
9Tered  at  an  hafty  view.  The  appearance  of  Alexander  with  a 
fidorious  army,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Arbela,  produces^ 
Miy  a  declaration  that  he  died  by  drunkennefs ;  thus  inade- 
f^atXc  and  ridiculous,  in  the  eye  of  reafbn,  is  the  ultimate  purpoic 
§Bt  which  Alexander  with  his  army  marched  into  a  remote 
foontry,  fubverted  a  mighty  empire,  and  deluged  a  nation  ^Ui 
Uocxl;  he  gained  no  more  than  an  epithet  to  his  name,  which, 
after  a  few  repetitions,  was  no  longer  regarded  even  by  himfelf  \, 
thus  the  purpoie  of  his  refurredtion  appears  to  be  at  lead  equally 
important  with  that  of  his  life,  upon  which  it  is^a  fatire  not 
llpre  bitter  than  juft.    Hawkef, 

*  Hanmbal  ieems  to  have  been  fomnumcd  witk  no  other  view 
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I  faw  Cxfar  aad  Pompey  at  the  head  of  t 
troops,  }ui\  ready  ta  engage.  I  faw  the  for 
ia  his  laft  great  triumph.     I  defired,  that  th( 


than  to  cenfure  Livjr  the  hidorian.  It  is  not  only  improl 
but  impoiCble,  that  Hannibal  (hould  have  carried  a  fufl 
quantity  of  vinegar  for  the  purpofe  related  by  Livy  :  But 
negar  will  certainly  ibftea  and  diflblve  Hones,  the  esperi 
might  have  been  improved  or  Co  contrived  by  Hannibal^ 
appear  to  make  an  eafy  and  expeditioiu  opening  through 
particular  paflage  already  fitted  for  the  purpofe.  Such  a 
pra^ifcd  in  that  age  of  darknefs,  and  properly  managed,  i 
have  been  univeriklly  received  as  a  kind  of  miracle  :  So 
Livy  could  fcarce  have  avoided  inferting  the  report  as  a 
knowtedged  truth  ;  efpecially  as  the  fa£l  itfelf  ieems  to 
that  the  Romans  were  invincible,  unlef&from  fbme  fiipern; 
cau{e.  Swift,  no  friend  to  military  men,  thinks  the  Carl 
Bian  general  unworthy  of  any  farther  notice;  and  hadeost 
up  the  ienate  ef  Rome.  This  gives  him  an  opportunity  of 
very  ftvere  upon  a  certain  modern  aflembly,  which  he  trcs 
a  manner  more  refembling  the  Cynic  in  his  cell,  than  the 
humoured  Rabelais  in  his  cafy-chair.     Orrery. 

Livy,  the  Roman  hil^orian,  has  related  that  Hannibal  bi 
great  pile  of  wood  upon ,  a  rock  that  (lopped  his  pallage 
when  it  was  thus  heated,  poured  vinegar  upon  it,  by  wh: 
was  made  Co  foft  as  to  be  eafrly  cut  through.     Hawkef, 

Gulliver's  account  of  hi^  entertainment  at  Glubdubd 
flrangely  and  whimfically  diverting.  Alexander  the  Ore; 
the  head  of  his  army,  juft  after  the  battle  of  Arbela,  a 
Gulliver  upon  his  honour,  that  he  was  not  poifoned,  bo 
of  a  fever  by  exceflive  drinking.  And  afterwards  Hanniba 
;  the  Alps,  declared  to  him,  that  he  had  not  a  drop-  of 
'in  his  camp.  How  ridiculous,  how  contemptible,  are 
plagues  of  the  world,  thefe  deftroyers  of  the  human  race, 
ftripped  of  their  royahy  and  command,  as  well  as  their  s 
to  perpetrate  any  further  mifchief  t 


'Mors  fola  faietur 
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vate^of  Rome  might  appear  before  me  in  one  large 
oihamberi  and  a  modern  reprcfentativc  in  coun- 
teryiew  in  another.  The  firft  fecmed  to  be  an 
afiembly  of  heroes  and  demi-gods,  the  other  a 
knot  of  pedlars,  pick-pocketSj  highwaymen,  and 
Imllies. 

.    The  governor  at  my  requeft  gave  the  fign  for 
Csefar  and  Brutus  to  advance  towards  us.     I  was 
ftnickwith  a  profound  veneration  at  the  fight 
.t)f  Brutus,  and  could    eafily  difcover  the  moft 
xonfummate  virtue,  the  greateft  intrepidity  and 
;  firmujefs  of  mind,  the  trueft  love  of  his  country 
•  »nd  general  benevolence  for  mankind,  in  every 
^lineament  of  his  countenance.     I  oibferved  virith 
iiuch  pleafure  that  thefe  two  perfons  were  in 
••good  intelligence  with  each  other;  and  G^efar 
^■firccly  confeffed  to  me,  that  the  greateft.  aftions 
tirf  his  own  life  ii^ere  not  equal,  by  many  degrees, 
ito  the  gloiy  jof  taking  it  away.     I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  have  much  converfation  with  Brutus  ;  and  •/ 
was  told,    that  his   anccftor  Junius,    Socrates, 
Epaminondas,  Cato    the  younger.  Sir  Thomas 
Moore,  and  himfelf,  were  perpetustlly  together : 
A  fextumvirate^  to  which  all  the  ages  of  the 
,world  cannot  add  a  feventh  *. 

It 

*  Pompey  and  Cxfar  only  appear  to  grace  the  entry  of  Brdfl^ 
4I1S,  who  is  Swift's  favourite  patriot.  But  as  Ca:rar  generoufly 
confefled  to  Gulliver,  *<  that  the  greateft  anions  of  his  life  were 
««  not  equal,  by  many  degrees,  to  the  glory  of  taking  it  away  ;" 
4t  would  have  been  a  proper  alleviation  of  .the  >Didlator*s  crimes, 
'CO'have  acknowledged  him  ,the  greateft  ftatefman,  orator,  and 
^dier  of  the  age  in  which  Kc  lived;  an  age  fertile  of  eminent 
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It  would  be  tedious  to  trouble  the  reader  with 
relating,  what  vaft  numbers  of  illudrious  perfou 
were  called  up  to  gratify  that  iniatiable  defire  I  had 

to 

incn ;  an  age  when  ambitbn  was  (carcc  looked  upon  as  a  crimes 
amU  when  the  Roman  Ttrtue  (once  the  iuppoit  and  prcftmtioi 
of  the  commonwealth)  was  long  fince  loft  in  Tioe  and  loxnrf. 
At  fuch  a  time  a  Angle  mafter  was  become  nccef&ry ;  and  Fob*  ' 
pey  would  hare  feized  the  reins  of  government,  had  not  Caefif 
interpofed.  If  the  confpirators  had  reftored  liberty  to  thdr 
country,  their  a£t  had  been  completely  glorious,  and  would  have 
fliewed  that  Czfar,  not  Rome,  was  degenerated.  But  if  «t 
mayjodge  from  the  conicquences,  Heaven  difiipproved  of thedttd. 
A  pauticoUr  fate  attended  the  confpirators,  not  one  of  wham 
died  a  natural  death.  And  even  Bmtos,  perhaps  recoilfftint 
in  his  laft  moments  the  benefits  which  he  had  received  from 
Czfar,  was  ftaggered  in  his  thoughts  of  virtue,  and  imagining 
liimfelf  deceived  by  a  (hadow,  broke  out  into  a  pathetiol  o^ 
preflion,  fignifying,  "  that  he  had  worlhipped  virtue  as  a  fvb- 
*<  ftance,  and  had  found  it  only  a  fliadow  :**  So  that  be  fieni 
to  hare  wanted  that  fortitude  of  mind,  which  conftantly  atteodi 
tme  virtue  to  the  grave.  This  dcfeCt  in  the  charaAer  of  BmnOi 
I  is  not  impropei  ly  exprefled  in  the  famous  gallery  of  the  GraC 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  where  there  is  a  very  fine  head  of  Brutus,  be* 
gan  by  Michael  Angelo,  but  left  unfiniflied  :  Under  it  is  eopr 
ven  upon  a  copper>plate  this  diftich  : 

Dum  BauTi  effigiem  fculpttr  de  mnrmore  ducit^ 
Jn  menfem  fieUris  venity  et  a\ftlnmU, 

If  Brutus  erred,  it  was  from  a  wrong  notion  of  virtue.  Tl* 
chara^er  of  Casfar  is  perhaps  more  amiable,  but  lefs  perfrd. 
flHis  faults  were  great ;  however,  many  of  them  were  foils  to  Kii 
virtues.  A  modern  eminent  writer  has  repre/cnted  him  as  t 
glutton.  He  tells  us,  that  when  Casfar  went  to  the  public  feafb, 
he  condantly  took  a  vomit  in  the  morning,  .with  a  defign  to 
indulge  himfclf  with  more  keennefs,  and  to  increafe  his  appetite 
for  the  cnfuing  fcaft.  The  faft  is  true ;  but  i  would  willingly  be* 
lleve  the  inference  4injuft.  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  h< 
^  pra^Uicd 
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to  fee  the  world  in  evoiy  pcnoA  oF  andqultf 

(bced  before  me.    I  chieflf  fed  nif  ejres  with 

{)dioldiAg  the  deftroTers  of  tyraau  and  ofurpers. 

Vol.  V*  A  a  and 

pai£K(e4  thU  cuftom  by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians ;  who  might 
llircA  fuch  a  re]simen,  as  the  mod  certain  and  immediate  pre- 
iir?9tio»  wpAuik  epitoptie  its,  to  which  the  DtOator  was  often 
lfaU>le.  My  honoured  father,  who  was  axcelled  by  few  phylid* 
lUM  in  the  theory  of  pbyfic,  hac  often  told  nM,  that  thofe  kind 
itf  coBvttUioafi  were  of  iucb  a  Mtnre  as  snteraHy  to  come  0ri  af- 
ter eating,  and  aaore  violently  if  the  fiomach  was  overloaded. 
Gseiar  wsb  fe  careful  io  obferving  a  doccnt  dignity  bi  Mi;  beha* 
irioar,  thiit  be  dreaded  the  (bame  of  expofing  publicly  th4s  weak* 
aeis  in  bit  conftitation  ;  and  tberefpre  goatded  agalnil  it  i*  a 
Itrudent  manner,  which  has  iince  been  coalhued  into  a  t«]fi«oacb. 
This  ftrmiic  rxCts  upon  the  (Irongeft  fovndation,  as  all  intbdrs 
igree,  that  he  was  Bu>ft  (Iri^iy  and  reniarkal>ly  abflcniodi. 
.  ki  his  public  charader,  CdBfair  appears  a  (Vcong  example,  kwW 
far  the  greateil  natural  and  acquired  accompli (bments  may  loll 
their  loAre,  when  made  fubiervient  to  falie  glory,  and  an  im- 
nodecate  tbirft  of  power;  as^  on  the  other  hatnd,  the  hiflory  0C 
finitna  may  inftruift  u«>  what  unl»ppy  efTe/ts  the  rigid  exefl|M 
«f  fuperior  virtue,  when  mifappliod  and  carried  too  fbr,  iMf 
|>roduce  in  the  mod  (ledfaft  mind,  or  the  ionadeft  judyteut, 

OuUker  has  given  tcr  Bnicvs  five  con>pamon%  Ju*.  Bniflus^ 
Socrates,  JEpatninondas,  Cato  the  cefi£>r,  and  SirTiomai 
Moore.  Socb  a  ftjOiimvirate  ii  not  ea£Iy  to  be  mereaftd  :  Yet 
let  ne  hope,,  thait  the  reflection  is  too  (evere^  critical,  when  he 
idds^  "  that  ail  the  ages  of  the  world  cannot  toniib  out  a  lb« 
**  ventb J'  ''Every  age  has  produced  meit  ^f  virtne  and  abiHtial 
in  the  higheft  degree.  The  race  of  mankhMk  Anc^e  tkeir,^^ 
cnettton,.  have  been  always  the  ibme.  The  greate((  charaAsrt 
have  been  blended  with  the  greeted  faults.  Pnets  and  hidovl* 
ti^s  have  fiogled  out  particular  perfbns  for  fame  and  immorta- 
iity  :  They  have  adorned  them  with  accomplilhments  which 
Hirhape  they  never  pofiefled^  while  other  nxn,  eqmdly  fntrito<» 
a,  have  beets  fikotiy  buried  tsk  ebttvibo^  with  o«ily  the  fblf* 

coDlci(Aiibe£l 


^9     ..QULUVER's  TRAVELS.      Part  lU  pi 

und  die  reftoren  of  liberty  to  the  opprefled  and 
injured  nations.  Bnt  it  is  impoffible  to  cxprefi 
the  fatisfoAion  I  received  in  my  own  mind,  after 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  a  fuitable  entertain- 
ment to  the  reader. 

CHAP. 

conrdonfnefi  of  dclcnriog  a  rank  among  the  eompiniom  ofBn* 
tu$  in  the  £lf  Can  fields. 

In  this  tlluihious  iextnmviratey  Socrates  and  Sir  ThoflMi 
Moore  undoubtedly  de&rve  the  pre-eminence.  The  eztrangutt 
virtue  of  Junius  Brutus  is  (hocking  to  every  parent,  and  crcry 
good-natured  mind.  The  important  ienriees  6f  the  father  might 
jaftly.  have  claimed  from -the  public,  the  pardon  of  his  Ibnst 
And  when  his  paternal  piety  had  fared  their  lires,  Ms  precepti 
&nd  example  might  Co  eflledually  have  reclaimed  their  errors,  as 
to  have  made  them  become  nfeful  members  of  the  oommoo- 
wealth.  I  am  fully  perfnaded,  that  if  Dr  Swift  had  been  a  Ci- 
ther, we  (honld  not  hare  found  the  name  of  Jtmios  Bmtos  when 
it  is  now  placed. 

In  Epaminondas  the  Theban  glory  firft  appeared,  and  ^Bed. 
His  own  jnerit,  in  overcoming  the  greatefl  dificnlties,  entir^ 
j^fad  his  reputation.  A  happy  conc«rrence  of  drmmflaooes 
has  often  given  fame  to  others;  bnt  Epaminondas  was  indebted 
for  his  fupeiior  character  only  to  himfelf. 

I  am  in  ibme  donbt,  whether  Cato  the  cenfbr  can  fahiy  claim 
a  ra»k  among  €o  choice  a  group  of  ghofb  *.  He  jnftly  indeed 
condemned  the  luxury  of  the  Romans,  and  he  punKhed  their 
vices  with  an  impartial  feverity.  Bnt  herein  he  feems  to  have 
indulged  his  own  natural  temper,  rather  than  to  have  a£kd  ib- 
felutely  from  a  love  of  virtue.  He  was  a  declared  enemy-  to  po« 
etiyi  punting,  and  all  the  politer  arts.  He  was  proud,  vain, 
and  morofe.  But,  above  all,  he  was  fb  extremely  avaridoas, 
that  Rhadamanthus,  in  the  Archbifliop  of  Cambray*s  diakigoei 

of 

*  This  mte  of  bis  lordfinp  is  mi  enemwm  m  the  juJ^mmi  efmf 
tKtbcr,  who  hiTw  thai  CMo  tbt  cenfir  and  Cato  tht  joMgtr  won 
very  digtrem  perfonsp  and  for  good  renfini  f  referred  tht  latter, 

juwkcr. 
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Afurthtr  account  of  Glubdubdrib.     Ancient  and 
modern  hiftoty  correSied. 


H 


AviNG  a  ddlre  to  fee  thofe  ancientB, 

who  were  moft  renowned  for  wit  and' 

A  a  2  learnings 


tf  tbc  dead,  after  expreflSng  lune  rrgvd  to  hn  mertti ,  tells  him, 
V  ht  was  an  oforer,  he  oovld  not  be  admitted  into  the  Elyfiaa 
kids;  and  therefore  orders  him  to  keep  the  gate  as  porter  ;  io 
vbicfa  fitnation  he  might  gratify  the  cenforioofneft  of  his  di/po- 
ition,  bf  esam filing  every  ghod  that  attempted  to  come  into 
Uffiam,  and  by  (buttmg  the  door  againft  ail  thoie  who  were 
iQt  qnaliSed  for  admittance*  Rhadamanthas  then  gives  him 
DODey^  to  pay  Charon  for  fuch  paflengers  who  were  not  able  to 
mf  for  themiclves;  and  at  the  fame  time  declares,  that  he  will 
NBiifli  him  as  a  robber,  if  he  ofers  to  lend  oat  money  opon  o^ 
ipy.  How  very  different  are  the  ftntiments  of  Abp.  Fea»» 
Bft,  and  of  Dr  ffwift,  in  their  judgment  of  Cito  1  If le  one 
Jmik»  bhn  anworthy-  of  a  place  anwiag  millions  in  Elyfittm, 
ffhile  the  other  diAingviAics  him  among  the  greateft  men  of  an- 
Jqaity.  From  this  diflenfion  of  opinions  may  be  traced,  per- 
laps,  the  particular  temper  both  of  the  Archbiihop  and  of  the 
[kao ;  and  from  thence  may  be  deduced  the  rcaion  why  tbr 
>nibr  was  efteemei  by  the  latter,  and  coademoed  by  the  for- 
■er.     Orrtry. 

The  aoble  author  finiibcs  fais^rtmarks  on  this  ieventh  chapter,. 
rf  obftfring,  that  "  Gulliver,  after  having  taken  a  tranlient 

*  view  of  Dumberlefs  illuftrious  perfims,  whom  he  docs  not 
«  name,  dofes  the  chapter,  and  gives  him  an  opportunity  of 

*  finiihiog  his  letter;*'  and  then  addrefles  his  Ton  thus :  ••  L.ate, 
■*  very  late,  may  you  become  a  ghoA  !  and  when  one,  may  you 
*•  •yniany  of  Swift's  iestomvirau !  and  ipay  his  ghbift  (giowi* 
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learning,  I  fct  apart  one  day  on  purpofe.  *  I 
propofed  that  Homer  and  Ariftotle  might  appear 
at  the  head  of  all  their  commentaton  ;  but  thefe 
were  fo  numerous^  that  fome  hundreds  were 

forced 

"  Icfs  qmical  and  better  inllnil^d)  rejoice  to  admit  you  into 
*'  the  company,  from  which  he  has  fo  arbitrarily  excluded  all 
••  iuture  generations.'* 

Gulliver  has  not  exckided  all  fvtture  generations  from  adding 
t^  this  If annQrifatc  For  ht  ffictlu  only,  af  the  tim*  paft. 
What  Catoi  may  appear  to  bleis  the  world,  and  oppofe  the 
torrent  of  corruption,  in  after  ages,  God  only  knows.     Sv/ift, 

*  Gnlliver^  tired  of  heroes,  changes  the  fceiM  in  this  <tb' 
chapter,  and  becomes  curious  to  know  the  (ituatioa  of  poets  and 
philo(bpJ)crs,  who,  iu  their  turn,  have  as  eagerly  contended  for 
fame,  as  Cxiar  did  for  power,  or  Brutus  for  liberty.  «He  de« 
Hres,  thaX  Homer  and  Aridotle  may  make  their  appearance  at 
the  head  of  their  comoaentators.  **  Homer,"  fays  our  trayeller^ 
'*  was  the  taller  and  comelier  perfon  of  the  twa;  walked  very 
*'  erc€t  for  one  of  his  age,  and  his  eyes  were  the  moil  quick  and 
*^  piercing  I  ever  beheld  *.*'  It  is  certain  that  Homer  has  ra« 
ther  gained^  than  loft  vigour  by  his  years.  Twenty-fix  centuries 
bave  not  unbraced  his  nerves,  or  given  one  wrinkle  to  bis  brow, 
^daithou^  OuHiver  has  be  (lowed  upon  him  the  additional 
ornament  of  6ne  eyos,  yet  1  am  apt  to  think  they  made  the  fi« 
gure  of  this  divine  okl  man  hfs  awful :  At  lead  I  am  glad  that 
he  wanted  his  eye>iight  while  he  lived ;  fincc  it  is  impofliblc  oot 
to  conclude,  from  the  produ^ons  of  Homer  and  Milton,  that 
the  fmnd*s  eye  becomes  more  intenfely  difcerning,  when  it  is  not 
interrupted  by  estermd  objects.  It  is  an  okl  obfervatioo,  that 
Homer  has  nourifhed  more  perfons  than  Sylla,  Cxfar,  and  Au* 
gndus;  and  while  their  piaurcs  have  decay«d,  not  a  letter  of 
the  Iliad  has  been  k>(i  The  Grcctan  poet  not  only  preftrves 
his  original  form,  but  breathes  freely,  and  fooks  beautifally  in 
ether  language!:  .  A  happier  metempiyehofis  than  Pythagoras 
ever  dreamed  of.    However,  if  Homer  was  aUbhitcly  obUgcd  to 


bi 
of 


.  •jUlthHis  memn  hy  GnlUver  ry,  titt  Hmer  ktd  th  fi  W^^ 

mtd  pacing  genius  of  all  huxnaiK  ract.    S'w^fU— Scft  OiHdfm  is  l>r 
jSvfifi'i  FQm$,  Vol.  VllU 


^1 


ap.VIIL  A  Voyage /;  Ld?uTA,  C5V.    2ti 

ed  to  attend  in  xhz  cour:  2^i  outTsrd  roomi 

tthc  palace.    1  knew  and  could  ciitinguiih  thoie 

\  heroes  at  nmiighcy  noi  oolj  frjo  mc  croud,. 

A  a  3  but 

r  the  different  drt&i  -rc^di  h«T*  l«t3  e^.tcs  to  hlf,  hs 
I  fomctixces,  I  oclfrre,  £rd  ihe  ccci^.s  cf  h:>  L-rLs  naeaff 
I  confined;  and  voakip.-eicr  h^oaa  ijcr.pic  jcilre  cvca  to 
birtfaday-ijit  whica  -_i:r  ZrrL.i  bari  hi*  r.vci  hl;3.  The 
nmentaton  have  do::e  ic:.&  h  .c^::;  tc  xi.  r.c.'.  tL«c  the  tnni* 
Some  of  the^  kanicd  pecUcu  hate  tstirelr  ara(Ud  thcr 
tions  npon  puticks  aisd  mord» ;  others  have  nm  iisto  a 
!  csafbacfi.  ia  ccmpanr^  the  propriety  of  his  imases; 
I  vhUcothcrf,  agun,  haTcerjCcaTocned  u  trace  oct  froni  the  Ilizd 
f  nd  Odyllcf ,  all  the  rudimeaa  of  ans  aad  fcxncrs.  Sooic 
tfaere  are  who  d«rcU  on  foch  narrow  circumlunoes  as  were  ne- 
IJkQad  by  Homer,  and  can  ozAy  be  luitiible  to  their  own  con- 
fined genius.  Tbc)-  are  not  a^k  to  purine  bim  ia  faii  fublimc 
fl{ghti»  and  attempt  therelore  to  bring  him  npon  a  Icrcl  with 
themlelTes.  Their  low  mcchaoicai  notions  lemind  me  of  an  ab* 
tud  problem,  propotcd  by  the  fanioi»  MonL  Uu£t,  whether  the 
Uiid  might  not  be  written  upon  tellum  in  £o  Jmiill  a  hand,  that 
the  whole  might  be  contained  within  a  nat-ihcJl  ?  This  import- 
ant qucfiion  is  iaid  to  hare  engaged  the  thoaght  and  attention 
of  the  French  court,  and  gives  us  a  true  pi^ure  of  a  laborious. 
taAeleis  oitic  upon  Homer.  The  Dauphin  and  his  train  are  for 
putting  the  Iliad  into  a  nut-flicli,  when  Alexander  and  his  cour^ 
tiers  choic  the  richcft  and  mod  curious  cabinet  of  Darius,  as  the 
only  proper  repofitory  foe  Homer's  works. 

Homer  and  Ariftotle  were  as  oppofite  as  poiCble  in  theu:  cha- 
raAers :  But  Dr  Swii't  has  placed  them  together,  chiefly  with  a 
^icw  of  (hewing  their  commentators  in  that  juft  and  ridiculous 
^ght  in  which  thoie  fcholiafts  ought  to  appear.  When  an  age 
is  blefied  with  the  produAions  of  an  uacomraun  genius,  inch  as 
reiembles  Homer,  it  mod  in  fome  meafure  be  punilhed  by  bad 
imiutions  and  comments;  in  the  iame  manner  that  you  may 
have  obicrved  the  fun,  by  its  heat  and  influence,  railing  vapours 
tod  animating  infe^  that  infeA,  and  perhaps  coiTupt  the  air, 
ia  which  he  fliines  with  fo  much  lufh-e.  But  when  an  original 
rfkiired  author,  as  Ariftotle^  is  really  erronccus,  and  deceivrt 

«rli 
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but  from  each  other.  Homer  was  the  talleriad 
cornel  ier  peifon  of  the  two,  walked  veryercft 
for  one  of  his  age,  and  his  eyes  were  the  oioft. 
quick  and  piercing  I  ever  beheld.  Ariftotle 
fiooped  much,  and  made  ufe  of  a  flaffl  His 
vifage  was  meagre,  his  hair  lank  and  thin,  and 
his  voice  hoUow  *•    I  foon  difcovered  that  both 

of 

with  faUe  fyodcmt  principles,  what  a  tnb  of  errors  muft  arift 
from  commeautors  on  fuch  fubjc£b,  Who,  whtlc'they  endcavop 
to  porTiic  and  extend  a  plcafing  inchantcd  projeO,  that  has  M 
real  foundation,  deviate  into  a  dark,  difiigreeablc  road  of  brieft- 
and  thorns !  — <— It  is  on  this  account  that  the  Dean  has  intra* 
duGcd  Ariftotle  in  oonpany  with  Hooter.    Ontry. 

*  This  defcription  of  Ariftotle  is  fine,  and  ia  a  few  word» 
lepreicnts  the  tnie  nature  of  his  works.  By  not  having  the  im* 
mortal  fpirit  of  Homer,  he  was  unable  to  ketp  his  body  ettfk  \ 
and  his  Aaff,  which  feebly  fupported  him,  like  his  oomnenta* 
tors,  made  this  defeA  more  confpicooils.  He  wanted  not  root 
nfefnl  qualities;  but  theft  r#«/  $rHgmtnf s,  \ikt  his  hair,  wot 
thin  and  Mngtactful  *.  His  (lyle  was  harfli,  and,  lika  his  voie^ 
liad  neither  force  nor  harmony,  f  !e  was  withont  doubt  a  mtft 
of  great  genius  and  penetration  ;  but  he  did -infinitely  more  pre* 
judice  than  ftrvict  to  real  literatare.  He  ftudied  Words  moit 
than  faCU ;  and  delivered  his  philofephy  ptrplesed  ^th  lack 
intricate  logical  terms,  as  have  laid  a  foandatbn  f6r  th*  eiidleik 
fcholaftic  difputations  which  havt  corrupted  and  retarded  th6 
pro^ik  of  learning.  He  waged  waf  with  all  his  prtdecefibrs. 
Ke  never  quotes  Vn  authot  but  with  a  view  to  refdtt  h!&  opinlofl. 
Like  the  Ottoman  Emptfor,  ht  coDid  not  rcSgn  in  iafety,  till 
he  had  firft  dcAfoyed  his  brethren.  He  wsft  ki  ambitious  in  fH- 
^ce.  as  his  pupil  Alexander  ^as  ib  arms.  He  aimed  to  be  a 
del))otic  original;  and  not  only  to  be  thb  prlAte,  but  the  ty- 
rhnt  of  philofophy.     What  theh  can  be  ebcpeaed  from  Xtkh 

commentators 

•  In  this  the  nohh  tommtntatw  fttms  to  he  mftaUn  ;  for  it  can* 
not  he  hell eved  that  Arijigtle^i  real  orAamenti,  however  few^  were 
ungraceful.    tiawke£ 


t  them  trcre  perfeft  ftmngcts  to  ths  reft*  of  thife 
Mnpany,  and  had  neter  (ecu  or  heard  of  thea 
i£sm*    And  I  had  a  wlufpa*  from  a  ghoft,  whOf 

flutt 

nmftntators  of  his  works,  w^o  were  devoid  of  his  ingcnuitf, 
A  pofl^ife^  of  ill  bis  intrieatS  follibi  f  Raifiui- with  bis  covert 
MNraA^,  ind  8<ottt»  mnd  AqMiHia^  whh  thtir  TtibdivHi^ns  «a4 
■gtiMsy  aothings,  mu ft  make  t  contenptiuie  fifvrt  in  the  Hi 
Un  ^lds|  which  mrt:  the  fuppoied  maniioas  of  ckearfAilaeA^ 
ith,  knd  candour^  and  coniequently  moft  be  a  verf  improper 
natSoti  for  thsit  tfibe  df  philofophers.  Oh-lry. 
la  OiilU««r's  portrait  Of  HoM^r  w«  oMilrve  «11  %h»  inlirk%  a<^ 
BoeaiiBiie  of  qmcknei^  setiiUsi  and  ire»  ata^npfluiicii  witii 
,  exquiike  power,  and -felicity^,  in  the  communication  of  bif 
eas,  with  clearners  and  force,  unto  the  fouls  of  his  aoditorSft 
Hlt^  poftirait  of  AriHotle  h  cqnaH^r  l^foii^  4Ad  *J3iftertyi  Ht 
M>ped  much,  faith  he,  and  made  ufe  of  a  ftaflf;  that  b|  lift 
tOMfht,  ht  conHdercd,  he  rumioaUd,  lie  pondtrM  deeply,  on 
le  moft  intricate  and  abflrufe  points  relating  to  the  fdenccs  i 
.sd,  by  the  force  of  reafoning,  which  is  mcaht  by  his  (lafT,  be 
KteMd  hit  way  throtigh  briers  itid  thbtns,  until  he  (IrUck  lAt^ 
M  road  which  leode  Co  ftlenee  and  pM&dlb^y..«^The  relM^«> 
If  part  9f  Ari(lotle*iB  portrait  ift  odly  the  reprdbdutido  of  aa 
bftra£ted  fcholar,  worn  away  and  decayed  with  years,  bard 
lidy»  ndOVif bai  lucubrations,  and  the  want  of  bddily  eaetci^. 
6iMbft  #6ttld  moke  Swift  treU  Ariftotle  M^th  tety  littU  ft- 
p^  Sui,  on  th*  cotitlrary,  $«vUt  tdtfkired  AHfiotk  btyetl4 
U  the  pbibfophcrs  which  bad  appeatfd  in  the  world,  ftom  the 
ays  of  Akxabder  the  Great  to  the  moment  he  wa«  then  wri-^ 
in^:  t  h&d^mon  ikid,  iiven  lo  the  contempt  of  all  others, 
dt  tmdt^Xm$  Defcartcs,  Gaflcndi,  and  the  famous  Sir  Ifaae 
Yewton.— — From  a  little  book  of  inftru^tions  which  Dr  Swift 
Mi  pldiM  to  draw  ap  f^r  tht  aft  <^  a  \ady,  I  Ihall,  In  ^!s  own 
milt,  gkva  hit  real  opttiiMi  of  Ariftdtle.  ^*  Ariftotle,  the  diP- 
^  dpk  of  Plato,  and  tutor  to  Altkandef  \ht  Great.    His  fol* 

•  lowers  wert  called  PtrifutHk^    from  a  "Greek  word   which 
f  iignifics  /«  vfaikf  becauTe  be  taught  his  difdples  -walking.   We 

•  have  not  all  his  works ;  and  fone  of  thofe,   which  are  im- 
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fludl  be  namdefiy  that  theft  commentaton  at* 
ways  kept  in  the  moft  diftant  quarters  frcut 
their  principals  in  the  lower  worlds  through  a 
conicioufnefs  of  fhame  and  guilt,  becaufe  they 
had  fo  honibly  mifreprefented  the  meaning  d 
authors  to  pofterity.  I  introduced  Dtdymw 
and  Euftathius  to  Homeri  and  prevailed  oa. 
him  to  treat  them  better  than  perhap»  they  de- 
fer ved,  for  he  foon  found  they  wanted  srgem- 
tis  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  a  poet.  But  Ariflo* 
tie  was  out  of  all  patience  with  the  account  I 
gave  him  of  Scotus  and  Ramus,  as  I  presented 
them  to  him,  and  he  afked  them  whether  the 
reft  of  the  tribe  were  as  great  dunces,  as  theo 
felvesb 

I  then  defired  the  governor  to  call  up  Defcartes 
and  Gafleadi,  with  whom  I  prevailed  to  explain; 
their  fyftems  to  Ariftotle..  This  great  phUofi)- 
pher  freely  acknowledged  has  own  miftakes  in 
natural  philofophy,  becaufe  he  proceeded  in: 
many  things  upon  conje£hu-e^  as  alT  men  mufl 
do  i  and  he  found,  that  Gaflendi,  who  had  made 
the  dodrine  of  Epicurus  as  palatable  as  he  could^. 
and  the  vortices  of  Defcartes,  were  equally  to  be 
exploded*.    He  predided  the  lame  fete  to/r/- 

tra£Konf. 

«*  puled  to  him,   are  fbppofed  not  s^niiint.     Ht  writ  Upon 
**  iogiCf  or  the  art  of  reafoning;  upon  imrmi  and  natural  pHlo* 
«  /ophy  ;  upon  oratorj,  p^ry,  Sec  and  &ems  to  be  a  perian  of 
«  the  moft  cemprtbenfive  gemui  ibat  ever  Uvtd,**    Swifl. 
•  I  believe  yo»  wiU  find,  tfcst  Ariftotk  is  Aill  to  be  preferred 
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wwiSwn^  whei^of  the  prcfent  learaed  are  Aich 
okMis  afierters*  He  £iid,  that  new  fyftcms  o£ 
itture  were  but  aew  faihioos,  which  would  varf 


»  Epicunis.  The  former  made  fbme  uTcfol  experiments  «nd 
ilbovcries,  and  was  engaged  io  a  real  purfuit  of  knowledge,  aU 
Mogfa  his  maaocr  is  much  perplexed.  The  latter  was  full  oC 
micy  and  anbitioa.  He  was  an  impoftor,  and  only  aimed  a( 
BCdvias*  He  ieeaacd  not  to  believe  the  pixndples  which  lia 
wm  aflcrtcd.  He  committed  the  government  of  aU  things  to 
Imnce.  His  natural  phibfophjr  is  abfttrd.  His  moral 
hitofephy  wasts  its  proper  bafis,  the  fear  of  God.  M» 
)Uflc^  one  of  Itis  warmed  advocates,  is  of  this  lad  opinion, 
ilicce  be  iays,  Ov  m  JcmroU  fat  dire  ajtz,  it  iUa  ie  rhomuteti 
If.  /it  moenrty  m  affiz  tU  mai  dt  Jet  tpinmt  fir  la  reFigieiu 
3ia  general  maxim,  that  happineft  confided  in  pleafare,  was 
'joo  much  unguarded,  and  mufl  lay  a  foundation  of  a  moil 
kllniCive  pra^ice;  although,  from  his  temper  and  oonflix 
(Btion,  he  made  liis  actions  fuffidcntly  pleafurablc  to  him* 
feU^  and  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  true  philofophy.  His  fof 
time  exempted  him  from  care  and  iblicitude ;  his  valetudinarian 
babit  of  body  from  intemperanoe.  He  pai&d  the  greateil  part 
of  hie  time  in  his  garden,  where  he  enjoyed  all  the  elegant  a» 
imiiemcnts  of  life^  There  he  (ludied,  there  he  taught  his  phi- 
Wfiiphy.  This  particular  happy  fituation  greatly  contributed 
to  that  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  indolence  of  body,  which  he 
OMde  his  chief  ends.  He  had  not  however  ccfoluUon  fuficient 
to  meet  the  gradual  approaches  of  death,  and  wanted  that  con* 
Aancy  which  Sir  William  Temple  aicribcs  to  him  :  For,  in  his 
laA  moments,  when  he  found  that  his  condition  was  defperate,  ha 
took  §ich  large  draughts  of  wine,  that  he  was  abfolutcly  hitoai- 
cated,  aad  deprived 'of  his  icn&s  ;  ib  that  he  died  more  like  % 
BMcbaaal,  than  a  philofopher ;  to  which  the  epigram  aUodcs, 

Kite  fij^iat  ehrius  lauftt  ajuat* 

I  fboutd  not  have  ventured  into  this  criticifm  and  cen/iirt  tip<* 
Ml  thele  ancknt  philofophers,  if  my  opinion  was  not  io  a  great 
WOi&tt  fiipportcd  by  lK>rd  Baeao,  vbd,  14  be  ^as-  cartaiolf 

tbi^ 
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in  CTcry  age ;  and  trtn  tfanfe,  who  pretend  to  ] 
drrnori/trate  chna  from  mathematical  principle^ 
voiiSd  fiourifh  but  a  fliort  period  of  tune,  anl 
be  out  oi  vogue  when  that  was  determined. 

i 

t>e  !?*••'»  irr=rat«  ridfe  of  thii  fiAjrd,  mislit  be  periiipf.  fiwr 
tf-a:  pre-e-;::TC3cg.  too  fevcrc  a  crrtic.  Tt  Boft  be  owned,  tbtf 
E^ica-us  :a  partnbr  has  mutj  foUowen  and  adniRis  aBoi|' 
tSx  srcicBtt.  aad  anonf  the  mudau*.  Geero  oommettdt-  hm 
for  nitrratieg  bis  friecd(fa*pa  in  tbe  nod  cxqvifite  maaocr.  IV 
kiok  1^  opec  ^fon  me,  and  I  vill  transcribe  the  words.  Di 
fma  [.-HBTiAtf]  E films  fv^'nv  km  JStk,  wii'iia  mm  faas  tikalt 
mvniam  fgfkttai^  €%mfirroant^  wihil  tfi  mafms  mma^  fltf 
iArniri,  witiljtnm£u,  me^  verw  kr  wratmme  fiham^  fii  mJIt 
maps-miM^  et  fsWs,  et  mnribms  etmfnktvit.  Dingenei  Laertis 
praifcfl  his  Tirtne  and  Irarning.  In  the  Angnftaa  age,  tht 
grcatefl  names  are  inicrted  among  his  fol  lowers.  Gefir,  Atti^ 
ens,  Klzcenas,  Lncrctins,  Virgil,  and  Horace,  embraced  hii 
phSoinphr,  and  gave  a  loftre  to  his  icA  and  doQrines.  ^ 
WiUiam  Temple  fays,  "  That  he  wonders  why  inch  (harp  iD- 
**  TcAires  were  (b  generally  made  again  (I  Epicarus,  by  the  ages 
**  that  foflowcd  him ;  efpedatty  a»  bis  admirable  wit,  felidty 
**  of  eapieiCon,  eaceUenee  of  nature,  fweetncfs  of  converfiitioa-, 
**  temperance  of  life,  and  conftancy  of  death,  made  him  ib- 
**  much  beloved  by  his  friends,  admired  by  his  fcholars,  an^ 
^  honoared  by  the  Athenians.'*  Sir  William  Temple  impottt 
this  injuHice  '*  to  the  envy  and  malignity  of  the  Stoics,  and  to 
**  ibme  grofs  pretenders,  who  aflumedthe  denomination  of  that 
•*  fed;  who  miftook  his  favonrite  principle,**  fTeAT  al.%  bxp*- 
riNcss  CONSISTED  IN  PLEAsuas],  **  bjf  Confining  it  to  fenfod 
*^  pleaTnre  only.  To  theie  fucceeded  the  Chriflians,  who  c» 
**  deemed  hb  principles  of  natural  philofophy  more  oppofite  to 
**  thoft  of  oor  religion,  than  either  tbe  Platonifts,  the  Per^NK 
•<  tctics,  or  even  the  Stoics  thcmfelves.**  This  is  the  opinion, 
and  thefe  are  almoft  the  eaaa  words  of  tbe  great  Sir  Williatt 
Temple. 

Swift  equally  explodes  Epicurus,  and  tbe  more  modem  phi* 
Joibphorfi  Dc&autcs  ^d  GaiZcndi. 

Peicvttt 


^CbapbVIII.  AVer AGU  to Vavvta^  Is^c.   atj 

^  I  ipent  five  days  in  converfing  wiiSi  manj 
fMiers  of  the  ancient  learned.  I  faw  moft  of  the 
'  iift  Roman  emperors.  I  prevailtd  on  the  go- 
^9emor  to  call  up  Heliogabalus's  cooks  to  drefs 
:^'li  a  dinner  \  but  they,  could  not  (hew  us  much 
«(  their  (kill  for  want  of  materiab.  A  he/at  of 
•  Agefdaus  made  us  a  diih  of  Spartan  broth  ^  but  I 
Iras  not  aUe  to  get  down  a  fecond  fpoonfuL 
A  The  two  gentlemen  who  conduAed  me  to  the 
IBand,  were  prefled  by  their  private  affiurs  to 
mbm  in  three  days,  which  I  employed  in  fee- 
fag  Ibme  of  the  modern  dead»  who  had  made 
die  greateft  figure  for  two  or  three  hundred 
years  paft  in  our  own  and  other  countries  of 
Sorope  ;  and  having  been  always  a  great  admi- 
wet.  of  old  illuftrious  families,  I  defired  the  gover- 
nor would  call  up  a  dozen  or  two  of  kings,  with 
Ifadur  anceftors  in  order  for  eight  or  nine  genera- 
tions. 

S>cfcmft0i  wu  a  Imight-errant  In  phHoibpliy,  perpetvallf 
adilaking  wiodmiUs  for  giants ;  yet,  by  the  ftrength  of  a  warm 
Imaginiition,  'he  Oarted  fome  opinionty  whkh  probably  pot  Sir 
Umc  Newtbn  Mid  others  on  making  many  cxperimentf  that 
pradocod  moft  ufefoi  dlfcoTeries. 

Oftflcndi  was  efleemed  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of 
Fraaoe.  He  was  a  doAor  of  divinity,  and  royal  profrflbr  of  ma* 
thcmatlcs.  He  wasbrrn  in  Provence  in  1591,  and  died  in  1655. 
With  gfcat  indnftry  he  coUe^lcd  whatever  related  to  the  person 
and  to  the  philoibphy  of  £piciinu ;  the  kttcr  of  which  fac  has 
icdoced  into  a  complete  fyftem. 

I  have  DOW  curforily  gone  through  the  charaders  of  iocK 
fhofts,  as  are  nominatlyr  fpcciBcd  by  Gulliver.  I  may  be  wrong 
either  in  my  account  or  in  my  obfervations :  And  I  fliall  ro* 
joke  to  be  confoted  by  f  on  in  any  point  of  Icacaing  whatevec; 
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But  mj  difappointmcQt  wm  gricfn 
vmcxpefted.  For,  ioftead  of  aloi^  trai 
royal  diadems^  I  ikw  in  one  faaulj  two 
three  fproce  cooitiert>  and  an  ItaHao 
In  anocher,  a  barber,  an  abbots  and  twc 
iaaU*  I  have  too  greac  a  teaeradon  £br 
td  heads  to  dwcH  any  longer  on.  fo  nice  a. 
But  ai  to  CoontSi  Marquifibt  Dtikfia,. 
and  llie  like,  I  was  noc  (6  fcrupulo>iis. 
conjois,  k  was  not  wkhont  ibote  pleafin* 
I  found  jnjfelf  abk  to  trace  the  particnl 
tares,  by  which  certain  hxaSUks  are  diilbi| 
up  to  their  originals.  Icould  plainly  da 
irom  whence  one  family  derives  a  loog  chi 
a  fecond  hath  abounded  with  knaves  •£ 
gcnerationsi,  and  focris  for  two  more';' 
third  happened  to  be  crackbrained,  and  a 
so  be  fh2arpers4  whence  it  came  what  Ft 
Virgil  fays  of  a  certain  great  houfe,  I 
fortis^  necfmmina  cafta  ;  how  cruelty,  feU 
and  cowsfrdrce  grew  to  be  charaAerift 
which  certain  families  are  diflinguiflied  as 
as  by  their  coats  of  arms  \  who  firfl  brouj 
pox  into  a  noble  houfe,  which  hath  lines 
fcendedin  fcrophulbtis  tumours  to  their  po 
Neither  could  I  wonder  at  aD  this,  whei 
^  ^hajorioterruptloaaflineagcs  by  pages,,  lac 
valets,  ooachmen,  gaoRcftcrs,  fidlerSj  | 
captains,  and  pickpockets. 

I  was  chiefly  difgufted  with  modern  I 

For  having  ftrifidy  examined  all  .the  peisf 

gteaiefl  naaae  m  Jthfi  coujfu  of  jwiiaess  i 

X  hi 
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liundred  years  paft^  I  found  how  the  world  had 
^Q  miiled  by  profticute  writers  to  afcribe  th« 
^eateft  exploits  ia  watr  to  cowards,  the  wifeft 
counfel  to  fbols»  fincerity  to  flatterers,  Romaa 
virtue  to  betrayers  of  their,  country »  piety  Co  »• 
theiftsi  chaftity  to,  fodomites,  truth  to  inform- 
erf:  How  many  innocent  and  excellent  perfons 
had- been  condemned  to  death,  or  ba^(hment  by 
die  pra(£tlfiag  of  ;gi:eat  minifters  tipon  the  corrupt 
tion  of  judges,  and  the  malice  of  fa£i:ions  :  How 
many  villains  had  been  exalted  to  the  higheft 
places. of  (rud,  power,  dignity,  and  profit :  How 
g^^t  a:  (hare  in  the  motions  and  events  of  courts^ 
fQuncils,  and  fenates,  might  be  challenged  by 
bawds,  whores,  pimps,  parafites,  and  buffoons: 
How  low  an  opinion  I  had  of  human  wifdom 
and  integrity,  when  I  was  truly  informed  of  the 
fprings  and  motives  of  great  enterprifes  and  re- 
solutions in  the  world,  and  of  the  contemptible 
accidents  to  which  they  owed  their  fuccefs. 

^  Here  I  difcovcrcd  the  roguery  and  ignorance 
of  thofe,  who  pretend  to  write  anecdotes^  or  fe* 
cret  hiftory  \  who  fend  fo  many  kings  to  their 
graves  with  a  cup  of  poifon  ;  will  repeat  the  di{^ 
courfe  between  a  prince  and  chief  minifter,  where 
no  witne(s  was  by  ^  unlock  the  thoughts  and 
cabinets  of  ambafladors  and  fecretaries  of  ftate  & 
and  have  the  perpetual  misfortune  to  be  miC^ 
taken.  Here  I  difcovered  the  true  caufes  of  many 
great  events  that  have  furprifed  the  world  ;  how 
a  whore  can  govern  the  back-dairs,  the  back- 
Aairs  a  council,  and  the  council  a  fcnate.  A 
Vol.  V.  B  b  ^^t«xA 
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^Acral  ^cotifeflTcii  in  my  prefcnce,  thatr  he  gov  il 
tiAory  ^rely-  hj  tbc  foree  of  cowar^&:e  and  9 
coodud ;  and  an  admirdl,  that  for  warn  of  pro* 
per  iorelligencc  he  beat  tke  enemy,  to  whom  hi 
intended  to  betray  the  fleet.  Three  king»  pro« 
tefted  to  me,  tbat  i»  their  whole  reigns  they 
never  did  once  prefei'  any  perftm  6f  merit,  unilA 
by  miftake,  or  trcachei^  of  feme  raintfter  in 
whom  they  corfded  :  Neither  would  they  d&ii 
V  they  were  to  live  again  $  and  they  (hewed  widi 
great  ftrength  of  reaibn,  that  the  royal  throoe 
tould  not  be  fupported  without  corruptiBn,  bet 
cairfe  that  pofkive,  confident,  rcftife  temper, 
trhich  virtue  infiifed  into  a  rate,  was  a  perpetud 
clog  to  public  bufinefs* 

-  r  had  the  euriofity  to  enquire  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  what  method  great  numbers  had 
proctrred  to  thcmfdvcs.  hijgh  titles  of  honour 
and  prodigious  eftates ;  and  I  confined  my  en- 
quiry to  a  very  modem  period,  however  without 
grating  upon  prefent  ^trmcs,  becauft  I  would  be 
lure  to  give  no  oflfentc  even  to  foreigners ;  for  I 
hope  the  reader  need  not  to  be  told,  that  I  do 
not  in  the  leaft  intcnd^y  own  country  in  what 
I  (ay  upon  this  occa^ti.  A  great  ntimber  of 
pcrfons  concerned  were  calfed  up ;  and  upon  a 
Very  (light  examtnatioh  di(covcrcd  fuch  a  (cenc 
Xyf  infamy,  that  I  camtot  rtfleft  upon  it  without 
fome  fcnou(Tiefi.  Perjury,  opprt(?7on,  fbbor- 
nation,  fraud,  pandarifm,  and  the  like  ifffirmrtie^ 
trere  amongft  the  mod  excufeabie  arts  they  had 
to  mention  ;-  and  for  thefe  I  gave^  as  it  was  re»- 
•         -  fimatrie^ 
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ibnable,  great  alloamoce*  BiU  when  fooie  con* 
fiefled  they  owed  their  greatnefs,  and  wealth  tQ 
Ibdomy  or  inceft ;  others  to  the  proiUtudng 
of  tlieir  own  wives  and  daughters  ;  others  to  th< 
betraying  their  country  or  their  prince  ^  fonie  to 
poifoolngj  more  to  the  perverting  of  juilice  in 
plder  to  deftroy  the  innocent :  i  hope  I  may  be 
pardoned,  if  theie  difcoverjcs  inclined  me  a 
Iktle  to  abate  of  that  profound  veneration,  which 
\  am  naturally  apt  to  pay  to  perfoos  of  high  rank^ 
wJio  ought  to  be  treated  with  the  utmoA  refpedb 
due  to  their  fublime  dignity  by  us  their  inferiors* 

I  had  often  read  of  foiue  great  fervices  done 
to  princes  and  ftates,  and  defired  to  fee  the  per* 
ibns^  by  whom  thofe  fei-vices  were  performed* 
Upon  enquiry  I  was  told,  that  their  names  were 
CO  be  found  on  no  record^  except  a  few  of  them^ 
whom  hiftory  hath  reprefented  as  the  vileft  rogues 
tod  traitors.  As  to  the  reft,  I  had  never  once 
beard  of  them.  They  all  appeared  with  deje&ed 
looks,  and  in  the  meanefl  habit,  mod  of  them 
telling  me  they  died  in  poverty  and  difgrace,  and 
the  red;  on  a  fcaifold  or  a  gibbet. 

Among  others  there  was  one  perfon,  whofe 
cafe  appeared  a  little  lingular.  He  had  a  youth 
about  eighteen  years  old  (landing  by  his  fide. 
He  told  me  he  had  for  many  yeai's  been  com- 
mander of  a  fhip  ;  and  in  the  fea-fight  at  Ac- 
tium  had  the  good  fortune  to  break  through  the 
enemy's  great  line  of  battle,  fink  three  of  their 
capital  (hipSy  and  take  a  fourth,  which  was  the 
^fA&  cajife  of  Anthony^s  flight,  and  of  the  viAorjr 
B  b  a  that 
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that  enfucd ;  that  the  youth  ftandmg  by  him,  hit 
only  fon»  was  killed  in  the  aftion.     He  added, 
that  opon  the  confidence  of  fome  merit,  the  war 
being  at  an  end,  he  went  to  Rome,  and  folicited 
At  the  court  of  Augufhis  to  be  preferred  to  a 
greater  fliip,  whoie  commander  had  been  killed } 
bot  without  any  regard  t6  his  pretehfiens,- it  wars 
given  to  a  boy,  who  had  never  fccn  the  fea,  the 
fon  of  Ubertina,  who  waited  on  one  of  the  Em« 
peror's  niiftrefles.      Returning  back  to  his  own 
veffel,  he  was  charged  with  negleA  of  duty,  and 
the  ihip  given  to  a  favourite  page  of  Publkolii 
the  vice-admiral;    whereupon  he  retired  to  a 
]poor  farm  at  a  great  diftance  from  Rome,  and 
there  ended  his  life.     I  was  fo  curious  to  know' 
the  truth  of  this  ftory,  that  F  defired'  Agrippa 
might  be  called,  who  was  admiral  in  that  fight. 
He  appeared,  and  confirmed  the  whole  account, 
with  much  more  advantage  to  the  captain,  who(b 
modedj  had  exteniuted  or  concealed  a  great  part 
of  his  merit, 

I  was  furprifed  to  find  corruptron  grown  fo 
high  and  fo  quick  in  that  empire,  by  the  force  of 
luxury  fo  lately  intioduced,  which  made  n^e  lefs 
wonder  at  many  parallel  cafes  in  other  countries 
where  vices  of  all  kinds  have  reigned  fb  much 
h)nger,  and  where  the  whole  praift,  as  well  a$ 
pilUge,  hath  been  engrofled  by  the  chief  com- 
mander, who  perhaps  had  the  leaft  title  to  either. 

As  every  perfon  called  up  made  exaftly  the 
feme  appearance  he  had  done  in  the  world,  it 
gave  me  melancholy  reflexions,  to  obferve,  how 
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aiuchthe  i^iccof  huinan  kind  was  degenerated) 
among  us  within  theie  hundred  years  paft.    How^ 
the  pox^  under  all  its  confequences  and  denomi-* 
nations,  had  altered  every  lineament  of  an  Eng<r 
Ijlh  countenance ;  (hortened  the  fize  of  bodies,^ 
ifenhraced  the  nerves,  relaxed  the  finews  and  muf-' 
fiiSy  idtrodttced  a  (allow  completion,  and  ren-^ 
4ered  the  flefh  loofe'  and  rancid- 
•  I  defcended  fo  low  as  to  defire,    that   fome: 
Sngliih  yeomen  of  the  old  flamp  might  be  fum« 
moned  to  appear  ;  once  (b  famous  for  the  .fim* 
^city  of  their  manners,    diet,   and  drefs ;    for 
juftice  ia  their  dealings  \   for  theit  true  fpirit  of' 
fiberty;  for  their  valour  and  love  of  their  coun- 
tfjm     Neither  could  I  be  wholly  unmoved,  after* 
comparing  the  living  with  the  dead,  when  I  con-- 
fidered  how  all  thele  pure  native  virtues  were* 
proftituted  for  a  piece  of  money  by  their  grand* 
^Idren,  who,  in  felling  their  votes,  and  manag- 
ing at  eleAions^  have  acquired  every  vice  and 
eorruptioi^  that   can   ppffibly  be   learned  in  u 
court*.  . 

C    H    A    P.        IX. 

ne  author  returns  to  Maldonada*     Balls  to  thr 
kingdom  of  Luggnagg.      The  author  confined*: 
He  is  fent  for  to  court.     The  manner  of  his  admit*- . 
tana.     The  King^s  great  lenity  to  hisfubjeQs. 

TH  E  day  of  our  departure  being  come,  t 
took  leave  6f  his  highnefs,  the  governor* 
#£*  Globdubdribb^ -and  returi^d  with  my  two> 
*^'*  B  b  3  companionsi 
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companions  ta  Maldonada,  where j  after  ■  a  loit* 
night's  ve^cing^  a  (hip  was  ready  to  fail  for  Lugg* 
Bagg.      The  two  gentlemeni  and  fome  othei% 
were  fo  generous  and  kind  as  to  (umiih  me  with 
provilions,  and  fee  me  on  board.     I  was  a  month 
en  this  voyage.:    We  had  one  viotent  fk>rm,  andf 
were  under  a  neceffiity  of  fteering  weftward  lo  git 
into  the  trade-wind,  which  holds  fi>r  above  fixty 
kagues.     Oa  the  21  ft  of  April  170^,  we  failed 
into  the  river  of  Clumegnig,  which  is  a  fea-port 
town  at  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  Luggnagg.      We 
eail  anchor  within*  a  league  of  the  town,  and 
madie  a  tignal  for  a  pilot.    Twaof  them  came  oa 
board  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  by  whom  we 
were  guided  between  certain  (hoals  and   rocksy 
which  are  very  dangerous  in  the  pafllage,  to  fr 
large  hafin,  where  a  fleet  may  ride  in  fafety  with- 
in a  cableV  length  of  the  town-waU. 

Some  of  our  failors,  whether  out  of  treachery 
or  inadvertence,  had  informed  the  pilots  that  t 
was  a  ftranger^  and  a. great  traveller^  whereof 
thefe  gave  notice  to  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  by 
whoiTi.  I  was  examined  veiy  ftriftly  upon  my  land« 
ing.  This  officer  fpoke  to  me  in  the  language  of 
BalnJbarbi,  which,  by  the  force  of  much  commercei 
T$  generally  underftood  in-  that  town,  clpecially 
by  feamcn,  and  thofe  eilnployed  in  the  cuiloms. 
Igave  him.  a  fliort  account  of  fome  particulars^ 
and  made  my  ftory  as  plaufible  and  conflRentas^ 
I  could ;  but  I  thought  it  neceflai7  to  di%uifa 
my  country,,  and  call  myfelf  an  Hollander,  be- 
caufe  my  intentions  were  for  Japan^  and  Ikpemt 
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llie  Dutch  were  the  avXj^  Europeans  periaftted! 
to  enter  into  that  khigdonu  I  therefore  toUt 
Aic  officer,  that  haymg  been  (hipwrecked  on  the 
eoaft  of  Balmbarbi,  and  ca&  on  a  rock,  I  wa» 
tpcelvcd  up  into  Laputa,  or  the  flyjng  ifland  (of 
which  he  had  often  heard)  and  was  now  endea* 
[fmring  to  get  to  Japan »  from  whence  I  might 
End  a  convenience  of  returning. to  mj  own  coun-» 
tiy*.  The  officer  faid,  I  muft  be  confined  till  he 
sould-  receive  orders  from  court^.  for  which  he 
would  write  immediateij,  and  hoped  to  receive 
aa  anfwer  in  a  foitnight.  I  was  carried  to  a  con-^ 
K^eat  lodging  with  a  centry  placed  at  the  door  ^ 
however')  I  had  the  liberty  of  a  large  garden,  and 
Wiis  treated  vrith  humanity  enough,  being  main- 
tained sdl  the  time  at  the  King's  charge^  I  was- 
invited  by  feveral  perfons,  chiefly  out  of  curio-* 
fity,  becaufe  it  was  repoited  that  1  came  fi  omr 
countries  very  remote,  o£  which  they  had  never 
heard'. 

I  hired  a  young  man,  who  came  in  the  fame 
Hup,  to  be  ah  interpreter;  he  was  a  native  o£ 
I<«^n3gg,  but  had  lived  fomeyears  at  Maldona* 
da,  and  was  a  perfect  mafter  of  both  languages*. 
By.  his  affiftance  I  was  able  to  hold  a  converfa-^ 
tkm  with  thofe  who:  came  to  vifit  me  \  but  thi» 
cdnfifted  oiriy  of  their  queftions  and-  my  anfwers* 

..The  difpatch  came  from  court  about  the  time 
we  expedted.  It  contained  a  warrant  for  con* 
du£ting  tne  and  my  retinue  to  Traldragdub,  or 
Trildrogdrib,  for  it  is  pronounced  both  waysj 
aa  near*  aa  I  can  xemcmber^  by  a  party  of  ten 

:  •  .  .  horfc 
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Korfi:.  All  mj  retinue  was  that  poor  lad  for  s» 
iaterprcter,  whom  I  perfuaded  idco  017  fiarvken 
and  at  mj  humble  requeft  wc  had  each  of  lUH 
mule  to  ride  on.  A  meflenger  was  difpatched 
half  a  day's  journey  before  us  to  give  the  Kii^ 
notice  of  my  approach,  and  to  defice  that  hb 
Majefty  would  pleafe  to  appoint  a  day  andhowv  tf 
when  it  would  be  his  gracious  pleaiure  that  I 
might  have  the  honour  to  lick  tbt  dujt  hefarehi 
fioUjhoL  1  his  is  the  court  ftyle,  and  I  found  it  l^ 
to  be  more  than  matter  of  fonn^  For,  upon  my  L- 
admittance,  two  days  after  my  arrival,  I  was  com-  ^ 
manded  to  crawl  upon  my  belly,  and  lick  the 
floor  as  I  advanced  ;  but,  on  account  of  my  be*  ^ 
ing  a  ftranger,  care  was  taken  to  have  it  made  for 
clean,  that  the  duil  was  not  ofienfive.  However,, 
this  was  a  peculiar  grace,  not  allowed  to  any  but 
per(bns  of  the  higheft  rank,  when  they  defire  an 
ad^nittance.  Nay,  fometinies  the  floor  is  ftrewed 
with  duft  on  purpofe,  when  the  perfon  to  be  ad- 
mitted happens  to  have  powerful  enemies  at 
court.  And  I  have  feen  a  great  lord  with  bkP 
mouth  ^o  crammed,  that,  when  he  had  crept  to< 
the  proper  diftance  from  the  throne,  he  was  noe 
able  to  fpeak  a  word.  Neither  is  there  any  re- 
9^dy  \  becauie  it  is  capital  for  thofe  who  re-^ 
ceive  an  audience,  to  fpit  or  wipe  their  months  iiv 
his  Maje%'s  prefence.  There  is  indeed  another 
cuftom  wliich  I  cannot  altogether  approve  of  r 
When  the  King  had  a  miod  to  put  any  of  his  no<^ 
bles  to  death  in  a  gentle,  indulgent  manner^  he' 
commands  thcfloor  to  be  flaxwed  with  a xxrtain; 

browii 
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Drown  powder  of  a  deadly  compofitioiiy  which 
king  licked  up,  infallibly  kiUs  him  in  twenty* 
fcur  hours,  fiut  in  juilice  to  this  prince's  great 
deniency,  and  the  care  he  hath  of  his  fubje^ls 
it»€S  (wherein  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed  that 
ibe  monarchs  of  Europe  would  imitate  him)  it 
9mft  be  mentioned  for  his  honour,  that  ftriA  or» 
ier»  are  given  to  have  the  infected  parts  of  the 
Ibor  well  waihed  after  every  fuch  execution; 
irhich  if  his  domeftics  neglect,  they  are  in  danger 
rf  incurring  his  royal  difj^eafure.  ^  I  myfclf  heard 
him  give  directions  that  one  of  his  pages  fhould 
lyr  whipt,  whoife  turn  it  was  to  give  notice  about 
wafliing  the  floor  after  an  execution,  but  mali- 
dbuily  had  omitted  it ;  by  which  neglef):  a  young 
k>rdy  of  great  hopes,  coining  to  an  audience,  was 
unfortunately  poifoned,  although  the  King  at 
diat  time  had  no  defign  againft  his  life.  But  this 
good  prince  was  fo  gracious,^ as  to  forgive  the 
poor  page  his  whipping,  upon,  promife  that  he 
would  do  fo  no  more  without  fpecial  orders. 

To  return  from  this  digreflion  :  When  I  had 
crept  within  four  yards  of  the  throne,  I  raifed 
flayfeif  gently  upon  my  knees,  and  then  ftriking 
Bay  forehead  feven  times  againfl:  the  ground,  I 
pronounced  the  following  words,  as  they  had 
been  taught  me  the  night  before,  Ickpling  glof- 
tbrobb  fqut  ferumm  hlhiop  mlajhnalt  zwin  ttiodbaU 
luffh  Jlhiophad  gurdluhh  apU  This  is  the  com- 
pliment eftablifhcd  by  the  laws  of  the  land  for  all 
perlbns  admitted  to  the  King's  prefence.  It  may 
be  rendered  into  Englifli  thus  :  May  your  celeftial 

Maiefif 
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Majeftj  outlive  thi  fun  deven  moons  and  j  bm 
To  this  the  King  returned  foaie  anfver,  whk 
although  I  could  not  underfland,  yet  I  replied 
I  had  been  dire^bd  :  Flute  drim  yalerich  dvndJk 
praftrad  mirpujb^  which  properly  fignifies,  J 
tongue  is  in  the  mouth  of  my  friend ;  and  bjr  ti: 
cxpreffion  was  meant,  that  Idefired  leave  to  brb 
sny  interpreter ;  whereupon  the  young  man  t 
rcandj  mentioned  was  accordingly  introduced^  I 
whofe  intervention  I  anfwcred  as  many  queftidK 
as  his  Majefty  could  put  in  above  an  hour« 
fpoke  in  the  fialnibarbian  tongue,  and  my  intc 
preter  delivered  my  meaning  in  that  of  Lug 

.  The  Bjng  was  much  delighted  with  my  eoc 
pany,  and  ordered  his  Bliffinarklub,  or  hij 
chamberlain,  to  appoint  a  lodging  in  the  coh 
£>r  me  and  my  interpreter,  with  a  dsiily  alUr 
mnce  for  my  table,  and  a  large  purfe  of  gold  £ 
my  common  expences. 

I  ftaid  three  months  in  this  country  out  of  pc 
tc&  obedience  to  his  Majefty,  who  was  plead 
highly  to  favour  me,  and  made  me  very  honov 
able  offers.  But  I  thought  it  more  confiftei 
with  prudence  and  juftice  to  pafs  the  renuind 
of  my  days  with  my  wife  and  family. 


CHA] 
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CHAP-        X. 

iMSgaag^ms^  cpmrnetidsd,     jtpartifmlar  Jfk 

ription  ^/'/ifr^Struldbrugs,  with  many  converfam 
ms  between  the  author  andfinu  eminent  perjoni 
\on  thatfuhjeS* 


r^  H  E  Luggnug^DS  are  a  polite  and  genc«« 
^  Fous  peo^e  f  and  although  the j  are  aoC 
otit  ibme  fiiare  of  that  pride,  which  is  pecu^ 
to  all  eajtern  countries,  yet  xS^tj  fhew  them- 
» courteous  to  ftrangers,  efpecially  fuch  who 
««Hitenaaeed  by  the  court.  I  had  many  ao* 
nt^mces '  among  peHbns  of  the  beft  £ifhion  $ 
being  always  attended  by  my  interpreterj  the 
rerfation  we  had  was  not  difagreeable. 
QC  day,  io  much  good  company,  I  was  alked 
perfon  of  quality,  whether  I  had  feen  any 
teir  Struldl»*ug9  or  hnmortals.  I  faid,  I  had 
anddefired  he  would  explain  to  me,  what 
icant  by  fuch  an  appellation  applied  to  a  mor- 
Tcature  *•     He  told  me^   that  fometimeSf 

though 

Ke  ddcription  of  tiie  Straldbnigs  is  an  infhndtve  piece  of 
Cjr.  For  if  we  confidcr  it  in  a  feriotis  light,  it  tends  to 
ife  US  to  our  final  diflblution.  Death,  when  fet  in  oosi- 
o- the  imnnortaltty  of  the  Stnildbnigs,  is  no  longer  the 
f  terrors  r  He  bfes  his  fring ;  be  appears  to  us  as  a  friend  ; 
!  chearfuiiy  obey  his  fummons,  becaufe  it  brings  certsitt 
to  the  greateft  miieries.  It  u  in  thb  deicription  that 
hincsia  a  paiticuUrnuoncr*.   Htpcobablf  fittiabUiH 

&\1 
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though  very  rarely,  a  chSJ  happened  to  be  bora 
in  a  family  with  a  red  circular  fpot  in  the  filc^ 
head,  diredtly  over  the  left  eye-brow,  which  >fas 
an  infallible  mark  that  it  fliould  never  die.  The 
ijpor,  as  he  deicribod  it^  was  about  the  compafi  of 
I  i 


feir  tYie  effect  of  tpproaching  age,  mnd  tadtlf  dieaded  tbtt  ptf- 
riod  ot  life  in  which  he  might  become  a' reprdeotative  of  dtoA 
m/erakle  immortals*  His  apprcnfioos  weie  onfdftnnatcly  fidfl* 
led.  He  lived  to  be  the  moft  melancholy  iight  that  vis  ever 
behvld.  Yet,  even  |n  that  condition,  he  contnKwd  to  injStrA 
by  appearing  a  proftdeatiai  inftaoce  to  moctiff  the  vanity  vhkk 
is  loo  apt  to  ariic  hi  -the  baman  btcaft.  Onr  Kfe  cannot  b«  pra- 
oounced  happy,  tlU  the  lafV  fcene  is  dofed  with  caUe  and  icii|' 
nation  ;  the  mind  (Kll  continuing  to  prefenre  its  nfiial  £gnlty, 
and  billing  into  the  arms  of  death,  as  a  wearied  traveller  finlB 
into  reft.  Thh  is  that  euthaMaJU  which  Angnftus  often  dcfir* 
cd,  which  Antoifius^Pi.is  enjoyed,  and  for  which  every  wife  mil 
will  pray.     Orrery. 

Oulliver'a  acconnt  of .  the  Struldbmgs  Is  the  fineft  le^hire  tlul 
ever  was  conceived  bv  any  mortal  man,  to  reconcile  poor  totter* 
Ing  crcatncs  i^to  a  chearfiil  rclignation  of  this  wretched  life; 
and  perfcftly  agreeable  to  that  fcntimedt  of  the  iofpired  pri- 
phet,  Tht  days  of  oitr  Rfe  are  three fcwe  yean  and  ten  ;  sadikm^ 
men  he  fo  /^rong,  that  they  Rve  to  fourfcore  years  ;  yet  is  their Jfi 
then  hut  lahtur  andforrow,   Thofe  difpenfations  of  the  Almightf» 
which  are  frequently  the  concomitants  of  old  age,  Dr  Swift, 
throughout  his  Whole  life,  conftantly  apprehended,  from  ibme  pe- 
culiar infirmities  attending  his  habit  of  body,   would  iciae  upoa 
him  at  laft.    Thefe  Lord  Orrery,  without  any  fort  of  hefitation, 
roundly  aderts  to  he  the  avenging  judgments  of  God,   as  if  he 
had  been  let  into  the  fecret  by  ibme  particular  revebtion.     Bal^ 
inftcad  of  infuiting  the  afhes  of  (b  bright  a  genius  with  the  Infir* 
tnitics  of  his  Utter  days,  and  comparing  him  to  one  of  his  owa 
Struldbrues,  we  fbould  endeavour  to  inflame  ear  (omU^  by  catch- 
ing fire,  and  fpirit,  and  patrtotifm.  from  his  inimitable  writings; 
and  filently  confefs  the  ways  of  >God  to  be  iaicrutabk,   and  his 
jndgmcnU  paft  ^ding  oat«    Swift, 
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«  filver  three-pcnccy  but  in  the  coorie  of  time 
grew  larger,  and  changed  its  colour ;  for  at  twelve  ^ 
jears  old  it  became  green,  fo  continued  till  five 
and  twentjr,  then  turned  to  a  deep  blue  ;  at  five 
•nd  forty  it  grew  coal-black,  and  as  large  as  an 
Snglifib  Shilling ;  but  never  admitted  any  farther 
•Iteration.  He  faid,  thefe  births  were  fo  rare^ 
that  be  did  not  believe  there  could  be  above  elc- 
wn  hundred  Stioildbrugs  of  both  (exes  in  the 
whole  kingdom,  of  which  he  computed  about 
fifty  in  the  mea*opoiis,  and  among  the  reft  a 
young  girl,  born  about  three  years  ago :  That 
thcTe  productions  were  not  peculiar  to  any  fami-^ 
Ij,  but  a  mere  effeA  of  chance ;  and  the  chil* 
^ren  of  the  Struldbrugs  thcmfelves  were  equal* 
tf  mortal  with  the  reft  of  the  people. 

I  freely  own  myfelf  to  have  been  ftruck  with 
inezpreffible  delight  upon  hearing  this  accoimt : 
And  the  pcrfon  who  gave  it  me,  happening  to 
underftand  the  Balnibarbian  language,  which  I 
^pokc  very  well,  I  could  not  forbear  breaking 
cut  into  ezprefllons  perhaps  a  little  too  extrava^ 
gsint.  I  cried  out,  as  in  a  rapture,  Happy  na* 
tiofi,  where  every  child  hath  at  leaft  a  chance  for 
being  immortal !  Happy  people,  who  enjoy  fo 
many  living  examples  of  ancient  virtue,  and  have 
Aiafters  ready  to  inftiiift  them  in  the  wifdom  of 
all  former  ages  !  But,  happieft  -beyond  all  com- 
parifon  arc  thofe  excellent  Struldbrugs,  who  be- 
ing born  exempt  from  that  univerfal  calamity  of 
human  nature,  have  their  minds  free  and  difen- 
gaged,  without  the  weight  and.depreffion  of  fpi« 
Vol.  V.  C  c  \\v^ 
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rits  caufed  bj  the  continual  appreheniion  of  death. 
I  difcovered  my  admiration,  that  I  had  not  ol>* 
fcrved  any  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfons  at  court ; 
the  Mack  fpot  on  the  forehead  being  fo  remark- 
able a  diftin^on,  that  I  could  not  have  eafilf 
overlooked  it :  And  it  wa$  impoflible  that  his  Ma^ 
IcAjf  a  moft  judicious  prince,  fhould  not  provide 
himfelf  with  a  good  number  of  fuch  wife  and 
able  counfellors.  Yet  perhaps  the  virtue  of  thofe 
reverend  fages  was  too  ftrift  for  the  corrapt  and 
libertine  manners  of  a  court.  And  we  often  find 
by  experience,  that  young  men  are  too  opiniona* 
tive  and  volatile  to  be  guided  by  the  fober  dlElatct 
of  their  fcniors.  However,  fince  the  King -was 
pleafed  to  allow  me  accefs  to  his  royal  perfon,  I 
was  rcfolvcdj  upon  the  very  firft  occafion,  to  deli- 
ver my  opinion  to  him  in  thb  matter  freely  and  at 
large,  by  the  help  of  my  interpreter ;  and  whether 
he  would  pleaie  to  take  my  advice  or  no,  yet  in 
one  thing  I  was  determined,  that,  his  Majefty 
having  fieguently  offered  me  an  eftablifhrnent  in 
this  country,  1  would  with  great  thankfiilnefs  ac- 
cept the  favour,  and  pais  my  life  here  in  the  .eon- 
verfation  of  thofe  fuperior  beings,  tlie  StrukU 
brugs,  if  they  would  pleafe  to  admit  me^ 

The  gentleman  to  whom  I  addrefled  my  di£- 
courfe,  becaufe  (as  I  have  already  obferved)  he 
fpoke  the  language  of  Balnibarbi,  faid  to  me 
whh  a  fort  of  a  fmile,  which  ufually  arifeth  firona 
pity  to  the  ignorant,  that  he  was  glad  of  any  oc- 
caHon  to  keep  me  among  them,  and  defired  my 
permx£oa  to  explain  to  the  company  what   I 

hU 
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&ad  fpoke.  He  did  fo,  and  they  talked  together 
for  feme  time  in  their  own  language,  whereof 
I  underftood  not  a  fyllable  ;  neither  could  I  ob- 
fcrve,  by  their  countenances,  what  impreffion  my 
difcourfe  had  made  on  them.  After  a  fhort 
filence,  the  fame  perfon  told  me,  that  his  friends 
ind  mine  (fo  he  thought  fit  to  exprefs  himfelf) 
were  very  much  pleafed  with  the  judicious  rc- 
maiics  I  had  made  on  the  great  happinefs  and 
advantages  of  immortal  life  5  and  they  were  de- 
firous  to  know  in  a  particular  manner,  what 
icheme  of  living  1  fhould  have  formed  to  myfelf 
if  it  had  fallea  ta  my  lot  to  have  been  born  a 
Stn^dbrug^ 

I  aafwered,  it  was  eafy  to  be  eloquent  on  fo 
copious  and  delightful  a  AibjeA,  efpecially  to 
me,  who  had  been  often  apt  to  amufe  myfelf  with 
vijQons  of  what  I  fhould  do,  if  I  were  a  king,  a 
genecal»  oir  a  great  lord ;  and  upon  this  very 
cafe,  1  frequently  run<  over  the  whole  fyftem 
how  I  fhould  employ  myfelf,  and  pafs.  the  time, 
if  I  were  fure  to  live  for  ever^ 

That^  if  it  had  been  my  good  forti^ie  to  come 
into  the  woi'ld  a  Struldbrug,  as  foon  as  I  could 
dUcover  my  own  happinefs,  by  underflanding  the 
di&rence  between  life  and  death,  I  would  firfl 
cefolve  by  all  arts  and  methods  whatfoever,  to 
procure  myielf  riches^.  In  the  purfuit  of  which, 
by  thrift  and  management,.  I  might  reafonably 
expert  in  about  two  hundred  years  to  be  the 
wealthiefl  man  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  fecond 
place,  I  would  from  my  earlieft  youth  apply  my- 
C  c  a  fe\£ 
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fc\(  to  the  ftudy  of  arts  and  fciences,  bj  which  I 
fhoulil  arrive  in  time  to  excel  all  others  in  leara* 
ing.  Ldikly,  I  would  carefully  record  every  acti* 
on  and  event  of  confequence  that  happened  in 
the  public,  impartially  draw  the  chara^ers  of 
the  feveral  fucceffions  of  princes  and  great  mi- 
niAers  of  ftate^  with  my  own  obfervatipns  oa 
every  point.  I  would  exactly  fet  down  the  ieve* 
ral  changes  m  cufloms,  language,  fafliions  of 
drcfsy  diet  and  diverfions.  By  all  which  acquire* 
ments  I  ihould  be  a  living  treafury  of  knowledgfi^ 
and  wifdom,  and  certainly  become  the  orackof 
tlie  nation. 

I  would  never  marry  after  threefcore,  bnt  lite 
in  an  hofpitable  manner,  yet  ftiU  on  the  iaving 
fide.  I  would  entertain  myfelf  lix  forming  and 
directing  the  minds  of  hopeful  young  men>  bf 
convincing  them  from  my  own  remembrance^ 
experience,  and  obfervation,  fortified  by  Dume» 
rous  examples »  of  the  ufefiilnefi  of  virtue  in 
public  and  private  life.  But  my  choice  and  con« 
ftant  companions  fhould  be  a  iett  of  my  own 
immortal  brotherhood,  among  whom  I  would 
ele6t  a  dozen  from  the  moft  ancient  down  to  my 
own  contemporaries.  Where, any  of  thefc  want<^ 
ed  fortunes,  I  would  provide  them  with  convc* 
nient  lodges  round  my  own  eflace,  and  have 
fome  of  them  always  at  my  table,  only  mingling 
a  few  of  the  mod  valuable  among  you  mortals, 
whom  length  of  time  would  harden  toe  to  lofe 
With  little  or  no  reluctance,  and  treat  your  po* 
fterity  after  the.  fame  manner ;  juft  as  a  man 

divcru 
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diverts  himfelf  with  the  annual  fucceffion  of  pinks 
and  tulips  in  his  garden,  without  regretting  the 
loTe  of  thofe  which  withered  the  preceding  year. 

Thefe  Struldbrugs  and  I  would  mutually 
fommunicate  our  obfervations  and  memorials 
through  the  courfe .  of  time  ^  remark,  the  feveral 
gradations  by  which  coiTuption  ideals  into  the 
world,  and  oppofe  it  in  every  flep,  by  giving 
perpetual  warning  and  inftru£Uon  to  mankii^d  i 
which,  added  to  the  ftrong  influence  of  our  own 
example^  would  probably  prevent  that  contioual 
degeneracy  of  human  nature  fojultly  complained 
of  in  ail  ages. 

.  Add  to  all  this  the  pleafure  of  feeing;  the  vari- 
ous revolutions  of  flates  and  empires  ^  the. changes 
ia  the  lower  and  upper  worlds  ancient  cities  in 
ruins,  and  obfcure  villages  become  tlie  feats  of 
king$  y  famous  rivers  leiTening  into-  Ihallow 
brooks  \.  the .  ocean  leaving  one  coaft  dry,  and 
overwhelming  another  \  the  difcovery  of  many 
countries  yet  unknown}  barbarity  over-running 
the  politeft  nations,  and  themoftbarbarousbecome 
civilized.  I  fliould  then  fee  the  difcovery  of  the 
hngitudey  the  perpetual  motion  ^  the  univerfal  me-^ 
dicinf,  and  m^ny  other  great  inventions  brought 
to  the  utmoft  perfection.- 

What  wonderful  difcoveries  fhould  we  make 
ia  aftronomy,  by  out^living  and  confirming. our 
own  predictions,  by  obferving  the  progrefs  and 
returns  of  comets,  with  the  changes  of  motion  ia 
Kbe  fun^  moon^  and  ftars. 

Cc3  1 
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I  enlarged  upon  many  other  topics^  whicli 
the  natural  defire  of  endlefs  life  and  fubluxnrj 
happinefs  could  CdCilj  furnifb  me  with.  When. 
I  had  ended,  and  the  fum  of  my  difcourfe  had 
been  interpreted,  as  before,  to  the  reft  of  tht 
company,  there  was  a  good  deed  of  talk:  among 
them  in  the  language  of  the  country,  not  with* 
out  (bme  laughter  at  my  expence.  At  kft  the 
fame  gentleman,  w^o  had  been  my  interp^cr^ 
faid  he  was  dcfired  by  the  reft  to  fct  me 
right  in  a  few  miftakes,  which  I  had  faUea  intc^ 
through  the  common  imbecillity  of  human  nature,, 
and  upon  that  allowance  was  lefs  anfwerable  iot 
them.  That  this  breed  of  Struldbrug*  was  pe- 
cidiar  to  their  country  ;  for  there  were  no  fuch 
people  either  in  Babibarbi  or  Japan,  where  hd 
had  the  honour  to  be  ambaflador  from  hb  Maje* 
fty,  and  found  the  natives  in  both  thofe  kingdoms- 
very  hard  to  believe  that  the  faft  was  pofiBUe ;. 
and  it  appeared  fi-om  my  aftonifbment,  when  he 
firft  mentioned  the  matter  to  me,  that  I  received 
it  as  a  thing  wholly  new,  and  fcarcely  to  be  cre- 
dited. That  in  the  two  kingdoms  abave  men- 
tioned, where  during  his  refidence  he  had  con- 
verfcd  very  much,  he  ob(crved  long  life  to  be  the 
univerfal  defire  and  wifli  of  mankind*  That 
whoever  had  one  foot  in  the  grave,  was  fure  to 
hold  back  the  other  as  ftrongly  as  he  could. 
That  the  oldeft  had  ftill  hopes  of  living  one  day 
longer,  and  looked  on  deadi  as  the  greateft  evil^ 
from  which  nature  always  prompted  him  to  re- 
treat \  only  m  this  ifland  of  Luggnagg,  the  ap- 
petite 


Ibr  livxng  was  aot  fo  eager>  firom  the  con^ 
example  of  the  Struldbrugs  before  their 

It  the  ijftem.  of  living  cootrived  by  me  wa» 
Tollable  and  unjuft  'y  becaufe  it  fuppofed  a 
uity  of  youth,  health,  and  irigoitr,  which 
m  could  be  fo  fooliih  to  hope^  howeyer 
agant  he  may  be  in  his^wiihes  *»  That  thi 
aa  therefore  wsts   not,    whether    s  maa 

chufe  to  be  always  in  the  prime  of  youth^ 
ed  with  profperity  and  heakh ;.  bat  how 
uid  pafa  a  perpetual  life  under  all  the  ufual 
antages  which  old  age  brings  along  with, 
or  although  few  men  will  avow  their  de^^ 
f  being  immortal  upon  ibch  hard  condi^ 
yet  in  the  two  kingdoms  before  mentioned^, 
tnibarlM  and  Japa%  heobferved  that  everjr 
lefired  to  put  c^  death  for  fome  time  long^ 
t  it  approach  ever  fo  late^  and  he  rarely 

of  any  man  who  died  willitigly,  exc^ 
ere  excited  by  the  extremity  of  grief  or 
•e.  And  he  appealed  to  me,  whether  in 
countries  I  had  travelled,  as  well  as   m; 

own^ 

thb  it  may  pofljbly  be  objeded.  That  the  perpetuity  (d 
[icakh,  and  vigoar,  woald^  lefs  a  ptodigy,  than  the  pe»- 

«f  Ufe  ra  a  body  fubjiea  to  (radaal  decay,  and  might 
«  b«  hop«d  wfthottt  grcatser  extravagance  oi  £oily.  But 
incnt  here  citpreflcd,  Is  that  of  a  being  to  whom  irn* 
ty,  though  not  perpetual  yoath,  was  faimiiar ;  and  ifl 
he  wiA  of  perp€*«al  youth  only  would  have  been  cxtra^- 

becaafe  th*t  ofrfy  appeared  ffom  faAi  t^  be  smpoffibW 


il 
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own,  I  had  not  obferved  the  fame  general  dUfpo^ . . 
fitbn  ♦. 

After  this  prerace,  he  gave  me  a  particular  ac- ,. 
count  of  the  StruldbrugS'  among  them-.  He  faid^  „ 
they  commonly  afbed  like  mortab,  till  about  ;, 
thirty  years,  old,  after  which  .by  degrees  thcj 
grew  melancholy  and  dejected)  ..increafing  in 
both  till  they  came  to  fourfcore.  This  he  learn* 
ed  from  their  owir  confeffion ;  for  otherwifei 
there  not  being  above  two  or  three' of  that  fpecies 
born  in  an  age,,  they  were  toa  few  to  form  a  ge« 
neral  obfcrvadon  by.  When  they  came tofour- 
icore  years,  which  is  reckoned  the  extremity  of 
living  in  this  country,  they  had  not  only  all  the 
follies  and  infirmities  of  other  old-  men,,  but  many 
more,  which  aroie  from  the  dreadful  profpcA 
of  never  dying.  They  were  not  only  opiniona- 
tive,  peevifh,  covetous,  morafe,  vain,  talkative ; 
but  incapable  of  friendfhip, .  and  dead  to  all 
natural  a&dtion*,  which  never  defcended  below 

their 

•  If  it  be  faid.  That  although  the  folly  of  de/iring  life  to  be 
prolonged  under  the'difadrantkgcs  of  old  age,  is  here  finely  ev* 
foCed'i  yet  the  defire  of  terredrial  immortality  upon  terms,  oB 
which  alone,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  poilible,  an  ezerop' 
tion  from  difealb,  accident,  and  decay, .  is  Ucitly  allowed :  It 
jnay  he  anfweced.  That  as  we  groMr  old  by  imperceptible  degrees^ 
fo  for  the  moft  part  we  grow  old  without  repining,  and  every 
man  is  ready  to  profefs  htmfelf  willing  to  die,  wheft  be  ibali  be 
overtaken  by  the  decrepitude  of  age  in  Ibme  future  period ;  yet 
when  every  other  eye  iees  that  this  period  is  arrived,  be  is  Aill 
tenacious  of  life,  and  murmurs  at  the  condition  upon  which  he 
received  his  cxiflence»  To  reconcile  old  age  tberefoiv  to  the 
ihoughts  of  a  difIblution„  appears  to  be  all  that  was  oceeflary  ia 
s  moral  writer  lor  praOiGal  purpolb.    Hawkefi. 
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*ir  grandchildren.  Envy  and  impotent  dfr* 
?s  arc  their  prevailing  pafBons.  But  tholfS 
jafts,  againft  which  their  envy  fecms  princi^ 
1y  dircfled,  are  the  vices  of  the  younger  fort, 
i  the  deaths  of  the  old.  By  reflefting  on  the 
•mer,  they  fi.id  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  poffii 
Ity  of  pleafure  ;  and  whenever  they  fee  a  fune^ 
,  they  lament  and  repine  that  others  are  gtm^ 
ah  harbour  of  reft,  to  which  they  themfelves 
7er  can  hope  to  an'ive.  They  have  no  re* 
mbrance  of  any  thing,  but  what  they  learned 
1  obferved  in  their  youth  and  middle  agd> 
i  even  that  is  very  imperfeft:  And  for  thfc 
Lth  or  particulars  of  any  faft,  it  is  fafer  to  dct 
id  on  common  tradition,  than  upon  thcii*  beft 
rolleftions.  The  leaft  mifei^able  among  thecri 
jear  to  be  thofe  who  turn  to  dotage,  and  in*- 
:ly  lofe  their  memories  ;  theft  meet  with  morfc 
y  and  affiftance,  becaufe  they  want  many  bad 
aKties  which  abound  in  others, 
[fa  Struidbrug  happen  to  marry  one  of'hft 
n  kind,  the  marriage  is  diflbhcd  of  courfc 
the  courtefy  of  the  kingdom,  as  foon  as  the 
anger  of  the  two  comes  to  be  fourfcorc.  For 
:  law  thinks  it  is  a  reafonaWe  indulgence,  that 
>fc  who  arc  condemned  Tfrithcmt  any  fault  of 
if  own  to  a  perpetual  •  continuance  in  fhfc 
rid,  Ihould  nor  have  theil*  mifery  doubled 
theloadof  a  wife. 

As  foon  as  they  have  completed  the  term  of 
bity  years,  they  are  looked  on  as  dead  in  law  5, 
;ir  heirs  immediatciy  fuccecd  to  their  eftsiies^ 

onljt 
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only  a  fmall  pittance  is  referred  for  their  fiipporti 
and  the  poor  ones  are  maintained,  at  the  pubGc 
charge.     After  that  period,  they  are  held  incapa- 
ble of  any  employment  of  truft  or  profit ;  thcj 
cannot  purchafe  lands,  or  take  leafes  ;  neither  arc 
they  allowed  to  be  witnefTes  in  any  caufe,  either 
civil  or  criminal,  not  even  for  the  deciiioa  ot 
meers  and  bounds. 
.    At  ninety,  they  lofe  their  teeth  and  hair ;  thcjr 
have  at  that  age  no  diftindlion  of  tafte,.  but  eat 
and  drink  whatever  they  can  get,  without  reliihoc 
appetite.     The  difeafes  they  were  fubjeft  to  (till 
continue,  without  increafing  or  dinunifhing.     la 
talking,  they  forget  the  common  appellation  of 
things,  and  the  names,  of  perfons,  even  of  thpfi 
who  are  their  nearefl  friends  and  relations.     For 
the  fame  reafon  they  never  can  amufe  themfelves 
with  reading,    becaufe  their  memory  will  not 
ferve  to  carry  them  from  the  beginning  of  a  fei> 
tence  to  the  end ;  and  by  this  dcfcSt  they  are 
deprived  of  the  only  entertainment,  whereof  thef 
might  otherwife  be  capable.  ■  ^, 

The  language  of  this  country  being  always,  up-^ 
on  the^ux,  the  Struldbrugs  of  one  2gc  do  not  unr 
derfland  thofe  of  another ;  neither  are  they  ablci^ 
after  two  hundred  yeai^  to  hold  any  converfadoa 
(farther  than  by  a  few  general  words)  with  their 
iieighbours,.th/e  o^ortals  v  and  thus  they  lie  under 
the  difadvantage  of  living  like  foreigners  in  their 
own  country. 

This  was  the  account  given*  me  of  the  Struld- 
brugSjt  as  near  as  I  caq.  remember.    I  afterwards 

iaw 
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Jaw  five  or  fix  of  different  ages,  the  youngeft  not 
above  two  hundred  years  old,  who  were  brought 
to  me  at  federal  times  by  fome  of  my  friends  ; 
but  although  they  were  told  that  I  was  a  great 
tiavdler,  and  had  feen  all  the  world,  they  had 
not  the'leaft  curiofity  to  afk  mc  a  quefVion  ;  only 
defired  I  would  give  xhtrnjlun^udq/ky  or  a  tdkttk 
of  remembrance ;  which  is  a  modcft  way  of  beg- 
ging, to  avoid  tlie  law  that  ftriftly  forbids  it,  bc- 
caufe  they  are  provided  for  by  the  public,  al- 
though mdeed  with  a  very  icanty  slllowance. 

They  are  defpifed  and  hated  by  all  forts  of 
people.  When  one  of  them  is  born,  it  is  reckon- 
ed ominous,'  and  their  birth  is  recorded  very  par- 
ficiilarly;  fo  that  you  may  Icnow  their  age  by 
conAilting  the  regifter  ;  which  however  hath  not 
been  kept  above  a  thoufand  years  paft,  or  at  leaft 
hath  been  deftroyed  by  time  or  public  difturban- 
€«•  But  the  ufual  way  of  computing  how  did 
fliey  are,  is  by  aiking  them  what  kings  or  great 
perfons  they  can  remember,  and  then  confulting 
Wftory  ;  for  infallibly  the  laft  prince  in  their 
mind  did  not  begin  his  reign  after  they  were  fbur- 
fcoi^  years  old. 

They  were  the  moft  mortifying  fight  I  ever  be- 
held; and  the  women  more  horrible  than  the 
men.  Befides  the  ufual  deformities  in  extreme 
old  age,  they  acquired  an  additional  ghafilinefs 
in  propprtion  to  their  number  of  years,  which  is 
not  to  be  defcribed;  and. among  half  a  dozen  I 
ifoon  diftinguiibed  which  was  the  eldeft^  altho* 

there 
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there  was  not  above  a  century  or  two  berweea 
them. 

The  reader  will  eafily  believe,  that  from  what 
I  had  heard  and  feen^  my  keen  appetite  for  per* 
petuity  of  life  was  nluch  abated.  I  grew  heartily 
shamed  of  the  pleafing  vifions  I  had  formed  i 
ai^d  thought  no  tyrant  could  invent  a  death,  into 
which  I  would  not  run  with  pleafure  from  fuch  a 
life.  The  King  heard  of  all  that  had  pafled  be- 
tween me  and  my  friends  upon  this  occafion^  and 
rallied  me  very  plea  fan  tly  i  wifliing  I  could  fesd 
a  couple  of  Struldbrugs  to  my  own  country,  to 
9rm  our  people  againft  the  fear  of  death  *  ;  but 
this  it  feems  is  forbidden  by  the  fundamental  lawi 
of  the  kingdom,  oi*  elfe  I  ihould  have  been  well 
content  whh  the  trouble  and  expence  of  trant 
porting  them. 

I  could  not  but  agree,  that  the  hws  of  the 
kingdom  relating  to  the  Struldbrugs  were  {bund- 
ed upon  the  flrongeft  reafons,  and  fuch  as  any 
other  country  would  be  under  the  necelEty  of 
enacting  in  the  like  circumftances.  Otherwife,  tf 
avarice  is  the  neceilary  coniequent  of  old  age, 
thofe  immortals  would  in  time  become  propri- 
etors of  the  whole  nation,  and  engrofs  rhe  civ3 
power  i  which,  for  want  of  abilities  to  managed 
muft  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  public. 

I  CHAR 

♦  Perhaps  5t  may  not  he  wholly  ufelcfi  to  remark^  that  the 
fight  of  a  Struldbrag  would  no  otherwife  am  thofe  againft  the     I 
fear  of  death,  who  have  no  hope  beyond  k,  than  a  mao  ij  arm* 
eel  againft  the  fear  of  breaking  his  limbs,  who  jumps  out  of  a    | 
window  when  his  houft  is  on  &c.    Hawkef, 
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CHAP.        XI- 

^%e  ttuihor  leaves  Luggnagg,  and  fails  to  Japan 
*  From  thence  he  returns  in  a  Dutch  JBip  to  Am- 
-    Aerdam,  and  from  Amfterdam  to  England. 


1  Thought  this  account  of  the  Struldbrugf 
might  be  fome  entertainment  to  the  reader^ 
becaufc  it  feems  to  he  a  little  out  of  the  common 
yrsij  \  at  leaft  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  ^« 
like  in  any  book  of  travels,  that  bath  con&e,  tQ 
jjjy  hands ;  And  if  I  am  deceived,  my  exC^fc 
xmift  be,  that  it  ii  neceSary  *  for  travellerSi  who 
defcribe  the  fame  country,  very  often  to  agree  in 
jiwelliog  on  the  fame  particulars,  without  defervfi 
lag  the  cenfure  of  having  borrowed  or  tranfcrib* 
Mcd  from  thpfe  who  wrote  before,  theoi. 
-.  There  is  indeed  a  perpetual  coounerce  hetw^een 
this  kingdom  and  the  great  empire  of  Japan ;  and 
It  is  very  probable,  that  the  Japanefe  authors,  majr 
iiav<  giveQ  (bme  account  of  the  Struldbrugs ; '  but 
my  i^ay  in  Japan  was  fo  fhort,  and  I  was  fo  en« 
tu*0ly  a  ftranger  to  the  language,  that  I  was  not 
Vol.  v.:  Dd  quriificd' 

r 

*  The  word  necejjarj  is  here  lUcd  in  the  fanit  manner,  as  wliea 
f)y  the  idiom  of  our  language  it  means  corivenienty  though  it  is 
\o  ^  anderftood  in  its  proper  and  original  fignification.    <'  Tra* 

V  veliers  -who  deicriiie  the  £ub£  oomitry,  very  often  necegafUy 

V  a^ec  ui  4welti|ig  ot\the  jfasif  partici}lar9,  a.i^d  Uit^cfoVe  ^-^ 

V  dtjerve  the  cenfure  of  having  borrowed/*  iru    ilavjkef 
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qualified  to  make  any  enquiries.  But  I  hope  the 
Dutch,  upon  this  notice,  will  be  curious  and  able 
enough  to  fupply  my  defeds. 

His  Majefty  having  often  prefled  me  to  accept 
tome  employment  in  his  court,  and  finding  mc 
abfolutely  determined  to  return  to  my  native 
country,  was  pleaied  to  give  me  his  licence  tode- 
part|  and  honoured  me  with  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation under  his  own  hand  to  the  Emperor 
of  Japan.  He  likewife  prefented  me  with  four 
hundred  forty-four  large  pieces  of  gold  (this  na- 
tion delighting  in  even  numbers)  and  a  red  dia- 
mond, which  I  fold  in  England  for  eleven  hun* 
lired  pounds. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May  1709,  I  took  a  (b* 
lemn  leave  of  his  Majefly  and  all  my  fiiends. 
This  prince  was  fo  gracious,  as  to  order  a  guard 
to  conduct  me  to  Glanguenftald,  which  is  a  royal 
port  to  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland.  }fn  fix 
days  I  found  a  veflel  ready  to  carry  me  to  jpaptof 
and  fpent  fifteen  days  in  the  voyage.  We  landed  at 
a  fmall  port<4own  called  Xamofchi,  fituated  on  the 
Jimtb^afi  part  of  Japan ;  the  town  lies  on  the 
weflern  point,  where  there  is  a  narrow  Arait  lead- 
ing northward  into  a  long  arm  of  the  fea,  vpon 
the  mKtl>^mefi  part  of  which  Tedo  the  metisc^xv 
^  lis  ftands.  At  landing  I  ihewed  the  cuftom-beufe 
't>fficers  my  letter  from  the  Kling  of  Luggns^g,  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty.  They  knew  the  feal  per- 
feftly  well ;  it  was  as  broad  as  the  palm  of  my 
hand.  The  imprefiion.was  A  Ung  /iftifig  up  # 
iami  beggar  from  the  earth.    The  magiftrates  of 

the 
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>WD>  hearing,  of  my  letter,  received  me  as  a 
c  miiiifler  \  they  provided  me  with  carriages 
fei-vants^  and  bore  my  charges  to  Tedo^ 
e  I  was  admitted  to  an  audience,  and  deli- 
I  my  letter,  which  was  opened  with  great 
lony,  and  explained  to  the  Emperor  by  aa 
preter  ;  who  then  gave  me  notice^  by  his 
fty's  order,  that  I  ihould  fignify  my  requeft  ^ 
nrhatever  it  were,  it  fhould  bd  granted  for  the 
of  his  royal  brother  of  Luggnagg*  This  in- 
eter  was  a  perfon  employed  to  tranfaft  af- 
with  the  Hollanders ;  he  iboa  conjedured 
y  countenance,  that  1  was  aa  Evropeaa,  and 
fore  repeated  his  Majefty's  'commands  in 
Dutch,  which  he  fpoke  per&dly  welU  I 
sred  (as  I, had  before  determined)  that  I  was 
tch  merchant  fhipwrecked  in  a  very  remote 
try,  from  whence  I  had  travelled  by  fea  and 
to  Luggnagg,  and  then  took  flkippbg  for 
1,  where  I  knew  my  .countrymen  often  trad- 
nd  with  fome  of  thefe  1  hoped  to  get  an  op- 
Nuty  of  returaiag  into  Europe  \  I  therefore 
humbly  entreated  his  royal  £»vour»  to  give 
r  that  I  (hould  be  conduced  in  fafety  to 
rafac  :  To  this  I  added  ano^r  pctitioD^  that, 
le  fake  of  my  patron  the  Kitfg  of  liuggna^^. 
lajefty  virould  conderceD4  to  excuie  my  prr^Jk 
ing  the  ceremony  imppfed  on  my  couotry«y 
of  iramphng  upon  the  crtuifix  ;  becaufe  I  had 
thrown  into  his  kingdom  by  my  misfbr- 
(^  without  ^aoy  intentipn  of  trading.  Wbqn 
D  d  2  this 
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this  latter  petition  was  interpreted  to  the  Empe- 
ror, he  fccmcd  a  little  furprifcd ;    and  faid,  he 
believed  I  was  the  firft  of  my  conntrymcn,  who 
evicr  made  any  fcmple  in  this  point ;  and  that  he 
began  to  doubt,  whether  I  was  a  real  Hollander,, 
or  no;  but  rather  fufpetfted  1  muft  be  a  Chriftian. 
However,    for  the  reafons  I  had  offered,   but 
chiefly  to  gratify  the  King  of  Luggnagg  by  an 
OneommoA  mark  of  his  lavour,  he  would  cotn^ 
ply  with  the  Jingularity  of  my  humour  j  but  the 
aS&ir  muil  be  managed  with  dexterity,  and  hit 
officers  (faouli  be  commanded  to  let  me  pafs  as  if 
^tcre  by  fbrgetfulnefs.     For  he  aflured  me,  tha(> 
if  t lie  fecret  (bould' be  difcovered  by  my  country* 
ifaenthc  Dutch,  they  wpuld  exit  xS^f  throat  in  the 
vopge.     I  neturned  my  thanks  by  the  interpret 
ter  for  fo  unufual  a  favour  \  and  fome  troops  be* 
ibg  at  that  time  on  their  march  to  Nangafac,  th(? 
commanding  officer  had  orders  to  convey  me  fafi^ 
thither^  with  particular  inftruftions  abo>at'the  ht% 
finefs  of  the  f  rfcr^wl ' 

On  thfc  9th  day  of  Jtme  i')6jy,  I  arriyed  at 
Naogafac,  after  a  very  long  and  troublefome  jour- 
iiey.     1  foon  fell  into  company  of  fome  Dutch 
fidlors  bete>ngiHg  to  the  AtnboynA  of  Amfterdam, 
a  ftout  (hip  of  450  tuns(. '  I  had  livietl  long  In 
Jfei6Uaud,  purfuifij^  my  ftudies^  ^t  I^y deny  and' f 
^pbjcb  Dutch  well.    The  feariien  ibdn  khew  fctnA 
whence  I  came  laft  5  they  ^fr-erc  curious  to  etiquirfc 
into  my  voyages,  and  courfc  of  lift.'    I  made  up 
a  ftorf  as  Ihwt  and  probable  ai  I  cOOld,  but  con- 
cealed 
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ccaled  tke  grcatcft  part.  I  knew  many  perrons 
m  Holland  i  1  was  able  to  ixvv^nt  names  for  m]f 
parents^  whom  I  pcetended  to  be  obfcure  people 
m  the  province  of  .Gelderland.  I  would  have 
given  the  captain  (one  Theodorus  Vs^igcuit)  what 
he  pleafed  to  aik  f or  n» j  voyage  to^  Holland ;  but 
underftanding  I  was  &  furgeon^  he  was  contented 
to  take  half  the  ufual  rate,  on  condition  that  I 
would  fervc  him  in  the  way  of  my  calling-  Be- 
fore we  took  (hipping,  I  was  often  aiked.  by  fome 
of  the  crew,  whether  I  had  performed  the  cere- 
mony above  mentioned  ?  I  evaded  the  queftioi^ 
bj  general  anfwers,  that  I  had  fatisfied  the  Empe- 
ror and  court  in  all  particulars.  However  a  ma- 
licious rogue  of  a  fkipper  went  to  an^officer,  and, 
pointing  to  me,  told  him,,  I  had  nosyet  trampled 
en  the  crucifix  :  But  the  other,  who  had  received 
infti*u£tions  to  let  me  piifs,  gave  the  rafcal 
twenty  ftrokes  on  the  fhoulders  with  a  bamboo  ; 
after  which  I  was  na  mope  troubled  with  iuck 
queftions. 

Nothing  happened  worth  mentioning  in  this 
voyage.  We  failed  with  a  feir  wind  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  where  we  ftaid  only  to  take  ia 
frefh  water.  On  the  i  odi  of  April  1 7 1  o,.  wc  ar-^ 
rived  lafe  at  Amfterdam,  having  loflr  only  threa 
men  by  ficknefs  in  the  voyage,  and  a  fourth  whf» 
fell  from  the  fore-maft  into  the  fea,  not  for  from* 
the  coaft  of  Guinea.  From  Amfterdani  I  fooa 
after  fet  fail  for  England^  in  a  fmall  veiTel  belong- 
ing^ to  that  city. 

D  d  3  0» 


3it        GULLIVER'S  lHAVfiLft.     Pkrt Ut 

On  the  itJch  of  April,  vre  put  ib  at  tht  Downs. 
I  landed  iicxt  morning,  and  ftw  once  rtore  my 
native  cxnintry,  after*  an  abrehce  of  fite  years  ftnd 
fix  months  complete.  I  went  ftraight  to  Redri£F> 
where  I  arrited  the  fame  day  at  two  in  the  aftcr- 
tiobn,  Utid  found  siy  wife  atMl  lunily  in  go^ 
health. 
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PART       IV. 

\.    VOTAGE   lio  the    C  O  U  N  T  K  T   of  i&e 
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CHAP.        I. 


1  Tiemmof  JeU  out  as  captaitf  ^f^fiif.  ITummL 
xd^ire  againfl  bim^  confint  hitn  a  kkg  timi^^ti  hki^ 
cMitif^^Sfi  him  on  fiore  in  afi  H^nknown^'lant^ 
jHt  travels  t^  into  the  country^    7i6#  Yabobs^  i 

'  grange  fort  (f  animal^defcrihed.  TieatMor  meets 
ifvo  Houyhnhnxns*  t 


I  whigi 


T  Continued  at  home  with  my  wife  and  chi^ 
JL  dren  about  five  months  in  a  very  happy  con^ 
dition^  if  I  could  have  learned  the  leflbn  of  knowi* 

T       ■  14 

j 

I  *  IlD  this  laft  pan  of  his  fanagidsiy  travels,  Swift  has  i 
^fed  a  mifiuithMpx  that  Is  intdlerabk*  The  reprefeotation  \ 
Ib  has  given  ns  of  human  nature,  muCk  terrify,  and  eveti  df» 
m(h  the  mind  of  the  rradcr  who  views  it.  His  iallics  of  wit  «i^ 
MotBour  lofe  all  their  force,  nothing  remaining  but  a  melancholia 
«1  diftgreeabte  imprefEon  :  We  are  di/gnded,  not  entertaine4  ; 
.^eire  jIuKked,  not  inlhiided  by  the  fable,  i  ihould  therefore 
drafe  to  take  no  notice  of  His  Vauoos,  did  T  not  think  it  ne- 
ccflary  to  aHert  the  vindication  of  human  nature,  and  thereby, 
w  £6mt  ipcafurei  t9  pay  iny  duty  to  the  great  aothor  of  osr 

fpccies^ 
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ing  when  I  was  welL  I  left  mj  poor  wife  big 
with  child,  and  acc^ted  an  advantageous  ofe 
made  me  to  be  captain  of  the  Adventure,  a  ftont 

merchaaft- 

fperies,  who  has  created  as-  in  a  fay  feirfuly  and  a  vcrj  wonder^ 
liil  manner. 

We  are  compoicd  of  a  mind,  and  of  a  body,  iotimately  nafe- 
cd,  and  mutually  affediog  each  other.  Tlidr  opemtioos  indnd 
are  entirel;,  different.  Whether  the  immortal  Ipirxt,  that  cnfi^ 
▼ens  this  fine  machine,  is  originally-  of  afuperior  natmre  in  «iri* 
eus  bodies,  (which,  I  own,  icems  moft  confident,  and  agiteahk 
to  the  fcale  and  order  of  beings)  or  whethar  the  ^fierence  de^ 
pends  on  a  Symmetry,  or  peculiar  ftrudture  of  the  organs  coi^ 
llined  with  it,  b  beyond  ay  reach  to  detennioe.  ft  is  «ridcot]l^ 
certain,  that  the  body  is  curioufly  formed  with  proper  orgai|siD 
delight,  and  fuch  as  are  adapted  to  all  the  neoeflary  uics  of  lifer 
*thc  fpirit  animates  the  whole;  it  guides  the  natwal  appctitis, 
and  confines  them  within  jufl  Uraits.  But  the  natural  force  of 
this  Ipirit  if  often  immerfed  in  matter ;  and  the  mind  becoDCi 
fBb(er?ient  to  paflions,  which  it  ought  to  govern  and  dircd. 
Horace,  although  of  the  Epicurean  dodrine,  acknowledges  this 
truth,  where  he  iays,. 


Jttpie  affigit  humo  £vin£  fniieuSm  i 

It  is  no  left  evident,  that  this  immortal  fpirit  has  an  inde* 
jpendcnt  power  of  aAing,  and,  when  cultivated  in  a  proper  maap* 
Aer,  ftemingly  quits  the  corporeal  frame  within  which  it  is  im- 
priibned,  and  foars  into  higher  and  more  fpacious  regbns; 
vhere,  with  an  energy  which  I  had  almoftfaid  was  divine,  it 
tangcs  among  thofe  heavenly  bodies,  that,  in  this  lower  worid» 
'ire  icarce  vifible  to  our  eyes^  and  we  can' at  once  explain  the 
dUUnoe,  magnitude,  and  velocity  of  the  phinets,  and  can  fore- 
tell, even  to  a  degree  of  minutenefs^  the  pardcniar  time  when 
a  comet  will  return,  and  when- the  fun  will  be  eclipicd  in  tht 
next  century.  Theft  powerr  certainly  etinoe  tbc  d^piity  of  bv- 
man  nature,  and  the  Airprifing  efieAs*  of  the  famnaterial  Ipirit 
within  us  ;  which,  in  Co  confined  a  fbte,  can  thus  diftngage  it- 
lUf  from  the  fetters  of  matter.    It  it  from  this  pre-eminence  of 

the 
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merchant-man  of  350  tuns :  For  I  uDderftood 
navigation  well }  and  being  grown  wcai-y  of  a  fur«» 
gcon's  employment  at  fea>  which  however  I  could 

cxercifc 

lh«  ibfui  over  the  body,  that  we  are  enabled  to  view  the  cxaA 
order  and  cutious  variety  of  different  beings;  to  coofidcr  aod 
tfaltivate  the  natural  produ^honi  of  the  cartli ;  and  to  admire 
■Bd  imitate  the  wi(e  benevolence  which  reigns  tliroughoat  th« 
whole  fyftem  of  the  univerfe.  It  is  from  hence,  that  we  form 
Iftortl  laws  for  our  conduct,  from  hence  we  delight  in  copying 
thtt  great  original,  who  in  h\s  eflcnce  is  utterly  incomprehen* 
ibie,  but  in  his  influence  is  powerfully  apparent  to  every  degree 
Af  his  creatiofi.  From  hence  too  we  perceive  a  real  beauty  in 
flittie,  and  a  difKnOion  between  good  and  evil.  Virtue  aOi 
IHth  the  utmoft  generoftty,  and  wich  no  view  to  her  own  ad- 
^iBtage  ;  while  vice,  like  a  glutton,  feeds  herfelf  enormoufty, 
ikd  then  b  willing  to  difgorge  the  naafeous  offiils  of  her  fttfK 
$ttt  I  (hall  wander  too  far,  elp^dully  as  1  flatter  myfelf,  that 
yCrtir  mind  is  fo  good,  and  fo  unprejudiced,  that  you  will  mort 
iaHly  feel  than  I  can  illudratc  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions. 
*  Swift  deduces  his  obfcrvations  from  wrong  principles  :  For, 
il  hit  land  of  Houyhnhoons,  he  conliders  the  foul  and  body  in 
flldr-  moft  degenerate  and  uncultivated  (hte-,  the  former  as  1 
flave  to  the  appetites  of  the  latter.  He  feenis  infcnrible  of  the 
ASrprifing  mechanifm  and  beauty  of  every  part  of  the  human 
(Mapdfition.  He  forgets  the  fine  defcription  which  Ovid  give* 
df  mankind : 

Ot  bomtii /ulfHine  didii^  tvhmque  tntn 
Jujpty  ft  credos  ad  fidera  tellere  iwltus. 

In  painting  Taboos,  he  becomes  one  himfclf.  Nor  is  the  pic- 
ture. wK^ct  he  draws  of  the  Houyhnhnms,  inviting  or  an^ufing. 
It  wants  both  light  and  fhade  to  adorn  it.  It  is  cold  and  infipid* 
We  there  view  the  pure  inrtinfts  of  brutes,  unaflifted  by  any 
knowledge  of  letters,  afting  within  their  own  narrow  fphere, 
merely  for  their  immediate  prefcrvation.  They  are  incapable  oC 
doing  wrong,  therefore  they  aft  right.  It  is  furcly  a  very  low 
thqra^r  given  to  axatucesy  in  whom  the  author  would  in/iou* 

at« 
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ezercife  upon  occaiion,  I  took  a  ikilfiil  young 
man  of  that  calling,  one  Robert  Purcfoy,  into 
my  Ihip.     Wc  fct  lail  from  Portlinouth  upon  the 

7th 

tte  fome  degree  of  reafon,  that  they  aft  iooffenfivelf,  when  they 
have  neither  the  motive  nor  the  power  to  wOt  oiherwife,  -  That 
virtuous  qualities  are  ooly  negatives.     Switt  bini&lf*  amidll  all 
his  irony,  muft  have  confeffed,  that  to  moderate  our  paffiooH 
to  extend  oiir  muniBcence  to  others,  to  eniarge  our  undetftand- 
log,  and  to  raife  our  idea  of  the  Almighty  by  contemplating  Ui 
vorks,  is  not  only  the  bufincl's,  but  often  the  practice,  and  the 
Hudy  of  the  human  mind.     It  is  too  certun,  that  no  one  inditi- 
dnal  has  ever  poflclTcd  evciy  qualification  and  excellence.    How* 
e»er,  foch  an  alTemblage  of  different  ▼irtues  may  (till  be  coIkO* 
ed  from  different  peribos,  as  arc  fufficient  to  place  the  dignitf 
of  human  nature  in  an  amiable  and  exalted  ftation.     We  mnft 
lament  indeed  the  many  inftances  of  thofe  who  degcnetate  orgft 
aftray   from   the  end  and  intcnUoa  of  their  being:     The  trill 
iburce  of  this  depravity  is  often  owing  to  the  want  of  education^ 
to  ti;e  falTe  indulgence  of  parents,  or  to  fome  otlier  bad.  cauies^ 
which  are  conHantly  prevalent  in  erery  nation.     Many  of  theft 
errors   are  finely  ridiculed  ia  the  foregoing  parts  of  thii  lo* 
nance  :  But  the  voyage  to  the  Houyhohnms  is  a  real  infult  op^ 
OB  mankind. 

1  am  heartily  tired  of  this  lad  part  of  GaUiver*s  travels;  and 
am  glad,  that,  having  exhauded  all  my  obfcnrations  on  this 
difigreeablc  fubjeA,  I  may  finifl)  my  Utter ;  efpecially  as  tlie 
coodufion  of  it  naturally  turns  my  thoughts  from  Yahoos,  to 
one  of  the  deareft  pledges  I  have  npon  cacth.  yoorfclf,  ^c- 
Orrery^ 

Some  others,  befide  I,ord  Orrery,  have  thought  proper,  to 
cenfure  Gulliver's  voyage  to  the  Houyhnhnms.  But  whether 
indeed  thcur  animadverfions  proceeded  from  the  infirmity  of 
their  judgment,  or  from  Ibme  Taboo  depravity  in  their  own  na- 
ture. I  IhaU  not  vouchfafc  to  inquire ;  as  the  daUy  occnrrcnccft 
of  this  wretched  world  prove,  Uluftrate,  and  confirm  all  the 
ftircafms  of  the  Dorter.  Shall  we  praife  that  excelteot  rooralift, 
the  humorous  Hogarth,  for  expofing  midnight  revels,  debaudi- 
•nes,  and  a  tbovland  other  vices  and  foUics  of  human-kind,  in 

a 
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7th  day  of  September  17 10;  on  the  i^xh^  we 
net  with  Captain  Pocock  of  firiftol  at  Teneriff; 
who  was  going  to  the  bay  of  Campeachy  to  cut 

logwood. 

a  Ibies  of  hieroglfphicf ,  /btted  to  the  ifflproTemcnt  and  corrcC" 
6oB  of  the  wild,  the  fay,  the  frolic,  and  the  catraTagant  ?  And 
maXk  we  condemn  a  preacher  of  rifhteoofneft,  for  ezpofing,  un- 
Jor  the  chandler  of  a  naftf  onteacfaable  Tabeo^  the  defonnitf* 
ibc  blaekneft,  the  fiithinefs,  and  corruption  of  thofe  hellifli,  a« 
bominable  Tices,  which  inflame  the  wrath  of  God  againfl  the 
ddUffen  of  diibbedieBce ;  and  ikbje^l  them  without  repentance^ 
tkat  if,  without  a  thorough  change  of  life  and  practice,  to  ever* 
llAiog  perditioo  ?  Onght  a  preacher  of  righteonfiieft,  ought  a 
^latchmjui  of  the  Chri(Han  faith,  (who  is  accountable  for  hit  ta« 
lintf,  and  obUged  to  warn  the  uraoceat,  at  well  as  terrify  the 
rffhrd  and  the  profane),  to  hold  his  peace*  like  a  dumb  dof 
Iklit  caimot  bark,  when  avarice,  firand,  cheating,  violence,  ra^ 
line,  csitortion,  cruelty,  oppreiCon,  tyranny,  rancour,  enry, 
llicf,  detra£Hon,  hatred,  revenge,  murder,  whoredom,  adnl- 
IWf ,  laitivkHifbeis.  bribery,  corruption,  pimping,  lying,  perjury, 
Momation,  treachery,  ingratitude,  gaming,  flattery,  drunken- 
acfiv.gliittoiiy,  kunury,  vanity,  efleminacy,  cowardice,  pride,  im* 
llfcnff, 'bypocsiry,  bla$iheB>y«  idolatry,  ibdomy,  and  innume- 
flbk  other  vices,  ase  as  epidemical  as  the  pox,  and  many  of 
thcfB  the  notorious  charaAcriAics  of  the  bulk  of  human-kind  ? 
I  fRwld  aflc  theie  mighty  fofteoers,  thefe  kind  pretenders  to  b^ 
ftcvolcnoe,  thefe  hollow  charity-mongers,  what  is  their  real  opi- 
^on  of  that  eldferfiiUy  which,  like  a  roaring  lion,  traverfeth 
tho  globe,  Iceking'whom  he  may  deroor  ?  Was  he  not  created 
hf  the  Almighty,  pure,  faultlefs,  intelligent?  But  is  there  now, 
tiiroughoat  the  whole  fyftem  of  created  eaiftences,  any  beaft,  any 
Yddsf,  and  tyrant^  fo  vile,  fo  bafe,  Co  corrupted  ?  And  whence  o- 
«%inally  proceeded  the  change  ?  Was  it  not  from  the  abuTe  of 
that  freedom,  without  which  no  created  ittttirtgence  can  be  repnt« 
cd  fidthfoi,  wife,  brave,  or  virtnous  in  the  eyes  of  his  Creator  f 
Afldiiirely.  if  this  once  great,  once  glorious  fpirit,  hath  been 
jedoced.for  many  thoufands  of  ages,  for  aught  we  know  to  the 
.«xitniy«  below  a^l  the  fcveral  gradations  of  created  beings, 

whether 


\ 
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logwood.  On  the  i6th)  he  was  parted  from  m 
by  a  ftorin^  I  heard  fince  my  retam,  that  Ui 
ihip  foundered,  and  none  cfcaped  but  one  cab- 
fain-boy.  He  was  an  honeft  man,  and  a  good 
failor,  but  a  little  too  pofitive  in  his  own  opi- 
Bions,  which  was  the  caufe  of  his  deftruftlon,  as 
it  hjath  been  of  feveral  pthei-s.  Tor  if  he  had 
jbUowed  my  adyice»  he  might  have  been  fa£e  at 
I'  home 

whether  hitelligent,  mlmd,  or  infimfible ;  tnd  •mpofed  to  the 
tnj  of  that  avenging  though  taerciful  Ood,  who  is  the  fomtaia 
of  ail  m-ifiiom,  goodncfs,  and  virtue •;  are  we  not  to  conctode^ 
hf  an  euft  parity  of  rcafbn,  that  everf  moral  agent  u  equaUf 
Boooantable  to  Ood  for  that  degree  of  infeeMigeiBce  and  petUi> 
tion,  whieh  determine  the  natutc  of  his  eaiftenoe  ?  And  «poA 
this  Tery  princtpie,  which  cannot  be  denied  ^ithoot  nmning  'n& 
to  the  lift  of  abfqrdities,  and  which  in  UA  is  the  reaibning  o( 
6t  Peter  throughout  his  whok  %d  chapter  oif  his  id  cplftle,  that 
creature  man,  that  giorions  creature  man,  isdefervedly  oioit 
contemptible'  than  a  brute  beaft,  when  h^  Mes  in  the  face  of  hit 
Creator,  by  enlifting  under  tlie  banner  of  Che  enemy ;  and  pei^ 
^crts  that  reaion  which  was  defigned  to  ha^.  been  the  glory  ef 
bis  nature,  even  the  dire^Hng  fpirit  of  his  li£e  and  demeanour^ 
to  the  vileft,  the  mod  execrable,  the  moft  helRfh  purpoTcsL 
And  this  manifeiUy  appears  to  be  the  ground-wOrk  of  the  whole 
fatire  contained  in  the  voyage  to  the  Hooyhnhnms.  [Then  tht 
author  ialerts  feveral  paflages  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
Apocrypha,  which  he  fays  will  fully  juftify  all  the  farcafms  of 
the  DoAor.  But  theie  we  oinit,  as  impro^  id  a  poUticat  id^ 
nance.]  ** 

And  to  conclude  :  If  the  brutality  and  filth ineft  of  the  Mssi 
be  reprefentcd  by  the  fatiric genius  of  Dr  Swift,  in  coloors  the 
moft  fhoclcing  and  detcfhible,  as  they  certainly  are,  and  as  in 
faft  they  ought  to  hare  been,  the  piOure  is  the  more  (Ifiliiog, 
as  well  as  tl^e  more  terrible ;  and  upon  that  acconnt,  more  like* 
ly  to  iorforce  the  obligation  of  religion  and  lirtue  npon  tiie  (ball 
of  men.    Svfifi, 
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home  with  his  family  at  this  time,  as  wdl  as  mj« 

fclf. 

I  had  feveral  men  died  in  my  (hip  of  calentures^ 
ib  that  I  was  forced  to  get  recruits  out  of  Barba- 
jdoes  and  the  Leeward.  Iflands,  where  I  touched 
by  the  diredtion  of  the  merchants  who  employed 
ine ;  which  I  had  foon  too  much  caufe  to  repent ; 
for  I  found  afterwards,  that  nioft  of  them  had 
been  Bucaneers  *.     I  had  fifty  hands  on  boacrd  i 
and  my  orders  were,  that  I  ihould  trade  with  the 
Indians  in  the  South-Tea,  and  make  what  difco* 
series  I  could.    Thefe  rogues,  whom  I  had  pick- 
ted  up,  debauched  my  other  meq,  and  they  all 
ibroaed  a  confpiracy  to  feize  the  (hip,  and  fecure 
sne  ;  which  they  did  one  morning,  ru(hing  into 
«ny  cabbin,    and   binding  me  hand  and  foot, 
-threatening  to  throw  me  over-board  if  I  offered 
€o  ftii^.     I  teld  them,  I  was  their  prifoner,  and 
would  Aibmit.    This  they  made  me  fwear  to  do, 
and  then  they  unbound  me,'  only  faftening  one 
of  my  legs  with  a  chain  near  my  bed,  and  placed 
•a  centry  at  my  door  with  his   piece  charged, 
-vho  was  commanded  to  (hoot  me  dead  if  I  at- 
tempted my  liberty.   They  fcnt  me  down  viAuals 
and  drink,  and  took  the  government  of  the  (hip 
•to  themfelves.     Their  defign  was  to  turn  pirates, 
and  plunder  the  Spaniards,  which  they  could  not 
do  till  they  got  more  men.     But  fii-ft  they  re- 
folved  to  fell  the  goods  in  the  (hip,  and  then  to 
go  to   Madagafcar  for  recruits,  feveral  among 
Vol.  V.  E  e  them 

•  Certain  pirates,  that  Ufcftca  the  W«ft-lndies,  were  fo  call- 
ed.    Hawkef, 
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tbem  having  died  fincc  my  confinement.  They 
failed  many  weeks,  and  traded  with  the  Indians  \ 
but  I  knew  not  what  courfe  they  took,  bdng 
kept  a  clofe  prifoner  in  my  cabbin,  and  expecting 
nothing  lefs  than  to  be  murdered,  as  they  often 
threatened  me. 

Upon  the  9th  day  of  May  171  t,  one  Jaipcs 
Welch  came  down  to  my  cabbin,  and  faid  he  had 
orders  firom  the  captain  to  fet  me  a-fhore.  I  ex- 
poftulated  with  him,  but  in  vain  ;  neither  would 
he  fo  much  as  tell  me,  who  their  new  captain 
was.  They  forced  me  into  the  long^-boat,  letting 
me  put  on  my  bcft  fuit  of  cloaths,  which  were 
as  good  as  new,  and  take  a  fmall  bundle  of  li- 
nen, but  n#  arms  except  my  hanger ;  and  they 
were  fo  civil  as  not  to  fearch  my  pockets,  into 
which  I  conveyed  what  nK>ney  I  had,  with  fome 
other  little  neceflaries.  They  rowed  me  about  a 
league ;  and  then  fet  me  down  on  a  ftrand.  I 
defired  them  to  tell  me,  what  country  it  was. 
They  all  fwore  they  knew  no  more  than  myftlf ; 
but  faid,  that  the  captain  (as  they  called  him) 
was  refolved,  after  they  had  fold  the  lading,  to 
get  rid  of  me  in  the  firft  place  where  they  could 
difcover  land.  Tliey  puflied  off  immediately,  ad- 
vifing  me  to  make  hafte  for  fear  of  being  ovei> 
taken  by  the  tide,  and  fo  bade  me  farewell. 

In  this  defolate  condition  I  advanced  forward, 
and  foon  got  upon  firm  ground,  where  I  fat 
down  on  a  bank  to  reft  myfelf,  and  confider 
what  I  had  beft  to  do.  When  I  was  a  Iktle  re- 
frcflied,  I  went  up  into  the  country,  refolving 

to 
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to  deliver  myfclf  to  the  firft  favages  I  fliould 
meet,  and  purchafe  my  life  from  them  by  fome 
bracelets,  glafs  rings,  and  other  toys,  which 
Jailors  ufually  provide  themfclves  with  in  thole 
voyages,  and  whereof  I  had  fome  about  me» 
The  land  was  divided  by  long,  rows  of  trees,  not 
regularly  planted,  but  naturally  growing ;  there 
was  great  plenty  of  grafs,  and  feveral  fields  of 
oats.  I  w^ed  very  circumfpeftly  for  fear  of  be- 
ing furprifed,  or  fuddenly  fhot  with  an  arrow^ 
firom  behind,  or  on  either  fide.  I  fell  into  a 
beaten  road,  where  I  faw  many  tracks  of  human 
feet,  and  fome  of  cows,  but  mod  of  horfcs.  Ac 
laft  I  beheld  feveral  animals  in  a  field,  and  one  or 
two  of  the  fame  kind  fitting  in  trees..  Their 
fhape  was  very  fingular  and  deformed,  which  a 
little  difcompoi'ed  me,  fo  that  I  lay  down  behind 
a  thicket  to  obferve  them  better.  Some  of  tliem 
coming  forward  near  the  place  where  i  lay,  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  diilinctly  marking  their 
form.  Their  heads  and  breaits  were  covered 
with  a  thick  hair,  fome  frizled,  and  others  lank  ^ 
they  had  beards  like  goats,  and  a  long  ridge  of 
hair  down  their  backs,  and  the  fore-parts  of 
their  legs  and  feet ;  but  the  reft  of  their  bodies 
were  bare,  fo  that  I  might  fee  their  fldns,  which 
were  of  a  brown  buff  colour.  They  had  no  tails, 
nor  any  hair  at  all  on  their  buttocks,  except  a*- 
bout  the  anus  s  which  I  prefumc,  nature  had 
placed  there  to  defend  them,  as  they  fat  on  the 
ground;  for  this  pofture  they  ufed,  as  well  as 
lying  down,  and  often  flood  on  their  hind  feet, 
E  e  2  TKc^ 
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They  climbed  high  trees  as  nimbly  as  a  fquirriii 

for  iH^  had  ^ttrpng  c^^tende J  claws  before  aod 
behind p  tcrminaiing  in  Jharp  points,  and  hool 
ed.  They  would  often  fpring,  aad  bound, 
feftp  wilh  prodigkms  agiUtf-  The  femaks  wi 
not  To  large  ^s  the  males  j  they  had  long  lank  li 
da  their  hcadsj  but  none  on  their  £*ces,  oor  a©; 
thing  more  ihan  a  fort  of  dowa,  cm  the 
iheir  bodies^  except  about  ihe  anm  and  /i 
Their  dugs  hung  between  their  fore-feet,  aQ<!  ol- 
1^  reached  aim  oft  to  the  ground  as  they  walkeilt 
The  hair  of  both  fcxes  was  of  fi?vccu}  ctjbtiHt 
bfown,  rcdj  black  and  yellow.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
Ht^er  beheld,  in  all  my  travels,  fo  dUagrccable  in 
ati  imaJ,  or  One  againft  irtiK:li  I  naturally  concmed 
ijb  firong  an  antipathy.  So  that  thiuking  I.  hai 
neo  enough,  full  of  cOP tempt  anil  aire^lloDi 
pit  up t  and  purfued  the  bcateti  rbad,  hfoping, 
rtiight  dire^  me  to  the  cabbin  of  fomc  IndbB^ 
I  had  not  go c  far/  when  I  met  one  of  thefe  troi 
tlires  full  in  my  way^  and  coming  up  di^'ecttml^ 
ipe.  The  ugly  monfbei\  when  he  iaw  me,  "*^' 
t^rted  fevei^l  ways  tvt^rf  fcatui  e  of  his  ^t^i 
lend  ftared  ns  at  an  objtiit  he  had  never  fee; 
fore  J  then  approaching  nearer,  lifted  tip  hii 
iaw,  whether  out  of  curtofiiy  or  cnllch 
tould  not  tell ;  But  i  drew  my  hanger,  and  g< 
ijtim  a  good  blow  with  the  flit  fide  of  k  §  ~ 
iurft  not  ftrike  with  the  edge,  fbaring  the  irtl 
bitants  might  be  provoked  agamH  me^  it'  !hc:y 
{hould  come  to  know  that  I  had  killed  or  maim- 
ed any  of  their  cattle.     When  the  heaft  felt  the 

fmartj 


Li: 


'I.  I 


Cfaap.I.  A  Voyage /c/jS^Houyhnhxms.   529- 

fmart,  he  drew  back,  and  roared  fo  loud,  that  » 
herd  of  at  leafl  forty  came  flocking  about  me 
from  the  next  field,  howiingi  and  making  odious 
faces  J  but  I  ran  to  the  body  of  a  tree,  and  lean- 
ing my  back  againft  it,  kept  them  off  by  waving. 
my  hanger.  Several  of  this  curfed  brood  getting 
hold  of  the  branches  behind,  leapt  up  into  the 
u-ee,  from  whence  they  began  to  difcharge  their 
excrements  on  my  head  :  However,  I  efcaped 
pretty  well,  by  (licking  clofe  to  the  ftem  of  the 
ti-ee  ',  but  was  almoft  ftifled  with  the  filth,  which 
fell  about  me  on  every  fide. 

In  the  midfl  of  this  diftrefs,  I  obferved  them 
all  to  run  away  on  a  fudden  as  fad  as  they  could  ; 
at  which  I  ventured  to  leave  the  tree,  and  pur- 
fiie  the  road,  wondering,  what  it  was  that  could 
put  them  into  this  fright.  But  looking  on  my 
left  hand,  I  faw  a  horfe  walking  foftly  in  the  field;, 
which  my  perfecutors  having  fooner  difcovei-ed, 
was  the  caufe  of  their  flight*  The  horfe  ftarted 
a  little  when  he  came  near  me  ;  but  foon  reco- 
vering himfelf,  looked  fiill  in  my  face,,  with  mani- 
feft  tokens  of  wonder  :  He  viewed  my  hands  and 
feet,  walking  round  me  leveral  times.  I  would 
have  purfued  my  journey,  but  he  placed  himfelf 
dire<SUy  in  the  way,  yet  looking  with  a  very  mild 
afpedl,  never  offering  the  leaft  violence.  We 
ih)od  gazing  at  each  other  for  fome  time  ;.  at  lad 
I  took  the  boldnefs  to  reach  my  hand  towards 
•tiis  neck,  with  a  defign  to  ftroak  it,  ufing  the  com- 
mon ftyle  and  whiftle  of  jockies,  when  they  arc- 
going  to  handle  a  ftrange  horfe.  But  this  ani- 
ii  c  3  mall 
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mal  feemed  to  receive  my  cWilitics  with  difdaifl, 
fhook  his  head,  and  bent  his  brows,  foftly  raif. 
mg  up  his  right  fore-foot,  to  remove  my  hand* 
Then  he  neighed  three  or  four  times,  but  in  (o 
different  a  cadence,  that  I  almoft  began  to  think 
he  was  fpeaking  to  himfelf  in  feme  language  of 
his  own. 

While  he  and  I  were  thus  employed,  another 
horfe  came  up ;  who  applying  himfelf  to  the  firflr 
in  a  very  formal  manner,  they  gently  ftruck  each 
other's  right  hoof  before,  neighing  feveral  times 
by  turns,  and  varying  the  found,  which  feemed 
to  be  almoft  articulate.      They  went  fome  paces 
off^  as  if  it  were  to  confer  together,  walking  fide 
by  fide,  backward  and  forward,  like  perfons  de<* 
liberating  upon  fome  afiair  of  weight,  but  often 
turning  their  eyes   towards  me,  as  it  were  to 
watch  that  I  might  not  efcape.     I  was  amazed  ta 
fee  fuch  aAions  and  behaviour  in  brute  beafts  ;. 
and  concluded  with  myfelf,  that  if  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  were  endued  with  a  proportion* 
able  degree  of  reafbn,  they  muft*  needs  be  the 
wifeft  people  upon  earth.    This  thought  gave 
me  (b  mudh  comfort,  that  I  refblved  to  go  for* 
ward,  untill  I  could  difcover  fome  houie  or  vil- 
lage, or  meet  with  any  of  the  natives,  leaving 
the  two  horfes  to  difcourfe  together  as  they  pleaf- 
ed.     But  the  fii-ft,  who  was  a  dapple  grey,  40^: 
ferving  me  to  ftcal  offj  neighed  after  me  in'fc' 
expreffive  a  tone,  that  I  fancied  myfelf  to  unde^ 
ftand  what  he  meant ;  whereupon  Ktumed  back, 
and  came  near  him  to  exped  his  farther  com- 
mands^ 
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glands,  but  concealing  my  fear  as  much  as  I 
could  ;  for  I  began  to  be  in  fome  pain,  how  this 
adventure  might  terminate;  and  the  reader  will 
cafily  believe,  I  did  not  much  like  my  prefent 
fituation. 

The  two  horfes  came  up  clofe  to  me,  looking} 
with  great  earneflnefs  upon  my  face  and  hands& 
The.  grey  fteed  rubbed  my  hat  all  round  with  hish 
right  fbre-hoof,  and  difcompofed  it  (q  much, 
diat  I  was  fbrced  to  adjuft  it  better^  by  taking  it 
ofi^  and  fettling  it  agsun  \  whereat  both  he  and  his 
companion  (who  was  a  brown  bay)  appeared  to 
be  much  furprifed ;  the  latter  felt  the  lappet  of 
my  coat,  and  finding  it  to  hang  looie  about  me^ 
diey  both  looked  with  new  figns  of  wonder.  He 
ftroaked  my  right  hand,  feeming  to  admire  the 
ibfitnefs  and  colour ;  but  he  fqueezed  it  fo  hard 
between  hb  hoof  and  his  paftern,  that  I  was  fbr« 
ted  to  roar  y  after  which  they  both  touched  me 
whh  all  poffible  tendemefs.  They  were  under 
great  perplexity  about  tof  £hoe&  and  fiockings, 
Irhich  they  felt  very  often,  neighing  to  each 
other,  and  ufing  various  geftures  not  ui^ike 
diofe  of  a  philofopher^  when  he  would  attempt  to 
Iblve  fome  new  and  difficult  phenomenon. 
•  UpOD  the  whole,  the  behaviour  of  thefe  ani* 
loals  was  fo  orderly  and  rational,.  Co  acute  andt 
jhdkicnis,  that  I  at.  laft  .concluded  they,  muft 
needs  be  magicians,  who  had  thus  metamorpho-^ 
A  themfelves  upon  fome  deiign,  and  feeing  a- 
ibranger  in  the  way,  refolved  to  divert  themfelves 
*with  him  i  oc  perhaps  were  really  amazed  at  the 
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can  tinderftand  any  language^  therefore 
bold  to  let  your  worfhips  know,  that 
poor  diftrefled  Englifhman,  driven  by  his 
tunes  upon  your  coafl ;  and  I  entreat  one 
to  let  me  ride  upon  his  back,  as  if  he^we 
horfe,  to  fome  houfe  or  village,  where  1 
relieved^  In  return  of  which  favour,  I  w 
you  a  prefent  of  this  knife  and  bracelet 
them  out  of  my  pocket.)  The  two  c 
ftood  filent  while  I  fpoke,  feeming  to  liff 
great  attention  ;  and  when  1  had  endc 
neighed  frequently  towards  each  other,  a: 
were  engaged  in  ferious  converfation.  I 
obferved,  that  their  language  expreffed  i 
fions  very  well,  and  the  words  might  wi 
pains  be  refolved  into  an  alphabet  mor 
than  the  Chinefe. 

I  could  frequently  diftinguifh  the  wor 
which  was  repeated  by  each  of  them 
times  r  And  although  it  was  impoffible  fo 
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hcjr  were  both  viGblj  furgrifed ;  and  the  grey  re- 
ieated  the  fame  word  twice,  as  if  he  meant  to 
bach  me  the  right  accent,  wherein  I  fpoke  after 
im  as  well  as  1  could,  and  found  myfelf  perceiy- 
My  to  improve  every  time,  though  very  far  from 
aj  degree  of  pcrfeftion.  Then  the  bay  tried  me 
ith  a  fecond  word,  much  harder  to  be  pronoun- 
:d  :  But  reducing  it  to  the  EngHfii  orthography^ 
lay  be  fpelt  thus,  Houyhnhnm,  I  did  not  fi^c* 
5ed  in  this  fo  well  as  the  former ;  but  after  two 
r  three  farther  trials,  I  had  better  fortune  j  and 
ley  both  appeared  amazed  at  my  capacity. 

After  fome  farther  difcourfe,  which  I  then 
3njeftured  might  relate  to  me,  the  two  friends 
)ok  their  leaves  with  the  fame  compliment  oi? 
riking  each  other's  hoof;  and  the  grey  made 
le  Cgns  that  I  ihould  walk  before  him ;  where* 
1 1  thought  it  prudent  to  comply,  till  I  could 
nd  a  better  direftor.  When  I  ofiercd  to  flac- 
en  my  pace,  he  would  cry  hhuun^  bhuun  /  I  gue& 
id  his  me  aning,  and  gave  him  to  underdand, 
;  well  as  I  could,  that  I  was  weary,  and  not 
>le  to  walk  fafter ;  upon  which  he  would  ftand 
•while,  to  kt  me  reft. 
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CHAP.        II. 

The  author  eonduBed  by  a  Houyhnhnm  to  his  hotifi, 
The  houfe  defcribed.  The  author's  reception.  The 
food  of  the  Houyhnhnms.  The  author  in  di^reft 
for  want  of  meaty  is  at  Iqft  relieved.  His  man^ 
ner  rf feeding  in  this  country. 

HAVING  travelled  about  tlirec  miles, s  wt 
came  to  a  lox^  kind  of  building,  made  of 
timber  ftuck  in  the  ground,  and  wattled  a-crofs  : 
The  roof  was  low,  and  covered  with  ftraw.  I 
now  began  to  be  a  little  comforted :  And  took  out 
fome  toys,  which  travellers  ufually  carry  for  pre- 
fents  to  the  favage  Indians  of  America  and  other 
parts,  in  hopes  the  people  of  the  houfe  would  be 
thereby  encouraged  to  receive  mc  kindly.  The 
horfe  made  me  a  fign  to  go  in  firft  \  it  was  a  large 
room  with  a  fmooth  clay  floor,  and  a  rack  and 
manger,  extending  the  whple  length  on  one  fide. 
There  were  three  nags  and  two  mares  not  eating, 
but  fome  of  them  fitting  down  upon  their  hams, 
which  I  very  much  wondered  at ;  but  wondered 
more  to  fee  the  refl  employed  in  domeflic  bufi- 
nefs  J  thefe  feemed  but  ordinary  cattle  :  Mow- 
ever  this  confirmed' my  firfl  opinion,  that  a  peo- 
ple, who  could  fo  far  civilize  brute  animals,  mufl 
needs  exccll  in  wifdom  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 
The  grey  came  in  jufl  after,  aad  thereby  prevent- 
ed 
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ed  any  ill  treatment  which  the  others  might 
have  given  me.  He  neighed  to  them  feveral 
times  in  a  ftyle  of  authority,  and  received  an- 
fwers. 

Beyond  this  room  there  were  three  others 
reaching  the  length  of  the  houfe,  to  which  you 
pafled  through  three  doors  oppofite  to  each 
other,  in  the  manner  of  avifla*  We  went  through 
the  fecond  room  towards  the  third  5  here  the 
grey  walked  in  firfl,  beckoning  me  to  attend : 
I  waited  in  the  fecond  room,  and  got  ready  my 
prefents  for  the  mailer  and  miftrefs  of  the  houfe : 
They  were  two  knives,  three  bracelets  of  fialfc 
pearl ;  a  fmall  looking-glafs,  and  a  bdad  neck- 
lace. The  horfe  neighed  three  or  four  times, 
and  1  waited  to  hear  fome  anfwers  in  a  human 
voice  ;  but  I  heard  no  other  returns,  than  in  the 
fame  dialed):,  only  one  or  two  a  little  fhriller  than 
bis.  I  began  to  think,  that  -this  houfe  muft  be- 
long to  fome  perfbn  of  great  note  among  them, 
becaufe  there  appeared  fo  much  ceremony  be- 
fore I  could  gain  admittance.  But,  that  a  man 
of  quality  fhould  be  ferved  all  by  horfes,  was  be- 
yond my  comprehenfion.  I  feared  my  brain  was 
difhirbed  by  my  fuflferings  and  misfortunes :  I 
roufed  myfelf,  and  looked  about  me  in  the  room, 
nrhere  I  was  left  alone ;  this  was  fiiroifhed  like 
the  firft,  only  after  a  more  elegant  manner.  I 
rubbed  my  eyes  often,  but  the  fame  objefts  ftill 
xcurred.  I  pinched  my  arms  and  fides  to  awake 
myfelf,  hoping  I  might  be  in  a  dream.  I  then 
ibfolutely  concluded,  that  all  thefe  appearances 
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could  be  aothing  elfe  but  necromancy  and  map 
gic.  But  I  had  no  time  to  purfue  theie  reflexi- 
ons ;  for  the  grey  horfe  came  to  the  door>  and 
made  me  a  fign  to  follow  him  into  the  third 
room  i  where  I  faw  a  Tery  comely  mare,  together 
with  a  colt  and  foal,  fitting  on  their  haunches 
upon  matu  of  ftraw,  not  unartfuUy  made,  and 
perfleftly  neat  and  clean. 

The  mare,  foon  after  my  entrance,  rofe  from 
her  matt,  and  coming  up  dofe,  after  having  nicdy 
obferved  my  hands  and  face,  gave  me  a  moft 
^contemptuous  look ;  then  turning  to  the  horfei 
I  heard  the  word  Taioo  often  repeated  betwixt 
them  ;  the  meaning  of  which  word  I  could  not 
then  comprehend,  although  it  were  the  firft  I 
had  learnt  to  pronounce ;  but  I  was  foon  better 
informed,  to  my  everlafting  mortification  ;  for 
the  horfe  beckoning  to  me  with  his  head,  and 
repeating  the  word  hhuun^  bhuun^  as  he  did  up- 
on the  road,  which  I  underOood  was  to  attend 
hiim,  led  me  out  into  a  kind  of  court,  where 
was  another  building  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
iioufe.  Here  we  entered,  and  I  faw  three  of 
thofe  deteftable  creatures  which  I.firft  met  after 
my  landing,  feeding  upon  roots  and  the  flefh  of 
fome  animals,  which  I  afterwards  found  to  be 
that  of  afles  and  dogs,  and  now  and  then  a  cow, 
dead  by  accident  or  difeafe.  They  were  all  tyed 
by  the  neck  with  ftrong  wyths  feftened  to  a 
beam  ;  they  held  their  food  between  the  daws  of 
their  fore-fcei;,  and  tore  it  with  their  teeth; 

1  -   ^       •     The 


CSiap^U.  AV0TA6E/«?//i^H0UTHNHNMS.   337 

The  mafter  borfe  ordered  a  forrel  nagi  one  of 
hU  fervants^  to  untie  the  brgeft  of  thefe  animakj  - 
and  take  him  into  the  yard.  The  beafl  and  I 
were  brought  cloie  together  ;  and  our  counte- 
nances diligently  compared  both  by  mafter  and 
iervant,  who  thereupon  repeated  feveral  time9 
the  word  Taboo.  My  horror  and  aftonidunent 
are  not  to  be  defcribed^  when  I  obfenred  in  thi) 
abominable  animal,  a  perfed  human  figure :  The 
£ice  of  it  indeed  was  flat  and  broad,  the  no& 
•dq>refied,  the  lips  large,  and  the  mouth  wide  i 
But  thefe  differences  are  common  to  all  favag« 
nations,  where  the  lineamenu  of  the  countenance 
are  diftorted,  by  the  natives  fuiFering  their  infants 
to  Ue  grovelling  on  the  earth,  or  by  carrying 
them  OR  their  backs  nuzling  with  their  faces 
againft  the  mother's  ihouldert.  The  fore-feet 
of  the  Tahoo  diSered  from  my  hands,  in  nothing 
dfe  but  the  length  of  the  nails,  thecoarfeneis 
and  brownnefs  of  the  palms,  and  the  hairinefs 
on  the  backs.  There  was  the  fame  refemblance 
between  our  feet,  with  the  fame  differences, 
which  I  knew  very  well,  though  the  horfes  did 
not  becaufe  of  my  (hoes  and  ftockings ;  the  fame 
in  every  part  of  our  bodies,  except  as  to  hairinefs 
and  colour,  which  I  have  already  defcribed. 

The  great  difficulty  that  fccmed  to  ftick  with 
the  two  horfes,  was,  to  fee  the  reft  of  my  body 
fo  very  different  from  that  of  the  Taboos ^  for 
which  I  was  obliged  to  my  cloaths,  whereof  they 
had  no  conception.  The  forrel  nag  offered  me 
a  root  which  he  held  (after  their  manner,  as  we 
Vol.  V.  F  f  ftvi^V 
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fhall  defcribe  in  its  proper  place)  between  his  hoof 
and  paflern  ;  I  took  it  in  my  hand»  and  having 
fmclt  it,  returned  it  to  him  again  as  civilly  as  I 
could.     He  brought  out  of  the  Taho^s  kennel, 
a  piece  of  afs's  flefh  ;  but  it  fmelt  fo  oflFeniively, 
that  I  turned  from  it  with  loathing:  He  then 
threw  it  to  the  Tahooy  by  whom  it  was  greedily 
devoured  *.      He  afterwards  fhewed  me  a  wifp 
of  hay,   and  a  fetlock  full  of  oats  ;  but  I  (hook 
my  head,  to  fignify  that  neither  of  thefc  were 
food  for  me.     And  indeed  I  now  apprehended, 
that  I  muft  abfolutely  ftarve,  if  I  did  not  get  to 
fome  of  my  own  fpecies  ;  for  as  to  thofe  filthy 
TahooSj  although  there  were  few  greater  lovers 
of  mankind  at  that  time  than  myfelf  \  yet,  I  con- 
fcfs,  I  never  faw  any  fenfitive  being  fo  deteftaUe 
on  all  accounts  ;.and  the  more  I  came  near  them, 
tlie  more  hateful  they  grew,  while  I  ftaid  in  that 
country.     This  the  mafter  horfe  obfervcd  by  my 
behaviour,  and  therefore   fent  the  Tahoo  back  to 
his  kennel.     He  then  put  his  fore-hoof  to  his 
mouth,  at  which  I  was  much  furprifed,  although 
he  did  it  with  eafe,  and  with  a  motion  that  ap- 
peared perfcftly  natural ;  and  made  other  figns 
to  know  whal  I  would  eat ;  but  I  could  not  re- 
turn him  fuch  an  anfwer  as  he  was  able  to  appre- 
hend ;  and  if  he  had  underftood  me,  I  did  not 

fee 

•  Whoever  is  difgiiftcd  with  this  pifturc  of  a  Tahno^  would  do 
well  to  reflect,  that  it  becomes  his  oun  in  exa£t  proportion  as 
he  deviates  from  viitue,  for  virtue  is  the  perfection  of  reaibn. 
•^lie  appetites  'of  thoic  abandoned  to  vice,  arc  not  lefs  brutal 
and  fordid,  tJ\an  that  of  a  Tahoo  for  afles  flefh ;  nor  is  their  life  a 
ftatc  of  lefs  ahjca  fcrvility.     Haukcf. 
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fee  how  it  was  poffible  to  contrive  auy  way  for  find;^ 
ing  myfclf  nouriihaient.  While  we  were  thu^ 
engaged,  I  obferved  a  cow  paffing  by  ;  whercupou 
I  pointed  to  her,  and  expreflcd  a  defii-e  to  go 
and  milk  her.  This  had  its  effedl ;  for  he  led 
m^  back  into  the  houfe,  and  ordered  a  mare 
fervant  to  open  a  room,  where  a  good  ftore  of 
milk  lay  in  earthen  and  wooden  veflTels,  after  a 
very  orderly  and  cleanly  manner.  .She  gave  mc 
a  large  bowl-full,  of  which  I  drank  very  heartily^ 
and  found  my felf  well  refrefhed. 

About  noon  I  faw  coming  towards  the  houfe,  a 
kind  of  vehicle  drawn  like  a  fledge  by  four  Taboos^ 
There  was  in  it  an  old  fleed,  who  feemed  to  be 
of  quality ;  he  alighted  with  his  hind-feet  for- 
ward, having  by  accident  got  a  hurt  in  his  left 
fore-foot.  He  came  to  dine  with  our  horfe, 
who  received  him  with  great  civility.  They 
dined  in  the  beO:  room,  and  had  oats  boiled  ia 
milk  for  the  fecond  courfe,  which  the  old  horfe. 
eat  warm,  but  the  reft  cold.  Their  mangers 
were  placed  circular  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
and  divided  Into  fcveral  partitions,  round  which 
they  fat  on  their  haunches  upon  bofles  of  ftraw* 
In  the  middle  was  a  large  rack,  w4th  angles  an- 
fwering  to  every  partition  of  the  manger.  So 
that  each  horfe  and  mare  eat  their  own  hay,  and 
their  own  mafli  of  oats  and  milk,  with  much 
decency  and  regularity.  The  behaviour  of  the 
young  colt  and  foal  appeared  very  modeft  ;  and 
that  of  the  mafter  and  miftrefs  extremely  chear- 
ful  and  complaifant  to  their  gueftj  The  grey 
F  f  2  ordered. 
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ordered  me  to  ftand  bf  him ;  and  much  dH^ 
comic  pafled  between  him  and  his  friend  con* 
ceming  me,  as  I  found  bf  the  ftranger's  crftea 
looking  on  me^  and  the  frequent  repetition  of 
the  word  ToAoo.  « 

I  happened  to  wear  my^  glores,  which  ha 
mafter-grey  obferving,  ieemed  perplexed^  dii^ 
covering  6gm  of  wonder  what  I  had  done  to  my 
lore-feet ;  he  pot  his  hoof  three  or  four  timcf 
to  them,  as  if  he  would  fignify,  that  I  ihouli 
reduce  them  to  their  former  fhape,  which  I 
preiemly  did,  pulling  cff  both  my  glotes,  and 
patting  them  into  my  pocket.  This  occafioned 
farther  talk,  and  I  faw  the  company  was  pkafcd 
with  my  behaviour,  whereof  I  foon  found  the 
good  efieAs.  I  was  ordered  to  fpcak  the  few 
words  I  underftood  ;  and  while  they  were  at  din- 
ner, the  mafter  taught  me  the  names  for  datS} 
milk,  fire,  water,  and  feme  others  ;  which  I 
could  readily  pronounce  after  him,  having  frost 
my  youth  a  great  facility  in  learning  languages. 

When  dinner  was  done,  the  mafter-horle  took 
me  afide,  and  by  figns  and  words  made  me  un** 
derfland  the  concern  he  was  in,  thait  I  had  no* 
thing  to  eat.*  Oats  in  their  tongue  are  called 
hlutsnh.  This  word  I  pronounced  two  or  thred 
times  ;.  for  although  I  had  rcfufed  them  at  iitA^ 
yet  upon  fecond  thoughts  I  confidcrod,  that  I 
Could  contrive  to  make  of  them  a  kind  of  breadi 
which  might  be  fufficient  with  milk  to  keep  me 
alive,  till  I  could  make  my  escape  to  fome  ofhep 
country,  and  to  creatures  of  my  owa  fpecies* 

The 
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The  horfc  immediately  ordered  a  white  mjare- 
fervant  of  his  family,  to  bring  mc  a  good  quanti* 
ty  of  oats  in  a  fort   of  wooden    tray.     Thefe  I 
heated  before  the  fire,  as  well   as  I  could,  and 
rubbed  them  till  the  hufks  came   off,  which  I 
iliade  a  (hift  to  winnow  from  the  grain  j  I  giound 
and  beat  them  between  two  ftones,  then   took 
water,   and   made   them   into  a  paile   or  cake, 
which.  I  toafted  at  the  £re,.  and  eat  wai*m  with 
milk.     It  was  at  firft  a  very  infipid  diet,  though 
common  enough  in  many  paits  of  Europe,  but 
grew  tolerable  by  time  ;   and  having  been  often 
reduced  to  hard  fare  in  my  life,  this  was  npt  the 
firft  experiment  I  had  made,   how  eafily  nature 
is  fatisfied.     And  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  I 
never  had  one  hour's  ficknefs,  while  I  ftaid  in 
this  ifland.     It  is  time,  I  fometimes  made  a  fliifc 
to  catch  a  rabbit,   or  bird,  by  fpringes  made  of 
Tahoo^s  hair  ;  and  I  often  gathered   wholeibme 
herbs,   which  I  boiled,  and  cat  as  falads  with  my 
bread  ;  and  now  and  then,  for  a  rarity,  I  made 
a  little  butter,  and  drank  the  whey;.  I  was  at  firft 
at  a  great  lofs  for  fait ;  but  cuftom  foon  recon- 
ciled me  to  the  want  of  it ;  and  I  am  confident; 
that  the'frequent  ufe  of  fait  among»us  is  an  efi&ft 
of  luxury,  and  was  firft  introduced  only  as  a 
jprovocative  to  drink;  except  where  it  is  necef- 
fary  for  preferving  of  flefli  in  long  voyageS|  or   ^ 
in  places  remote  from  great  markets.     For  wc 
obferve  no  animal  to  be  fond  of  it,  but  man? 
And  a&  to  myfelf^  when  I  le£t  this  counery^  it 
E  f  3  was» 


341        GULLIVER^s  TRAVELS.      Part  IV. 

was  a  great  while  before  I  could  endure  the  tafie 
of  it  in  any  thing  that  I  eat. 

Thb  is  enough  to  fay  upon  the  fubjeA  of  my 
diet,  wherewith  other  travellers  fill  their  bodcs^ 
as  if  the  readers  were  perfonally  concei*ned  whe* 
ther  we  fare  well  or  ill.  However  it  was  neceflary 
to  mention  this  matter,  left  the  world  (houki 
think  it  impoffible,  that  I  could  find  fuftenance 
for  three  years  in  fuch  a  country,  and  among 
fuch  inhabitants. 

When  it  grew  towards  evening,  the  mafter 
horfe  ordered  a  place  for  me  to  lodge  in  ;  it  was 
but  fbi  yards  from  the  houfe,  and  feparated  from 
the  ftaUe  of  the  Tahoos.  Here  I  got  fome  ftraw^ 
and  covering  myfclf  with  my  own  cloaths,  flepc 
very  found.  But  I  was  in  a  £hort  time  better 
accommodated,  as  the  reader  (hall  know  here<» 
after,  when  I  come  to  treat  more  particularly  a» 
bout  my  way  of  living. 


CHAP.        IIL 

3^he  author  JiuAous  to  learn  the  language;  the 
Houy.hnhngi,  his  mafter^  ajfftjls  in  teaching  him. 
.  The  language  defcribed.  Several  Houyhnhnms 
*  ^  quality  came,  out  of  curiofity,  ^o/ee  the  author^ 
.  ^jHe  gi^s  f>u  rna^er  ajbort  account  of  his  voyage* 

MY  principal  endeavour  was  to  leam  the 
larfgiiagc,  which  my  mafter  (for  fa  I  £haR 
henceforth  call  him)  and  his  children^  and  every 

iervant 
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ierrant  of  his  hou&,  were  defirous  to  teach  me* 
For  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  prodigy,  that  a 
brute  animal  fhould  difcover  fuch  marks  of  a 
rational  creature.  I  pointed  to  every  things  and 
enquired  the  nam^  of  it,  which  I  wrote  down 
m  mj  J9urnal'^ook  when  I  was  alone,  and  corre£lx» 
€d  my  bad  accent,  by  defiring  thofe  of  the  fsuniljy 
to  pronounce  it  ofcth.  In  this  employment  a 
ibrrelnag,  one  of  the  under-fervanu,  was  verf 
ready  to  aiiift  me. 

In  fpeaking,  they  pronounce  through  the  nofe 
and  throat,  and  their  language  approaches  near- 
eft  to  the  High-Dutch,  or  German,  of  any  I 
khow  in  Europe  j  but  is  much  more  graceful 
and  Significant.  The  Emperor  Giarles  V.  made 
ahnoft  the  fame  obferyation,.  when  he  faid,  that 
tf  he  were  to  fpeak  to  his  horfe,  it  ihould  be  in 
High-Dutch. 

The  curiosity  and  impatience  of  my  mafier 
were  fo  great,  that  he  fpent  many  hoiu*s  of  his 
leifure  to  inftru<St  me.  He  was  convinced  (as 
he  afterwards  toid  me)  that  I  muft  be  a  Titbgo  / 
btft  my  teachabkniefs,  civility,  and  cleaoiinefs^ 
tftonifhed  him ;  which  were  qualities  altogether 
oppofite  to  thofe  animals.  He  was  moft  perplex- 
ed about  my  cloaths,  reasoning  fomedmcs  with 
hiraffelf,  whether  they  were  a  part  of  my  body  ; 
for  I  never  pulled  them  off  till  the  family  were 
afleep,  and  got  them  on  before  they  waked  in 
the  morni&ig^.  My  n^after  was  eager  to  learn 
firom  whence  I  came ;  how  I  acquired  thofe  ap- 
pearances  of  reafon,  which  I  di&overed  in  all  my 

a£kxoivs\ 
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actions  $  and  to  know  my  ftory  from  my  owff 
mouth,  which  he  hoped  he  fhould  iboa  do  by 
the  great  proficiency  I  made  in  learning  and  pro- 
nouncing their  words  and  fentences.  To  help 
my  memory,  I  formed  all  I  learned  into  the  Eng- 
lifh  alphabet,  and  writ  the  words  down  with  the 
tranfladons.  ^fhis  lafV,  alter  fome  time,  I  ven- 
tured to  do  in  my  mailer's  prefence.  It  coft 
me  much  trouble  to  explain  to  him  what  I  was 
doing  :  For  the  inhabitants  have  not  the  leaft 
idea  of  books  or  literature. 

In  about  ten  weeks  time,  I  was  able  to  under- 
ftand  moft  of  his  queflions;  and  in.  three  months, 
could  give  him  fbme  tolerable  anfwers.     He  was 
extremely  curious  to  know'  from  what  part  o£ 
the  country  I  came>  and  how  I  was  taught  to 
imitate  a  rational  creature  ;  becaufe  the   Taboos 
(whom  he  faw  I  exa^lly  refembled   in  my  head, 
hands  and  face,  that  were  only  vifible)  with  fome 
appearance  of  cunning,  and  the  fkrongeft  dif*- 
pofition  to   mifchief,    were  obferved  to   be  the 
moft  unteachable  of  all  brutes.      I  anfwered, 
that  I  came  over  the  (ea  from  a  far  place,   with 
many  others  of  my  own  kind,  in  a  great  hoUow 
^^eflel  made  of  the  bodies  of  trees  ;  that  my.  com- 
panions forced  me  to  land  on  this  coaft,    aod 
then  left  me  to  fhift  for  myfelf.     It  was  with 
fome  difficulty,  and  by  the  help  of  many  iigns» 
that  I  bi*Qught  him  to  underftand    me.      He 
replied,  that  I  muft  needs  be  miftaken,  or  that 
l.faid  the  thing   which  was  not  (for  they  have 
BO  word  in.  their   language    to   exprefs^  lying 
«  QJC 
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or  falihood.)  He  knew  it  was  impof&ble^  that 
there  could  be  a  country  beyond  the  lea,  or  that 
a  parcel  of  bi*utes  could  move  a  wooden  veflel 
whither  they  pleafcd  upon  water.  He  was  furc 
no  Houyhnhnm  alive  could  make  fuch  a  veiTeli 
nor  would  trufl  Taboos  to  manage  it. 

The  word  Houyhnhnm^  in  their  tongue,  figni* 
ficsaAar/2',  and,  in  its  etymology,  xhc  perfeBion  (^ 
maturg.  I  told  my  mafter,.  that  1  was  at  a  loTs  for 
expreffion  ;  but  would  improve  as  fad  as  I  coukl, 
and  hoped  in  a  Ihort  time  I  fhould  be  able  to  teU 
^m  wonders  :  He  was  pleated  to  dire^l  his  owa 
marc,  his  cbit,  and  foal,  and  the  fervants  of  the 
famUy^  to  take  all  opportunities  of  inftru<Sting 
ine ;  and  every  day,  for  two  or  three  hours^  he 
was  at  the  fame  pains  himfelf :  Several  horfes 
and  mares  of  quality  in  the  neighbourhood  cam9 
€ftea  to  our  houfe,  upon  the  report  fpread 
of  a  wonderful  Xlahoo  that  could  fpeak  like  a 
Hoayhnhnm,  and  feemed  in  his  words  and  actions 
to  difcorer  fome  glimmerings  of  reafon.  Thefe  de« 
%hted  to  converfc  with,  me  \  they  put  many  que- 
ftions,  and  received  fuch  anfwers  as  I  was  able  to 
rettrm.  By  all  thefe  advantages  I  made  fo  great 
a  progreft,  that  in  five  months  from  my  arrival| 
I  underftood  whatever  was  fpoken^  «ad  could  ex* 
preis  myfelf  toUcrably  well. 
'  The  Houyhnhnms  who  came  to  viiit  my  ma* 
fter,  our  of  a  deiign  of  feeing  and  talking  with  me^ 
could  hardly  believe  me  to  be  a  right  ITabc^^  be« ' 
caafe  my  body  had  a  diflfeixnt  covering  from  o« 
tbet s  of  tttf  kind.    They  were  afloniihed  to  o1». 


when  the  family  were  gone  to  bed,  i 
cuftom  to  ftrip,  and  cover  myfelf  with  ir 
It  happened  one  morning  early,  that  ] 
fent  for  me  by  the  forrel  nag,  who  was 
when  he  came,  I  was  fafl:  afleep,  my  cl 
len  off  on  one  fide,  and  my  fhirt  above 
I  waked  at  the  noife  he  made,  and  obf 
to  deliver  his  meffage  in  fome  diforc 
which  he  went  to  my  mailer,  and  i 
fright  gave  him  a  very  confufed  accoun 
he  had  feen  :  This  I  prefently  difcoverei 
ing  as  foon  as  I  was  dreffed  to  pay  my  j 
upon  ills  Honour,  he  alked  me  the  n: 
What  his  fervant  had  reported ;  that 
the  fame  thing  when  I  flept,  as  I  appci 
at  other  times  ;  that  his  valet  affured  h 
part  of  me  was  white,  fome  yellow,  a 
fo  white,  and  fome  brown. 

I  had  hitherto  concealed  the  fecret  of 
in  order  to  diftinsuifli  mvfelf.   as  muc 
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my  mafter,  that  in  the  country  from  whence  I 
camCi  thofe  of  my  kind  always  covered  their  bo- 
dies with  the  hairs  of  certain  animals  prepared  by 
ait,  as  well  for  decency,  as  to  avoid  the  incle- 
mencies of  air  both  hot  and  cold  5  of  which,  as 
to  my  own  perfon,  I  would  give  him  immediate 
convidUon,  if  he  pleafed  to  command  me  ;  only 
de£u:ing  his  excufe,  if  I  did  not  expofe  thofe  parts 
that  nature  taught  us  to  conceal.  .  He  faid  my 
difcourfe  was  all  very  ftrange,  but  efpecially  the 
laft  part  i  for  he  could  not  undcrftand,  why  na- 
ture fhould  teach  us  to  conceal  what  nature  had 
given :  That  neither  himfelf  nor  family  were  a- 
fliamed  of  any  parts  of  their  bodies  j  but  however 
I  might  do  as  I  pleafed.  Whereupon  I  fir  ft  un- 
buttoned my  coat,  and  pvdlcd  it  off.  I  did  the 
fame  with  my  waiftcoat :  I  drew  oflf  my  (hoes, 
fiockings,  and  breeches.  I  let  my  fhirt  down  to 
my  waift,  and  drew  up  the  bottom,  faftening  it 
iike  a  girdle  about  my  middle  to  hide  my  naked- 
sefs. 

My  matter  obferved  the  whole  performance 
with  great  figns  of  curiofity  and  admiration.  He 
took  up  all  my  cloaths  in  his  paftern,  one  piece 
after  another,  and  examined  them  diligently  :  He 
then  ftroaked  my  body  very  gently,  and  looked 
round  me  feveral  times ;  after  which  he  faid,  it 
was  plain  I  muft  be  a  perfedl  Tahoo  ,•  but  that  I 
differed  very  much  from  the  reft  of  my  fpecies,  in 
the  foftnefs,  whitenefs,  and  fmoothnefs  of  my 
ikin,  my  want  of  hair  in  feveral  parts  of  my  bo- 
4y»  the  ihape  and  ihortnefs  of  my  claws  behind 

and 
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and  before,  and  my  affedation  of  walking  cond- 
nually  on  my  two  hinder  feet.  He  defired  to  fee 
no  more ;  and  gave  me  leave  to  put  on  my  cloathi 
again,  for  I  was  fhuddering  with  cold. 

I  exprefled  my  uneafinefs  at  his  giving  me  fo 
often  the  appellation  of  Tahoo^  an  odious  animal, 
for  which  I  had  fo  utter  an  hatred  and  contempt : 
I  begged  he  would  forbear  applying  that  word  to 
me,  and  make  the  fame  order  in  his  family,  and 
among  his  friends,  whom  he  fuffered  to  fee  me. 
I  requeftcd  likewife,  that  the  fecret  of  my  having 
a  falfe  covering  to  ttxj  body,  might  be  known  to 
none  but  himfelf,  at  lead  as  long  as  my  prefent 
doathing  fhould  laft ;  for  as  to  what  the  (6nA 
nag  his  valet  had  obferved,  his  Honour  might 
command  him  to  conceal  it. 

All  this  my  mafter  very  gracioufly  confented 
to ;  and  thus  the  fecret  was  kept  till  my  cloadis 
began  to  wear  out,  which  I  was  forced  to  fupply 
by  feveral  contrivances  that  (hall  hereafter  6c 
mentioned.  In  the  mean  time,  he  defired  I  would 
go  on  with  my  utmoft  diligence  to  learn  their  Ian-  ' 
guage, .  becaufe  he  was  more  aftonifhed  at  my 
capacity  for  fpeech  and  reafon,  that  at  the  figure 
of  my  body,  whether  it  were  covered  or  no; 
adding,  that  he  waited  with  fome  impatience  to 
bear  the  wonders  which  I  promifed  to  tcH  him. 

From  thenceforward  he  doubled  the  pains  he 
had  been  at  to  inftruft  me  ;  he  brought  me  into 
all  company,  and  made  them  treat  me  with  civi- 
lity, becauft,  as  he  told  them  privately,  this  would 
4  put 
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put  me  in  good  humour,  and  make  me  more  di« 
verting. 

Every  day,  wlien  I  waited  on  liim,  befide  the 
trouble  he  was  at  in  teaching,  he  would  afk  me 
fcveral  queftions  concerning  myfclf,  which  I  an* 
fwcred  as  well  as  I  could ;  and  by  thefe  means  he 
hiid  abeady  received  fome  general  ideas,  though 
very  imperfeft.  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  the 
ieveral  fteps,  by  which  I  advanced  to  a  more  re* 
gular  cohverfation  :  But  the  firft  account  I  gave 
of  myfelf,  in  any  order  and  length,  was  to  this 
purpofe :  ■ 

•  Hiat  I  came  from  a  very  fiar  country,  as  I  al- 
ready had  attempted  to  tell  him,  with  about  fifty 
ihore  of  my  own  fpecies  }  that  we  travelled  upon 
the  feas  in  a  great  hollow  veflel  made  of  wood^ 
and  brger  than  his  Honour's  houfe.  I  defcribed 
the  (hip  to  him  in  the  beft  terms  I  could,  and  ex- 
'pl2Hned,by  the  help  of  my  h^dkerchief  difplayed, 
how  it  was  driven  forward  by  the  wind.  That 
upon  a  quarrel  among  us,  I  was  fet  on  fhore  on 
this  coaft,  where  I  walked  forward,  without 
knowing  whither,  till  he  delivered  me  from  the 
perfecution  of  thofe  execable  Tahoos.  He  afked 
me,  who  made  the  fhip,  and  how  ,it  was  pofSble 
that  the  Houyhnhnms  oif  my  country  would 
leave  it  to  the  management  of  brutes?  My  an- 
fwer  was,  that  I  durft  p.oceed  no  farther  in  my 
relation,  unlefs  he  would  give  me  his  word  and 
honour  that  he  would  not  be  offended,  and  then 
I  woiild  tell  him  the  wonders  I  had  fo  often  pro- 
ibifed.     He  agreed  s  and  I  went  on  by  afiuring 
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him,  that  thp  (hip  was  made  by  creatures  like  my- 
felf,  who  in  all  the  countries  I  had  travelled,  as 
well  as  in  my  own,  were  the  only  governing,  ra- 
tional animals ;  and  that  upon  my  arrival  hither, 
I  was  as  much  aflonifhed  to  fee  the  Houyhnhnms 
a£t  like  rational  beings,  as  he  or  his  friends  could 
be  in  finding  fome  marks  of  reafon  in  a  creature 
he  was  pleafed  to  call  a  Tahoo ;  to  which  I  owned 
my  refemblance  in  every  part,  hut  could  not  ac- 
count for  their  degenerate  and  brutal  nature.  1 
faid  forther,  that  if  good  fortune  ever  reftored 
xne  to  my  native  country  to  relate  my  tl*avels  hi- 
ther, as  I  refolved  to  do,  every  body  would  be- 
lieve, that  l/aid  the  thing  which  was  not ;  that  I  in- 
vented the  ftory  out  of  my  own  head ;  and  (with 
all  poffible  refpeft  to  himfelf,  his  family,  and 
friends,  and  under  his  promife  of  not  being  of- 
fended) our  countrymen  would  hardly  think  it 
probable,  that  a  Houyhnhnm  fhould  be  the  pre- 
fiding  creature  of  a  nation,  and  a  Tahoo  the  brute. 


C    H    A    P.        IV. 

The  Houyhnhnms  notion  of  truth  and  falfehood. 
The  authof^s  difcourfe  difapprov^  by  his  maft^r. 
The  author  gives  a  more  particular  account  of  him" 
felf  and  the  accidents  of  his  voyage. 

MY  matter  heard  me  with  great  appearances 
of  uneafinefs  in  his_  countenance  ;  becauie 
doubting^  or  not  believing^  arc  fo  little  known  in. 

this 


Ch.IV.    A  V0TAG£/^/£^H0UYHNHKMS.    .35! 

this  country,  that  the  inhabitants  cannot  tcU  how 
to  behave  themfelve^  under  fitch  circumftances. 
And  I  remember,  in  frequent  difcourfes  with  my 
xnafter  concerning  the  nature  of  manhood  in  o- 
ther  parts  of  the  world,  having  occafion  to  talk 
of  lying  2Lndfa/fi  reprefentatioriy  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  that  he  comprehended  what  I  meant  \ 
although  he  had  otherwife  a  mofl  acute  judg- 
ment. For  he .  argued  thus  :  That  the  ufe  of 
fpeech  was  to  make  us  underftand  one  another, 
and  to  receive  information  of  £a£ts :  Now,  .if  any 
ontfaid  the  thing  which  was  not^  thefc  ends  were 
defeated ;  becaufe  I  cannot  properly  be  faid  to 
underftand  him :  And  I  am  fo  far  from  receiving 
information,  that  he  leaves  me  worfe  than  in  ig- 
norance ;  for  I  am  led  to  believe  a  thing  black 
when  it  is  white^  zxA  Jbort  when  it  is  long.  And 
thefe  were  all  the  notions  he  had  concerning  that 
feculty  of  lyings  fo  pcrfeftly  well  underftood, 
and  fo  univerfally  praflifed,  among  human  crea- 
tures. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion  5  when  I  aflert- 
cd  that  the  Tahoos  were  the  only  governing  ani- 
mals in  my  country,  which  my  mafter  faid,  was 
altogether  paft  his  conception,  he  defired  to  know, 
whether  we  had  Houyhnlinms  among  us,  and 
what  was  their  employment.  I  told  him,  we  had 
great  numbers ;  that  in  fummer  they  grazed  in 
the  fields,  and  in  winter  were  kept  in  houfes  with 
hay  and  oats,  where  Tahoo-kty^mts  were  employ- 
ed to  rub  their  £kins  fmooth,,  comb  their  manes> 
pick  theur  feet,  ferve  them  with  food,  and  make 
G  g  a  x.l\g.\£ 
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their  beds.  .  I  underftand  you  wdl,  fays  my  ma- 
iler 5  it  is  now  very  plain  from  all  you  have  fpo- 
ken,  that,  whatever  (hare  of  reafon  the  Tahcci 
l»*etend  to,  the  Houyhnhnms  are  your  mafters  \ 
I  heartily  wifh  our  Yahoos  would  be  fo  tradable. 
I  begged  his  Honour  would  pleafe  to  excufe  me 
from  proceeding  any  farther,  becaufe  I  was  very 
certain,  that  the  account  he  expeAed  from  me 
would  be  highly  difpleafing.  But  he  infixed  in 
commanding  me  to  let  him  know  the  beft  and 
the  word  :  I  told  him  he  (hould  be  obeyed.  I 
owned,  that  the  Houyhnhnms  among  us,  whom 
we  called  horfes^  were  the  moft  generous  and 
comely  animal  we  had  ;  that  they  excelled  in 
ftrength  and  fwiftnefs ;  and  when  they  belonged 
to  perfons  of  quality,  were  emjtey«4*itt  travelling,, 
racing,  or  drawing  chariots  ;  they  were  treated 
with  much  kindnefs  and  care,  till  they  fell  into 
difeaies,  or  became  foundered  in  the  feet  (  but 
then  they  were  fold,  and  ufcd  to  all  kind  of 
dinidgery,  till  they  died  ;  after  which  their  ikini 
were  ftripped,  and  fold  for  what  they  were  worth, 
and  their  bodies  left  to  be  devoured  by  dogs  and 
birds  of  prey.  But  the  common  r^ce  of  horfes. 
had  not  fo  good  fortune,  being  kept  by  farmers, 
and  carriers,  and  other  mean  people,  who  put 
them  to  greater  labour,  and  fed  them  worfe.  I 
defcribed,  as  well  as  I  could,  our  way  of  riding  \ 
the  fhape  and  ufe  of  a  bridle^  a  faddle,  a  fpur,. 
and  a  whip ;  of  harnefs  and  wheels.  I  added, 
that  we  fattened  plates  of  a  certain  hard  fubttance, 
called  tron^  at  the  bottom  of  their  feet,  to  pre* 

fei:vc 
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f^rve  their  hoofs  from  being  broken  hj  the  ftonf 
ways,  on  which  we  often  travelled^ 

My  mafter,  after  fome  expreJQions  of  great  in- 
dignation, wondered  how  we  dared  to  venture 
upon  a  HouyMihnm's  back  j  for  he  was  fare,, 
that  the  weake/l  fervant  in  his  houfe  would  be 
able  to  fliake  off  the  ftrongeft  Taioo  ;  or  by  ly- 
ing down,  and  rolling  on  his  back,  fqueeze  the 
brute  to  death.  I  anfwered,  that  our  horfes. 
were  trained  up  from  three  or  four  years  old  ta 
the  feveral  ufes  we  intended  them  for ;  that,  16 
any  of  them  proved  intolerably  vicious,  they  were 
employed  for  carriages  j  that  they  were  feverely 
beaten,  while  they  were  young,  for  any  mifchie- 
vous  tricks ;  that  the  males,  defigncd  for  the 
common  ufe  of  riding  or  draught,  were  generally 
cafirated  about  two  years  after  their  birth,  to  take 
down  their  fpirits,  and  make  them  more  tame 
and  gentle  \  that  they  were  indeed  feniible  of 
rewards  and  puniihments  \.  but  his  Honour  would 
pleafe  to  confider,.  that  they  had  not  the  leaft 
tinihire  of  reafon^  any  more  thaa  the  Taboos  in 
this  country. 

It  put  me  to  the  pains  of  many  circumlocutions, 
to  give  my  mafter  a  right  idea  of  what  I  fpoke  > 
for  their  language  doth  not  abound  in  variety  of 
A^ords,  becaufe  their  wants  and  pai&on&  are  fewer 
than  among  us.  But  it  is  impoffible  tp  exprefs 
his  noble  refentment  at  our  favage  treatment  of 
the  Houyhnhum  race  5  particularly,  after  I  had 
explained  the  manner  and  ufe  of  cajlrating  horfes 
anopg  us^to  hinder  them  from  propagating  theiy 
G  g  3  "NEAvxiS^' 
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kind,  and  to  render  them  more  ferrlle.  He  iaid|, 
if  it  were  poffible  there  could 'be  any  country 
where  Taboos  alone  were  endued  with  reafbn,  they 
certainly  muft  be  the  goreming  animal,  becaufe 
reafon  will  in  time  always  prevail  againft  tnrutal 
ftrength.  But,  confidering  the  frame  of  our 
bodies,  and  efpecially  of  nune,  he  thought  no 
creature  of  equal  bulk  was  ib  ill  contriTed.  for 
employing  that  reafon  in  the  common  offices  of 
life ;  whereupon,  he  defired  to  know,  whether 
thofe  among  whom  I  lived,  refembled  me  oc  the 
Taboos  of  his  country.  I  afTured  him,  that  I  was- 
as  well  (haped  as  moft  of  my  age  v  But  the  younger 
er,  and  the  females,  were  much  more  foft  and 
tender,  and  the  Ikins  of  the  latter  generally  as 
white  as  milk.  He  faid,  I  diOEcred  indeed  fnom 
ether  TabooSi  being  much  more  cleanly,  and  not 
altogether  fo  drformed  5  but  in  point  of  real  ad* 
vantage,  he  thought  I  differed  for  the  worfe.  That 
my  nails  were  of  no  ufe,  either  to  my  fore  or  hin- 
der-feet ;  as  to  my  fore -feet,  he  could  not  pro-» 
pcrly  call  them  by  that  name,  for  he  never  ob- 
fervcd  me  to  walk  upon  them  ;  that  they  were  too 
foft  to  bear  the  ground  5  that  I  generally  went 
with  them  uncovered  5  neither  was  the  covering  I, 
fometimes  wore  on  them  of  the  fame  fhape,  or-  fo 
ftrong  as  that  on  my  feet  behind.  That  I  could 
not  walk  with  any  fecurity  ;  for  if  either  of  my 
hinder-feet  flipped,  I  muft  inevitably  fall.  He 
then  began  to  find  jBault  with  other  parts  of  my 
body ;  the  flatnefs  of  my  face,  the  prominence 
of  my  nofe^  mine  eyes  placed  diredly  in  front, 

fo 
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fi>  tbiu  I  could  n<^  look  en  either  fide  witho«t 

turning  my  head :  That  I  was  not  able  to  feed: 

myfelf  without  lifting  one  of  my  fore-feet  to  my 

mouth  V  and  therefore  nature  had  placed  thoie 

joints  to  anfwer  that  neceffity.     He  knew  not 

what  could  be  the  i|fe  of  thofe  feverai  clefts  and 

divifions  iti  my  feet  behind ;  that  tbefe  were  too» 

ibft  to  bear  the  hardnefk  and  fharpnefs  of  ftones^ 

without  a.covering  made  of  the  ikin  of  fome  other 

brute ;. that  my  whole  body  wanted  a fenqe  againft 

heat  and  cold,  which  I  was-  forced  to  put  on  and 

fift*  every  day  wiiji  tediouinefs  and  trouble :  .And 

laftly,  that  he  obferved  every  animal  in  thisicouni^ 

try  naturally  te^  abhor:  die  Taboos ^  whom  the  weakr> 

cr  avoided,  and  th^  ftronger  drove  fr.om  them# 

'So  that,  fuppofing  us  to  have  the  gift  of  reafon,, 

he  could  not  fee  how  it  were  poffible  to  cure  that 

natural  antipathy,  which  every  creature  di&o- 

vored  againft  us  \  nor  confequeatly,.how  we  could 

fame  and  render  them  ferviceable.     However,  he 

would  (as  he  faid)  debate  the  matter  no  fEuther, 

becaufe  he  waa  moi^  deiirous  to  know  my  own 

ftory>  the  country  where  I  was  born,  and  the 

feverai  actions  and  events  of  my  life  before  I  came 

hither. 

.  I  a0ui;ed  him,  how  ei^tremely  deiirous.  I  was» 
that  he  ihould  he  fatisfied  in  every,  point :  But.  I 
doubted  much,  whether  it  would  be  poffible  for 
me  to  explain  myfelf  on  feverai  fubjedts,  whereof 
his  Honour  could  have  no  conception  ;  becaufe  I 
faw  nothing  in  his  country,  to  which  I  could  re- 
femble  them. .  That  however  I  woidd  <lo  ^1 
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bcft,  and  ftrivc  to  exprcfs  myfclf  by  finulkudes,   * 
humbly    defiring  his  affiftance  when  I  wanted    j 
proper  words ;  which  he  was  pleaied  to  promiie 
me. 

I  faid,  my  birth  was  of  honeft  parents  in  an 
ifland  called  England,  which  was  remote  fironx 
this  country  as  many  days  journey  as  the  ftrong- 
eft  of  his  Honourfs  fervants  could  travel  in  the 
annual  courfe  of  the  fun  ;  That  I  was  bred  a 
furgeon,  whofe  trade  it  is  to  cure  wounds  and 
hurts  in  the  body,  gotten  by  accident  or  violence : 
That  my  country  was  governed  by  a  fetnale  man|. 
whom  we  called  Queen  :  That- 1  left  it  to  get 
riches,  whereby  I  might  maintain  myfelf  and 
family  when  I  (houkl  retura  :  That  in  my  laft 
voyage  I  was  commander  of  the  fhip,  and  had  a- 
bout  fifty  Tahoos  under  me,  many  of  which  died 
at  fea,  and  I  was  forced  to  (upply  thenvby  others 
picked  out  from  feveral  nations  v  That  our  (hip 
was  twice  in  danger  of  being  funk ;  the  firft  timc> 
by  a  great  ftorm  ;  and  the  (econd,  by  ftrildng  a- 
gamft  a  rock.  Here  my  mafter  interpofed,  by 
aiking  me,  how  I  could  perfuade  ftrangcrs  out  * 
of  different  countries  to  venture  with  me,  aftef 
the  lofles  I  had  fuflained,  and  the  hazards  I  had 
run.  I  laid,  they  were  fellows  of  defperate  for- 
tunes, forced  to  fly  from  the  places  of  their  birth 
on  account  of  their  poverty  or  their  crimes* 
Some  were  undone  by  faw-fuits  \^  o^eps  (pent  all 
they  had  in  drinking,  whoring,  and  gaming; 
others  fled  for  treafon  ;  many  for  murder,  thefr, 
poifoning,.  robbery,,  perjury,,  forgery^,  coining 

falfe 
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faUe  money  ;  for  committing  rapes  or  fodomy  5 
for  flying  fi-om  their  colours^  or  deferting  to  the 
enemy ;  and  moft  of  them  had  broken  prifon. 
None  of  thefe  dxxrd  return  to  their  native .  coun- 
tries, for  fear  of  being  hanged,  or  of  ftarving  in  a 
jail  i  and  therefore,  they  were  under  a  neceffity 
of  feeking  a  livelihood  in  other  places. 

During  this  difcourfe,  my  mafter  was  plcafed 
to  interrupt  me  feveral  times.  I  had  made  ufe  of 
many  circumlocutions  in  defcribing  to  him  the 
batm*e  of  the  feveral  crimes,  for  which  moft  of 
cmr  crew  had  been  forced  to  fly  their  country. 
This  labour  took  up  feveral  days  converfation, 
before  he  was  able  to  comprehend  me.  He  was 
VrhoUy  at  a  lofs  to  know,  what  could  be  the  uft 
or  neceffity  of  praftifing  thofe  vices.  To  clear 
lip  which,  I  endeavoured  to  give  him  fome  ideasv, 
^f  the  deflre  of  power  and  riches  ;  of  the  terrible 
effects  of  luft,  intemperance,  malice,  and  envy. 
All  this  2  was  forced  to  define  and  defcribe,  by 
putting  cafes^  and  making  fuppofitions.  After 
yhich,  like  one  whofe  imagination  was  ftruck 
with  fomething  never  feen  or  heard  of  before,  he 
vould  lift  up  his  eyes  with  amazement  and  indig- 
XUtion.  .  Power^  government^  war,  law,,  punifh- 
m^t^  ai^d  a  thoufaqd  other,  things,  had  nq  terms 
wbereiathat  language  could  exprefs  them ;  which 
BAade  the  difficulty  almoft  infuperable  to  give  my 
mafter  any  conception  of  what  I  meant  :  But 
being,  of  an  excellent  underftanding,  much  im- 
proved by  contemplation  and  converfe,  he  at  lafli 
arrived  at  a  competent  knowledge  of  what  humaa 
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nature  in  our  parts  of  the  world  is  capable  to  per- 
form ;  and  deflred  I  would  give  him  fome  paiti* 
cular  account  of  that  land  which  we  call  Europe^ 
but  cfpecially  of  my  own  country. 


CHAP.        V. 

Tie  author,  at  his  majtet^s  commands,  informs  him 
ofthejiate  of  England.  The  caufes  ofnvar  among 
the  princes  of  Europe*  The  author  begins  to  ex» 
plain  the  Englijb  conjlitution. 

TH  E  reader  may  pleafe  to  obfcrve,  that  the 
following  extraft  of  many  converfations 
I  had  with  my  mafter,  contains  a  fumraary  of 
the  moft  material  points,  which  were  difcourfed 
at  feveral  times  for  above  two  years  ;  his  Honour 
often  defiring  fuller  fatisfaftion,  as  I  ferther  im* 
proved  in  the  Houyhnhnm  tongue.  I  laid  before 
him,  as  well  as  I  could,  the  whole  ftate  of  Eu- 
rope ;  I  difcourfed  of  trade  and  manufiaftures, 
of  arts  and  fciences  j  and  the  anfwers  I  gave  to 
all  the  queftions  he  made  as  they  arofe  upon  fe- 
deral fubjefts,  were  a  fund  of  converfation  not 
to  be  exhaufted.  But  I  (hall  here  only  fet  down 
the  fubftancc  of  what  paflcd  between  us  concern- 
ing my  own  country,  reducing  it  into  order  as  vreU 
as  I  can,  without  any  regard  to  time  or  other 
ckcumftances,  while  I  ftriftly  adhere  to  truth. 
My  only  concern  is,  that  I  ihall  hardly  be  able 
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to'  do  juftice  to  my  mafter's  arguments  and  ex« 
preffions^  which  mnft  needs  fuffer  by  my  want 
of  capacity,  as  well  as  by  a  tranflation  into  our  ' 
barbarous  Englifh. 

In  obedience,  therefore,  to  his.  Honour^s  com« 
mands,  I  related  to  him  the  mtolution  under  the 
Prince  of  Orange  ;  the  long  war  with  France  en- 
tered into  by  the  faid  Prince,  and  renewed  by  hit 
fucceilbr  the  prefent  Queen,  wherein  the  greateft 
powers  of  Chriftendom  were  engaged,  and  which 
ftill  continued  :  I  computed,  at  his  requeft,  that 
about  a  million  of  Yahoos  might  have  been  kill- 
ed in  the  whole  progrefs  of  it  \  and  perhaps  a 
hundred  or  more  cities  taken,  and  five  times  as 
many  fhips  burnt  or  funk. 
'  He  aiked  me,  what  were  the  ufual  caufes  or 
motives  that  made  one  country  go  to  war  with 
another  ?  I  anfwered  they  were  innumerable  ; 
Imt  I  fhould  only  mention  a  few  of  the  chief. 
Sometimes  the  ambition  of  princes,  who  never 
think  they  have  land  or  people  enough  to  go- 
Tem.  Sometimes  the  corruption  of  minifters^ 
who  engage  their  mailer  in  a  war,  in  order  to 
fiifle  or  divert  the  clamour  of  the  fubjefts  againft 
their  evil  adminiilration*  Difference  in  opinions 
liath  coft  many  millions  of  lives  :  For  inftance, 
ifhexhcT Jle/b  be  breads  or  bread  htjle/b  ;  whether 
the  juice  of  a  certain  berry  be  blood  or  wine  *  t 
whether  whiftling  be  a  vice  or  a  virtue  f  \  whe- 
ther it  be  better  to  kifs  a  pojl^  or  throw  it  into  the 
fire  I  ^  what  is  the  beft  colour  for  a  coat^  whe- 
ther 

•  Tcainfiibdaiitiatioii.     f  Church-mnfic     }  ]UiGo(  a  croO. 
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thcr  bJaci,  white,  red,  or  grey  /  and  whether  k  ; 

fhould  be  long  ^vjbort^  narrow  or  wide,  dirty  or    t 
c^an,  with  many  more*  .     Neither  are  any  wan    | 
fo  furious  and  bloody,  or  of  fo  long  continuance,   i 
as  thofe  occafioned  by  difference  in  opinion,  efpe- 
cially  if  it  be  in  things  indifierent. 
-   Sometimes  the  quarrel  between  two  princes -is 
to  decide,  which  of  them  fhall  difpoilefs  a  third 
of  his  dominions,  where  neither  of  them  pretend 
fo  any  right.     Sometimes  one  prince  quarrelleth 
with  another,  for  feso*  the  other  (hould  quarrel 
with  him.    Sometimes  a  war  is  entered  upoh,  be- 
caufe  the  enemy  is  too  Jtrong ;  and  fomerimesbe- 
caufe  he  is  too  weak.     Sometimes  otir  neighboitir^ 
want  the  things  which  we  have,  or  have  the  thiiigs 
which  we  want;  and  we  both  fight,  till  they  take 
ours,  or  give  us  theirs.     It  is  a  very  juflifiable 
cauie   of  a  war,  to  invade  a  country  after  the 
people  have  been  wafted  by  faming,  deftroyed'by 
peftilence,  or  embroiled  by  factions  sonbng  th^n- 
ielves.     It  is  juftifiable  to  enter  into  a  war  againft 
our  neareft  ally,  when  one  of  his  towns  lies  coh- 
Tcnient  for  us,  or  a  territory  of  land  that  wo^Id 
render  our  dominions  round  and  cjompaA'.     If  a 
prince  fends  forces  into  a  nation  where  the  peo- 
ple are  poor  and  ignorant,  he  may  lawfully  put 
half  of  them  to  death,  and  make  flaives  of  the 
reft,  in  order  to  civilize  and  reduce  them  froih 
their  barbarous  way  of  living.     It  is  a  very  king- 
ly, honourable,  and  frequent  praftice,  when  one 
I  prince 

,  *  The  coiovr  and  make  of  facred  vcflmentSi   and  dificrcnt 
orders  of  Popi(h  <ecdc(ia^c&.    llinu\iej« 
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prince  defircs  the  affiftance  of  another  to  fecure 
bim  agalnft  an  invafion,  that  the  afEftant^  when 
be  had  driven  out  the  inyader,  fliould  feize  on 
<he  dominions  himfclf,  and  kill,  imprifon,  or 
bani(h  the  prince  he  came  to  relieve.  Alliance 
by  blood,  or  marriage,  is  a  frequent  caufe  of  war 
between  princes ;  and  the  neaixr  the  kindred  is, 
the  greater  is  their  diipofition  to  qu^rel :  Poor 
nations  are  hungry ,  and  rich  nations  are  proud; 
and  pr\de  and  hunger  will  ever  be  at  variance. 
For  thefc  reafons,  the  trade  of  a  foldier  is  held 
l&e  moft  honourable  of  all  others  \  becaufe  o^foU 
Mer  is  a  Tahoo  hired  to  kill  in  cold  blood  as  manf 
of  his  own  fpecies,  who  have  never  offended 
bim,  as  pof&bly  he  can. 

There  is  lifcewifc  a  kind  of  beggarly  princes  In 
Surope,  not  able  to  make  war  by  themfelves, 
^ho  hire  out  their  troops  to  richer  nations,  for 
So  much  a  day  to  each  man  ;  of  which  they  keep 
three-fourths  to  themfelves,  and  it  is  the  beft 
|>arc  of  their  maintenance ;  fuch  are  thofe  In 
many  northern  parts  of  Europe. 

What  you  have  told  me  {faid  my  matter)  upoia 
the  iubjeft  of  war,  does  indeed  difcover  moft 
admirably  the  effefts  of  that  reafon  you  pretend 
to :  However  it  is  happy  that  xhtjhame  is  greater 
than  the  danger :  and  that  nature  has  left  you 
Utterly  incapable  of  doing  much  mifchief.  For, 
your  mouths  lying  flat  with  your  faces,  you 
can  hardly  bite  each  other  to  any  purpofe,  un* 
lefs  by  confent.  Then  as  to  the  claws  upon  your 
feet  before  and  behind,  they  are  fo  (hort  and 
Vol.  V.  H  h  vtw'i^x^ 
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tender,  that  one  of  our  Taboos  would  drive  a 
dozen  of  yours  before  him.  And  therefore,  in 
recounting  the  numbers  of  thofe  who  have  been 
killed  in  batde,  I  cannot  but  think  jou  hzyefaid 
the  thing  vjhich  is  not. 

I  could  not  forbear  fhaking  my  head,  and 
fmiling  a  little  at  his  ignorance.  And  being  no 
ftranger  to  the  art  of  war,  I  gave  him  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  cannons,  culverins,  mufquets,  carabines, 
piftob,  bullets,  powder,  fwords,  bayonets,  bat- 
tles, fieges,  retreats,  attacks,  undermines,  coun- 
termines, bombardments,  fea-fights,  (hips  funk 
with  a  thoufand  men,  twenty  thoufand  killed  on 
each  fide,  dying  groans,  limbs  flying  in  the  air, 
fmoke,  noife,  confufion,  trampling  to  death  un-  / 
dcr  horfes  feet ;  flight,  purfuit,  viftory  j  fields 
flrewed  with  carcafles,  left  for  food  to  dogs  and 
wolves,  and  birds  of  prey  j  plundering,  ftrip- 
plng,  ravifliing,  burning  and  deftroying.  And 
to  fet  forth  the  valour  of  my  own  dear  country- 
men, I  aflured  him,  that  I  had  feen  them  blow 
up  an  hundred  enemies  at  once  in  a  flege,  and  as 
many  in  a  fhip;  and  beheld  dead  bodies  drop 
down  in  pieces  from  the  clouds,  to  the  great  di- 
verfion  of  the  fpeftators  *. 

I 

*  It  would  perhaps  he  impoflible,  by  the  mod  laboured  arga- 
ment  or  forcible  eloquence,  to  (hew  the  abfurd  inju(Hce  and  hor- 
rid cruelty  of  war  fo  effeAually,  as  by  this  fimple  exhibition  of 
them  in  a  new  light.  With  war,  including  every  fpedes  of  ini- 
quity, and  every  art  of  dedru^Hon,  we  become  familiar  by  de- 
grees, under  fpecious  terms,  which  are  fcldom  examined,  bc- 
csLuCc  thicy  are  learned  at  an  age,  in  which  th«  mind  implicitly 

Kceives 
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I  was  going  on  to  more  particulars^  when  my 
mailer  commanded  me  iilence.  He  faid,  who- 
ever underftood  the  nature  of  Tahoos^  might 
eafily  believe  it  poffible  for  fo  vile  an  animal  to 
be  capable  of  every  aAion  I  had  named,  if  their 
firength  and  cunning  equalled  their  malice.  But 
as  my  difcourfe  had  increafed  his  abhorrence  of 
the  whole  fpeciesi  fo  he  found  it  gave  him  a 
difturbance  in  his  mind,  to  which  he  was  whol- 
ly a  ftranger  before.  He  thought  his  ears,  be- 
ing ufed  to  fuch  abominable  words,  might  by  de- 
grees admit  them  with  lefs  deteftation.  That 
although  he  hated  the  Taboos  of  this  country, 
yet  he  no  more  blamed  them  for  their  odious 
qualities^  than  he  did  a  Gnnayh  (a  bird  of  prey) 
for  its  cruelty,  or  a  (harp  ftone  for  cutting  his 
hoof'  But  when  a  creature,  pretending  to  rea- 
ibn,  could  be  capable  of  fuch  enormities,  he 
dreaded,  left  the  corruption  of  that  faculty 
might  be  worfe  than  brutality  itfelf.  He  Teemed 
H  h  2  therefore 

rcceifes  tnd  retaini  whatever  is  tmpred.  Thus  it  happens,  when 
one  man  morders  another  to  gratify  hie  lud,  we  (hudder  ;  but 
when  one  man  murders  a  million  to-  gratify  his  vanity,  we  ap- 
prove and  we  admire,  we  envy  and  we  applaud.  If,  when  this 
and  the  preceding  pages  are  read,  we  difcovcr  with  adoniih" 
nent,  that  when  the  iame  events  have  occurred  in  hifloiy,  we 
felt  no  emotion,  and  acquiefccd  in  wars  which  we  could  not 
bat  know  to  have  been  commenced  for  fuch  cauies,  and  carried. 
00  by  iuch  means ;  let  not  him  be  cenfurcd  for  too  much  debaf^ 
ing  his  ipecies,  who  has  contributed  to  their  felicity  and  pre- 
icrvation,  by  ftripping  o/fthe  veil  of  cudom  and  prejudice,  and 
holding  up,  in  their  native  deformity,  the  vices  by  which  they 
become  wretched,  and  the  arts  by  which  they  are  dcftroycd* 
Ha-wkef. 
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therefore  confident,  that  inftead  of  reafon,  we 
were  only  poflefled  of  (bme  quality  fitted  to  cn- 
creafe  our  natural  vices  ;  as  the  refleftion  from 
a  troubled  ftream  returns  the  image  of  an  ill- 
ftiapcn  body,  not  only  larger^  but  more  dlftoried. 

He  added,  that  he  had  heard  too  much  up- 
on the  fubjcfl  of  war,  both  in  this,  and  fom^ 
former  difcourfes.  There  was  another  pointy 
which  a  little  perplexed  him  at  prefent.  I  had 
informed  him,  that  fomc  of  our  crew  left  their* 
country  on  account  of  being  ruined  by  lano^ 
that  I  had  already  explained  the  meaning  of  the 
word :  But  he  was  at  a  lofs  how  it  fliould  come 
fo  pafs,  that  the  /ow,  which  was  intended  for 
every  man's  prcfervation,  fhould  be  any  mao't 
rum.  Therefore  he  defircd  to  be  farther  fatif- 
fied  what  I  meant  by  law^  and  the  iifpenfers  there- 
of, according  to  the  prefent  practice  \w  my  owtt 
coufntry:  Becaufe  he  thought  naturt  and  reafm^ 
were  fufficient  guides  for  a  reafonable  animal,, 
as  we  pretended  to  be,  in  (hewing  us  what  wc 
ought  to  do,  and  what  to  avoid. 

I  affiared  his  Honour,  that  laio  was  a  fcience 
in  which  I  had  not  much  converfed,  further 
than  by  employing  advocates  in  vain  upon  fome 
injuftices  that  had  been  done  me;  however  I 
would  give  him  all  the  fatisfa^lion  I  was  able. 

I  faid,  there  was  a  fociety  of  men  among  us,, 
bred  up  from  their  youth  in  the  art  of  proving, 
by  words  muhiplied  for  the  purpofe,  that  ivhite- 
is  hlacl^  and  black  is  whiU^,  according  as  they  are 

paid^ 
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paid  *.  To  this  fociety  all  the  reft  of  the  people 
are  flaves.  For  example,  if  my  neighbour  hath 
a  mind  to  my  cow^  he  hires  a  lawyer  to  prove 
that  he  ought  to  have  my  cohjj  from  me.  I  mufl: 
then  hire  another  to  defend  my  right,  it  being 
againft  all  rules  of  law^  that  any  man  fhould  be 
allowed  to  fpeak  for  himfclf.  Now,  in  this  cafe,  I,, 
who  am  the  right  owner,  lie  under  two  great 
difadvantages  ;  firft^  my  lawytry  being  pradHfed 
almoft  from  his  cradle  in  defending  falfhood, 
IS  quite  out  of  his  element  when  he  woiild  be  a» 
advocate  for  juftice,  which  is  an  unnatural  office,, 
he  always  attempts  with'  great  aukwardnfefs,  if 
not  with  ill  will.  The  fecond  difadvantage  is,- 
that  my  laivyer  muft  proceed  with  great  caution,. 
or  elfe  he  will  be  reprimanded  by  the  judges j  and 
abhorred  by  his  brethren  as  one  that  would  lef-i 
fen  the  praftice  of  the  laiv.  And  therefore  I 
have  but  two  methods  to  preferve  my  cow^  The 
firft  is,  to  gain  over  my  adverfary's  ianvyervrixh 
a  double  fee  j  who  will  then  betray  his  client,^^by^ 
iafinuatlng^  that  he  hathjufiice  on  his  fide.  The^ 
fecond  way  is,  for  my  lawyer  to  makb  my  caufe 
appear  as  unju/I  as  he  can,  by  allowing  the  cow 
to  belong  to  my  advei'fary ;  and  this,  if  it  be 
jkilfully  done,  will  certainly  befpeak  the  fevour 
of  the  bench.  Now,  your  Honour  is  to  know^, 
that  ihefcjtsdges  are  perfons  appointed  to  decide 
all  controverfiei  of  property ,r  as  well  as  for  the 
H  h  3  trial 

•  As  in  ?very  cauic  Counfel  arc  fccM*  on  both  fides,  it  can- 
Bot  be  pretended    that   this  account  is  much    exaggerated; 
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trial  of  criminals,  and  picked  out  from  the  moft: 
dextrous  lawyers  who  are  grown  dtd  or  lazy ;  and 
having  been  biafled  all  their  lives  againd  truth  and 
equity,  lie  under  fuch  a  fatal  ncccffity  of  fy^our-^ 
ing  fraud,  perjury,  and  opprieffion,  that  I  havtf 
known  ibme  of  them  refufc  a  large  bribe  from^ 
the  fide  where  juftice  lay,  rather  than  injure  thet 
faculty  by  doing  any  thing  unbecoming  their  na- 
ture or  their  office.  » 
.  It  is  a  maxim  among  thefe  lawyers,  tfait  what- 
ever hath  been  done  before,  may  legally  be  doner 
again  :  And  therefore,  they  take  fpecial  care  ta 
record  all  the  deciflons  formerly  made  againflr 
common  juilice,  and  the  general^eaibn  of  man^ 
kind.  Thefe,  under  the  name  of  precedefOs^ 
they  produce  as  authorities  to  juftify  the  mofV 
iniquitous  opinions,  and  the  judges  never  £ail  of 
dire£Ung  accordingly. 

In  pleading,  they  ftudioufly  avoid  entering  inta^ 
the  merits  of  the  caufe;  but  are  loud,  iviolentf. 
and  tedious,  in  dwelling  upon  all  drcunfiancer 
which  are  .not  to  the  purpofe.^  •  For  indance,  kv 
the  cafe  already  mentioned  :  Thef  ■  never  deilref 
to  know  what  claim  or  title  my  adverfary  hath- 
to  niy  cotD ;  but  whether  the  faid  coio  tirere  red  or' 
black;  her  horns  long  or  fhort ;  whether  the 
frcld  I  graze  her  m  be  round  or  fquarc  ;  whether 
ilie  wias  omilked  iat  home  or  abroad  ;  what  diieaied 
flie  is  fubje<SI  to,  and  the  like  ;  after  whkh  they. 
conflilt  precedents^  adjourn  the  caufe  from  time 
to  time,  and  in  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years,  come 
to  an  iflue. 

U. 


It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved^  that  this  focietyr 
^ath  a  peculiar  cant  and  jargon  of  their  own, 
•hat  no  other  mortal  can  underftand,  and  where- 
in  all  their  laws  are  written,  which  they  take 
^ckd  care  to  multiply;  whereby  they  have 
wholly  confounded  the  very  eflence  of  truth  and 
Falfhood,  of  right  and  wrong  ^  fb.  that,  it  .^ill 
take  thirty  years  to  decide,  whether  the  field  left 
me  by  my  anceftors  for  fix  generations,  belongs 
feo  me,  or  to  a  ftranger  three,  hundred  mlle^l^flQl' 

In  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed.for  qii^i^ 
s^aind  the  flate,  the  method  !»  much  mort  iliorti 
and  comntendable  :  The  judge  firft  fends  tor 
found  the  difpofitton  of  thofe  in-  powor^  after 
which:  he  caa  eafily  hang  or  {ave  a  crimina}^ 
AriQif  prefer ving  all  due  forms  ,of  la^k 

Here  ray  mafler  interpofing,  faid-  it  was  a  pityr 
tbat  croatures  endued  with  fuch  prodigious  abi^ 
lities  of  mind',  as  thefe  laiuyers  by  the  defcriptioa 
I  gave  of  them  muft  certainly  be,  were  not  rather 
tiKouraged  'to*  be  inibu^rs  of  others  m  wifdonr. 
and  knowledge!^  In  laoiwer  to  w^ich  I  affured 
his  Hdnbur,  that  in;  slU  pcMts  out  of  their  own< 
trade,  they  were  ufusl^vhemoft  ignorant  and 
ftupid  generation  among  us,  die  moft  defpicabl^ 
lb-  cotntnon  cbnverfatioii,  avowed  enemies  to  ill 
kaowiedge  and  Jearnlng,  andeq^uaiiy  difpofed  tou 
pervert  the  general  reafbu  of  mankitid'  in-  evj^ 
^htt  fubjeft  of'difcourfe>  ittifl  Aat  of  their  d^ 
prdfeiHdii'. 

'  ,  CHAP. 
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C    H    A    P.      VI.  J, 

A  continuation  of  the  flate  of  England  under  ^ueen 
Anne.     The  character  of  a  firft  tmntfter  of  Jlate  ■ 


in  European  courts. 


MY  matter  was  yet  whoMy  at  a  lofi  to  nn-  j 
derttand  what  motives  could  incite  this  ! 
race  of  lawyers^  to  perplex,  difquiet,  and  weaiy 
themfelves,  and  engage  in  a  confederacy  of  in- 
juftice,  merely  for  the  fake  of  injuring  their  fel- 
low-animals ;  neither  could  he  comprehend  what 
I  meant  in  faying,  they  did  it  for  hire.  Where- 
upon I  was  at  much  pains  to  defcribe  to  him  the 
ufe  of  money^  the'  materials  it  was  made  of,  and 
the  value  of  the  metals  j  that  when  a  Tahoo  had 
got  a  great  ttore  of  this  precious  fld^ftance,  he 
was  able  to  purchase  whatever  he  had  a  mind  to» 
the  fineft  cloathing,  the  nobleft  houies^  great 
trails  of  land,  the  mOft  coftly  meats  and  drinks^ 
and  have  his  choice  of  the  moft  beautiful  females. 
Therefore,  fince  money  alone  was  able  to  perform 
all  thefe  feats,  our  Tahoos  thought  they  could 
sever  have  enough  of  it  to  fpend,  or  to  £ive,  as 
they  found  themfelves  inclioai  from  their  natural 
bent  either  to  profufion  or  avarice  :  That  the 
rich  man  enjoyed  the  fruit  of  the  poor  man's 
labour,,  and  the  latter  were  a  thoufand  to  one  in 
'proportion  to  the  former :  That  the  bulk  of  our 

people 
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j  people  were  forced  to  live  miferably,  by  labour- 
f=ifig  every  day  for  ftnall  wages^  to  make  a  i^:w 
plivc  plentifully.  I  enlarged  myfclf  much  on  thcfc^ 
I  stod  many  other  particulars  to  the  fame  purpofc : 
Aat  his  Honour  was  ftill  to  feek  ;  for  he  went 
"^pon  a  fuppofition,  that  all  animals  had  a  title 
to  their  (hare  in  the  productions  of  the  earthy 
and  efpecially  thofc  who  prefided  over  the  reft. 
Therefore  he  defired  I  would  let  him  know, 
viiat  thefe  coftly  meats  were,  and  how  any  of  ua 
happened  to  want  them.  Whereupon  I  enume- 
.  rated  as  many  forts  as  came  into  my  head,  with 
the  various  methods  of  dreiling  them,  which 
covfekl  not  be  done  without  fending  veflels  by  fes 
to  eycry  part  of  the  world,  as  well  for  liquors  to 
drink,  as  for  fauces,  and  innunaerable  otheir 
Gonveniencies.  I  affured  him,  that  this  whole 
globe  of  earth  muft  be  at  leaft  three  times  gone 
yound,  before  one  of  our  better  female  Tako9S 
cofuld  get  her  breakfaft,  or  a  cup  to  put  it  in.  He 
£iid,  that  muft  needs  be  a  miferable  country  whicb 
cannot  furnifti  food  for  its  own  inhabitants.  Bttt 
what  he  chiefly  wondered  at  was,  how  fuch  vaft. 
ftrafts  of  ground,  as  I  defcribed,  fhould  be 
wholly  without  frejh  wafer j  and  the  people  put 
to  the  neceffity  of  (ending  over  the  fea  for  drink. 
I  replied,  that  England  (the  dear  place  of  my 
i^ativity)  was  computed  to  produce  three  times 
the  quantity  of  food,,  more  than  its  inhalMtants 
are  able  to  con  fume,  as  well  as  liquors  extradled 
from  grain,  or  prefled  out  of  the  fruits  of  cer- 
tjua  tcees^    wliich  made  excellent  drink;  aad 

the 
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the  fame  proportion  in  every  other  convenience 
of  life.  But  in  order  to  feed  the  luxury  and 
intemperance  of  the  males,  and  the  vanity  of  the 
females,  we  fent  away  the  greateft  part  of  our 
ncceflary  things  to  other  countries ;  from  whence 
we  in  return  brought  the  materials  of  difeafesi 
folly,  and  vice,  to  fpend  among  ourfelves.  Hence 
it  follows  of  neceffity,  that  vaft  numbers  of  our 
people  are  compelled  to  feek  their  livelihood  by 
begging,  robbing,  ftealing,  cheating,  pimping, 
flattering,  fuborning,  forfwearing,  forging,  gam* 
ing,  lying,  fawning,  heAoring,  voting,  fcribling, 
ftar-gazing,  poifoning,  whoring,  canting,  libel- 
ing, free-thinking,  and  the  like  occupations : 
Every  one  of  which  terms  I  was  at  much  pains  to 
make  him  underftand. 

That  nvine  was  not  imported  among  us  from 
foreign  countries  to  fupply  the  want  of  water,  or 
other  drinks,  but  becaufe  it  was  a  fort  of  liquid, 
which  made  us  merry  by  putting  us  out  of  our 
fenfes,  diverted  all  melancholy  thoughts,  begat 
wild  extravagant  imaginations  in  the  brain,  raifed 
our  hopes,  and  banifhed  our  fears,  fufpended 
every  office  of  reafon  for  a  time,  and  deprived 
us  of  the  ufe  of  our  limbs,  till  we  fell  into  a 
profound  fleep  j  although  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
that  we  always  awaked  fick  and  difpirited  ;  and 
that  the  ufe  of  this  liquor,  filled  us  with  difeafes, 
which  made  our  lives  uncomfortable  and  ihort  *. 

But 

•  This  account  excites  ideas  of  drunken nefs,  very  different 
from  thofc  which  arc  conceived  under  the  tcrn>s  by  whiJcb  it 
-tt  gwcrally  cxprcffcd.    Haw*^    - 
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But  befidc  all  this,  the  bulk  of  our  people  fup- 
ported  thcmftlves  by  fumifhing  the  neceffitici 
or  conveniencies  of  life  to  the  rich,  and  to  each 
other.  For  inftance,  when  I  am  at  home,  and 
drefled  as  1  ought  to  be,  I  carry  on  my  body  the 
workmanfhip  of  an  hundred  tradefmen ;  the 
building  and  furniture  of  my  houfe  employ  as 
many  more,  and  five  times  the  number  to  adorn 
my  wife. 

I  was  going  on  to  tell  him  of  another  fort  of 
people,  who  get  their  livelihood  by  attending  the 
fick,  having  upon  fome  occafions  informed  his 
Honour  that  many  of  my  crew  had  died  of  di£- 
eafes.  But  here  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
that  I  brought  him  to  apprehend  what  I  meant* 
He  could  eafily  conceive,  that  a  Houyhnhnm 
grew  weak  and  heavy  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
or  by  fome  accident  might  hurt  a  limb  .*  But 
that  nature,  who  works  all  things  to  perfection, 
(hould  fufier  any  pains  to  breed  in  our  bodies, 
he  thought  it  impo0ible,  and  deiired  to  know 
the  reafon  of  fo  unaccountable  an  evil.  I  told 
him,  we  fed  on  a  thoufand  things,  which  operated 
contrary  to  each  other  :  That  we  eat  them  when 
we  were  not  hungry,  and  drank  without  the 
provocation  of  thirft  :  That  we  fat  whole  nights 
drinking  ftrong  liquors  without  eating  a  bit, 
which  difpofed  us  to  floth,  enflamed  our  bodies, 
and  precipitated  or  prevented  digeftion  :  That 
proftitute  female  Taboos  acquired  a  certain  ma-> 
lady,  which  bred  rottennefs  in  the  bones  of  thofe 
who  fell  into  their  embraces  :  That  this  and 
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many  other  difeafes  were  propagated  from  hdict 
to  fon ;  fo  that  great  numbers  pome  into  the 
worid  with  complicated  maladies  upon  them: 
That  it  would  be  endleis  to  give  him  a  catalogue 
of  ajl  difeafes  incident  to  human  bodies ;  for 
thby  could  not  be  fewer  than  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred fpread  over  every  limb  and  joint ;  in  ifaort^ 
«very  part,  external  and  inteftine,  having  dif- 
eafes appropriated  to  itfelf.  To  remedy  which, 
there  was  a  fort  of  people  bred  up  among. us  in 
the  proftffion,  or  pretence,  of  coring  <hc  ficL 
And  becaufe  I  had  ibme  ikill  in  the  faculty,  I 
would,  in  gratitude  to  bis  Honour,  let  him  know 
the  v^hole  myftery  and  method  hj  which  they 
proceed. 

Their  fundamental  is,  that  aU  difea&s  arift 
from  repletion  ;  from  whence  they  conclude,  that 
a  great  evacuation  of  the  body  is  necefiary,  ^thef 
through  the  natural  paflage,  or  upwards  at  tidbr 
mouth.     The  next  bufinefs  is,  from  herbs,  mi- 
nerals, gums,  oils,  fhells,  falts,  juices,  fea-weed, 
excrements,    barks    of    trees,    ierpents,    toads, 
frogs,  fpiders,  dead  mens  fie(h  and  bones,  birds, 
leads,  and  fifhcs,   to   form  a  eompo^tion  for 
fmell  and  tafte  the  mofl  abominal^e,  nauieous, 
and  deteftablc,  they  can  poffibly  contrive,  which 
the  ftomach  immediatd/ rejcib  with  loathing; 
^nd  this  they  call  a  votntt :  Or  elfe,  from  the  fame 
ftore-houfe,    with  fome  other  poifooous  addi- 
tions, they  command  us  to  take  in  at  the  orifice, 
above  or  below^  (juft  as  the  phyfician  then  happens 
to  be  difpofed)  a  medicine  equally  annoying  and 
\  diftgiiftful 
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difguftful  to  the  bowels  ;  which,  relaxmg  the 
belly,  drives  down  all  before  it;  and  this  they 
call  a  purge  or  a  drifter.  For  nature  (as  the 
phyiicians  alledge)  having  intended  the  fuperior 
anterior  orifice  only  for  the  intromiffion  of  folids 
and  liquids,  and  the  inferior  pofterior  for  ejec- 
tion; thefe  artifts  ingenioufly  confidering  that 
in  ail  difeafes  nature  is  forced  out  of  her  feat, 
therefore  to  replace  her  in  it,  the  body  muft  be 
-treated  in  a  manner  direftly  contrary,  by  inter- 
-changing  the  ufe  of  each  orifice ;  forcing  folids 
and  liquids  in  at  the  anusy  and  making  evacua« 
tions  at  the  mouth. 

But  befides  real  difeafes,  we  are  fubjeA  to 
many  that  arc  only  imaginary,  for  which  the 
phyficians  have  invented  imaginary  cures.  Thelc 
liave  their  feveral  names,  and  fo  have  the  drugs 
that  are  proper  for  them ;  and  with  thefe  our 
iemale  Taboos  are  always  infefted. 

One  great  excellency  in  this  tribe,  is  their  fkill 
at  prognojtics^  wherein  they  feldom  fail  5  their 
predictions  in  real  difeafes,  when  they  rife  to  any 
degree  of  malignity,  generally  portending  ieath^ 
which  is  always  in  their  power,  when  recovery  is 
not :  Aad  therefore,  U{k>n  any  uhexpedled  figns 
of  amendment  after  they  have  pronounced  theif 
fentence,  rather 'than  bfc  accufed  as  falfe  pro- 
phets, they  know  how  to  approve  their  fagacitjf 
to  the  world,  by  a  feafonable  dofe. 

They  are  like  wife  of  fpecial  ufe  to  huibands 

and  wives,  who  are  grown  weary  of  their  mates  1 

VoL.V.  11  to 
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to  cldeft  fons^  to  great  minifters  of  ftatc,  and 
often  to  princes. 

I  had  formerly,  upon  occafion,  difconiiicd  with 
mj  ma(ter  upon  the  nature  of  government  in  ge- 
neraly  and  particularly  of  our  own  excellent  con^ 
Jl'Uuthn^  delerredly  the  wonder  and  envy  of  the 
whole  world.  But  having  here  accidentally  men- 
tioned a  minifier  ofjlate^  he  commanded  me,  fome 
time  after,  to  inform  him,  what  fpecics  of  Tabn 
I  particularly  meant  by  that  appellation. 

I  cold  him,  that  a  firft  or  chief  minifter  of 
fiate,  who  was  the  perfon  I  intended  to  defcribe, 
was  a  creature  wholly  exempt  from  joy  and  grief, 
love  and  hatred,  pity  and  anger  \  at  leaft,  makes 
ufe  of  no  other  paffions,  but  a  violent  defire  of 
.  wealth,  power,  and  titles  \  that  he  applies  his 
^ords  40  all  ufes,  except  to  the  indication  c^  his 
^oind  ;  that  he  never  tells  a  truths  but  with  an 
intent  that  you  fhould  take  it  for  a  lie  «•  nor  a 
//>,  but  with  a  defign  that  you  fhould  take  it  for 
a  truths  That  thofe  he  fpeaks  worft  of  behind 
their  backs,  are  in  the  fureft  way  of  preferment ; 
and  whenever  he  begins  to  praife  you  to  others, 
or  to  yourfelf,  you  are  from  that  day  fbrlom* 
The  worft  mark  you  can  receive  is  a  promife^ 
efpecially  when  it  is  confirmed  with  aA  oath ; 
after  which  every  wife  man  retires^,  and  gives 
over  all  hopes. 

There  are  three  methods,  by  which  a  man 
may  rife  to  be  chief  minifter.  The  firft  is  by 
{knowing  how  with  prudence  to  difpofe  of  a  wife, 
a  daughter,  or  a  fifter :  The  fecond,  by  betraying 

or 
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or  uridcrrnining  his  predeceflbr  :  And  the  third 
is,  by  2i  furious  zeal^  in  public  aflemblies,  againft 
the  corruptions  of  the  court.  But  a  wife  pnnce 
would  rather  choofe  to*  employ  thofe,  wha 
pradife  the  laft  of  thefe  methods  ;  becaufe  fuch/ 
zealots  prove  always  die  moft  obfequious  and 
fubfervient  to  the  wiU  and  paffions  of  their 
mafters.  That  thefe  miniftersy  having  all  employ-- 
ments  at  their  difpofal,  preferve  themfelve^.  la 
power,  by  bribing  the  majority  of  a  fcnate  or 
great  council  5  and  at  laft,  by  an  expedient  called 
2x1  fl^  of  indemnity^  (whereof  I  defcribed  the  nature 
to  him)  they  fecure  themfelves  from  after-reckon- 
ings, and  retire  from  the  public,  laden  with  the 
(polls  of  the  nation. 

The  palace  of  a  chief  mintfler^  is  a  feminary  to 
breed  up  others  in  his  own  trade  :  The  pages, 
lacquies,  and  porter,  by,  imitating  their  mafter,. 
become  minijfers  ofjlate  in  their  feveral  diftri^ls, 
and  learn  to  excel  in  the  three  principal  ingredi^ 
entSy  of  tnfolencc^  h^^gt  and  bribery.  According- 
ly they  have  a  fubaltem  court  paid  to  them  by 
perfons  of  the  beft  rank  -,  and  fometimes,  by  die 
force  of  dexterity  and  impudence,  arrive  through 
feveral  gradations  to  be  fucceffors  to  their  lord. 

He  is  ufually  governed  by  a  decayed  wench, 
or  favourite  footman,  who  are  the  funnels 
through  which  all  graces  are  conveyed,  and  may 
properly  be  called,  in  the  lajl  reforty  the  governors 
of  the  kingdom.  One  day  in  difcourfe,  my 
mafter,  having  heard  me  mention  the  nobility  of 
my  qountry,  was  pleafed  to  make  me  a  compli- 
I  i  2  taeat^ 
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mcnt,  which  I  could  not  pretend .  to  deferve : 
That  he  was  Aire,  I  muft  have  been  born  of 
ibme  noble  funily,  becaufe  I  far  exceeded  in 
ibape,  colour,  and  deanlinefs,  all  the  Taboos  of 
his  nation^  although  I  feemed  to  fail  in  (brength 
and  agility,  which  muft  be  imputed  to  my  dif« 
ferent  way  of  living  from  thofe  other  brutes ; 
and  beiides,  I  was  not  only  endued  with  the  fi« 
cultj  of  fpeech,  but  likewife  with  fome  rudiments 
of  reafoo,  to  a  degree  that  with  allr  his  acquaint^ 
ance  I  paiTed  iov  a  prodigy. 

He  made  rae  obferye^  that  among  the 
Houyhnhnms,  thd  nvhite^  xhcfornly  and  the  iron* 
grey^  were  not  fo  exaftly  fhaped  as  the  baj^  the 
dapple-grey^  and  the  black ;  nor  born  with  equal 
talents  of  mind,  or  a  capacity  to  improve  them ; 
and  therefore  continued  always  in  the  condition 
of  fervants,  without  ever  afpiring  to  match  out 
of  their  own  race,  which  in  that  country  would 
be  reckoned  monftrous  aiid  unnatural. 

I  made  his  Honour  my  moft  humble  acknow- 
ledgements, for  the  good  opinion  he  was  pleafed 
to  conceive  of  me  ;  but  aflured  him  at  the  fame 
time,  that  my  birth  was  of  the  lower  fort,,  having 
been  born  of  plain  honeft  parents,  who  were 
juft  able  to  give  me  a  tolerable  education ;  that 
nobiltty  among  us  was  altogether  a  difierent  thing 
from  the  idea  he  had  of  it  \  that  our  young  noble*^ 
men  are  bred  from  their  childhood  in  idlenefs 
and  luxury  ;  that,  as  fbon  as  years  will  permit, 
they  confume  their  vigour,  and  contraft  odious 
difeafes  among  lewd  females  \  and  when  their 

fortunes 
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fortunes  are  almoft  ruined,  they  maiTy  fome 
women  of  mean  birth,  difagreeable  perfon,  and 
unfound  conftitution,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
money,  whonv  they  hate  and-  defpHc  :  That  the 
produftion  of  fuch  marriages  are  generally  fcro- 
phulous,  ricketty,  or  deformed  children  5  by 
which  means  the  family  feldom  continues  above 
three  generations,  unlefs  the  wife  takes  care 
to  provide  a  healthy  father  among  her  neighs 
hours  or  domeftics,  in  order  to  improve  and  con- 
tinue the  breed  :  That  a  weak  difeafed  body,  a 
meagre  countenance,  and  fallow  complexion,  are 
the  true  marks  of  noble  blood  ;•  and  a  healthy* 
robuft  appearance  is  fo  difgraceful  in  a  man  of 
quality,  that  the  world  concludes  his  real  father 
to  *  have  been  a  groom^  or  a  coachman.  The  im- 
pcrfcftions  of  his  mind  run  parallel  with  thofe 
of  his  body,  being  a  compofition  of  fpleen,  duU 
nefs,  ignorance,  caprice,  fenfuality,  and  pride. 

Without  this  confent  of  this  illuftrious  "body,, 
no  law  can  be  enafted,  repealed,  or  altered  ;  and. 
thefe  nobles  have  likewife  the  dccifions  of  all  our/ 
pofleffions,  without  appeal. 


r  i  y  CHAR. 


*K 
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CHAP.     vir. 

The  autbof^s  |T^'  ^^^^  9f  ^^  native  country.  His- 
mafief^'s  obfervations  upon  the  confiitution  and  ad' 
tniniftration  of  England^  as  defcribedby  the  author , 
tuiih  parallel  cafes  and  comparifons*  His-  mqfiet^s 
obfervations  upon  human  nature*. 


THE  reader  may  be  dtipofed  to  wonder^ 
how  I  could  prerail  on  myfelf  to  give 
fo  free  a  rcprcfeiitation  of  my  own  fpecies,  a- 
aiong  a  race  of  mortals  who  are  ab-eady  too  apt 
to  conceive  the  vileft  opinion  of  human-kind, 
from  that  entire  congruity  betwixt  me  and  their 
Taboos.  But  I  muft  freely  confefs^  that  the  many 
virtues  of  thofe  excellent  ^adrupeds^  placed  in^ 
oppofite  view  to  human  corruptions,  had  fo  far 
opened  my  eyes,  ahd  enlarged  my  underftanding, 
that  I  began  to  view  the  aAions  and  pafiions  of 
man  in  a  very  different  light ;  and  to  think  the 
honour  of  my  own  kind  not.  worth  managing ;; 
which  befides  it  was  impof&ble  for  me  to  do, 
before  a  perfon  of  fo  acute  a  judgment  as  my 
mailer,  who  daily  convinced  me  of  a  tfaoufand 
faults  in  myfelf,  whereof  I  had  not  the  leaft  per- 
ception before,  and  which  with  us  would  never 
be  .numbered  even  among  human  infirmities*^ 
I  had  likewifelcarned,  from  his  example,  an  utter 

deteflatjon 


Ch.VII.   A  VoyAGfe/^/&H0UYHNHNMS.   37^ 

deteftatioa  of  all  faUhood  or  difguife  ;  and  truth 
appeared  fo  amiable  to  me,  that  I  determined  up-^ 
on  facrificing  every  thing  to  it. 

Let  me  deal  fo  candidly  with  the  reader,  as  ta 
confefs,  that  there  was  yet  a  much  ftronger  mo- 
tiTe  for  the  freedom  I  took  in  my  reprefentatioa 
of  things.    I  had  not  been  a  year  in  this  country, 
before  I  contracted  fuch  a  love  and  veneration  for 
the  inhabitants,  that  I  entered  on  a  firm  refolutioa 
never  to  return  to  human-kind,  but  to  pais  the  reft 
of  my  life  among  thefe  admirable  Houyhnhnms,, 
in  the  contemplation  and  practice  of  every  virtue,^ 
where  I  could  have  no  example  or  incitement  to^ 
▼ice.     But  it  was  decreed  by  fortime,  my  perpe* 
tual  enemy,  that  fo  great  a  felicity  fliould  not  fait 
to  my  fhare.     However  it  is  now  fome  comfort  to 
refl^A,  that  in  what  I  faid  of  my  countrymen,  I 
extenuated  their  faults  as  much  as  I  durft  before 
fo  ftri£t<  an  examiner  \  and  upon  every  article 
gave  as  favourable  a  turn,  as  the  matter  would 
bear.     For  indeed  who  is  there  alive,  that  will- 
not  be  fwayed  by  his  bias  and  partiality  to  thc- 
place  of  his  birth  ? 

I  have  related  the  fubftance  of  fevcral  con- 
verfations  I  had  with  my.mader,  during  the  greats- 
eft  part  of  the  time  I  had  the  honour  to  be  in 
Bis  fervice  j  but  have  indeed^  for  brevity's  fake^ 
omitted  much  more  than  is  here  fet  down. 

When  I  had  anfwered  all  his  queftions,  and 
his  curiofity  feemed  to  be  fully  iktisfied^.he  fent 
for  me  one  morning  early,  and  conunanding.me 
to  fit  down  at  fome  diftance  (an  honour  which  he 

had 
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had  never  before  conferred  upon  me),  he  iaid,h& 
had  been  very  ferkmilj  confidcrii^  mj  whole 
ftory,  as  far  as  it  related  bodi  to  myfclf  and  mj 
country  :  That  he  looked  upon  os  as  a  i(»t  of  a- 
nimab,  to  whofe  ihare,  by  what  accident  her 
could  not  conje6hire,  fome  fmall  pittaoce  ot 
reafon  had  fallen,  whereof  we  made  no  other  ufe, 
than  by  its  affiflance  to  aggravate  our  natural  cox-' 
ruptions,  and  to  acquire  new  ones,  wfakh  nature- 
had  not  given  us :  That  we  difarmed  oorfelves  of 
the  few  abilities  (he  had  beftowed  ;  had  been  very 
fuccefsfiil  in  multiplying  our  original  wants,  and 
feemed  to  fpend  our  whole  lives  in  vatn  endea* 
vours  to  fupply  them  by  our  own  inventions  r 
That  as  to  myfelf,  it  was  manifeft  I  had  ndther 
the  ftrength  or  agility  of  a  common  Tahoo  ;  that 
I  walked  infirmly  on  my  hinder  fret ;  had  fbundf 
'  out  a  contrivance  to  make  my  claws  of  no  ufe  or 
defence,  and  to  remove  the  hair  from  my  chin, 
which  was  intended  as  a  fhelter  from  the  fun  and- 
the*  weather.  Laftly,  that  I  could  neither  run 
with  fpecd,  nor  climb  trees  like  my  brethren  (as 
he  called  them)  the  Tahoos  in  this  country. 

That  our  inilitutions  of  government  and  lanu 
were  plainly  owing  to  our  grofs  defefts  in  reafon^ 
and  by  confequcnce  in  virtue;  becaufe  rea/on  alone 
is  fufficient  to  govern  a  rational  creature  ;  which 
was  therefore  a  charafter  we  had  no  pretence  to 
challenge,  even  from  the  account  I  had  given  of 
my  own  people  :  Although  he  manifeftly  perceiv- 
ed,, that  in  order  to  favour  thcm,,I  had  conceal- 
ed 
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cd  many  particulars,    and  often  fa'id  the  thing 
fuhich  was  not* 

He  was  the  more  confirmed  in  his  opinion^  be<* 
caufe  he  obferved,  that  as  I  agreed  in  every  feature 
of  my  body  with  other  JTahoos,  except  where  it 
was  to  my  real  difadvanrage,  in  point  of  (Irength, 
fpeed^  and  a^iyity,  the  ihortnefs  of  my  claws, 
and  fome  other  particulars  where  nature  had  no 
part  I  fo  from  the  reprefentation  I  had  given  him 
of  our  lives,  our  manners,  and  our  anions,  he 
found  as  near  a  refemblance  in  the  difpofition  of 
our  minds.  He  faid  the  Tdhoos  were  known  to 
hate  one  another,  more  than  they  did  any  diffisr* 
ent  fpecies  of  animals  ;  and  the  reafon  ufually  a& 
iigned  was,  the  odioufnefs  of  their  own  fhapes^ 
which  all  could  fee  in  the  red,  but  not  in  them- 
ifilves.  He  had  therefore  begun  to  think  it  not 
UDwife  in  us  to  cover  our  bodies,  and  by  that  in** 
▼ention,  conceal  many. of  our  deformities  from 
each  other,  which  would  elfe  be  hardly  fupport- 
able.  But  he  now  found  he  had  been  mlftaken, 
and  that,  the  diilenfions  of  thofe  brutes  in  his 
country,  were  owing  to  the  fame  caufe  with  ours, 
as  I  had  defcribed  them.  For  if  (faid  he)  you 
throw  among  five  Yahoos  as  much  food  as  would 
be  fufiicient  for  fifty,  they  will,  inflead  of  eatinff 
peaceably,  fall  together  by  the  e^rs,  each  fingle 
one  impatient  to  have  all  to  it/elf;  and  therirfore  a 
iervant  was  ufually  employed  to  (land  by  while 
they  were  feeding  abroad,  and  thofe  kept  at  Home 
were  tied  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  \  that  if 
a  cow  died  of  age  or  accident,  before  a  Houyhnhnm 

could 
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could  fecurc  it  far  his  own  Taboos ,  thofe  in  the 
neighbourhood  would  come  in  herds  to  feize  it, 
and  then  would  enfue  fuch  a  battle  as  I  had  de- 
fcribcd,  with  terrible  wounds  made  by  their  claws 
on  both  fides,  although  they  fcldom  were  able  to 
kill  one  another,  for  want  of  fuch  conveniexxt  in- 
ftruments  of  death  as  we  have  invented.  At  o- 
ther  times,  the  like  battles  have  been  fought  be- 
tween the  Taboos  of  fcveral  neighbourhoods,  with- 
out any  vUible  caufe  ;  thofe  of  one  diftriA  watch- 
ing all  opportunities  to  furprife  the  next,  before 
they  are  prepared.  But  if  they  find  thehr  proje6l 
hath  mifcarried,  they  return  home,  and,  for  want 
of  enemies,  engage  in  what  I  call  a  civil  war  among 
themfelves. 

That  in  fome  fields  of  his  country,  there  are 
certain  fbining  Jlones  of  feveral  colours,  whereof 
the  Taboos  are  violently  fond ;  and  when  part  of 
thefe  Jlones  is  fixed  in  the  earth,  as  it  fometimes 
happeneth,  they  will  dig  with  their  claws  for 
whole  days  to  get  them  out ;  then  cirry  them  a- 
way,  and  hide  them  by  heaps  in  their  kennels^ 
but  flill  looking  round  with  great  caution,  for  fear 
their  comrades  fhould  find  out  their  treafiire. 
My  mafler  faid  he  could  never  difcovcr  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  unnatural  appetite,  or  how  thtk  Jlones 
could  be  of  any  ufe  to  a  Taboo ;  but  now  he  be- 
lieved it  might  proceed  from  the  fame  principle 
of  avarice,  which  I  had  afcribed  to  mankind : 
That  he  had  once,  "by  way  of  experiment,  pri- 
vately removed  a  heap  of  thefe  Jlones  from  the 
place,  where  ooe  of  his  Taboos  had  buried  it : 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon  the  fordid  animal,  miffing  his  trea« 
fure,  by  his  loud  lamenting,  brought  the  whole 
herd  to  the  place,  vhere  mtferably  howled,  then 
£eU  to  biting  and  tearing  the  reft  $  began  to  pine 
away,  would  neither  eat,  nor  fleep,  nor  work, 
till  he  ordered  a  fervant  privately  to  convey  the 
Jlofi^/  into  the  fame  hole,  and  hide  them  as  be- 
fore ;  which  when  bis  Taboo  had  found,  he  pre- 
iendy  riecovered  his  fpirits  and  good  humour, 
but  took  care  to  remove  them  to  a  better  hiding^^ 
place,  and  hath  ever  fince  been  a  ver^  ferviceahle 
trute  ♦. 

Mf  mafter  farther  affiired  me^  which  I  alfo  ob- 
ierved  myfeif,  that  in  the  fields  where  Jhining 
.Jlones  abound,  the  £erceft  and  moft  frequent 
battles  are  fought,  occafioned  by  perpetual  in- 
roads of  the  neighbouring  Taboos. 

He  faid,  it  was  common,  when  two  Taboos  iit" 
covered  fuch  zjlonein  a  field,  and  were  contend- 
ing  which  of  them  fhould  be  the  prc^nrietor,.  a 
third  would  take  the  advantage,  and  carry  it  a^ 
way  from  them  both;  which  my  mafter  would 
needs  contend  to  have  fome  kind  of  refemblancc 
With  our  fuiU  at  law :  whenein  I  thought  it  for 
our  credit  not  to  undeceive  him,  fince  the  deci« 
fion  he  mentioned  was  much  more  equitable  than 
many  decrees  among  us  $  becaufe  the  plaintiff  and 
the  defendant  there  loft  nothing  befide  the  Jlom 
they  contended  for,  whereas  otu-  courts  of  equky 

would 

•  Nothing  can  be  (kid  to  make  ararice  a  greater  reproach  to 
nankind,  except  that  it  if  a  vice  which  tbii  description  will  not 
core*    Hawief, 
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would  never  have  difinified  the  caufe,  whik  dther 
of  them  had  anj  thing  left. 

Mj  mafter  continiiing  his  tfiicoorfe,  (aid,  there 
was  nothing  that  rendered  the  Taboos  more  odi- 
ous, than  their  undiftinguifhing  appetite  to  de- 
vour everjr  thing  that  came  in  dieir  way,  whether 
herbs,  roots,  berries,  the  corrupted  fleih  of  ani- 
mals, or  all  mingled  together :  And  it  was  pecu- 
liar in  their  temper,  that  they  ¥rere  fonder  of 
what  they  could  get  by  rapine  or  dealth  at  a 
greater  diflance,  than  much  better  food  jMovided 
for  them  at  home.  If  their  prey  held  out,  they 
would  eat  uU  they  were  ready  to  burft,  afterwhich 
nature  had  pointed  out  to  them  a  certain  fM^ 
that  gave  them  a  general  evacuation. 

There  was  atfb  another  kind  of  r«o/,  yerj/uicyf 
1)ut  fomewhat  rare  and  difficult  to  be  found, 
which  the  Taho6s  fought  for  with  much  eagemefs, 
«nd  would  fuck  it  with  great  delight ;  it  produced 
in  them  the  fame  efieAs,  that  wine  hath  upon  us. 
It  would  make  them  fometimes  hug,  and  fome- 
times  tear  oxie  .another  \  they  would  howl  and 
grin,  and  chatter,  and  reel,  and  tumble,  and  then 
£dl  afleep  in  the  mud. 

I  did  indeed  obferve,  that  the  Tahoos  were  the 
only  animals  in  this  country  fubjeift  to  any  dif- 
eafcs ;  which,  however,  were  much  fewer  than 
horfes  have  among  us,  and  contra£bed,  not  by  any 
ill  treatment  they  meet  with,  but  by  the  nirftinels 
and  grecdinefs  of  that  fordid  brute.  Neither  has 
their  language  any  more  than  a  general  appclla- 
.tion  for  thofe  maladies,  which  is  borrowed  from 
i  the 
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the  name  of  the  beaft,  and  called  hnea-yahoo  or 
the  Tahoo^s  evil  i  and  the  cure  prefcribed  is  a  mix- 
ture of  their  own  dung  and  urine^  forcibly  put 
down  the  TaMs  throat.  Thb  I  have  fince  often 
known  to  have  been  taken  with  fuccefs,  and  do 
here  freely  recommend  it  to  my  countrymen,  for 
the  public  good,  as  an  admirable  fpeciiic  againfl 
all  difeafes  produced  by  a  repletion. 

As  to  learning,  government,   arts,   manufac- 
tures, and  the  like,  my  mailer  confefled  he  could 
find  little  or  no  refemblance  between  the  Yahoos 
of  that  country  and  thofe  in  ours.     For  he  only 
meant  to  obferve,  what  parity  there  was  in  our 
natures.      He   had  heard  indeed  fome  curious 
Houyhnhnms  ob(ei*ve,  that  in  moft  herds  there 
was  a  fort  of  ruling  Tahoo  (as  among  us  tliere  b 
generally  fome  leading  or  principal  flag  in  a  |>ark) 
who  was  always  more  deformed  in  body,  and  mif* 
chie%Kus  in  difpofttion^  than  any  of  the  reft  :  That 
this  leader  had  ufually  a  favourite,  as  like  him/elf  2iS 
he  could  get,  whofe  employment  was  to  lick  his 
mqfler^s  feet  and  pojleriors^  and  drive  the  female 
Yahoos  to  his  kennel  *  \   for  which  he  was  now 
and  then  rewarded  with  a  piece  of  afs's  flefh. 
This  favourite  is  hated  by  the  whole  herd,  and 
therefore,  to  protect  himfclf,  keeps  always  near 
the  per/on  of  his  leader.     He  ufually  continues  in 
office,  till  a  worfe  can  be  found  ;   but  the  very 
moment  he  is  difcarded,  his  fucceiTor  at  the  head 
of  all  the  Yahoos  in  that  diftriA,  young  and  old» 
male  and  female,  come  in  a  body,  and  difcharge 
Vol.  V.  K  k  their 

^  Flattery  and  pimping.    Haivkef, 
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their  excrements  upon  him  from  head  to  foot. 
Lut  how  for  this  might  be  applicable  to  our  courts, 
and  favourites  J  and  mimjlers  of  Jlate,  my  mafter 
laid  I  could  beft  determine. 

I  durft  make  no  return  to  this  malicious  infi- 
nuation,  whkh  debafed  human  underftanding  be- 
low the  fagacity  of  a  common  hound,  who  hath 
judgment  enough  to  diftinguifh  and  follow  the 
cry  of  the  abkjl  dog  in  the  pack,  without  being 
ever  miflaken. 

My  mafter  told  me  there  were  fome  qualities 
remarkable  in  the  Tahoos,  which  he  had  not  ob- 
fcrved  me  to  mention,  or  at  leaft  very  llightly, 
in  the  accounts  I  had  given  him  of  human-kind. 
He  faid  thofe  animals,  like  other  brutes,  had  their 
females  in  common ;  but  in  this  they  difiered, 
that  the  fhe  Tahoo  would  admit  the  male,  while 
flie  was  pregnant  j  and  tliat  the  hees  would 
quarrel  and  £ght  with  the  females,  as  with  each 
other.  Both  which  pra£Uces  were  fuch  degrees 
of  infamous  brutality,  as  no  other  fenfitive^ crea- 
ture ever  arrived  at. 

Another  thing  he  wondered  at  in  the  Yahoos^ 
was  their  ftrange  difpofition  to  naftinefs  and  dirt ; 
whereas  there  appears  to  be  a  natural  love  of 
cleanlinefs  in  all  other  animals.  As  to  the  two 
former  accufations,  I  was  glad  to  let  thenvpafs 
without  any  reply,  becaufe  I  had  not  a  word  to 
offer  upon  them  in  defence  of  my  ipecies,  which 
otherwife  I  certainly  had  done  froni  my  own  in- 
clinations. But  I  could  have  eaiily  vindicated 
human-kind  from  the  imputation  of  finguhirity 

upooL 
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upon  the  laft  article,  if  there  had  been  any  /wine 
in  that  country  (as  unluckily  for  me  there  were 
not)  which  although  it  may  be  a  fiveeter  quadru^ 
ped  than  a  Tahoo^  cannot,  I  humbly  conceive,  in 
juflice  pretend  to  more  cleanlinefs  ;  and  fo  his 
Honour  himfelf  muft  have  owned,  if  he  had  feen 
their  filthy  way  of  feeding,  and  their  cullom  of 
wallowing  and  lleeping  in  the  mud. 

My  mafter  like  wife  mentioned  another  quality^ 
which  bfs  fervants  had  difcovered  in  feveral  Ta-- 
hoosy  and  to  him  was  wholly  unaccountable.  He 
faid,  a  fancy,  would  fometimes  take  a  Tahoo  to  re- 
tire into  a  corner,  to  lie  down,  and  howl  and 
groan,  and  fpurn  away  all  tliat  came  near  him, 
although  he  were  young  and  far,  wanted  neither 
food  nor  water,  nor  did  the  fervants  imagine  what 
could  poiEbly  ail  him.  And  the  only  remedy 
they  found  was,  to  fet  him  to  hard  work,  after 
which  he  would  infallibly  come  ta  hitnfelf.  To 
this  I  was  fileot  out  of  partiality  to  my  own  kind ; 
yet  here  I  could  plainly  difcover  the  true  feeds  of 
xht/pleeriy  which  only  feizeth  on  the  lazyy  the  /«.v- 
urious,  and  the  ricA ;.  who,  if  they  were  forced  to 
undergo  the  fame  regimetty  I  would  undertake  for 
the  cure. 

His  Honour  had  farther  obferved,  that  a  fe- 
male Tahoo  would  often  ftand  behind  a  bank  or 
a  bufli',  to  gaze  on  the  young  males  paffing  by, 
and  then  appear,  and  hide,  ufing  many  antic  ge- 
ftures  and  grimaces,  at  which  time  it  was  obferr-  . 
ed  that  fhe  had  a  moft  offenftve  fmell ;  and  when 
any  of  the  males  advanced,  would  flowly  retire, 
Kk  z  \^^vw4. 
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looking  ofiCD  back,  and  with  a  counterfeit  fhew 
of  fear,  run  o^into  (bme  convenient  place,  where 
Sic  knew  the  male  would  follow  her. 

At  other  times,  if  a  female  ftranger  came  a- 
xnong  them,  three  or  four  of  her  own  fex  would 
get  about  her,  and  flare,  and  chatter,  and  grin, 
and  fmell  her  all  over ;  and  then  turn  off  with 
gcitures,  that  fcemed  to  exprds  contempt  and 
difdain* 

Perhaps  my  mafter  might  re&ne  a  little  in  thefe 
fpeculations  which  he  had  drawn  from  what  he 
obferved  himfelf,  or  had  been  told  him  by 
others :  However,  I  could  not  reflcfl  without 
fomc  amazement,  and  much  forrow,  that  the 
rudiments  of  lewdnefs^  coquetry^  cenfure^  and 
fcandaly  fhould  have  place  by  inftinfk  in  woman* 
kind. 

I  expefted  every  moment,  that  my  matter 
would  accufe  the  Yahoos  of  thoTe  unnatural  ap- 
petites in  both  fexes,  fo  common  among  us.  But 
nature,  it  feems,  hath  not  been  fo  expert  a  fchool- 
miftrefs  j  and  thefe  politer  pleafures  are  entirely 
the  produ^ions  of  art  and  reafbn  on  our  iid^  of 
the  globe. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.        VIIL 

7he  author  relates  fever al particulars  of  the  Yahoos, 
The  great  virtues  of  the  Houyhnhnms.  The 
education  and  exercife  of  their  youth.  Their 
general  affembly. 


AS  I  ought  to  have  underftood  human  na- 
ture much  better,  than  I  fuppofed  it  poC- 
fible  for  my  mafter  to  do,  fb  it  was  eafy  to  apply 
the  chai^£l:cr  be  gave  of  the  Tahoos  to  myfelf, 
and  my  countrymen  ;  and  I  believed  1  could 
yet  make  farther  difcoveries  from  my  own  ob- 
fervation.  I  therefore  often  begged  his  Honour 
to  let  me  go  among  the  hei-ds  of  Tahoos  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  which  he  always  very  gra*- 
cioufly  confented,  being  perfe6Hy  convinced, 
that  the  hatred  I  bore  thofe  brutes  would  never 
fuffer  me  to  be  corrupted  by  them  ;  and  his  Ho»- 
nour  ordered  one  of  his  fervants,  a  ftrong  for- 
rel  nag,  very  honeft  and  good-natured,  to  be 
my  guard,  without  whofe  protedtion  I  durft  not 
undertake  fuch  adventures.  For  I  have  already 
told  the  reader,  how  much  I  was  peftered  by 
ihofe  odious  animals  upon  my  firft  arrival.  And 
I  afterwards  failed  very  narrowly  three  or  four 
times  of  falling  into  their  clutches,  when  I  hap- 
pened to  ftray  at  any  diftance  without  my  hanger. 
And  I  have  reafon  to  believe  they  had  fome  ima^. 
K  k  3  ginatioa 
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gination  that  I  was  of  their  own  fpecies,  which 
I  often  afSfted  myfelf  by  ftripping  up  my 
fleeves,  and  (hewing  my  naked  arms  and  breafls 
in  their  fight,  when  my  proteftor  was  with  me. 
At  which  times  they  would  approach  as  near  as 
they  durft,  and  imitate  my  aftions  after  the 
manner  of  monkies,  but  ever  with  great  figna 
of  hatred ;  as  a  tame  jaci-daw  with  cap  and 
Aockings  is  always  perfecutcd  by  the  wild  ones,. 
when  he  happens  to  be  got  among  them. 

They  are  prodigioufly  nimble  fi'om  their  in- 
fancy :  However  I  once  caught  a  young  male  of 
three  years  old,  and  endeavoured  by  all  marks ' 
of  tendernefs  to  make  it  quiet ;  but  the  Httle  imp 
fell  a  fqualUng,  and  fcratchlng,  and  biting  with 
fuch  violence,  that  I  was  forced  to  let  it  go  ^ 
and  it  was  high  time,  for  a  whole  troop  of  old 
ones  came  about  us  at  the  noife ;  but  finding  the 
cub  was.  fafe,  (for  away  it  ran),  and  my  forrel  nag 
being  by,  they  durft  not  venture  near  us.  I  ob- 
fcrvcd  the  young  animal's  flefli  to  fmell  very 
rank,  and  the  ftink  was  fomewhat  between  a 
nveafel  and  a  fox^  but  much  more  difagreeable. 
I  forgot  another  circumftance  (and  perhaps  I 
might  have  the  reader's  pardon  if  it  were  whol- 
ly omitted)  that  while  I  held  the  odious  vermin 
in  my  hands,  it  voided  its  filthy  excrements  of 
a  yellow  liquid  fubftancc  all  over  my  cloaths  \ 
but  b^  good  fortune  there  was  a  fmall  brook 
hard  by,  where  I  wafhed  myfelf  as  clean  as  I 
could  ;  although  I  durft  not  come  into  my  ma- 
tter's prefcncc,  until  I  wei-e  fufficicntly  aired. 

4t 
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By  what  I  could  difcover,  the  Taboos  appear 
CO  be  the  moft  unteachable  of  all  animals  ;  their 
capacities  never  reaching  higher  than  to  draw 
or  carry  burthens.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  thisdc- 
fc&  arifeth  chiefly  from  a  perverfe,  reftive  dif* 
pofitioii.  For  they  are  cunning,  malicious,  trea- 
cherous, and  revengeful.  They  are  ftrong  and 
hardy,  but  of  a  cowardly  fpirit,  and  by  con- 
fequence  infolent,  abjeft,  and  cruel.  It  is  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  red-haired  of  both  {exes  are  more 
libidinous  and  mifchievous  than  the  refl,  whom 
yet  they  much  exceed  in  ftrength  and  activity. 

The  Houyhnhnms  keep  the  Tahoos  for  prefent 
lafe,  in  huts  not  far  from  the  houfe  ;  but  the  reft 
are  fent  abroad  to  certaiiji  fields,  where  they  dig 
lap  roots,  eat  feveral  kinds  of  herbs,  and  fearck 
about  for  carrion,  or  fometimes  catch  weafeU 
and  luhimuhs  (a  fort  af  ivild  rat)  which  they 
greedily  devour.  Nature  hath  taught  them  to  dig 
deep  holes  with  their  nails,,  on  the  fide  of  a  rifing 
ground,  wherein  they  lie  by  themfelves :  Only 
the  kennels  of  the  females  are  larger,  fufficient 
to  hold  two  or  three  cubs. 

They  fwim  from  their  infancy  like  frogs,  and 
are  able  to  continue  long  under  water,  where 
they  often  take  fifh,  which  the  females  carry 
home  to  their  young.  And,  upon  this  occafion, 
I  hope  the  reader  will  pardon  my  relating  an  odd 
adventure. 

Being  one  day  abroad  with  my  proteftor,  the 
forrel  nag,  and  the  weather  exceeding  hot,  I 
entreated  him  to  let  me  bathe  in  a  river  that  was 

near. 
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near.  He  confented^  and  I  immediate^  ftiip* 
ped  mjMf  ftark  naked,  and  went  down  fofrly 
into  the  ftrcam.  It  happened  that  a  young  fe*- 
male  JTahoc,  {landing  behind  a  bank,  faw  the 
whole  proceeding,  and,  enflaraed  by  <iefire,  as 
the  nag  and  I  conjeAured,  came  runnmg  ¥nth 
all  fpeed,  and  Itaped  into  the  water  within  five 
yards  of  the  place  where  I  bathed.  I  was  never 
fai  my  life  fo  terribly  frighted ;  the  nag  was 
grazing  ^t  fome  diftance,  and  not  fufpefting  any 
harm.  She  embraced  me  after  a  moft  fulfome 
manner :  I  roared  as  loud  as  I  could,  and  the 
nag  came  galloping  towards  me ;  whereupon  flic 
quitted  her  grafp  with  the  utmoft  reluftancy, 
and  leaped  upon  the  oppofite  bank,  where  Ihe 
flood  gazing  and  howling  ail  the  time  I  was  put* 
ting  on  my  cloath^. 

This  was  a  matter  of  diverfion  to  my  matter 
and  his  family,  as  well  as  mortification  to  my- 
felf.  For  now  I  could  no  longer  deny,  that  I 
was  a  real  Tahoo  in  every  limb  and  featiu-e,  fincc 
the  females  had  a  natural  propenfity  to  me,  as 
one  of  their  own  fpecics  :  Neither  was  the  hair 
of  this  brute  of  a  red  colour  (which  might  have 
been  fome  excufe  for  an  appetite  a  little  irregular) 
but  black  as  a  floe,  and  her  countenance  did  not 
make  an  appearance  altogether  fo  hideous  as  the 
refl:  of  her  kind :  For,  I  think,  fhe  could  not  be 
above  eleven  years  old. 

Having  lived  three  years  in  this  country,  the 
readei'  I  fuppofe  will  expeft  that  I  ftiould,  like 
other  travellers^  give  him;  fome  account  of  the 

manners 
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manners  and  cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants,   which 
it  was  indeed  my  principal  ftudy  to  learn. 

As  thefe  noble  Houyhnhnms  are  endowed  by 
nature  with  a  general  difpoiition  to  all  virtues, 
and  have  no  conceptions  or  ideas  of  what  is  evil 
in  a  rational  creature  ;  fo  their  grand  maxim  i», 
to  cultivate  reafou,  and  to  be  wholly  governed  by 
,it.  Neither  is  reafon  among  them  a  point  proble- 
matical, as  with  us,  whtre  men  can  argue  with 
plaufibility  on  both  fides  of  a  qucftion  ;  but  ftrikcs 
you  with  immediate  conviftion  \  as  it  muft  needs 
do,  where  it  is  not  mingled,  obfcured,  or  difco- 
loured,  l^  paffion  and  intereft.  I  remember 
it  was  with  extreme  difficulty,  that  I  could  bring 
my  mafter  to  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  word 
opinion^  or  how  a  point  could  be  difputaWe ; 
becaufe  reafon  taught  us  to  affirm  or  deny  only 
wiiere  we  are  certain  5  and  beyond  our  knowledge  ' 
we  cannot  do  either.  So  that  controverfies, 
wranglings,  difputes,  and  pofitivencfs,  in  falfe  or 
dubious  propofitions,  are  evils  unknown  among 
the  Houyhnhnms.  In  the  like  manner,  when  I 
ufcd  to  explain  to  him  our  feveral  fyftems  of 
natural  philofophy^  he  would  laugh,  that  a  crea- 
ture pretending  to  reafon^  fliould  value  itfdf  upon 
the  knowledge  of  other  people's  conjeftures,  and 
in  things  where  that  knowledge,  if  it  were  cer- 
tain, could  be  of  no  ufe.  Wherein  he  agreed 
intirely  with  the  fentiments  of  Socrates,  as  Plato 
delivers  them ;  which  I  mention  as  the  higheft 
honour  I  can  dp  to  that  prince  of  philofophers* 
I  have  often  fince  refledted^  what  deftruAion  ilich 
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a  doftrinc  would  make  in  the  libraries  of  Europe ; 
and  how  many  paths  to  fame  would  be  then  fhut 
up  in  the  learned  world. 

Friefjdjhip  and  henevolefice  arc  the  two  princi- 
pal virtues  among  the  Houyhnhnms  *  ;  and  thefc 
are  not  confined  to  particular  obje£^s,  but  univcr- 
fal  to  the  whole  race.  For  a  ftranger,  from  the 
remotefl  pai*t^  is  equally  treated  with  the  neareft 
neighbour  \  and  wherever  he  goe8>.  looks  upon 
hirofelf  as  at  home.  They  prcferve  decency  and 
civility  in  the  higheft  degrees,  but  are  altogether 
-  ignorant  of  ceremony. ^  They  have  no  fondnefs  for 
their  colts  or  foals,  but  the.  care  they  take  in  edu.- 
cating  them  proceedeth  entirely  fi-om  the  di£biites 
pf  reafon  \,  And  I  obferved  my  mafter  tOr  (hew 
the  fame  affeftion  to  his  neighbour's  iflue,  that 
he  had  for  his  own.  They  will  haf  e  it,  that  na* 
/«r^  teaches  thiem  to  lolre  the  whole  fpecies;  and 
it  is  reafon  only  that  maketh  a  diftinAion  of  per- 
fons,  where  there  is  a  fuperior  degree  of  virtue  J* 
When  the  matron  Hoi^yhnhnms  have  produced 
one  of  each  fex,  they  no  longer  accompany  with 
their  conforts,  except  they  lofc  one  of  their  iflue 

by 

•  Their  virtuous  qualities  arc  only  negative.     Orrery. 

t  We  here  view  the  pure  inflinas  of  bwites,  afting  in  their 
narrow  fphere,  merely  for  their  immediate  prefcrvation.  Orrery, 

i  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  fomewhat  ftrangc,  tliat  the 
icnfe  of  the  noble  commentatar  fliould  appear  to  be  dire£Uy  op- 
pofite  to  that  ©f  the  author,  in  tjie  paflages  which  thefc  notes 
were  intended  to  illuftrate.  But  this  apparent  oppofition  may 
^rife  merely  from  theii  ufing  the  fame  word  in  an  oppofitc  fcnfe; 
AS^  by  the  word  candour ^  his  XiOrdibip  always  mcanr  a  quality 

whick 
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by  fomc  cafualty,  which  very  feldom  happens  : 
But  in  fuch  a  cafe  they  meet  again ;  or  when  the 
like  accident  befalls  a  perfon  whofc  wife  is  paft 
bearing,  fome  other  couple  beftow  him  one  of 
their  own  colts,  and  then  go  together  again  un- 
till  the  mother  is  pregnant.  This  caution  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  prevent  the  country  from  being  over- 
burthened  with  numbers.  But  the  race  of  infe- 
rior Houyhnhnms,  bred  up  to  be  fervants,  is 
not  fo  ftriftly  limited  upon  this  article  5  thefe  are- 
allowed  to  produce  three  of  each  fex  to  be  dome* 
ftics  in  the  noble  families. 

In  their  marriages  they  are  exaftly  careful  to 
chufe  fuch  colours  as  will  not  make  any  ^ifagree- 
able  mixture  in  the  breed.  Strength  is  chiefly 
valued  in  the  male^  and  comelinefs  in  the  female : 
Not  upon  the  account  of  love^  but  to  preferve 
the  race  from  degenerating  ;  for  where  a  female 
happens  to  excel  in  Jlrengthy  a  confort  is  chofen 
with  regard  to  comelinefs. 

Court(hips,  love,  prefents,  jointures,  fettle- 
ments,  have  no  place  in  their  thoughts,  or  terms 
whereby  to  exprefs  them  in  their  language.  The 
young  couple  meet,  and  are  joined,  merely  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  determination  of  their  parents  and 
friends  :  It  is  what  they  fee  done  every  day,  and 

dicy 

which  inclines  a  man  to  put  the  word  con(lro€Hon  upon  the 
words  and  actions  of  another ;  and  by  candour^  the  Dean  always 
neans  juft  the  contrary. 

Compare  the  note  from  Orrery  in  Gulliver's  travels,  Vol.  V. 
>.  7J.  with  Swift's  apolo^  for  the  Talc  of  a  Tub,  in  Vol.  L 
?.i86. 
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they  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  neceflary  actions 
of  a  reafonable  being.  But  the  violation  of  mar- 
riage^  or  any  other  unchaftity,  was  never  heard 
of:  And  the  married  pair  pafs  their  lives  with 
the  fame  friendfliip)  and  mutual  benevolence, 
that  they  bear  to  all  others  of  the  fame  fpecies 
who  come  in  their  way ;  without  jealoufy,  fbnd- 
nefs,  quarrelling,  or  difcontent. 

In  educating  the  youth  of  both  fexes^  their 
method  is  admirable,  and  highly  deferveth  our 
imitation.  Thefe  are  not  fufiered  to  taftc  a  grain 
of  oatsy  except  upon  certain  days,  till  eightieea 
years  old  %  nor  milk^  but  very  rarely  \  and  in  futn- 
nier  they  graze  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and 
as  many  in  the  evening,  which  t&eir  parents  like- 
wife  obferve }  but  the  fervants  are  not  allowed 
above  half  that  time,  and  a'  great  part  of  their 
grafs  is  brought  home,  which  they  eat  at  the  moft 
convenient  hours,  when  they  can  be  bed  fpared 
from  work. 

Temperance^  induftry^  exercife^  and  cleanlimjsy 
are  the  leiTons  equally  enjoined  to  the  young  ones 
of  both  fexes :  And  my  mafter  thought  it  moo- 
ilrous  in  us  to  give  the  females  a  different  kind 
of  education  from  the  males,  except  m  fome  ar- 
ticles of  domeftic  management }  whereby,  as  he 
truly  obferved,  one  half  of  oiu-  natives  were  good 
for  nothing  but  bringing  children  into  the  world  : 
And  to  truft  the  care  of  our  children  to  fuchufe- 
lefs  animals,  he  faid,  was  yet  a  greater  inftance 
of  brutality, 

X  But 
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But  the  Houyhnhnms  train  up  their  youth 
to  ftrength,  fpeed,  and  hardinefs,  by  exerciiing 
them  in  running  races  up  and  down  fleep  hills, 
and  over  hard  ftony  grounds ;  and  when  they 
are  all  in  a  fweat,  they  are  ordered  to  leap,  over 
head  and  ears,  into  a  pond  or  river.  Four  times 
a  year  the  youth  of  a  certain  diftrift  meet,  to  (hew 
dieir  proficiency  in  running  and  leaping,  and 
other  feats  of  ftrength  and  agility;  where  the 
Tiftor  is  rewarded,  with  a  fong  in  his  or  her 
praife.  On  this  feftival,  the  fervants  drive  a  herd 
of  Taboos  into  the  field,  laden  with  hay,  and  oats, 
and  miUk:,  for  repaft  to  the  Houyhnhnms ,;  after 
which  thefe  brutes  are  immediately  driven  back 
dgain,  for  fear  of  being  noifome  to  the  afl!embly. 

Every  fourth  year,  at  the  vernal  equinox^  there 
15  a  reprefentative  council  of  the  whole  nation, 
which  meets  in  a  plain  ahout  twenty  miles  from 
our  houfe,  and  continueth  about  five  or  fix  days. 
Here  they  enquire  into  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  the  feveral  diftridls  ;  whether  they  abound, 
or  be  deficient  in  hay  or  oats,  or  cows  or  Yahoos? 
And  wherever  there  is  any  want  (which  is  but 
feldom)  it  is  immediately  fupplied  by  unanimous 
confent  arfd  contribution.  Here  likewife  the 
regulation  of  children  is  fettled :  As  for  inftance, 
if  a  Houyhnhnm  hath  too  males,  he  changeth  one 
of  them  with  another  that  hath  too  females  ; 
and  when  a  child  hath  been  loft  by  any  cafualty, 
where  the  mother  is  paft  breeding,  it  is  deter- 
mined what  family  in  the  diftrift  fhall  breed  ano- 
ther to  fupply  the  lofs. 

Vol.  V.  LI  CH^?. 


29^    '    GULUVER'8  TRAVELS.      Part  IV. 


C    H     A    P.       IX. 

A  grand  debate  at  the  general  ajfembl^  of  tbi 
Uquyhohnxps^  and  bow  it  was  determined*  The 
learning  of  the  Houyhnhnms.  Their  buildings. 
Their  manner  of  burials*  The  defe^ivenefs  of 
their  language. 


ONE  of  tbefe  gi-and  aflemblies  w^  held  in 
my  time,  about  three  months  before  my 
departure,  whether  my  mafter  went  as  the  reprc- 
ientative  of  our  diftrift.  In  this  council  was  re- 
iumed  their  old  debate,  and  indeed  the  only 
debate  that  ever  happened  in  their  country  j 
whereof  my  mafter,  after  his  return,  gave  me  a 
very  particular  account. 

The  queftion  to  be  debated  was,  Whether  the 
yahoos  fliould  be  exterminated  from  the  face  of 
the  earth  ?  One  of  the  members  for  the  affirma- 
tive, offered  feveral  arguments  of  gi-eat  ftrength 
and  weight  ;  alledging,  that  as  the  Taboos  were 
the  moft  filthy,  noifome,  and  deformed  animal 
which  nature  ever  produced,  fo  they  were  the 
moft  reftlvc  and  indocible,  mifchievous  and  ma- 
licious :  They  would  privately  fuck  the  teats  of 
the  Houyhnhnms  cows;  kill  and  devour  their 
cats,  trample  down  their  oats  ai>d  grafs,  if  they 
were  not  continually  watched,  and  commh  a 
thoufand  other  extravagancies.      He  took  no-r 

tice 
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tice  of  a  general  tradition^  that  Taboos  had  not 
been  always  in  their  country  \  but  that,  many 
ages  ago,  two  of  thcfc  brutes  appeared  together 
upon  a  mountain  ;  whether  produced  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  and  corrupted  mud  and  ilime,  or 
from  the  ooze  and  froth  of  the  fea,  was  never 
known  :  That  thefe  Taboos  engendered,  and 
their  brood  in  a  fbort  time  grew  fo  numerous  as 
to  over-run  and  infeft  the  whole  nation :  That 
the  Houyhnhnms,  to  get  rid  of  this  evil,  made  a 
general  hunting,  and  at  lafl:  inclofed  the  whole 
herd ;  and  deftroy  ing  the  elder,  every  Houyhnknm 
kept  two  young  ones  in  a  kennel,  and  brought 
them  to  fuch  a  degree  of  tamenefs,  as  an  animai 
fo  favage  by  nature  can  be  capable  of  acquiring  ; 
ufingthem  for  draught  and  carriage  :  That  there 
feemed  to  be  much  truth  in  this  tradition,  and 
that  thofe  creatures  could  not  be  Ylnhniamfliy 
(or  aborogines  of  the  land)  bccaufe  of  the  violent 
hatred  the  Houyhnhnms,  as  well  as  all  other 
animals,  bore  them;  which  although  their  evil 
difpolition  fuflSiciently  deferved,  could  never  have 
arrived  at  fo  high  a  degree,  if  they  had  been 
Aborigines ;  or  elfe  they  would  have  long  fince 
been  rooted  out :  That  the  inhabitants,  taking  a 
fancy  to  ufe  the  fervice  of  the  Taboos^  had  very 
imprudently  neglefted  to  cultivate  the  breed  of 
affesy  which  are  a  comely  animal,  eafily  kept, 
more  tame  and  orderly,  without  any  offeniive 
fmell,  ftrong  enough  fot  labour,  although  they 
yiekl  to  the  other  in  agility  of  body>  and,  if 
L  I  2  tlielr 
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their  braying  be  no  agreeable  found,  it  is  far 
prcferaUe  to  the  horrible  bowlings  of  the  Taboos, 
Several  others  declared  their  fentiments  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  when  my  mafter  propofed  an  ex- 
pedient to  the  ailembly,  whereof  he  had  indeed 
borrowed  the  hint  from  me.  He  approved  of 
the  tradition  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
who  fpokc  before ;  and  affirmed,  that  the  two 
Taboos^  faid  to  be  iirft  feen  among  them,  had 
been  driven  thither  over  the  fea  :  That  coming  to 
land,  and  being  forfaken  by  their  companions, 
they  retired  to  the  mountains,  and,  degenerating 
Iby  degrees,  became,  in  proccfe  of  time,  much 
more  favage  than  thofe  of  their  own  Ipecies  in  the 
country  from  whence  thele  two  originals  came-. 
The  reafon  of  this  aflertion  was,  that  he  had  now 
in  his  poiTeffion  a  ceitain  wonderful  Tahoo  (mean- 
ing myfclf)  which  moft  of  them  had  heard  of, 
and  many  of  them  had  feen.  He  then  related  to 
them,  how  he  firft  found  me  :  That  my  body  was 
all  covered  with  an  artificial  compofure  of  the  Ikins 
and  hairs  of  other  animals  :  That  I  ipoke  in  a 
language  of  my  own,  and  had  thoroughly  learn^ 
cd  theirs  :  That  I  had  related  to  him  the  acci- 
dents whidi  brought  me  thither :  That,  when  he 
faw  me  without  my  covering,  I  was  an  exa6l  Tahoo 
in  every  part,  only  of  a  whiter  colour,  lefs  hairy, 
and  with  fhorter  claws.  He  added,  how  I  had 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  him,  that,  in  my  own 
and  other  countries,  the  Tahovs  afted  as  the  go- 
verning^ rational  animal  j^  and  held  the  Houyhnhnnus 

ia 


in  fcrvitudc  :  That  he  obferved  in  mc.ali  the  qua- 
lities of  a  Tahoo,  only  a  little  more  civilized  by 
fome  tinfture  of  reafon  ;  \^hich,  however,  was  im 
a  degree  as  far  inferior  to  the  Houyhnhiitn  i-ace, 
as  the  Taboos  of  their  country  were  to  me  :  That, 
among  other  things,  I  lAentioned  a  cuflx>m  wd 
had,  of  cajirating  Houyhnhnms  when  they  were 
young,  in  order  to  render  them  tame  5  that  the 
Operation  was  eafy  and  fafe  \  that  it  was  no  fhame 
to  learn  wifdom  from  brutes,  as  induftiy  is  taught 
by  the  ant,  and  building  by  the  fwallow  (for  fo  I 
tranflate  the  word  lyhannh^  although  it  be  a  much 
larger  fowl) :  That  this  invention  might  be  prac- 
tifed  upon  the  younger  Taboos  herd,  which,  be- 
fides  rendering  them  tractable  and  fitter  for  ufe^ 
vrould  in  an  age  put  an  end  to  the  whole  fpecics, 
without  deftroying  life  :  That  in  the  mean  time 
the  Houyhnhnms  (hould  bc  eocbortcd  to  cultivate* 
the  breed  of  aflcs,  which  as  they  are  in  all  refpe^ls 
more  valuable  brutes,  fo  they  have  this  advantage, 
to  be  fit' for  fei-vice  at  five  years  old,  which  the 
others  are  not  till  twelve. 

This  was  all  my  mafter  thought  fit  to  tell  me 
at  thattimt,  of  what  paflid  in  the  grand  counciL 
But  he  was  pleafed  to  conceal  one  particular, 
which  related  perfonally  to  myfelf,  whereof  I 
foort  felt  the  unhappy  eiFcft,  as  the  reader  will 
fcnow  in  its  proper  place,  and  from  whence  I 
date  all  the  fuccceding  mFsfortunes  of  my  life. 

'Hie  Houyhnhnms  have  no  letters,  and  confc* 
qucntly  their  knowledge  is  all  traditional.  But 
fhtrc  happening  few  events  of  any  moment  a- 
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xnoDg  a  people  fo  well  united,  naturally  difpofed 
to  every  virtue,  wholly  governed  1^  reafon,  and 
cut  off  from  all  commerce  with  other  nations ; 
the  hiftorical  part  is  eafily  preferved  without,  bur- 
thening  their  memories.  I  have  already  obferved, 
that  they  are  fubjeft  to  no  difeafes^  and  therefore 
can  have  no  need  of  phyficians.  However,  they 
have  excellent  medicines,  compofed  of  herbs,  to 
cure  accidental  bniifes  and  cuts  in  the  paftern  or 
frog  of  the  foot  by  the  fliarp  ftones,  as  well  as  o- 
ther  maims  and  hurts  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
body. 

They  calculate  the  year  by  the  revolution  of  thcr 
fun  and  the  moon,  but  ufe  no  fubdivifions  into 
weeks.  They  are  well  enough  acquainted  with 
the  motions  of  thofe  two  luminaries,  and  under- 
ftand  the  nature  of  edipfes  :  and  this  is  the  utmoft 
progrefs  of  their  aftronomy. 

In  poetry  they  muft  be  allowed  to  excel  all  o- 
thcr  mortals  j  wherein  the  juftnefs  of  their  fimi- 
lies,  and  the  minuteneis  as  well  as  exaftnefs  of 
their  defcriptions,  are  indeed  inimitable.  Their 
verfes  abound  very  much  in  both-  of  thefe  ;  and 
ufually  contain  either  fome  exalted  notions  of 
friendfhip  and  benevolence,,  or  the  prailes  of 
thofe  who  were  vidbors  in  races  and  other  bo- 
dily exercifes.  Their  buildings,  although  very 
rude  and  fimple,  are  not  inconvenient,  but  well 
contrived  to  defend  them  from  all  injuries  of  cold 
and  heat.  They  have  a  kind  of  tree,  which  at 
forty  years  old  loofens  in  the  root,  andfaUs  with 
the  fi.rft  ftorm  \  it  grows  very  ftrait,  and  being 

pointed 
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pointed  like  flakes,  with  a  (harp  ftone  (for  the 
Houyhnhnms  know  not  the  ufe  of  iron)  they 
ftick  them  ere£l  in  the  ground  about  ten  inches 
afunder,  and  then  weave  it  in  oat-ftpaw,  or  fome- 
times  wattles  betwixt  them.  The  roof  is  made 
after  the  fame  manner,  and  fo  are  the  doors. 

The  Houyhnhnms  ufe  the  hollow  part,  between 
the  paftem  and  the  hoof,  of  their  fore-feet,  as  wc 
do  our  hands,  and  this  with  greater  dexterity 
than  I  could  at  firft  imagine.  I  have  feen  a  whit^ 
mare  of  our  family  thread  a  needle  (which  I  lent 
her  on  purpofc)  with  that  joint,  "fhey  mHk  their 
cows,  reap  their  oats,  and  do  all  the  work  whicb 
requires  hands  in  the  fame  manner.  They  have 
a  kind  of  hard  flints,  which,  by  grinding  againfl: 
their  flones,  they  form  into  inftruments,  thai 
fcrve  inflead  of  wedges,  axes,  and  hammers. 
With  tools  made  of  thefc  flints,  they  likewife  ciit 
their  hay,,  and  reap  their  oats>  which  there  grow 
naturally  in  feveral  fields.  The  Tahoos  draw  home 
the  fhaves  in  carriages,  and  the  fervants  tread 
them  in  certain  covered  huts  to  get  out  the  grain, 
which  is  kept  in'flores.  They  make  a  rude  kind 
of  earthen  and  wooden  veflels,  and  bake  the  for« 
mer  in  the  fun. 

If  they  can  avoid  cafualties,  they  die  only  of • 
old  age,  and  are  buried  in  the  obfcurefl  places 
that  can  be  found,  their  friends  and  relations 
exprefHng  neither  joy  nor  grief  at  their  de- 
parture ;  nor  does  the  dying,  perfon  difcover  the 
leafl  regret  that  he  is  leaving  the  world,  any  more 
than  if  he  were  upon  returning  home  fi*om  a  vifiir 
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to  one  of  his  neighbours.  I  remember  my  ma- 
fier  having  once  made  an  appointment  with  a 
friend  and  his  family  to  come  to  his  houfe  upon 
iome  affiiira  of  importance,  on  the  day  fixed  the 
miftrefs  and  her  two  children  came  very  lace.  Shd 
made  two  excufes,  firft  for  her  hoflnnd)  who, 
as  ihe  faid,  happened  that  very  morning  to 
IhnwwnL  The  word  is  ftrongly  exprcflive  in  their 
language)  but  not  eafily  rendered  into  Englifli ;  it 
fignifies  to  retire  to  his  firji  mother.  Her  excufe 
for  not  coming  fooner  was,  tiiat  her  huft>and  dy« 
ing  late  in  the  morning,  fhe  was  a  good  while 
confulting  her  fei^vants  about  a  convenient  place 
where  his  body  fhould  be  laid  \  and  I  obferved, 
fhe  behaved  herfelf  at  our  houfe  as  chearfuUy  as 
the  reft  :  She  died  about  three  months  after. 

They  Jive  generally  to  fevcnty,  or  feventy-five 
years,  very  feldom  to  fbur-lcore  :  Some  weeks 
before  their  death,  they  feel  a  gradual  decay ;  but 
without  pain.  During  this  time  they  are  much 
viiited  by  their  friends,  becaule  they  cannot  go*a-> 
broad  with  their  uiual  eafe  and  iatisfaAlon. 
However,,  about  ten  days  before  their  death, 
which  they  feldom  fiiil  in  computmg,  they  retun> 
the  vifits  that  have  been  made  them  by  thofe 
who  are  neareft  in  the  neighbourhood,  being  car- 
ried in  a  convenient  fledge  drawn  by  Yahoos  ^ 
which  vehicle  they  ufe,  not  only-  upon  tbis^ 
occafion,  but  when  they  grow  old,  upon  long 
journies,  or  when  they  arc  lamed  by  accident; 
And  therefore,  when  the  dying  Houyhnhmns  re-* 
turn  thofe  vi&ts,  they  take  a  foicmn  leafve  of  theh* 
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friends,  as  if  they  were  going  to  fome  remote 
part  of  the  country,  where  they  defigned  to  paft 
the  reft  of  their  lives* 

I  know  not  whether  it  may  be  worth  obfcrv- 
ing,  that  the  Houyhnhnms  have  no  word  in  their 
language  to  exprefs  any  thing  that  is  evily  except 
what  they  borrow  from  the  deformities  or  ill 
qualities  of  the  Tahoos.  Thus  they  denote  the 
folly  of  a  fervant,  an  omiflion  of  a  child,  a  ftone 
that  cuts  their  feetj  a  continuance  of  foul  or  un- 
leafonable  weather,  and  the  like,  by  adding  to 
each  the  epithet  of  Tahoo :  For  inftance,  hhnm 
ITahoOy  nvhfiahohn  Yahoo^  ynlhmndiuihlma  ITaBoo  i 
and  an  ill  contrived  houfe,  ynholmhnmrohlnnxf 
Yahoo. 

I  could  with  great  pleafiire  enlarge  farther  up- 
on the  manners  and  virtues  of  this  excellent 
people  ;  but  intending  in  a  fliort  time  to  publifh 
a  volume  by  itfelf  exprefsly  upon  that  fubjedt,  I 
refer  the  reader  thither ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,, 
proceed  to  relate  my  own  fad  cataftrophe^ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        X.' 

7he  author^ s  ceconomy^  and  happy  lifey  among  the 
llouyhnhnms*  His  great  improvement  in  virtue^ 
by  converjing  ivitb  them.  Their  converfations. 
The  author  hath  notice  given  him  by  his  mafier^ 
that  he  muft  depart  from  the  country.  He  falls 
into  afivoott  for  grief ;  but  fubmits.  He  contrives 
andfini/bes  a  canoe  by  the  help  of  a  fellonv^fervant^ 
and  puts  tofea  at  a  venture. 

I  HAD  fettled  my  little  oeconomy  to  my  owa 
heart's  content.  My  matter  had  ordered  a 
room  to  be  made  for  me  after  their  manner,  a- 
bout  fix  yards  from  the  houfe ;  the  fides  and 
flooi*s  of  which  I  plaiftered  with  clay,  and  cover- 
ed with  ru{h-mats  of  my  own  contriving.  I  had 
beaten  hemp,  which  there  grows  wild,  and  made 
of  it  a  fort  of  ticking  :  This  I  filled  with  the  fea- 
thers of  feveral  birds  I  had  taken  with  fpringes 
made  of  Tahoos  hairs,  and  were  excellent  food. 
I  had  worked  two  chairs  with  my  knife,  the  for- 
rel  nag  helping  me  in  the  groflTer  and  more  labo- 
rious part.  When  my  cloaths  were  worn  to  rags, 
I  made  myfelf  others  with  the  fkins  of  I'abbits, 
slnd  of  a  certain  beautiful  animal  about  the  fame 
fize,  called  nnuhnoh^  the  Ikin  of  which  is  covered 
with  a  fine  down.  Of  thefe  I  alfo  made  very 
tolerable  {lockings.    I  foaled  my  {hoes  with  wood^ 

which 
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which  I  cut  from  a  tree,  and  fitted  to  the  upper- 
leather  5  and  when  this  was  worn  out,  I  fupplied 
it  with  the  fkins  of  Taboos  dried  in   the  fun.     I 
often  got  honey  out  of  hollow  trees,  which  I 
mingled  with  water,  or  eat  with  my  bread.    No 
man  could  rnore^  verify  the  truth  of  thefc   two 
maxims,  That  nature  is  very  eafily  fatisfied ;    and, 
Xhat  necejfity  is  the  mother  of  invention.     I  enjoyed 
perfeft  health  of  body,  and  tranquillity  of  mind  : 
I  did  not  feel  the  treachery  or  inconftancy  o£ 
a  friend,  nor  the  injuries  of  a  fccret  or  open  ene-» 
my.     I  had  no  occafion  of  bribing,  flattering,  or 
pimping,  to  procure  the  favour  of  any  great  man, 
or  of  his  minion.     I  wanted  no  defence  againft 
fraud  or  opprcflion  :  Here  was  neither  phyficiaa 
to  deftroy  my  body,  nor  lawyer  to  ruin  my  for- 
tune ;  no  informer  to  watch  my  words  and  ac- 
tions, or  forge  accufations  againfl;  me  for  hire  : 
Here  were  no  gibers,  cenfurers,  back-biters,  pick- 
pockets, highwaymen,  houfe-breakers,  attornies, 
bawds,    buffoons,    gamefters,    politicians,    wits, 
fplenetics,  tedious  talkers,  controvertifls,  ravifh- 
crs,  murderers,  robbers,  virtuofo's }   no  leaders 
or  followers  of  party  and  faftion  j  no  encoura- 
gers  to  vice  by  feducement  or  examples  5  no  dun- 
geon, axes,  gibbets,  whipping-pofts,  or  pillories  j 
no  cheating  ftiopkeepcrs  or  mechanics  5  no  pride, 
vanity,  or  affeftation  5    no  fops,  bullies,  drunk- 
ards, ftrolling  whores,  or   poxes  ;    no   ranting, 
lewd,  expenfive  wives ;  no  fhipid,  proud  pedants  \ 
no  importunate,  over-bearing,  quarrelfomc,  noify, 
roaring,  empty,  conceited,  fwearing  companions ; 
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No  fcoundrels  raifed  from  the  dud  uppn  the 
rit  of  their  vices,  or  nobility  thrown  into  it  onl 
account  of  their  virtiKs ;  no  lords,  fiddlers,  jud- 
ges, or  dancing-mafters. 

I  had  the  favour  of  being  admitted  to  feverd 
Houyhnhnms,  who  came  to  vifit  or  dine  with  ray 
mailer ;  where  his  Honour  graciouily  fiiffered 
me  to  wait  in  the  room,  and  liften  to  their  dif-l 
courfe.  Both  he  and  his  company  would  often  I 
defcend  to  afk  me  queftions,  and  receive  my  an- 1 
fwers.  I  had  alfo  fometimes  the  honour  of  at- ! 
tending  my  mailer  in  his  vifits  to  othars.  I  never 
prefumed  to  fpeak,  except  in  anfwer  to  a  que-  j 
jlion  ;  and  then  I  did  it  with  inward  regret,  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  lofs  of  fo  much  time  for  improving 
myfelf :  But  I  was  infinitely  delighted  with  the 
ftation  of  an  humble  auditor  in  fuch  converfa- 
tions,  where  nothing  palled  but  what  was  ufefiil, 
cxprefled  in  the  feweil  and  moil  infignificant 
words  :  Where  (as  I  have  already  faid)  the  great- 
cil  decency  was  obferved,  without  the  leaft  degree 
of  ceremony ;  where  no  perfon  (pofe,  without 
being  pleafed  himfelf,  and  pleafing  his  compa- 
nions ;  where  there  was  no  interruption,  tediouf- 
nefs,  heat,  or  difference  of  fentlments.  They 
have  a  notion,  that,  when  people  are  met  toge- 
ther, a  (hort  filence  doth  much  improve  conver- 
fation  :  This  I  found  to  be  true ;  for  during  thofe 
little  intermiiEons  of  talk,  new  ideas  would  arifc 
in  their  minds,  which  veiy  much  enlivened  the 
difcourfe.  Their  fubjefts  are  generally  on  fnend- 
ihip  and  benevolence,  on  order  and  ceconomy ; 
X  (bmetimes 
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ibinetimes  upon  thd  \iG\Ae  operations  of  nature, 
or  ancient  traditioQs  ;  upon  the  bounds  and  li- 
mits of  virtue ;  upon  the  unerring  rules  of  rea^ 
Ton,  or  upon  fome  determinations  to  be  taken  at 
the  next  great  afiembly ;  and  often  upon  the  va- 
rious excellencies  of  poetry.  I  may  add,  without 
vanity,  that  my  prefence  often  gave  them  fuffici- 
ent  matter  for  difcourfe,  becaufe  it  afi^brded  my 
mailer  an  occafion  of  letting  his  friends  into  the 
hiftory  of  me  and  my  country,  upon  which  they 
were  all  pleafed  to  defcant,  in  a  manner  not  very 
fidvantageous  to  human-kind  :  And  for  that  rea- 
fon  I  fliall  not  repeat  what  they  faid  ;  only  I  may 
be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  his  Honour,  to  my 
great  admiration,  appeared  to  underfland  the  na- 
ture of  Tahoos  much  better  than  myfelf.  He 
went  through  all  our  vices  and  follies,  and  difco- 
vered  many  which  I  had  never  mentioned  to 
him,  by  only  fuppoiing  what  qualities  a  Tahoo  of 
their  country,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  reafon, 
might  be  capable  of  exerting ;  and  concluded, 
with  too  much  probability,  how  vile,  as  well  as 
miferable,  fuch  a  creature  muil  be. 

I  freely  confefs,  that  all  the  little  knowledge  I 
have  of  any  value,  was  acquired  by  thelc^ures  I 
received  from  my  mafter,  and  from  hearing  the 
difcourfes  of  him  and  his  friends  5  to  which  I 
fhould  be  prouder  to  liften,  than  to  diftate  to  the 
greateft  and  wifeft  aflembly  in  Europe.  I  admir- 
ed the  ftrength,  comclinefs,  and  fpeed  of  the  in- 
habitants 5  and  fuch  a  conftcUation  of  virtue,  in 
fuch  amiable  perfons,  produced  in  me  the  highefl 

Vol.  V\  Mm  veneratioa* 
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veneration.  At  firft  indeed  I  did  not  feel  that 
natural  awe,  which  the  Taho&s^  and  all  other  ani- 
mals^  bear  towards  them  ;  but  it  grew  upon  me 
by  degrees  much  fooner  than  I  imagined,  and 
was  mingled  with  a  refpeftful  love  and  gratitude, 
that  they  would  condefcend  to  diftinguifh  me 
from  the  reft  of  my  fpecies. 

When  I  thought  of  my  family,  my  friends, 
my  countrymen,  or  human  race  in  general,  I 
confidered  them,  as  they  really  were.  Taboos  in 
fhape  and  difpofition,  perhaps  a  little  more  civi- 
lized, and  qualified  with  the  gift  of  fpcech ;  but 
making  no  other  ufe  of  reafon,  than  to  improve 
and  multiply  thofe  vices,  whereof  their  brethren 
in  this  country  had  only  the  fhare  that  nature 
allotted  them.  When  I  happened  to  behold  the 
re£le£tion  of  my  own  form  in  a  lake  or  a  foun- 
tain, I  turned  away  my  face  in  horror  and  de- 
teftation  of  myfelf  j  and  could  better  endure  the 
fight  of  a  common  Tahoo^  than  of  my  own  per- 
fon.  By  converfing  with  the  Houyhnhnms,  and 
looking  upon  them  with  delight,  I  fell  to  imitate 
their  gait  and  gefture,  which  is  now  grown  into 
an  habit  ^  and  my  friends  often  tell  me  in  a  blunt 
way,  that  I  trot  like  a  horfe ;  which  however  I  take 
for  a  great  compliment :  Neither  fhall  I  difown, 
that  in  fpeaking  I  am  apt  to  fall  into  the  voice 
and  manner  of  the  Houyhnhnms,  and  hear  myfelf 
ridiculed  on  that  account  without  the  leaft  mor- 
tification. 

In  the  midft  of  all  this  haj^inefs,  and  when 
I  looked  upon  myfelf  to  be  fully  fettled  for  life, 

my 
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my  mafter  fent  for  me  one  morning  a  little  ear- 
lier than  his  ufual  hour.      I  obferved  by  his 
countenance,  that ,  he    was  in   fome  perplexity, 
and  at  a  lofs  how  to  begin  what*  he.  had  to  fpeak. 
After  a  fhort  filence,   he  told  me,   he  did  not 
know  how  I  would  take  what  he  was  going  to 
fay  :  That'  in  the  laft  general  aflembly,   when  the 
affair  of  the  Yahoos  was  entered  upon,  the  repre- 
fentatives  had  taken  offence   at  his  keeping  a 
Tahoo  (meaning  myfelf)  in  his  family,  more  like 
a  Houyhnhnm  than  a  brute  animal  :  That  he 
was  known  frequently  to  converfe  with  me,  as 
if  he  could  receive  fome  advantage  or  pleafure  in 
my  company :  That  fuch  a  practice  was  not  a-  • 
greeable  to  reafon  or  nature,  or  a  thing  ever 
heard  of  before  among  them.     The  affembly  did 
therefore  exhort  him,,  cither  to  employ  me  like 
the  reft  of  my  fpecies,  or  command  me  to  fwim 
back  to  the  place  from  whence  I  came  :  That 
the  firft  of  thefe  expedients  was  utterly  rejefted 
by  all  the  Houyhnhnms,   whoyhad  ever  feen  mc 
at  his  houfe   or  their  own  ;  for  they  alledged, 
that  becaufe  I  had  fome  rudiments  of  reafon, 
added  to  the'  natural  pravity  of  Jthofe  animals, 
it   was  to  be  feared  I  might  be  able  to  feducc 
them  into  the  woody  and  mountainous  paits  of 
the  country,  and  bring  them  in  troops  by  night 
to  deftroy  the  Houyhnhnms  cattle,  as  being  na- 
turally of  the  ravenous  kind,  and  averfe   from 
labour. 

My  mafter  added,  that  he  was  daily  prefled  by 
the  Houyhnhnms  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  have 
M  m  z  "^^ 
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the  aflcmbly's  exhortation  executed,  whicli  he 
eould  not  put  off  much  longer.  He  doubted  it 
would  be  impodible  for  me  to  f^im  to  anotltei^ 
country  \  and  therefore  wifhed  I  would  co^ntrivd 
fome  fort  of  vehiclcy  refemWing  thofe  I  had  de- 
fer ibed  to  hrm,  that  might  carry  me  on  the  fei  \ 
in  which  work  I  (faould  have  the  a^fEftalnce  of  his 
own  icrv^nts,  as  well  as  tfaofe  of  his  oeig^bours^i 
He  concludeid,  that  for  hisoikFn  fxnrt  he  coukl 
have  been  ctotent  to  keep  rtie  ia  his  fef ?Jetf  a^ 
long  as  I  lived  ;  becaufe  he  found  I  had  cu^ed 
myfelf  of  fome  bad  habits  and  diipofivknK,  by^ 
endeavoiu'ing,  as  far  as  my  inferior  nafco^  was 
capable,  to  imitate  the  Houyhnhnmst 

I  fhouM  here  obfervc  to  the  t^2iMxr  that  si 
decree  of  the  general  affcmbly  in  this  cOCiritry  is 
exprcffcd  by  the  word  hnhhajtiy  which  iigni^t 
an  exhortation^  as  near  as  I  can  rendfer  it  j  fo^ 
they  have  no  conception  how  a  riau:'K)nal  creature 
can  be  compelkdy  but  only  advifedy  of  exhorted  i 
becaufe  no  pcrfon  can  difobcy  reafon,  without 
giving  up  his  clarm  to  be  a  rational  creature. 

I  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  grief  and  dcfpaif' 
at  my  mafter's  difcourfe;  and  being  unable  to 
fupport  the  agonies  I  was  under,  I  fell  into  a 
fwoon  at  his  feet.  When  I  came  to  Bhyfelf,  he 
told  me,  that  he  concluded  I  hald  been  dead  (for 
thefe  people  are  fubjeft  to  no  Aich  imbeciRities 
of  nature.)  I  anfwered,  in  a  faint  voice,  that, death 
would  have  been  too  great  an  happinefs  :  That 
although  I  could  not  blame  tfec  affembly*s  exhor* 
tation,  or  the  urgency  of  hb  friends- 1  yet,  in  n>y 

weak 
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weak' and  corrupt  judgment,  I  thought  it  might 
eonfift  with  rcafon  to  have  been  lefs  rigorous : 
That  I  could  not  fwim  a  league,  and  probably 
the  nearefl  land  to  theirs  might  be  diilant  a« 
bove  an  hundred :  That  many  materials,  necef- 
fary  for  making  a  fmall  veflel  to  carry  me  off, 
were  wholly  wanting  in  this  country ;  which 
however  I  would  attempt  in  obedience  and  grati- 
tude ta  his  Honour,  although  I  concluded  the 
thing  to  be  impoflible,  and  therefore  looked  on 
myfelf  as  already  devoted  to  defVruftion :  That 
the  certain  profpedfc  of  an  unnatural  death,  was 
the  leaft  of  my  evils  j  for  fuppofing  I  {hould 
efcape  with  life  by  fome  ftrangc  adventure,  how 
could  I  think,  with  temper,  of  pafEng  my  days 
among  Takoosy  and  relapfing  into  my  old  coi'- 
ruptions,  for  want  of  examples  to  lead  and  keep 
me  within  the  paths  of  virtue  :  That  I  knew  too- 
well  upon  what  folid  reafons  all  the  determina- 
tions of  the  wife  Houyhnhnms  were  founded; 
BOt  to  be  (haken  by  arguments  of  mine,  amiferable 
Tahoo  :  And  therefore,  after  prefenting  him  with 
my  humble  thanks  for  the  offer  of  his  fervalits 
affiftance  in  making  a  veffel,  and  defiring  a  rea*- 
fonable  time  for  fo  difficult  a  work,  I  told  him  I 
would  endeavour  to  preferve  a:  wretched  being  ;, 
and  if  ever  I  returned  to  England,  was  nort 
without  hopes  of  being  ufeful  to  my  own» 
fpecies,  by  celebrating  the  praifes  of  the  renowned 
Houyhnhnms,  and  pro{iofing  their  virtues  to  tiie. 
imitation  of  mankind;  • 

My  mafter,  in  a  few  words,  made  me  a  very 
gracious  reply,  allowed  me  the  fpace  of  two> 
M  m  3  monAss 
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months  to  finifh  my  boat ;  and  ordered  the  forrel 
nag,  my  fellow-iervant,  (for  fo  at  this  diihuice  I 
may  prefume  to  call  him),  to  follow  my  inftruc- 
tions ;  becanfe  I  told  my  m^er,  that  his  help^ 
would  be  fnfficient,  and  I  knew  he  had  a  tender-^ 
nefs  for  -me. 

In  his  company,  my  firft  bdfinefs  was  to  go  ta 
that  part  of  the  coad,  where  m;^  rebelfions  cre^r 
had  ordered  me  to  be  fet  on  fhore.  I  got  upon 
m  height,  and  looking  on  every  fide  into  the  Tea,, 
fancied  I  faw  a  fmall  iiland  towards  the  north^afi^ 
I  took  out  my  pocket-glafs,  and  could  thea  desff-^ 
ly  dilHngutfh  it  about  five  leagues  off",  as  I  com-i> 
puted ;  but  it  appeared  to  the  finrel  nag  to  be 
only  a  blue  cloud :  For  as  he  had  no  conception 
of  any  country  befide  his  own,  fo  he  could  not 
be  as  expert  in  diftinguifhing  remote  objects  at 
fea,  as  we  who  fo  much  converie  in  that  element. 

After  I  had  difcovered  this  iiland,  I  confidered 
no  farther ;  but  refolved  it  fhould,  if  poffible, 
be  the  firft  place  of  my  banilhtnenty  leaving  the 
confequence  to  fortune* 

I  retiu'ned  home,  and  confulting  with  the  for* 
rel  nag,  we  went  into  a  copfe  at  fome  diftance^ 
where  I  with  my  knife,  and  he  with  a  (harp  flmt 
faftened  very  artificially  after  their  mamier  to  a 
wooden  handle,  cut  down  ieverad  oak  wattles, 
about  the  thicknefs  of  a  walking-ftaff,  afid  fomt 
larger  pieces.  But  I  {hall  not  tnmbte  die  reader 
with  a  particular  defcription  of  my  own  mecha- 
nics :  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  in  fix  weeks  lime^ 
with  the  help  of  the  forrd  nag,  who  perftmned 

the 
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-the  parts  that  reqtiired  moft  labour,  I  finlfhed  it 
fort  of  Indian  candc,  but  much  larger,  coverh^ 
It  with  the  Mm  of  Tahoos^  well  ftilched  together 
with  hempen  threads  of  my  own  making.  My 
£iii  wafif  likewife  coihpofed  of  the  fklns  of  the 
fame  animal ;  but  I  made  ufe  of  the  f ocngeft  I 
c<>iKld  get^  the  dlder  being  too  tough  and  thitk  % 
jind  I  likewife  provided  myfelf  with  four  paddlds* 
I  laid  in  a  ftock  of  boikd  fleOie,  of  r abhits  atid 
fowls ;  and  took  with  me  two  yeiSels^  One  filled 
whh  milk,  and  the  other  with  water. 

I  tried  my  canoe  Jn  a  large  pond  near  my 
mafter's  houfe,  and  then  corrcfted  in  it  what 
was  imiis ;  ftopping  all  the  chinks  with  Tahoos 
tallow,  till  I  found  it  ftaun^h,  and  able  to  beai^ 
me  and  my  freight*  And,  when  it  was  as  cothi- 
plete  as  I  could  poflibly  make  it,  I  had  it  drawn 
on  a  carriage  very  gently  by  Tahoos  to  the  fea- 
fide,  under  the  condu^  of  the  fbfrel  nag,  and 
another  fervant. 

When  all  was  ready,  and  the  day  came  for  my 
departure,  1  tdok  leave  of  my  maftef  and  lady 
and  the  whole  family,  mirte  eyes  flowing  with 
tears,  and  my  h6art  quite  funk  with  grief.  But 
his  Honour,  out  of  curtofity,  and  perhaps  (If  I 
may  fpeak  it  without  vianity)  partly  out  of  kihd- 
nefs,  was  determined  to  fee  me  in  my  canoe  ^  and 
got  feveral  friends  to  accompany  him.  I  v^s- 
forced  to  wait  above  an  hour  for  the  tide ;  and 
then  obferving  the  wind  very  fortunately  bearing 
towards  the  illand  to  which  I  intended  to  fteer 
my  cottrfe)  I  took  a  fecbdd  leave  df  my  mafter  : 
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But,  as  I  was  going  to  proftrate  myfelf  to  kifs  his 
hoof,  he  did  me  the  honour  taraife  it  gently^  to 
my  piouth.  I  am  not  ignorant  how  much  I  have 
been  cenfured  for  mentioning  this  laft  particular. 
Detractors  arc  pleafcd  to  think  it  improbable, 
that  fo  illuftrious  a  perfon  fhould  defcend  to  give 
fo  great  a  mark  of  di{lin£tioa  to  a  creature  fo 
inferior  as  I.  Neither  have  I  forgotten  how 
apt  fome  travellers  are  to  boaft  of  extraordinary 
favours  they  have  received :  But  if  their  cenfurers 
were  better  acquainted  with  the  noble  and  cour* 
teous  difpofition  of  the  Houyhnhhms,  they  would 
foon  change  their  opinion, 

I  paid  my  refpefts  to  the  reft  of  the  Houyhnhnms  ^ 
in  his  Honour's  company  ;  then  getting  into  my 
canoe,  I  pufhed  off  from  ihore. 


CHAR       XI*. 

The  author^ s  dangerous  voyage.  He  arrives  at  New^ 
Holland^  hoping  to  fettle  there.  Is  wounded  with 
"Un  arrow  by  one  of  the  natives^  Is  feized  and 
carried  by  force  into  a  Portugueze  Jbip.  The 
great  civilities  of  the  captain^  The  author  arrives 
at  England. 

I  Began  this  defperate  voyage  on  February 
I5a   I7^4-I5>   at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  wind  was  very  favourable }  however  I  made 

ufe 

•  This  chapter,  propcrfy.  /pctking^  b  the  laft  chapter  «f 
GulUver*s  Travels;  the  lath  being  only  a  fort  of  critic,  and  a, 
Ycry  bad  one  too,  wpou\]fci^  ^\tfj\t  niisiV^yci  ^tsaswSi.    s-^jjif^. 
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life  at  firft  only  6{  rtiy  paddles ;  but  confidering 
I  jfkould  fo6n  be  wearyi  and  (hat  the  wind  might 
chop  abcmt>  I  ventured  to  fet  up  my  Httle  faU  5 
ai^  thus,  whh  the  help  of  the  tide^  I  went  at  tlve 
f^te  of  a  leagtie  and  a  half  an  houF,  as  near  as  I 
toukl  guefs.  My  maftcr  and  his  friends  con- 
titine^  on  the  fhore,  till  I  was  almoft  out  of 
fight  ^  atnd  I  often  heard  the  forrel  nag  (who 
tlwajrs  lo^ed  nie)  cryk>g  oMt^  inuy  ilia  nyha  majah 
Tsho9y  Take'cire  ef  thyfelf,  gentle  Taho(y, 

My  defign  wasy  M  pofiibl^i  to  difcovcr  fosn€ 
fhiftll  iflandy  unifthablted^  yet  fbiSfcient  by  my 
lia^bouF  to  fbrniili  me  with  the  neceilaries  of  life^ 
»  whtdi  I  Wdtild  have  iShought  a  greater  hlppmef», 
than  to  be  firft  miniftcr  i»  the  poUtcft  court  of 
EurOpd  5  fo  horrible  was  the  idea  I  conceived  of 
returning  to  live  in  the  fociety,  and  under  the 
government,  of  Taboos.  For,  in  fuch  a  folitude 
fts  I  defired,  I  could  at  lead  enjoy  my  own 
thoiighrs,  ai^d  refleA  with  delight  on  the  virtues 
df  thefc  inimitable  Houyhnhnmsj  without  any 
opportunity  of  degenerating  into  the  vices  and 
corruptions  of  my  own  fpccies. 

The  reader  may  remember  what  I  related^ 
when  my  crew  confpircd  again  ft  me,  and  cort» 
ilned  me  to  my  cabbtn  :  How  I  continued  there 
fcvei'al  weeks,  without  knowrag  what  courfe  we 
took ;  and  when  I  wis  pat  a^fhore  in  the  lo^g^ 
boat,  how  the  failors  told  me,  with  oaths,  whe- 
ther true  Of  falfe,  that  they  knew  not  in  what 
|Wt  <rf  the  world  we  were.  However,  I  did 
theti  believe  us  to  be  about  ten  degrees  South* 

ward 
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ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope,  or  about  45 
degrees  Southern  latitude,  as  I  gathered  from 
fome  general  words  I  overheard  among  them, 
being  I  fuppofed  to  the  South-Eaft  in  their  in- 
tended voyage  to  Madagafcar.  And  although 
this  were  but  litde  better  than  conjefture,  yet  I 
refolvcd  to  fteer  my  courfe  Eaftward,  hoping  to 
reach  the  South- Weft  coaft  of  New-Holland, 
and  perhaps  fome  fuch  ifland  as  1  deiired,  lying 
Weftward  of  it.  The  wind  was  full  Weft  5  and 
by  fix  in  the  evening  I  computed  J  had  gone 
Eaftward  at  leaft  eighteen  leagues,  when  I  efpi- 
ed  a  very  fmall  ifland  iibout  half  a  league  off, 
which  I  foon  reached.  It  was  nothing  but  a 
rock,  with  one  creek  naturally  arched  by  the  force 
of  tempefts.  Here  I  put  in  my  canoe,  and  climb- 
ing a  part  of  the  rock,  I  could  plainly  difcover 
land  to  the  Eaft,  extending  from  South  to  North. 
I  lay  all  night  in  my  canoe  j  and  repeating  my 
voyage  early  in  the  morning,  I  arrived  in  feven 
hours  to  the  South-Eaft  point  of  New-Holland. 
This  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  have  long 
entertained,  that  the  maps  and  charts  place  this 
country  at  leaft  three  degrees  more  to  the  Eaft 
than  it  really  is ;  which  thought  I  communicated 
many  years  ago  to  my  worthy  friend,  Mr  Her- 
man Moll,  and  gave  him  my  reafons  for  ity  al- 
though he  hath  rather  chofen  to  follow  other 
authors. 

I  faw  no  inhabitants  in  the  place  where  I  land- 
ed ;  and  being  unarmed,  I  was  afraid  of  ventur- 
ing far  into  the  country.     I  found  fome  fhcll- 

fiih 
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fiih  on  the  fhore,  and  eat'  them  raw,  not  daring 
to  kindle  a  fire,  for  fear  of  being  difcovered  by 
the  natives.  1  continued  three  days  feeding  on 
oyfters  and  limpets,  to  fave  my  own  provifions  ; 
and  I  fortunately  found  a  brook  of  excellent 
water,  which  gave  me  great  relief. 

On  the  fourth  day,  venturing  out  early  a  little 
too  far,  I  faw  twenty  or  thirty  natives,  upon  a 
height  not  above  five  hundred  yards  from  me. 
They  were  ftark  naked,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, round  a  fire,  as  I  could  difcover  by  the 
fmoke.  One  of  them  fpied  me,  and  gave  notice 
to  the  reft  \  five  of  them  advanced  towards  me^ 
leaving  the  women  and  children  at  the  fiive.  I 
xqade  what  hafte  I  could  to  the  ihore,  and  get- 
ting into  my  canoe,  fhoved  oflf:  The  favages  ob- 
ferving  my  retreat,  ran  after  me ;  and,  before  I 
could  get  far  enough  into  the  fea,  difcharged  an 
arrow  which  wounded  me  deeply  on  the  infide  of 
my  left  knee,  (1  fhall  carry  the  mark  to  my  grave). 
I  apprehended  the  arrow  might  be  poifoned,  and 
paddling  put  of  the  reach  of  their  darts,  (being 
a  calm  day),  I  made  a  fhift  to  fuck  the  wound^ 
and  drefs  it  as  well  as  I  could. 

I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  do,  for  I  durft  not  re- 
turn to  the  fame  landing-place,  but  ftood  to  the 
North,  and  was  forced  to  paddle  ;  for  the  wind, 
though  very  gentle,  was  againft  me^  blowing 
North- Weft.  As  I  was  looking  about  for  a  fe- 
cure  landing-place,  I  faw  a  fail  to  the  North 
North-Eaft,  which  appearing  every  minute  more 
vifible,  I  wtis  in  fomc  doubt  whether  I  fhould 

wait 
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wait  for  them  or  no :  But  at  la(l  mj  deteftation 
of  the  TaifM  race  prevailed ;  and  turiiing  my  ca- 
Aoe,  I  failed  and  paddled  together  to  the  South, 
and  got  into  the  fame  creek  from  -whence  I  kt 
out  in  the  morning,  chufing  rather  to  truft  my- 
felf  among  tbele  Barbarians,  i^n  live  with  Euro- 
pean Taboos.  1  drew  up  my  canoe  as  clofe  as  I 
could  to  the  (hore,  and  hid  myfelf  behind  a  (lone 
by  the  little  brook,  whichj  as  I  have  already 
faid,  was  excellent  water. 

The  fhip  came  within  half  a  league  of  this 
creek,  and  fcnt  out  her  long-boat,  with  veflcls  to 
take  in  freih  water  (for  the  place  it  ieems  was  ve- 
ry well  known) ;  but  I  did  not  obfervc  it  till  the 
boat  was  almoft  on  fhore*,  and  it  was  too  late  to 
feck  another  hiding-place.  The  feamen,  at  their 
landing,  obferved  my  canoe,  and  rummaging  it  all 
over,  cafily  conje£hired  that  the  owner  could  not 
be  far  off.  Four  of  them,  well  armed,  fearched 
every  cranny  and  lurking-'hole,  till  at  laft  they 
found  me  flat  on  my  face  behind  the  ftone. 
They  gazed  a-^while,  in  admiration  at  my  ftrange 
uncouth  drefe  ;  my  coat  made.of  fkins,  my  woodm- 
en foaled  (hoes,  and  my  furred  ftoc^ings  ;  from 
whence  however  they  concluded  1  was  not  a  na- 
tive of  the  place,  who  all  go  naked.  One  of  the 
feamen^  in  Portugueze,  bid  me  rife,  and  a&ed 
who  I  was  ?  I  underftood  that  language  very 
well,  and  getting  upon  my  feet,  faid,  I  was  a 
poor  Tahoo  banifhed  from  the  Houyhnhnms,  and 
defircd  they  would  pleafe  to  let  me  depart.  They 
admired  to  hear  me  anfwer  them  in  their  own 

\  tongue, 
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tongue,  and  iaw  by  my  complexion,  I  muft  be 
an  European,  but  were  at  a  k>fs  to  know  what 
I  meant  by  ITahoos^  and  Hoyyhnhnms,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fell  a4aughing  at  my  ftrange  tone 
in  fpcaking,  which  refenxbled  the  neighing  of  % 
horfe.  I  trembled  all  the  while  betwixt  fear  and 
hatred ;  I  again  deiired  leave  to  depart,  and  was 
gently  moving  to  my  canoe  ;  but  they  laid  hold 
on  me,  defiring  to  know,  what  country  I  was  of? 
whence  I  came  ?  with  many  other  queftions.  I 
.  told  them  I  was  born  in  England,  from  whence 
I  came  about  five  years  ago,  and  then  their 
country  and  ours  were  at  peace.  I  therefore 
hoped  they  would  not  treat  me  as  an  enemy, 
fince  I  meant  them  no  harm,  but  was  a.  poor 
iTahoo^  feeking  fome  defolate  place  where  to  paif 
the  remainder  of  his  unfortunate  life. 

When  they  began  to  talk,  I  thought  I  never 
heard  or  faw  any  thing  fo  unnatural ;  for  it  ap^ 
peared  to  me  as  mondrous,  as  if  a  dog  or  a 
cow  fhould  fpeak  in  England,  or  a  Tahoo  ii| 
Houyhnhnm-iand.  The  honeft  Portugueze  were 
equally  amazed  at  my  ftrange  drefs,  and  the  od4 
xnanner  of  delivering  my  words,  which  however 
they  underftood  very  well.  They  fpoke  to  me 
with  great  humanity,  and  faid  they  were  fure 
the  captain  would  carry  me  gratis  to  Lifbon^ 
from  whence  I  might  return  to  my  own  country : 
That  two  of  the  fcamen  would  go  back  to  the 
Ihip,  inform  the  .captain  of  what  they  had  feen, 
und  receive  his  orders ;  in  the  mean  time,  unlefi 
I  would  give  my  folemn  oath  not  to  fly,  they 
Vol.  V.  N  n  N»^xi^^ 
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would  fecurc  me  by  force.  I  thought  it  beft  to 
comply  with  their  propofal.  They^were  very 
curious  to  know  my  ftory,  but  I  gave  them  very 
little  fatisfadlion  :  And  they  all  conjeftured,  that 
tny  misfortunes  had  impaired  my  reafon.  In 
two  hours  the  boat^  which  went  loaden  with 
veffels  of  water,  returned  with  the  captain's  com- 
mand to  fetch  me  on  board.  I  fell  on  my  knees, 
to  preferve  my  liberty  j  but  all  was  in  vain,  and 
the  men  having  tied  me  with  cords,  heaved  me 
into  the  boat,  from  whence  I  was  taken  into  the 
ihip,  and  from  thence  into  the  captain's  cabbin. 
•  His  name  was  Pedro  de  Mendez  ;  he  was  a  very 
courteous  and  generous  perfon  :  He  entreated  me 
to  give  fomc  account  of  myfelf,  and  defired  to 
know  what  I  would  eat  or  drink  •,  faid,  I  fhould 
be  ufed  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  fpoke  fo  many  ob- 
liging things,  that  I  wondered  .to  find  fuch  civi- 
lities from  a  Tahoo.  However,  I  remained  filent 
and  fuUcn;  I  was  ready  to  faint  at  the  very  fmell 
of  him  and  his  men.  At  laft  I  defired  fomething 
to  eat  out  of  my  own  canoe  ;  but  he  ordered  me 
a  chicken,  and  fome  excellent  wine,  and  then  di- 
'  refted  that  I  fhould  be  put  to  bed  in  a  very  clean 
cabbin.  I  would  not  undrefs  myfelf,  but  lay  on 
the  bed-cloaths,  and  in  half  an  hour  ftole  out 
when  I  thought  the  crew  was  at  dinner,  and  get- 
ting to  the  fidQ  of  the  fliip,  was  going  to  leap  in- 
to the  fea,  and  fwim  for  my  life,  rather  than  con- 
tinue among  Taboos.  But  one  of  the  fcamen  pre- 
vented me,  and  having  informed  the  captain,  I 
was  chained  to  my  cabbin. 

After 
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After  dinner,  Don  Pedro  came  to  me,  and  dc*^ 
fired  to  know  my  reafon  ft)r  fo  defperate  an  at- 
tempt ;  aflured  me,  he  only  meant  to  do  me  all 
the  fervice  he  was  able,^  and  fpoke  fo  very  mov-r 
ingly,  that  at  laft  I  defcended  to  treat  him  like  aa 
animal,  which  had  fome  little  portion  of  reafon« 
I  gave  him  a  very  fhort  relation  of  my  voyage  ;: 
of  the  confpiracy  againft  me  by  my  own  men  \  of 
the  country  where  they  fet  me  on  fliore,  and  of 
my  five  years  refidence  there.  All  which  he 
looked  upon,  as^  if  it  lyere  a  dream  or  a  vifion  'y 
whereat  I  took  great  oflfence  ;  for  I  had  quite' 
forgot  the  faculty  of  lying,  fo  peculiar  to  Taboos- 
m  all  countries  -where  they  prefide,  and  confe-* 
quently  the  difpofition  of  fufpcdling  truth  in  o- 
thers  of  their  own  fpecies.  I  alked  him^  whether 
it  were  the  cuftom  in  his  country,  to  fay  the  thing 
nvhich  was  not  ?  I  aflured  him,^  I  had  almoft  for-» 
gotten  what  he  meant  by  falfhood,  and,  if  I  had- 
lived  a  thoufand  years  ia  Houyhnhnm-land,  I 
ihould  never  have  heard  a  lie  from  the  meaneft 
fervant :  That  I  was  altogether  indifferent  whether 
he  believed  me  or  no  j  but  however,  ia  return  for 
his  favours,  I  would  give  fo  much  allowance  to» 
the  corruption  of  his  nature,  as  to  anfwer  any. 
objection  he  would  pleafe  to  make,  and  then  he 
might  ealily  difcover  the  truth. 

The  captain,  a  wife  man,  after  many  endea- 
vours to  catch  me  tripping  in  fonie  part  of  my 
ftory,  at  laft  began  to  have  a  better  opinion  of. 
my  veracity.  But  he  added,  that  fincc  I  profefled» 
fo  inviolable  an  attachment  to  truth,  I  muft  give* 
N  n  z  \iw^®w 


424        GULLIVER^s  TRAVELS.      Part  IV. 

hitn  my  word  and  honour  to  bear  him  company 
'in  this  voyage,  without  attempting  any  thing  a- 
gainft  my  life,  or  elfe  he  wcMild  contmue  me  a 
prifoner still  we  arrived  at  Lifbon.  I  gave  him 
the  promile  he  required  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
"protefted,  that  I  would  fuffcr  tlic  grcateft  hard- 
fliips,  rather  fhan  return  to  live  among  Taboos. 

Our  voyage  pafled  without  any  codfiderabkr 
accident.  Id  gratitude  to  the  captain,  I  ibmetimeac 
fat  with  him  at  his  earneft  requcft,  and  ftrove  to 
conceal  my  antipathy  againft  human-kind,  al- 
though it  often  broke  out,  which  he  fuffered  ta 
pafs  without  obfervation.  But  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day  I  confined  myfelf  to  my  cabbin,  to  a« 
▼pid  feeing  any  of  the  crew,  Th^  captain  had 
often  entreated  me  to  ftrip  myfelf  of  my  favage 
drefs,  and  offered  to  lend  me  the  beft  fuit  of 
cloaths  he  had.  This  I  would  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  accept,  abhorring  to  cover  myfelf  with  any 
thing  that  had  been  on  the  back  of  a  Tahoo.  I 
only  defired  he  would  lend  me  two  clean  fhirts, 
which,  havkig  been  wafhed  fince  he  wore  them, 
I  believed  would  not  fo  much  defile  me.  Thefe  I 
changed  every  fecond  day,  and  wafhed  them  my- 
felf. 

We  arrived  at  Liibon,  Nov.  5.  17 15.  At  our 
landing,  the  captain  forced  me  to  cover  myfelf 
with  his  cloak,  to  prevent  the  rabble  from  croud- 
ing  about  me.  I  was  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe ; 
and  at  my  earneft  requeft,  he  led  me  up  to  t!|e 
higheft  room  backwards.  I  conjured  him  to 
cionceal  from,  all  perfons  what  1  had  told  him  of 
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the  Houyhnhnms  5  becaufe  the  lea  ft  hint  of  fuck 
a  ftory  would  not  only  draw  numbers  of  people 
to  fee  me,  but  probably  put  me  in  danger  of  be- 
ing imprifoned,  or  burnt  by  the  Inquifttion.  ThC; 
captain  perfuaded  me  to  accept  a  fuit  of  cloaths 
newly  made  ;  but  I  would  not  fuffer  the  tailor  to 
take  my  meafure  ;  however,  Don  Pedro  being  al- 
moft  of  my  fize,  they  fitted  me  well  enough.  He 
accoutred  me  with  other  neceflaries,  all  new,, 
which  I  aired  for  twenty-four  hours,  before  t 
would  ufe  them. 

The  captain  had  no  wife,  nor  above  three  fer-r 
vants,  none  of  which  were  fuffered  to  attend  aft 
meals  j  and  his  whole  deportment  was  fo  obliging, 
added  to  every  good  human  underftandbg,  that  I 
really  began  to  tolerate  his  company.  He  gained' 
fo  far  upon  me,  that  I  ventured  to  look  out  of  the 
back  window.  By  degrees  I  was  brought  into  a- 
nother  room,  from  whence  I  peeped  into  the 
ftreet,  but  drew  my  head  back  in  a  fright.  In  a 
week's  time  he  feduced  me  down  to  the  door.  I 
found  my  terror  gradually  leiSened,  but  my  ha- 
tred and  contempt  feemed  to  increafe.  I  was  at 
laft  bold  enough  to  walk  the  ftreet  in  his  com* 
pany,  but  kept  my  nofe  well  flopped  with  rue,  or 
fometimes  with  tobacco.. 

In  ten  days  Dom  Pedro,  to  whom  I  had  givea* 
fome  account  of  my  domeftic  affairs,  put  it  upoa^ 
'  me  as  a  matter  of  honour  and  confcience,  that  I- 
ought  to  return  to  my  native  countiy,  and  live  at 
home  with  my  wife  and  children.  He  told  mej. 
there  was  an  Englifh  fliip  in  the  port  juft  ready 
No  3  to> 
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to  fail,  and  he  would  fiirnHh  me  with  all  things 
neceflary*  It  woudd  be  tedious  to  repeat  his  argu- 
Aents,  and  my  contradiAions-  He  faid  it  wa$^ 
together  impoilible  to  find  fiich  a  folitary  iiland 
as  Ihad  deiired to  live  in  ;  bftit  I  might  command 
fai  my  own  houfe,  and  pais  my  time  ia  a  manner 
as  recluie  as  I  pleafed. 

I  complied  at  laft|  finding  I  could  not  do  bet- 
ter* I  left  Liibon  the  24th  day  of  November,  m 
&n  Englifh  merchantman  v  but  who  was  the  ma- 
iler, I  never  en(|uired.  Don  Pedro  accompanied 
me.  to  the  (hip,  and  lent  me  twenty  pounds.  He 
took  kind  leave  of  me,  and  embraced  me  at  part- 
ing, which  I  bore  as  well  as  I  could.  During 
this  laft  voyage,  I  had  no  commerce  with  the  ma-^ 
fter,  or  any  of  his  men  f  but  pretending  I  was 
fick,  kept  dofe  in  my  cabbin.  On  the  5th  of 
December  1715,^  we  caft  anchor  in  the  Downs 
about  nine  in  the  morning,  and  at  three  in  the 
afternoon  I  got  fafe  to  my  houfe  at  Rotherhith. 

My  wife  and  family  received  me  with  great 
furprife  and  joy^  becaufe  they  concluded  me  cer- 
tainly dead ;  but  I  muft  freely  confefs  the  fight 
of  them  filled  me  only  with  hatred,  difguft,  and 
contempt;  and  the  more  by  refle&ing  on  the 
near  alliance  I  had  to  them*  For  although,  fince 
my  unfortunate  exile  fi'onv  the  Houyhnhnm 
country,  I  had  compelled  myfelf  to*  tolerate,  the 
fight  of  Taboos^  and  to  converfe  with  Don  Pedro  • 
de  Mendez ;  yet  my  memory  and  imagination 
were  perpetually  filled  with  the  virtues  'and  ideas 
of  thoib  exalted  Houyhohnms.  And  when  I  be- 
gan 


gan  to  confidcr,  that  by  copulating  with  one  of 
the  JTa^oo-fytcits  I  had  become  a  parent  of  more^ 
it  ftruck  me  with  the  utmofl  fhame>  confuiion^ 
and  horror. 

As  fbon  as  I  entered  the  houfe,  my  wife  took 
me  in  her  arms^  and  YdSicd  me  :  At  which,  hav- 
ing not  been  ufed  to  the  touch  of  that  odious  ani- 
mal for  fo  many  years,  I  fell  into  a  fwoon  for  al» 
moft  an  hour.  At  the  time  I  am  writing,. it  is 
five  years  *  fincc  my  laft  return  to  England  :  Du- 
ring the  firft  year,  I  could  not  endure  my  wife  or 
children  in  my  prefence ;  the  very  fmell  of  them, 
was  intolerable,  much  lefs  could  I  fuffer  them  ta 
eat  in  the  fame  room.  To  this  hour  they  dare 
not  prefume  to  touch  my  bi*ead,  or  drink  out  of 
the  fame  cup ;  neither  was  I  ever  able  to  let  one 
of  them  take  me  by  the  hand.  The  firft  money 
i  laid  out,  was  to  buy  two  young  ftone-horfes, 
which  I  keep  in  a  good  ftable ;  and  next  to  them 
the  groom  is  my  greateft  fevourite,  for  I  feel  my 
fpirits  revived  by  the  fmell  he  contrafts  in  the 
ftable.  My  horfes  underftand  me  tolerably  well ;. 
I  converfe  with  them  at  leaft  four  hours  every 
day.  They  are  ftrangers  to  bridle  or  faddle ; 
they  live  in  great  amity  with  me,  and  friendihip 
ta  each  other. 

CHAP. 

*  This  was  intended  as  a  mark,  whereby  the  exaA  point  of 
time,  when  Dr  Swift  finished  this  noble  and  grand  performance^ 
which,  in  the  prophetic  ftyle  of  his  friend  Pope,  will  in  futore 
ages  be  the  admiration  of  all  men,  fliould  be  known  to  poft^* 
iity.     Svfifi. 
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CHAP.        XII*. 

The  author's  veracity.  His  deftgn  in  publi/hing  this 
work.  His  cenfure  ofthofe  travellers*  ivhofwerve 
from  the  truth.  The  author  clears  himfelf  from 
any  Jinifler  ends  in  writing.  An  objeBion  an^ 
fwered.  The  tnethod  of  planting  colonies.  His 
native  country  commended.  The  right  of  the  crown 
to  thofe  countries  defcribed  by  the  author^  is  jufti'- 
fiedk  The  difficulty  of  conquering  them.  The  au* 
thor  takes  his  loft  leave  of  the  reader  :  propofeth  his 
manner  of  living  fir  the  future;  gives  good  advice^, 
and  concludeth. 


THUS,  gentle  reader,  I  have  given  thee  a' 
faithful  hiftory  of  my  travels  for  fixteen 
years  and  above  feven  months;  wherein  I  have 
not  been  fo  ftudious  of  ornament,  as  of  truth.  I 
could  perhaps,  like  others,  have  aftonifhed  thee 

with 

*"  I  nruft  confefs,  in  the  fpirit  of  candoar  and  finccrity,  that 
I- heartily  wifli  this-iath  chapter,  which  is,  without  exception, 
the  dulled  piece  (at  lead  that  I  can  remember)  in  his  whole  wri- 
tings, were  either  burnt  or  annihilated  :  This  indeed,  like  the 
Kfl  of  his  cities,  I  could  eafily  have  pafled  over  uncenfured : 
Perhaps  they  never  obferved  it.  And  yet  all  that  I  mean  by* 
this  gentle  feverity,  (for  I  defpifc  the  reputation  of  a  little  ccn- 
fnring  critic),  is  to  (hew  the  world,  that  I  would  fcorn  to  ap- 
prove, through  thick  and  thin,  the  works  of  the  mod  improved, 
confiimmate  genius,  in  defpite  to  that  little  knowledge  which  I 
have-eodcavoured  to  acqpire,  as  a  direction  to  my  own  tafte  an4 . 
judgment.    &vj\JU 
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with  ftrange  Improbable  tales  :  But  I  rather  chufe 
to  relate  plain  matter  of  fa£l,  in  the  iimpleft  man- 
ner and  flile ;  becaufe  my  pinncipal  dellgn  was  to 
inform,  and  not  to  amufe  thee. 

It  is  eafy  for  bs  who  travel  into  remote  coun- 
tries, which  are  feldom  vifited  by  Englifbmen  or 
other  Europeans,  to  form  dcfcriptions  of  wonder- 
ful animals  both  at  fea  and  land.  Whereas  a  tra- 
veller's chief  aim  fhould  be  to  make  men  wifer 
:ind  better,  and  to  improve  their  minds  by  the 
bad,  as  well  as  good  example,  of  what  they  deli- 
ver concerning  foreign  places* 

I  could  heartily  wi(h  a  law  was  enacted,  that 
every  traveller,  before  he  were  permitted  to  pu- 
blifh  his  voyages,  ihould  be  obliged  to  make  oath 
before  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  that  all  he  in- 
tended to  print  was  abfolutely  true,  to  the  beft 
©f  his  knowledge ;  for  then  the  world  would  na 
longer  be  deceived,  as  it  ufually  is  ^  while  fomc 
writers,  to  make  their  works  pafs  the  better  upon 
the  public,  impofe  the  groileft  falfities  on  the  un- 
wary reader.  I  have  perufed  feveral  books  of 
travels  with  great  delight  in  my  younger  days  ; 
but  having  fince  gone  over  Qioft  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  been  able  to  contradi^  many  fabulous 
accounts  from  my  owti  obfervation,  it  hath  given 
me  a  great  difguft  againft  this  part  of  reading, 
and  fome  indignation  to  fee  the  credulity  of  man- 
kind fo  impudently  abufed.  Therefore,  fince  my 
acquaintance  were  pleafed  to  think  my  poor  en^ 
deavoni*s  might  not  be  unacceptable  to  my  coun- 
try, I  impofed  on  myfelf,  a3  a  maxim  never  to  be 


430        GUmVER's  TRAVELS.      PartlVI 

fweryed  from,  that  I  would^r/^/j?  adhere  to  truth:\ 
Neither  indeed  can  I  be  ever  under  the  leaft  temiv 
tation  to  vary  from  it,  while  I  retain  in  my  mind 
the  le£hires  and  example  of  my  noble  mafter,  and  J 
the  other  illuftrious  Houyhnhnms,  of  whom  I 
bad  fo  long  the  honour  to  be  an  humble  hearer. 

— — Necji  nnferum  fortuna  Sinonem 
Finxiif  vanum  etiam^  mendacemque  improba  Jingef,  L 

I  know  very  well,  how  little  reputation  is  to  *^' 
be  got  by  writings,  which  require  neither  genius 
nor  learning,  nor  indeed  any  other  talent,  except 
a  good  memory,  or  an  exaft  journal.  I  know 
likewife,  that  writers  of  travels,  like  diBiomry* 
makers,  are  funk  into  oblivion  by  the  weight  and 
bulk  of  thofe  who  come  laft,  and  therefore  lie 
uppermoft.  And  it  is  highly  probable,  that  fucb 
travellers,  who  {hall  hereafter  vifit  the  countries 
defcribcd  in  this  work  of  mine,  may,  by  deteft- 
ing  my  errors  (if  there  be  any)  and  adding  many 
new  difcoveries  of  their  own,  juftle  me  out  of 
vogue,  and  ftand  in  my  place,  making  the  world 
forget  that  ever  I  was  an  author.  This  indeed 
would  be  too  great  a  mortification,  if  I  wrot^  for 
fame :  But  as  my  fole  intention  was  the  public 
goody  I  cannot  be  altogether  difappointed.  For 
who  can  read  of  the  virtues.  I  have  mentioned  in 
the  glorious  Houyhnhnms,  without  being  afliamed 
of  his  own  vices,  when  he  confiders  himfelf  as 
the  reaibning,  governing  animal  of  his  countxy  ? 
I  ihall  fay  nothing  of  thofe  remote  nations,  where 
JTatoos  prefide  j  amongft  which  the  leaft  corrupt-^ 

ed 
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cd  are  the  Brobdingnagians,  whofc  wife  maxims 
in  morality  and  government  it  would  be  our  hiaip- 
pinefs  to  obferve.  But  I  forbear  defcanting  far* 
ther,  and  rather  leave  the  judicious  reader  to  his 
own  remarks  and  applications. 

I  am  not  a  little  pleafed,  that  this  work  of 
mine  can  poffibly  meet  with  no  cenfurers  :  For 
what  objeftions  can  be  made  agairift  a  writer, 
who  relates  only  plain  fafts,  that  happened  in 
fuch  diftant  countries,  where  we  have  not  the 
leaft  intereft  with  refpcft  either  to  trade  or  nego^ 
tiations  ?  I  have  carefully  avoided  every  fault, 
with  which  commcm  writers  of  travels  are  often 
too  jnftly  charged.  Befides,  I  meddle  not  the 
leaft  with  any  party y  but  write  without  paflion, 
prejudice,  or  ill-will,  againft  any  man,  or  number 
of  men  whatfoever.  I  write  for  the  nobleft  end, 
to  inform  and  inftruft  mankind,  over  whom  I 
may,  without  breach  of  modefty,  pretend  to 
fome  fuperiority,  from  the  advantages  I  received 
t)y  converfing  fo  long  among  the  moft  accomplifh- 
cd  Houyhnhnms.  I  write  without  any  view  to- 
wards profit  or  praife.  I  never  fuffer  a  word  to 
pafs,  that  may  look  like  refleftion,  or  poffibly 
give  the  leaft  offence,  even  to  thofe  who  are  moft 
ready  to  take  it.  So  that,  I  hope,  I  may  with 
juftice  pronounce  myfelf  an  author  perfeftly 
Blamelefs  ;  againft  whom  the  tribes  of  anfwerers, 
confiderers,  obfervers,  reflefters,  detefters,  re- 
markers,  will  never  be  able  to  find  matter  for  cx- 
«rcifing  their  talents. 

I 
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I  coafcfi  it  was  wbifpcred  to  me,  that 
bound  to  duty*  a«  a  fubjed  of  England,  tc 
given  in  a  memorial  to  a  Secretary  of  State 
firft  coming  over  $  becaufe,  whatever  lanic 
difcovered  by  a  fubje^  belong,  to  the  c 
But  I  doubt  whether  our  conquefb>  in  the 
iries  I  treat  of,  would  be  as  eafy  as  tho&  o 
dinando  Cortez  over  the  naked  Americans- 
lilUputianSi  i  think,  are  hardly  worth  the  < 
of  a  fleet  and  army  to  reduce  them;  and 
fiion  whether  it  might  be  prudent  or  fafe 
tempt  the  Brobdii^gnagians  ;  or  whether  an 
liih  army  would  be  much  at  their  eafe  wii 
flying  ifland  over  their  heads.  The  Houyhc 
indeed  appear  not  to  be  fo  weU  prepared  foi 
a  fcience  to  which  they  are  perfeA  ftrangen 
especially  agaioft  m^ve  weapons.  Hoi 
fuppofing  myielf  to  be  a  minifter  of  ftate,  I 
Aever  give  my  advice  for  invading  them, 
prudence,  unaninuty,  unacquaintednefs  witl 
and  their  love  of  their  country,  would 
fupply  all  defefts  in  the  military  art.  In 
twenty  thpufand  of  them  breaking  into  the 
of  an  European  army,  confounding  the  i 
overturnmg  the  carriages,  battering  the  wz 
fsices  into  mummy  by  terrible  yerks  froni 
hinder  hoofs ;  for  they  would  well  defen 
xharaAer  given  to  Auguftus  :  Recalcitrat  u 
tutus.  But  inftead  of  prqpoials  for  conqj 
that  magnanimous  nation,  I  rather  wiflb 
were  in  a  capacity,  or  difpofition,  to  fend  s 
cient  number  of  their  inhabitants  for  civ 
1  El 
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Europe^  by  teaching  us  the  firft  principles  of  ho* 
nour,  juftke,  truth,  temperancet  puUic  ipirit^ 
fortitude,  chaftity,  friendihip,  benevolencei  and 
fideifty  :  The  mames  of  all  which  virtues  are  ftiU 
retained  among  us  in  moft  Unguages,  and  are  to 
be  met  with  in  modem,  as  well  as  ancient  au- 
thors $  whidi  I  am  able  to  aflert  from  tny  own 
fmall  reading. 

But  C  had  another  reafbn,  which  made  me  left 
forward  to  enlarge  his  Majei^s  dominions  by  my 
difcoveries.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  had  conceived  a 
few  fcmpks  with  relation  to  the  diftributive  juf- 
tice  of  princes  upon  thofe  occaAons.  For  in* 
ilance,  a  crew  of  pirates  arc  driTcn  .by  a  ftorm, 
they  know  not  whither^  at  length,  a  boy  difco- 
vers  land  from  the  top-maft ;  they  go  on  fhore  to 
rob  and  plunder)  they  fee  an  harmlefs  people, 
«re  entertained  with  kindnefs  %  they  give  the 
country  a  new  name^  they  take  formal  poflTd&oaL 
of  ft  for  their  king ;  they  fet  up  a  rotten  plank  or 
-a  ftone  for  a  memorial ;  they  murder  two  or  three 
<iozen  of  the  natives,  bring  away  a  couple  more 
by  force  for  a  fample,  return  home,  and  get 
their  pardon.  Here  commences  a  new  dominion^ 
acquired  with  a  titie  by  divine  right.  Ships  are 
fent  with  the  firft  opportunity  5  the  natives  dri- 
ven out  of  dcftroyed  5  their  princes  tortured  to 
difcover  their  gold  5  a  free  licence  given  to  all  afls 
of  inhumanity  and  luft,  the  earth  reeking  with 
the  blood  of  it^  inhabitants ;  and  this  execrable 
crew  of  butchers  employed  in  fo  pious  an  expedi- 
VoL.  V.  O  o  tion. 
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tion,  is  a  modern  colony ^  fent  to  convert  and  civi* 
lize  an  idolatrous  and  barbarous  people. 

But  this  defcription,  I  confefs,  doth  by  no 
means  zStd  tlie  Britifh  nation,  who  may  be  an 
example  to  the  whole  world  for  their  wifdom, 
care,  and  juflice  in  planting  colonies ;  their  liberal 
endowments  for  the  advancement  of  religion  and 
learning ;  their  choice  of  devout  and  able  paftors 
to  propagate  Chrtftianity  ;  their  caution  in  (lock- 
ing their  provinces  with  people  of  fober  lives  and 
converfations  from  this  the  mother  kingdom ; 
their  ftrift  regard  to  the  diftribution  of  juftice  in 
fupplying  the  civil  adminiftration,  through  all 
their  colonies,  with  officers  of  the  greateft  abili- 
ties, utter  ftrangers  to  corruption ;  and,  to  ctown 
all,  by  fending  the  moft  vigilant  and  virtuous  go- 
vcmoi-s,  who  have  no  other  view  than  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  over  whom  they  prefide,  and 
the  honour  of  the  King  their  matter. 

But  as  thefe  countries,  which  I  have  defcribcd, 
<lo  not  appear  to  have  any  defire  of  being  con- 
<iuered,  and  enflaved,  murdered  or  driven  out 
by  colonies  5  nor  abound  cither  in  gold,  filver, 
fugar,  or  tobacco ;  I  did  humbly  conceive,  they 
were  by  no  means  proper  objefts  of  our  zeal,  our 
valour,  or  our  intercft.  However,  if  thofc 
whom  it>  more  concerns  think  fit  to  be  pf  ano- 
ther opinion,  I  am  ready  to  depofe,  when  I  fhall 
be  lawfully  called,  that  no  European  did  ever  vifit 
thefe  countries  before  mc.  I  mean,  if  the  inha- 
-bitants  ought  to  be  believed,  unlefs  a  difpute  may 
^arife  concerniug  t.\xc  two  Taboos  faid  to  have  been 
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feen  many  ages  ago  upon  a  mountain  in 
Houyhnhnm-land. 

But  as  to  the  formality  of  taking  poflef&on  in 
my  fovereign^s  name,  it  never  came  once  into  my 
thoughts ;  and  if  it  had,  yet,  as  my  affairs  then 
ftood,  I  fhould  perhaps,  in  point  of  prudence 
and  felf-prefervation,  have  put  it  off  to  a  better 
opportunity. 

Having  thus  anfwered  the  only  objeftion  that 
can  ever  be  raifed  againft  me  as  a  traveller,  I  here 
take  a  final  leave  of  all  my  courteous  readers,  and 
return  to  enjoy  my  own  fpeculations  in  my  little 
garden  at  Rotherhith ;  to  apply  thofe  excellent 
leffbns  of  virtue,  which  I  learned  among  the 
Houyhnhnms  ;  "to  inftruft  the  Yahoos  of  my  own 
family,  as  far  as  I  fliall  find  them  docible  animals  5 
to  behold  my  figure  often  in  a  glafs,  and  thus,  if 
pofljble,  habituate  myfelf  by  time  to  tolerate  the 
fight  of  a  human  creature  \  to  lament  the  bru- 
tality of  Houyhnhnms  in  my  own  country,  but 
always  treat  their  perfons  with  refpeft,  for  the  fake 
of  my  noble  matter,  his  family,  his  friends,  and 
the  whole  Houyhnhnm  race,  whom  thefe  of  ours 
have  the  honour  to  refemble  in  all  their  linea- 
ments, however  their  intelleftuals  came  to  dege- 
nerate. 

I  began  laft  week  to  permit  my  wife  to  fit  at 
dinner  with  me  at  the  fartheft  end  of  a  long  table  5 
and  to  anfwer  (but  with  the  utmoft  brevity)  the 
few  queftions  I  afked  her.  Yet  the  fmell  of  a 
Yahoo  continuing  very  offcnfive,  I  always  kept 
my  nofc  well  ftopt  with  rue,  lavender,  or  tobacco- 
O  o  2  Vv^ta.. 
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kaves.  And,  although  it  be  hard  for  a  man 
late  in  life  to  remove  old  habits,  I  am  not  to- 
gether ovt  of  hopesy  in  fome  time,  to  fuffer  a 
neighbour  Tahoo  in  my  company,  without  the  ap* 
prchenfions  I  am  yec  under  of  his  teeth  or  his 
claws* 

My  reconcilemeoc  to  the  Taboo  kind  in  general 
might  not  be  fo  difficult,  if  they  would  be  con- 
tent Mrith  thofe  Tices  and  foRiea  only,  which  na« 
ture  hath  entitled  them  to.  I  am  not  in  the  IcaA 
provoked  at  the  %ht  of  a  lawyer,  a  pick-pGK:ket| 
a  colonel,  a  fool,  a  lord,  a  gam^fter,  a  politician^ 
&  whorc-monger,  a  phyiician,  an  evidence,  a 
fubomer,  an  attorney^  a  traitor,  or  the  liike  : 
This  is  an  according  to  the  due  courfe  of  thinj^^ 
But  when  I  behold  a  lluiap  of  deformity  and  dif' 
eafes,  both  in  body  and  mind,  fmitten  with  pride, 
it  immediately  breaks  all  the  meafures  of  my  p»* 
tience  i  neither  fhall  I  ever  be  able  to  comparehetid 
how  fuch  an  animal,  and  fuch  a  vice,  couki  tally 
together.  The  wife  and  virtuous  Hotiyhnhnms, 
who  abound  in  all  excellencies  that  can  adorn  a 
rational  creature>  have  no  name  for  this  vice  in 
their  language,  which  hath  not  tei*ms  to  expircis 
any  thing  that  is  evil,  except  thofe  whereby  they 
defcribe  the  deteftable  qualities  of  their  Talms^ 
among  which  they  were  not  abk  to  diftinguiOi 
this  of  pride,  for  want  of  thoroughly  imdcrftand- 
ing  human  nature,  as  it  iheweth  itielf  in  other 
countries  where  that  animal  prefidcs.  But  I, 
who  had  more  experience,  could  pl^unly  obfirrve 
fome  Kudin:^avU  of  it  among  the  wild  Tatmss^ 
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But  the  Houyhhhnms^  who  live  under  the  go- 
vernment of  reafon,  are  no  more  proud  of  the 
good  qualities  they  poflefs,  than  I  fhould  be  for 
not  wanting  a  leg  or  an  arm,  which  no  man  in 
his  wits  would  boaft  of,  although  he  muft  be  mi- 
ferable  without  them.  I  dwell  the  longer  upon 
this  fubjeft,  from  the  defire  I  have  to  make,  the 
fociety  of  an  EngliQi  Tahoo  by  any  means  not  in- 
fupportable  ;  and  therefore  I  here  entreat  thofe 
who  have  any  tincture  of  this  abfurd  vice,  that. 
they  will  not  prefume  to  come  in  my  fight.  . 


•,*  To  mortify  pride,  which  indeed  was  not  made  for  maa^. 
and  produces  not  only  the  moft  ridiculous  follies,  but  the  moft- 
cxtcnfivc  calamity,  appears  to  have  been  one  general  view  of 
the  author  in  every  part  of  theic  Travels.  Pcrfon'al  (hength  and 
beauty,  the  wifdom  and  the  virtue  of  mankind,  become  obje^s^ 
not  of  pride,  but  of  humility,  in  the-  diminutive  (lature,  and 
contemptible  weaknefs  of  the  l^illiputians ;  in  the  horrid  defor-  • 
mity  of  the  Brobdingnagians ;  in  the  learned  folly  of  the  Lapu- 
tians ;  and  in  the  parallel  drawn  between  our  manners  and  thofe 
of  the  Houyhnhnnis.     Haivkef. 

Swift's  Gulliver  is  a  dire^,  plain,  and  bitter  fatire.  again  (I  the 
innumerable  follies  and  corruptions  in  law,  politics,  learning, 
morals,  and  religion.  And,  without  difpnte,  theH;  manifold, 
corruptions  have,  in  a  courTe  of  ages^  by  the  re6nemeiits  and . 
glodes  of  iniquitous  men,  arrived  at  lad  to  fuch  flrength  and 
effrontery,  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for  alt  the  wit  and  genius  - 
that  ever  warmed  the  imagination  of  a  fatirifl,  to  lafh  them 
Mrith  any  degree  of  fevcrity  proportioned  to  that  excefs  of  per- 
turbation and  mifchief  which  they  feverally  occafioir  io  the  great 
circle  of  focicty.  All,  therefore,  which  can  be  done  by  a  wife 
man,  (feeing  that  by  nature  he  is  appointed  to  a^  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty,  fifty,  or  fcveoty  years,  fome  ridiculous,  filly  part  in- 
this  fantaftic  theatre  of  mifery,  vice,  and  corruption),  is  either 
tp  lament  with  Heraclitus,  the  iniquities  of  the  world;  or,. 
O  o  3  >«!ccis2cv\ 
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which  is  the  more  chearfDl,  and  therefore,  I  do  prefiimcy  the 
more  eligible  oourfe,  to  laagh,  with  Democritns,  at  all  the 
knaves  and  fools  apon  earth.  And  accordingly  vre  find,  that 
Dr  Swift  has,  In  thefe  Travels,  exerted  a  force  of  ridicule  and. 
iatire,  pointed  fo  dircAly  againft  the  depravities  of  human-kindy. 
and  Aipported  with  fuch  an  abundance  of  wit  and  pleaiantry,  as 
indeed  more  than  perfuade  us  to  believe,  that  his  intention  was 
either  to  laugh  vice  and  immorality,  if  it  were  pofCble,  quite  out 
of  the  worid ;  or  at  lead  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  virtue  on  all  the 
patrons  and  abettors  of  iniquity*    Svtift, 
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T    O 


UINBUS   FLESTRIN, 
t    II    fi 
MAN. MOUNTAIN. 

A    LILLIPUTIAN    ODE, 


IN  Amaze 
Lofti  I  gaze. 
Can  our  eyes 
Reach  thy  fize  ? 
May  niy  l^ys 
Swell  whh  praife, 
Worthy  thee  f 
Worthy  me  \ 
Mufe^  inTplre 
All  thy  Fire  ! 
Bards  of  oM 
Of  hhn  told. 
When  they  faid, 
Atlas*  head 
Propt  the  Ikies : 
»Sec !  »ad  believe  your  eyes ! 

II.  See 
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II. 

See  him  ftridc 
Valleys  wide  : 
Over  woods. 
Over  floods. 
When  he  treads. 
Mountains  heads 
Groan  and  fhake : 
Armies  quake, 
Left  his  fpurn 
Overturn 
Man  and  fleed : 
Troops  take  heed  f 
licft  and  right. 
Speed  your  flight ! 
Left  an  hoft 
Beneath  his  foot  be  loft. 

III. 

Turned  afide 
From  his  hide. 
Safe  from  wound 
Darts  rebound. 
From  his  nofe 
Clouds  he  blows : 
"When  he  fpeaks. 
Thunder  breaks ! 
When  he  eats, 
Famine  thi*eats ! 
When  he  drinkar, 
Neptune  fhrinks  ! 
Nigh  thy  Ear, 
In  mid-air. 
On  thy  hand, 
Let  me  ftand  s 
So  fhall  I 
Ifiift^  'gotx.l  lovkch  the  fky. 
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THE 


LAMENTATION 


O    F 


Glumdalclitch^  for  the  Lofs  of  Grildrig: 
A     PASTORAL. 


SOON  as  GlumdaklHch mifs^d  her  pleafingcare. 
She  wept,  flie  blubber'd,  and  Ihc  tore  herhair. 
No  Britijh  mils  fincerer  grief  has  known. 
Her  fquirrel  miffing,  or  her  fparrow  flown. 
She  furPd  her  fampler,  and  haivPd  in  her  thready 
And  ftuck  her  needle  into  Grildrig*^  bed  ; 
Then  fpread  her  hands,  and  with  a  bounce  let  fall 
Her  baby,  like  the  giant  in  GuiidhalL 
In  peals  of  thunder  now  (he  roars,  and  now 
She  gently  whimpers  like  a  lowing  cow : 
Yet  lovely  in  her  forrow  ftill  appears, 
Her  locks  diflievell'd,  and  her  flood  of  tears. 
Seem  like  the  lofty  barn  of  fomc  rich  fwain. 
When  from  the  thatch  drips  feft  a  ihoVr  of  rain. 
In  vain  (he  fcarch'd  each  cranny  of  the  houie. 
Each  gapbg  chink  impervious  to  a  moufe. 
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*  Was  It  for  this  (flie  cry'd)  with  daily  care, 

*  Within  thy  reach  I  fet  the  vinegar  ? 

*  And  fiird  the  cruet  with  the  acid  tide, 

*  While  pepper-water  worms  thy  bait  fupply'd  5 

*  Where  twin'd  the  fiiver  eel  around  thy  hook, 
'  And  all  the  little  monfters  of  the  brook. 

*  Sure  in  that  lake  he  dropti  My  Grilles  drown'd, 

*  She  drdg^d  the  cruet,  but  no  Grildrtg  found. 

*  Vain  is  thy  courage,  Grilly^  vain  thy  boaft  : 

*  But  little  creatures  enterprize  the  moft. 

*  Treaabiing,  I've  ^een  thee  dare  the  kitten's  paw, 

*  Nay,  mix  with  children,  as  they  play'd  at  taw, 

*  Nor  fear  the  marbles,  as  they  bounding  flew : 
^  Marbles  to  them,  but  rollidg  rockp  to  you. 

*  Why  did  I  truft  thee  with  that  giddy  youth  ? 

*  Who  from  3.  page  can  ever  learn  the  truth  ? 

c  Vej-g'j  in  court-tricks^  that  money-loving  boy, 
f  To  fome  lord's  daughter  fold  the  Uvii^  toy  i 

*  Or  rent  him  Hmb  from  limb  in  cruel  {day, 
^  As  childroi  tears  the  wings  of  flies  away. 

^  From  place  to  place  o'^r  Brohdir^nug  VH  roam, 
^  And  never  will  return,  or  faring  thee  home^ 

*  But  who  hath  eyes  to  trace  the  pacing  wind  ? 
^  How,  then,  thy  £airy  footfteps  can  I  fiod  ? 

^  Dofl  tfaou  bewiiderM  waoder  all  alone, 

*  In  the  green  thicket  of  a  moity  flooe, 

*  Or  tumbled  from  the  toad-ftool's  flipp'ry  roufld, 
'  Perhaps  all  maim'd,  lie  grov'lingon  die  ground '? 
^  Doft  thou,  itnbofomM  in  che  lovely  rofc, 

*  Or  funk  within  the  peach's  down  repofe  ? 

'*  Within  the  king-cup  if  thy  limbs  are  fpread> 
^  Or  in  the  golden  co^rflip's  ydtvct  head^ 
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O  (hew  mc,  Flora,  'midft  thofe  fweets,  the  floVr 
Where  flceps  my  Grildrig  in  his  fragrant  bow'n 
«  But  ah  !  I  fear  thy  little  fancy  roves 
On  little  females,  and  on  little  loves  \ 
Thy  pigmy  children,  and  thy  tiny  fpoufey 
The  baby  play-things-  that  adorn  thy  houfe. 
Doors,  windows,  chimneys,  and  the  fpacious 

rooms. 
Equal  in  fize  to  cells  of  honeycombs. 
Haft  thou  for  thefe  now  ventured  from  the  fhore. 
Thy  bark  a  bean-fhell,  and  a  ftraw  thine  oar  ? 
Or,  in  thy  box,,  now  boimdiilg  on  th&main. 
Shall  I  ne'er  bear  thyfelf  and  houfe  again  ? 
And  (hall  I  fet  thee  on  my  hand  no  more. 
To  fee  thee  leap  the  lines,  and  traverfe  o'er 
My  fpacious  p^m  ?  of  ftature  fcarce  a  fpan^ 
Mimic  the  a£tions  of  a  real  man?' 
No  more  behold  thee  turn  my  watch's  key. 
As  feamen  at  a  capftern  anchors  weigh  ? 
How  wert  thouwont  to  walk  with  cautious  tread^ 
A  di(h  of  tea  like  milk-pail  on  thy  head  ? 
Hbw  chace  the  mile  that  bore  thy  cheefe  away^ 
And  kept  the  rolling  maggot  at  a  bay  ?* 
She  faid!;  but  broken  accents  ftbpt  her  voice,. 
Soft  as  the  fpeaking^trumpet's  mellow  noife  : 
She  fobb'd  a  ftorm,  and'wip'd  her  flowing  eyes,. 
Which  feem'd  like  two  broad  fiins  in  miffiy  ikies  r 
O !  fquander  not  thy  grief;  thofe  tears  command. 
To  weep  upon  oxxvco&m  Newfoundland  : 
The  plenteous  pickle  fhaU  preferve  the  fifh. 
And  Europe  taftc  thy  forrows  in  her  difh. 
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MARY    GULLIVER 


T    O 


Capt.  LEMUEL  GULLIVER. 


ARGUMENT. 

Tie  captainyfome  time  after  hu  return^  being  retire 
ed  to  Mr  Sympfon's  in  the  country  r  Mrs  Gul- 
liver apprehending^  from  his  late  behaviour ^  fome 
ejirangement  of  his  affeBions^  ivrites  him  the  Jo/-' 
/owing  expojlulatingf  foothingy  and  tendirly^om^ 
plaining  £  p  i  S  T  L  E. 


W 


Elcome^   thrice  welcome^  to  thy  natWe 
place ! 

— ^ What !  touch  me  not  ?  What  1  fhun  a 

wife's  embrace  ? 
Have  I  for  this  thy  tedious  abfence  borne^ 
And  wak'd,  and  wifh'd  whole  nights  for  th}^ 

turn  ? 

In  five  long  years  I  took  no  fecond  fpoufe. 
What  Redriff'wifc  fo  long  hath  kept  her  vows  ? 
Your  eyes,  your  nofe,  inconftancy  betray  ; 
Your  nofe  you  flop,  your  eyes  you  turn  away. 

Tis 
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Tis  faid,  that  tbou  Oiovld&  cleave  unto  thy  *iaifej 
Once  thou  didft  cleave,  smd/ could  cleave  forlife.^ 
Hear,  and  relent  I  hark,  haw  thy  children  moan  5^ 
Be  kind  at  leaft  to  thefe,,  they  are  thy  own ;. 
Be  bold,  and  count  them  all ;  fecure  to  find 
The  honeft  number  that  you  left  behind* 
See  how  they  pat  thee  with  their  pretty  paws  : 
Why  ftart  thee,  ai-e  they  fnakes  ?  or  have  they 

claws  ? 
Thy  Chriftian  feed,  our  mutual  flelh  and  bone  i 
Be  kind  at  leaft  to  thefe,  they  are  thy  own. 

Biddel  *,  like  thee,  might  fartheft  India  rove  ; 
He  chang'd  his  country,  but  rctain'd  his  love* 
There's  captain  Pannelj  abfent  half  his  life. 
Comes  back,  and  is  the  kinder  to  his  wife. 
Yet  PanneVs  wife  is  brown  compared  to  me. 
And  miftrefs  Biddel  fure  is  fifty-three. 

Not  touch  me !  never  neighbour  call'd  me  flut  % 
Was  Flimnap^s  dame  more  fweet  in  LiUiput  ? 
I've  no  red  hair  to  breathe  an  odious  fume  \. 
At  leafl  thy  confort's  cleaner  than  thy  groom. 
Why  then  that  dirty  ftable-boy  thy  care  ? 
What  mean  tbofc  vifits  from  the  Barrel  Mare  ? 
Say,  by  what  witchcraft,  or  what  Daemon  led, 
Prefer'ft  thou  litter  to  the  marriage  bed  ? 

Some  fay,"  the  dev'l  himfelf  is  in  that  mare: 
If  fo,  our  Dean  fhall  drive  him  forth  by  prayer. , 
Some  think  you  mad,  fome  think  you  are  pofleft^ 
That  bedlam  and  clean  ftra^  would  fuit  you  beft : 
Vain  means,  alas,  this  frenzy  to  appeaze  ! 
Thaty?r^jw  t\x?it  Jlraw  would  heighten  the  difeafe. 
::       .  V  ^  2  My 
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My  bed  (the  fccne  of  all  our  former  joys^ 
Witnefs  two  lovely  girls,  two  lovely  boys) 
Alone  I  prefs ;  in  dreams  I  call  my  dear« 
I  ftrctch  my  hand,  no  GulHver  is  there  ! 
I  wake,  I  rife,  and  (hiv'ring  with  the  froftj. 
Search  all  the  houfe,  my  Gulliver  is  loft ! 
Forth  in  the  ftreet  I  rulh  with  frantic  cries  j 
The  windows  open  ;  all  the  neighbours  rife ; 
Where  Jleeps  my  Gulliver  ?  O  tell  me  where  J 
The  neighbours  anfWer,  •  With  the  Sorrel' Marr^ 

At  earfy  morn  I  to  the  market  hafte, 
(Studious  in  ev^ry  thing  to  pleafe  thy  tafte)  ; 
A  CMTiOMS  fowl  and  Jparragrafs  I  chofc, 
(For  I  remember  yoti  were  fbnd  of  thofe). 
Three  (hilHngs  coft  the  firff,  the  1^  lcv*n  groats  ^ 
Sullen  you  turn  from  both,  and  call  for  oats. 

Others  bring  goods  and  treafure  to  their  houies^ 
Something  to  deck  their  pretty  babes  and  fpoufes; 
My  only  token  wais  a  cup  like  hom. 
That's  made  of  nothing  bur  a  ISidy^S  corn. 
'Tisnot  for  that  I  grieve  j  noi  'tis  to  fee 
The  groom  zxA  fort  el  mare  prefer*d  to  me; 

Thefe  for  fome  moments  when  you  deign  ta 
quit, 
And  (at  due  diftance)  fweet  dUcourib  admit, 
Tis  all'  my  plcaftire  thy  paft  toil  to  know, 
Fbr  pleas'd  remembrance  buildi  deBght  on  woe : 
At  ev^ry  danger  pants  thy  confort'H  breaft. 
And  gaping  infants  fquall  to^  hear  die  reft; 
How  did  I  tremble,  when  by  thouiands  bound,. 
I  fawthee  ilretch'd  on  £///jf^/a/i  ground'; 

Whca^ 
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When  fcalmg  armies  climb'd  up  ev^ry  part ; 
Bach  ftcp  they  trod,  I  felt  upon  my  heart. 
But  when  thy  torrent  quenched  the  dreadful  blaze, 
Klngj  queen,  and  nation,  {bring  with  amaze. 
Full  in  my  view  how  all  my  hufband  came. 
And  what  extinguifhM  theirs,  cncreas*d  my  flame. 
Hhok  Jpe&acUsf  ordain'd  thine  eyes  to  fave. 
Were  once  my  prefent  \  love  that  armour  gave* 
How  did  I  mourn  at  Bolgalanis  decree  ! 
For  when  he  fign'd  thy  death,  he  fentenc*d  me. 

When  folks  might  fee  thee  all  tlie  country  round 
For  fixpence,  Fd  have  given  a  thoufand  pound. 
Lord  !  when  the  giant-babe  that  head  of  thine 
Oot  m  his  mouth,  my  heart  was  up  in  mine  ! 
When  in  the  marrow-^bone  I  fee  thee  ramm'd. 
Or,  on  the  houfe-top,  by  the  monkey  cramm'd  ; 
The  piteous  images  renew  my  pain. 
And  all  thy  dangers  I  weep  o'er  again. 
But  on  the  maiden^ s  nipple  when  you  rid. 
Pray  heav'n  'twas  all  a  wanton  maiden  did  ! 
Glumdatclitch  too  ! — with  thee  I  mourn  her  cafe, 
Heav'n  guard  the  gende  girl  from  all  difgrace  ! 
O  may  the  king  that  one  negleft  forgive, ' 
And  pardon  her  the  fault  by  which  I  live  ! 
Was  there  no  other  way  to  fet  him  free  ? 
My  life,  alas  !  I  fear  prov'd  death  to  thee. 

O  teach  me,  dear,  new  words  to  fpeak  my  flame. 
Teach  me  to  wooe  thee  by  thy  beft  lov'd  name  ! 
Whether  the  flyle  of  Grildrig  pleafe  thee  moft. 
So  call'd  on  Brobdingna^^s  ftupendous  coaft. 
When  on  the  monarch's  ample  hand  you  fate. 
And  halloo'd  in  his  ear  in&igues  of  date : 
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Or  S^mnhif  Fleftrin  more  endearment  fariflg»f 
When  like  a  mountain  you  look  down  on  kin{^ : 
If  Ducal  Nardac^  LUiiputian  peer. 
Or  Glumglunfs  humUer  tide  foothe  thine  ear  % 
N^ijt  would  land  Jove  my  organs  fo  {Ufpofe^ 
To  hymn  harmonious  Houybnhnms  thro'  the  noie^ 
rd  call  thee  Houyhnhnm^  that  high  founding  name. 
Thy  children's  nofes  all  fhould  twang  the  fame* 
So  might  I  find  my  loving  fpoufe  of  courfe^ 
Endu'd  with  all  the  virtua  if  a  h9rfe. 
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